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I had a lot of company over the Christmas holidays. Some were here just to open gifts. Some came 
to share a meal and others were here for a few days. People were coming and going while I was the 
one constant in the celebrations. 

Because I live alone, the whole experience was very different from my everyday life. There were 
menus to plan, groceries to buy, gifts to buy and wrap. And I worked throughout the entire 
preparation stage. 

We had so much fun - laughing and playing games and sharing stories. 

By Tuesday morning everyone was gone and I was absolutely exhausted. I figured the best thing 
was to just head to bed which I did! 

When I woke up, I focussed on getting things back in order as I still had two days to work at the 
office before New Year's Day. Dishes to wash, sheets for the laundry, gift items to put away. I was 
on a mission. 

Setting the alarm was not an exciting prospect but I did it. Heading into twenty-three degrees below 
zero with a trunk and backseat full of recycling also wasn't on my wish list but I accepted the fact that 
the holidays were over. 

There wasn't much traffic. I was the first to arrive at the office. So, I turned on the lights, booted up 
the computer and started the day by revising a letter that I had been working on the previous week. 

Then I started wondering why my client was late. I wondered if perhaps my son, Mark, had slept in. 
Something was wrong! So I sent Mark a text message that read "Aren't we working today?" And then 
it hit me! This was our day off! I wasn't suppose to be working. 

I had only been at the office for about a half hour, but it was time to turn off the lights, lock the door 
and head home. 

During the drive, I began to chuckle! I had made a mistake that actually turned into a blessing. Now I 
had a whole day without any demands. I could do absolutely anything that I wanted to do! 

It is now the beginning of a new year and we cannot predict everything that will happen during the 
months ahead. My wish for you, however, is that all of your mistakes turn into blessings. 

Happy New Year, everyone! 

 


