
This is a simple but powerful gospel analogy for children. The book The Pumpkin Patch Parable by Liz Curtis Higgs

is the perfect accompaniment to this activity. 

What you need:

A pumpkin

Carving knife

Large spoon to scoop out insides

Tealight candle

Matches or lighter

Parent: Prep ahead of time by pre-cutting the top of the pumpkin and carving a happy face design, then putting the

pieces back in place.

☐ Gather your children and say, “Do you see this pumpkin? Just like a farmer picked this pumpkin from the

pumpkin patch, God chose you to be his child.” Read Ephesians 1:4: “Even as he chose us in him before the

foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.” 

☐ Pull the top off the pumpkin and let your children touch the slimy pulp. Say, “This pumpkin looks shiny and

beautiful on the outside, but on the inside, there is slime and yucky pulp, kind of like our sin.” Read Romans 3:23:

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

☐ Scoop out the pumpkin pulp with a spoon and say, “This is a picture of how God takes us and cleanses us from

our sins. He is able to forgive us because He sent Jesus, His only Son, to die for our sins on the cross.” Read 1 John

1:9: “If we confess our sin, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

☐ Let your children pull out the carvings of the eyes and say, “God opens our 

eyes so we will see His light.” 

☐ As they remove the mouth, say, “He opens our mouths so 

we can tell others about Him.” 

☐ As they pull the nose carving out, read 2 Corinthians 5:17: 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 

The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” 

Through the work of the Holy Spirit, Jesus makes us 

new creations from the inside out!

☐ Drop a tealight candle insight the pumpkin and light it, then 

replace the top of the pumpkin. Say, “God has given us His 

Holy Spirit to be able to shine His light and share His love,

 joy, and peace with others.” Read Matthew 5:16: “Let your light 

shine before others, so that they may see your good works and

give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” 

☐ At the end, sing “This Little Light of Mine” and pray, thanking 

God for choosing us, removing our sin, and putting His Holy Spirit inside us 

to shine.
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