
To all London Senior School members 

As is customary at this time of year, I am writing to the School community about fee changes for the 
coming calendar year and also to make our annual appeal for donations.  

We are grateful to everyone for the fees they contribute, whether or not they have felt able to 
continue paying at the regular level. For January 2021, the Executive Committee has 
recommended a modest uplift in the standard fees, as listed here. I’d like to emphasise that the 
Executive Committee recognises that everyone’s circumstances are different and that anyone who 
is in difficulty should speak with their tutor. 

Donations to the charity also make an important contribution to the School’s finances.  For reasons, 
which I shall go into below, all one-off or regular donations, from those who can, are particularly 
welcome this year.  

This year, of course, has presented some very unusual circumstances and challenges. While the 
pandemic has affected our ability to meet in School buildings for group or residentials, the move to 
an online offering has met with success and a significant increase in attendance in many cases.  

Financially, many of us have seen our incomes reduced, and for the School, too, the pandemic has 
highlighted and worsened the operational deficit that we have been running for some years. I would 
like to assure you that the Executive Committee is giving active consideration to how best to address 
the issue. It is likely that there will be changes to come in 2021. 

The restrictions are going to be with us for much longer than any of us hoped and we do not know 
when groups will be able to meet regularly at Mandeville Place or elsewhere. This will demand 
strength, courage and creativity from us all.  

In consultation with Mr Lambie, we have already decided that there will be no residentials at 
Waterperry before the Easter break 2021. This has enabled Waterperry Gardens to move the 
teashop into the ground floor of the house. The greater capacity should mean the teashop can serve 
its usual number of customers, while following social distancing guidelines. The marketing 
opportunity to offer catering in a fine Georgian house should help the teashop to maintain a 
reasonable level of revenue during the quieter winter months, while also further integrating the 
activities of the garden centre with the spiritual atmosphere in the house, including the frescoes and 
other artwork. 

While we may not be having residentials at Waterperry, it is possible that some residentials may 
take place at Nanpantan, albeit with smaller numbers. The house now has a good number of en suite 
rooms and has been well prepared for social distancing in the kitchen etc. Indeed, many students 
have taken advantage of the Nanpantan holiday offering. 

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0413/0124/6110/files/FEE_Sheet_2021.pdf?v=1603282251
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0413/0124/6110/files/FEE_Sheet_2021.pdf?v=1603282251


Mr Lambie is also intending to lead a series of 4-day long residentials during the summer term of 
2021, to give everyone in the Senior School an opportunity to attend a residential at one of our 
properties. 

We will continue to keep you updated on this and the other ways in which the School is responding 
and adapting to these new circumstances. 

Please feel free to contact me or the Endowment Treasury Team about any of the matters 
arising from this notice and appeal.  

Stephen Silver 

Principal, School of Philosophy and Economic Science 

07887 501272 


