
Best Start West Athens Local Council Celebrates Black History Month! 
Best Start West Athens Local Council Virtual Meeting 

South Los Angeles, CA, February 24th, 2021, 3:30pm-5pm PST - Actress-Educator-Activist Dr. 
Billie Jean Young is set to educate and inspire West Athens residents during the February Local Council 
Meeting! Stakeholders will be treated to a selection from Dr. Young’s world renowned one woman 
show “Fannie Lou Hamer: This Little Light of Mine” followed by a Q&A session with the writer and 
star. 

Dr. Billie Jean Young has performed the play more than 800 times in 
America and abroad. Her show captures the powerful soul and spirit of 
the civil rights icon while maintaining Hamer’s native voice. Dr. Young 
told the Alabama Local newspaper that Ms. Hamer was "...uneducated, 
unlettered [without a degree], but she spoke with such authority and 
passion, I try to convey that. That's somebody we ought to emulate. That 
competence, that mind, that was so nimble. Her fire. That's somebody 
we need. Ms. Hamer stated, 'I'm sick and tired of being sick and tired.' 
She was fed up with her circumstances and she moved to do something 
about it.” 

Fannie Lou Hamer rose to national attention during the 1964 Democratic Convention. The freedom fighter 
faced the nation and delivered a chilling account of her brutal treatment at the hands of law enforcement. 
Hamer endured poll tests, death threats, murder attempts, savage beatings, and a forced hysterectomy all 
in the name of voting and equality. President Lyndon Johnson was so afraid of the disruptive power 
of Hamer’s words that he held a press conference during her speech. The ploy backfired as his 
presidential panic served to draw more attention to her plight. 

Dr. Billie Jean Young, a recipient of the McArthur Genius Grant and inductee into the Southern Rural 
Black Women's Initiative Hall of Fame, was inspired after meeting Ms. Hamer at a farmer’s cooperative 
in 1968. Young bravely asked Hamer why she chose this work and the freedom fighter responded “Baby, I 
didn't choose, I was chosen.” Dr. Young is Artist in Residence and Associate Professor of Fine & 
Performing Arts at Judson College in her home state of Alabama. 

The Best Start West Athens Local Council Virtual Meeting brings together representatives from all sectors 
of the region to create awareness around the ongoing community change work. In accordance with 
pandemic protocols, the Local Council is presented Online, in English and Spanish via zoom.  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Gloria Davis, Girls Club of Los Angeles 
Phone: (323) 314-4224 
Email: gdavis@girlsclubla.org


