
BUYER ʼS GUIDE:  MOTORCYCLE ACCENT L IGHTS



Adding accent lighting to your motorcycle will add both a distinctive look and visibility to your ride. It will 
also allow you to (literally) stand out in a crowd. There are many different types of vehicle accent lights 
available today. This guide will help you make the right choice for your taste and budget. 

WHAT WILL I LEARN?
1. The benefi ts of adding accent lighting to my motorcycle, and what kinds are available.
2. Exactly what to look for when considering LED lighting kits.
3. What controller options are available to fi t your needs.
4. Where to install the lights for the best look.
5. Warranty information and other important factors.

BENEFITS OF ADDING ACCENT LIGHTS
1. Better visibility to other vehicles, especially at night 
2. Use them as work lighting to do emergency repairs in the dark
3. Emergency lights if you have to pull over
4. Locate your vehicle in a parking lot easily
5. Look awesome

LED accent lighting is great for all types of vehicles, including: Motorcycles, Scooters, Trikes, Can-Am 
Spyders, Polaris Slingshots, Cars, Trucks, SUVs, Jeeps, Snowmobiles, RVs, Off-Road Vehicles, ATVs, 
UTVs, Golf Carts, Boats, Bicycles and anything else that moves you. This guide will focus on lighting for 
motorcycles.



TYPES OF ACCENT LIGHTS
ACTIVE LIGHTING: Powered, indirect view lights that provide a glow. This includes neon and now LED.

PASSIVE LIGHTING: Powered, direct view lights that are meant to be looked at directly and only 
illuminates where it is placed. Electroluminescent Wire (EL Wire) is the most popular of this type.

REFLECTIVE LIGHTING: Non-powered, direct view, meant to bounce light from another source off of it to 
provide visibility. Refl ective tape is what most people use for this application.

In this buying guide, weʼll be focusing on LED fl exible lighting. It is the most popular, most energy effi cient 
and brightest option out there.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN AN LED LIGHTING KIT
How easy are the lights to install?
This may seem simple, but for an easy installation you want connectors that are easy to install, clear 
instructions and available technical support. You should look for click and lock type connectors. If you 
have to splice and/or solder connections, that creates more failure points in your system and also takes a 
lot longer to install. Verify that the technical support is for the life of the system.

What kind of LED strips should I look for?
There are a wide variety of LED lights available. Flexible strips with SMD5050 chips are the brightest 
currently available in the industry and the gold standard. You want to select a color changing kit with tri-
color chips (red, blue and green). This means that the colors are mixed on board, providing a consistent 
look on the strip. Other types of strips attempt to mix on the surface by lighting up different intensities 
of leds that are placed next to each other along the strip. In other words, these types of strips use single 
color individual LED and vary the intensity of each color to try to mix the light on the surface to which it is 
shining as opposed to mixing the light within the led chip itself.  

When looking at a kit with SMD5050 chips, also consider how densely packed the LEDs are. The more 
chips per foot you get, the brighter, more even and more intense the light is. 

Check what kind of tape is used on the strips. Genuine 3M Double Sided Tape is far superior to generic 
versions and gives you insight into the quality of the strip. Make sure the housing and coating are 
waterproof and heat resistant. The covering can be as important if not more important than the chips. If 
that fails, your strip will fail. 
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Prices vary widely, why?
LEDs are graded. Top quality LED lighting systems will only use the highest quality chips available. Lower 
quality chips have issues with variations in color between strips in the same batch, intensity and durability. 
LED diodes go through a binning process that separates them into the classes and matches like strips 
together. How do you know if theyʼre top quality? The best quality chips are not inexpensive. If anyone 
offers to light your vehicle up with SMD5050 chips and it seems too good to be true, it probably is. 
Select a manufacturer who utilizes only the best LEDs, wires, controller, etc. You can purchase the least 
expensive kit and replace it several times, or invest a bit more and get a great light set that will last for 
a long time. You can also overpay for accent lighting with less features.  So do your homework, ask 
questions, and make an educated purchase.  
 

How do I select the right size kit for my vehicle?
LED kits vary widely in their construction and what is included. The ideal kit for your vehicle is a personal 
choice. You want to select a kit that includes everything you need to install it, including all wires, 
connectors, adhesive promoter to keep them on your vehicle, wire ties, alcohol wipes and more. Again, 
be wary of kits that seem too inexpensive, they may just include the lights and require you to add on the 
rest, which can quickly add up. 
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Generally, kits with a higher number of LEDs will give you more coverage and/or brighter coverage 
on your vehicle. Keep an eye out for placement guides and suggestions by the manufacturer for your 
particular vehicle. The best kits are modular, meaning that you can mount the lights where you think they 
look best, but the guides are useful for giving you a good start. You will need to decide if youʼd like a kit 
with a remote control or just a switch. For a multi-color (color changing) system, youʼll need a remote to 
select the color. On a single color system, you will have the option to just use a switch that turns them on 
and off or a controller to do some cool stuff with them.

Shop By Brand:
Harley-Davidson http://www.joefl orida.com/harley-davidson/
Honda   http://www.joefl orida.com/honda/
Indian   http://www.joefl orida.com/indian/
Star   http://www.joefl orida.com/star/
Yamaha  http://www.joefl orida.com/yamaha/
Suzuki   http://www.joefl orida.com/suzuki/
Victory   http://www.joefl orida.com/victory/
Kawasaki  http://www.joefl orida.com/kawasaki/
BMW   http://www.joefl orida.com/bmw/

Controller types and how to choose the right one
There are several different types of controllers available. There are controllers that work with switches, 
remotes, controllers that work with your smart phone and hybrid controllers that work with both your 
phone and remotes. The most important aspects of the controller are functionality, durability and 
construction.  Select a control system that has all of the features that you are looking for, including colors, 
modes, brake integration, battery saving features, zones and more. Make sure to check and see if the 
boxes are waterproof. Also, check the manufacturerʼs warranty to make sure that water damage to the 
controller wonʼt void the warranty. Choosing a control box constructed out of metal as opposed to plastic 
will also enhance durability and help with thermal regulation.

