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My friend's husband, who is a Christian believed that his purpose was to use his gift of giving in
order to donated one million dollars to charity. His purpose was to give, and his plan was to give a
little bit regularly over time.

Now this man did not have a lot of money or a high income because he was in a blue-collar job, He
had a family of three children and a wife who had some sporadic part-time jobs but no consistent
career.

| watched this man who would sit at the table with a little book and pencil entering his weekly giving.
| also watched as the family sacrificed to help him achieve the goal.

Although it was difficult at times, my friend learned how to do home repairs to save money. She
became a good plumber, carpenter and a creative decorator. She would can and freeze foods as
well as prepare meals to save money so that they could eat at home rather than in restaurants.

My friends sacrificed but they still enjoyed many things. They dressed well but had few items of
clothing. They drove good vehicles over the years but didn't replace them until absolutely necessary.
They did eat out once in a while but did this as part of the budget and would often wisely drink water
with their meals and have dessert at home.

Social times were rich and included shared meals and musical evenings with friends.

This couple was kind to others and often would help with a project or event. They didn't do
everything for others but would mentor or assist.

Time with children and grandchildren meant just that. They did not have to spend money to play
boardgames, enjoy the outdoors or help with homework.

| frequently tell others that we have gifts and skills. Gifts are things that are easy for us and leave us
with a "good tired" feeling. Skills are things that we learn over time and although we can become
proficient, doing them too much can lead to burnout.

When | am feeling very tired, | examine my week and usually discover that | have not been working
in my area of giftedness enough and make necessary adjustments.

Many individuals do not feel that they have a purpose in life and therefore do not have a plan but the
two of these go together.

What is your purpose? Do you have a plan to accompany it? Do you have skills that you can share
with others? If you were asked to identify three areas of giftedness, what would they be?

It's time to identify your purpose, gifts and skills so that you can make a clear plan for using them.



