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Sometimes bigger really is better.

Named for the largest species of Nudibranchs ever discovered, Hexabranchus is an 
expansion of my Nudibranchia pattern (free in the Fall/Winter 2019 issue of Knitty;
knitty.com). 

This version super-sizes the original cowl into a jaw-dropping statement piece which just 
happens to use up all of one Helix Giant Gradient. Please note this is not a stand-alone 
pattern - you will need the instructions from the original free pattern.

About this Pattern
Skill Level: Intermediate
Skills Needed: Basic knitting skills, knitting in the round, picking up and knitting stitches,
plus increases (kfb). 
Finished Size: Length - 39 inches / 100 cm, width 6 inches / 15 cm.
Yarn: Infinite Twist Giant Gradient, 100% Merino, 700 yds, 240 g.
Needles: U.S. size 4 / 3.5 mm. Small dpns are recommended.
Gauge: 24 sts & 40 rows = 4 inches / 10 cm in garter stitch.
Notions: removable stitch markers, yarn needle.

Pattern Notes
To expand your Nudibranchia into a Hexabranchus, you’ll be adding one additional 
row of cones along the top of your cowl, plus additional length.

The original Nudibranchia schematic is on the next page, with the additional row of 
cones shown in gold. 
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Pattern Notes, cont.

The trick to keeping the roll tight is to flatten down the cones as you roll.  Secure the 
roll with locking stitch markers, making sure to get at least three stitches from each
layers on each marker to keep from pulling your work out of shape. Try to join areas 
at the bottom of the cones from each layer – it’ll help keep your roll even flatter.

Schematic

Gold Cone
Cast on 20 sts. Starting at the junction point between the just-created Cone D and 
previous tier's Cone D, count clockwise 5 sts, and pick up and knit 5 sts along the 
edge of just-worked Cone D, previous tier's Cone D.
Note or mark start of round, distribute sts as you prefer, join for working in the round 
and work The Cone.

The only new challenge to 
working this design in a larger 
format is managing the twisting 
that arises from working small 
sections in the round.

Rolling your work into a sci-fi-
esque hedgehog is just the 
ticket.
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