Keep in mind when buying a controller to make sure it can handle all of the LEDs you get in the kit and 
that you will want to add Some control boxes need a booster added if too many lights are added to a 
system which can mean an added expense.  

LED strip installation ideas
When choosing a kit, it is important that you pick one that is modular so you can fi t it to your bike. That 
being said, there are some areas that we highly recommend you light up. You should install lights on the 
tank above the engine, on the bottom frame for ground effect under glow, the front and rear wheels, 
under saddle bags, around the engine, air cleaner, horn and places with vents or chrome. As long as the 
surface youʼre installing it on is not super hot (engine, exhaust pipes, etc.) you can put lights that are heat 
resistant there. Highlight any areas you want to show off on your bike. As long as you pick a light that 
can be cut to size, you should have a perfect fi t.

MIRAGE SERIES: 
J-LINK SMARTPHONE 
CONTROLLER



THE BRIGHTEST LEDS ON THE MARKET JUST GOT BRIGHTER!
Our new ProSeries LEDs are up to 40% brighter (brightness varies by color). The ProSeries comes 
standard with many new features including 10 standard colors, SureFit connectors, Brake Mode, 
and more!

Brake Mode is standard on the ProSeries kits. JoeFlorida invented brake mode to help our 
customers ride safer. When connected, brake mode enables the option for the lights to turn bright 
red when the brake is applied on the motorcycle. When the brake is released, the lights will go 
back to doing whatever they were doing prior to the brake being applied.

As always with JoeFlorida kits, it comes with all of the 
necessary extension wires and everything you need for 
an easy installation. Each strip comes complete with heat 
resistant wire and our ProSeries SureFit connectors for 
easy installation. The front wheel multicolor fl exible LED 
strips include six (6) feet of wire with connectors on the end for simple installation and no visible 
connectors.

This kit is fully expandable. If you wish to add more LED light strips to this kit, now or later, we 
make it easy. The strips will come with extension wires and “Y” expansion connector ports to make 
installation simple. This kit can support over 1000 LEDs.

The JoeFlorida ProSeries Ultra Bright LED light strips are our brightest yet!



OTHER IMPORTANT FACTORS WHEN MAKING YOUR BUYING DECISION
What is a fair warranty?
Make sure that you read the warranty that your manufacturer offers. There should be a lifetime warranty 
on the LEDs themselves and at least a one year warranty on the other parts. If the LED chips are of high 
quality and the coating is as well, they should last for as long as you own your vehicle. Also remember to 
look at how long the manufacturer has been around. A lifetime warrant does you no good if they are out 
of business.

What makes a particular manufacturerʼs lights different?
There may be differences between manufacturerʼs actual lights themselves. Check to see if where the 
wire connect to the strip is reinforced, what kind of coating is use, and if the strips can be cut to size and 
how often. The ability to cut the strips to length is very helpful in getting a perfect fi t.  The closer you can 
cut the strips the more fl exibility you have when installing your kit and making the lights look as good as 
possible.

Anything else?
If you know people who have lights they love, ask them where they got them from. Many kits can be 
installed by the average person in an afternoon (as long as you followed the info above). As a general 
rule, brands that offer their wares on sites like eBay and Amazon and have sold a high volume of systems 
provide you with lots of feedback and reviews to consider. Choose a manufacturer who is based in the 
USA, that way if you have issues you have someone to call. All LED chips are manufactured out of the 
country, but some manufacturers do their assembly, research, development, testing, packing and shipping 
in the US. Some even manufacture as many components as possible in country. 

Check to make sure that youʼre going to be able to get the colors, functions and look that you want with 
whatever you choose. Compare different manufacturers on several factors, including value, construction 
quality, color consistency, reviews, brightness and ease of installation. Do your research, if you buy the 
right LED lights, it should be the only set youʼll ever need. It is worth taking the time to get the right ones.

DOUBLE HEAT SHRINK



MOTORCYCLE LIGHT LAWS
There are a lot of questions about the safety and legality of motorcycle 
accent lights. The laws are changing all the time and some states are 
recognizing the safety benefi ts of LED accent lights on motorcycles. For 
instance, in 2008 Maryland passed a law to allow for accent lighting on 
the chassis of motorcycles. You can view the MDOT article for Maryland by 
clicking here. 

Because of the safety aspects of accent lighting, some insurance companies 
have even recommended useing accent lighting if the law provides for it. It 
is important that you understand and abide by your local laws when using 
LED accent lighting. In some cases, certain colors and/or fl ashing/strobing 
of those colors are prohibited, as they are reserved for local authorities and 
emergency vehicles.
 
A good source of state law searches regarding motorcycle lighting is the 
AMA (American Motorcycle Association). Clicking here will take you to the 
AMA website where you can search your state regarding motorcycle laws. 
We also recommend that you check with your local authorities on any local 
regulations that may exist.

CONCLUSION
This guide is meant to help you know what to look for in the complex world 
of LED lighting systems. There are so many different factors that go into 
choosing the right setup for your vehicle that itʼs helpful to have the basics 
and what to look for. Gather information you fi nd from trusted sources. Donʼt 
believe the hype or let marketing claims sway your decision. A great system 
will sell itself based on great looking lights, ease of installation, quality and 
reviews from independent sources and actual customers.  

Stay Safe.  

For more information, visit us at joefl orida.com


