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• The Fiamma F45s Awnings are wall mount awnings which also makes them great rack or side mount 
awnings.  

• The Unaka awning brackets do not replace the Fiamma factory awning brackets, but instead provide an 
interface between their bracket and our racks.

• The Fiamma F45s awning manual should be followed, and our adapter brackets used as needed for the 
awning bracket to rack interface

Unaka Manuals:  Use this link to find the manuals for any accessories and Review them before beginning this 
installation.  https://unakagearco.com/pages/manuals

• This page includes links to the Fiamma F45s manual for reference only. Please use the manual provided 
with your awning in case it differs from this link.

• This page includes a link to a Fiamma F45s installation video.  This may not match the specific brackets or 
rack you are using, but it may provide you with some insight on how the process goes.

Fiamma F45s Awnings
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https://unakagearco.com/pages/manuals


• WARNING:  This manual includes directions on how to install two versions of the Sprinter & Transit HSLD 
Awning Brackets

• Make sure you are referencing the correct section of the manual that matches the SKU and parts you have 
in hand

!!! Multiple Bracket Versions Covered In This Manual  !!!
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SKU:  1006-MK21-00 REV 0 
Date:  Most orders shipped after 10/12/2023 
Note:  Mounting hardware captured inside the 
bracket

SKU:  1006-MK20-00 REV 0 
Date:  Most orders shipped before 10/12/2023 
Note:  Adapter bracket has tapped holes in it

Tapped Holes

Slots to capture 
hex bolt



Ladders:  Installation of this roof rack requires two ladders for two people to help with the installation.  Make sure that your 
ladders are tall enough, and that you have a level area to use them on.  Accessing the roof of your van will put you at 
extreme risk to potential falls which can result in injury or death.

Warning: Ladders are dangerous and should only be used with appropriate training.  Incorrect use of ladders can result in 
injury or death.  

Fall Protection:  Accessing the roof of your van will put you at extreme risk to potential falls which can result in injury or 
death.  Appropriate fall protection should be used when accessing your van roof. For general use situations, OSHA requires 
that fall protection be provided at elevations of four feet in general industry workplaces.

Safety and PPE
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Required Tools
• 2 tall sturdy ladders

• Standard & Metric set of box wrenches

• Standard & Metric socket set

• Torque Wrench

• Measuring Tape

Required Tools

5



Loctite & Anti-seize

Blue Loctite 242

• Apply this to any bolt that is not used with a nylock 
nut

Loctite Anti-seize

• Apply a dab of anti-seize to the side of each bolt that 
will be paired with a nylock nut.  Nylock nuts have a 
small plastic insert to make them vibration resistant.

Loctite 242

Loctite C5-A Anti-Seize
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• The following pages cover installation on 1006-MK21-00 REV 0. This will be used for most orders shipped 
after 10/12/2023.  

• Make sure you are referencing the correct section of the manual that matches the SKU and parts you have 
in hand

SKU:  1006-MK21-00 REV 0
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SKU:  1006-MK21-00 REV 0 
Date:  Most orders shipped after 10/12/2023 
Note:  Mounting hardware captured inside the 
bracket



General overview, but the user should blend the information shown with the official process 
highlighted in Fiamma’s manual

1. Note the Unaka brackets do not replace the Fiamma factory brackets, they just act as an interface 
between their brackets and our racks.  Follow Fiamma’s installation manual for your awning using 
our brackets as the interface between the awning and our rack.

2. Insert the 5/16-18 hex bolts into the Unaka Adapter bracket so the head is captured, and the 
threaded ends are sticking out out the other side

3. Use the M6 hardware provided with our kit to secure the Fiamma Bracket to our adapter bracket.  
Apply a small dab of antiseize to the M6 bolt during this step.

4. Test fit the awning / adapter brackets as needed to determine their location on the rack, and the 
awning

1. Test fit typically requires an initial installation of the adapter brackets onto the rack.
2. The location of the brackets should be marked on the rack as needed, as well as on the awning
3. One the location has been identified, remove the awning, then remove the adapter brackets from the rack
4. Install the awning & adapter bracket assembly to the awning using your marks to ensure it gets secured in the 

right place

5. Once the bracket assembly is installed on the awning, raise the awning with brackets back to the 
HSLD side rail where they were previously installed

6. Use the 5/16 washer, hex nuts, and custom washer plate to secure the awning w/brackets to the 
HSLD side rail.  Apply ant seize to the hex bolt during this step.

7. Torque assembly

Installation Overview:  SKU 1006-MK21-00 REV 0 
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What is Included



Hardware



Single bracket component overview



Single bracket component overview



Initial Bracket Fit Up

Fiamma + Unaka 
Bracket loosely 

installed on side rail

1. Mount all 3 of the Fiamma F45s factory adapters to the Unaka Adapters, see previous pages for details.  ****If there is any 
play with respect to the Fiamma Bracket and Unaka Bracket, make sure all brackets are installed the same with respect to the 
play.

2. Mount the Fiamma + Unaka Adapter assembly to the side rails roughly, approximately where you want them to be with 
respect to the specified locations on the Fiamma awning

3. Hang the Fiamma F45s awning from the Fiamma + Unaka Assembly
4. Re-position or adjust the brackets and awning as desired
5. Mark the bracket locations on the awning, as well as on the rack using painters tape.  Ensure you can remove the tape from 

the rack with the awning installed.



Initial Bracket Fit Up

1. Remove the awning, and brackets from the roof
2. Install the awning bracket assembly to the Fiamma F45s awning per Fiamma’s directions.
3. Raise the awning + bracket assemblies back up to the rack, line up the bolts extending from the brackets with the slots & positions 

previously used during the initial test fit up
4. Use hardware to secure the awning + brackets to the HSLD rack  



Awning bracket shown interfacing between awning and rack

Fiamma F45s Awning

Unaka Adapter
Fiamma bracket between 

awning and Unaka adapter

Washer plate 
spanning slot in 
HSLD side plate

HSLD Side Plate



Hardware fit between bracket and solar panel

Fiamma F45s Awning

Unaka Adapter Hardware that secures rack to 
awning bracket may be hard to 
insert with solar panel in place.

HSLD Side Plate

200W Top Mounted 
Solar Panel

Hardware tight fit with 
solar panels in place

1. If an awning bracket and solar panel are going to occupy the same space, try to install the awning before the solar panels.
2. If the solar panels are already installed, installing the hardware may be difficult

3. If you have enough ladders and people, the awning can be raised into place, lining the bolts extending from the brackets with the rack 
slots, then adding the hardware as the bolts are slide into the slots

4. If this does not work, the solar panels may have to be removed or slightly adjusted to complete the awning install



Preventative Maintenance Checks

Even though we do not expect any of the hardware to come loose, we recommend 
checking your roof rack and awning hardware from time to time to help minimize the 
chance of something coming loose over time.  Using the appropriate wrenches check the 
roof rack hardware to ensure nothing is coming loose at the intervals below.   Also 
inspect the Fiamma factory brackets, the Unaka Brackets, as well as the parts they are 
bolted to looking for any cracks or signs of fatigue.  

• Initial check after 4 to 7 days of moderate driving

• Follow Up Check 1 month after moderate driving

• Routine checks 3 to 4 months of moderate driving

• Anytime after moderate driving on bumpy roads or gravel roads

This completes the installation of your awning.
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• The following pages cover installation on 1006-MK20-00 REV 0. This will be used for most orders shipped 
before 10/12/2023.  

• Make sure you are referencing the correct section of the manual that matches the SKU and parts you have 
in hand

SKU:  1006-MK20-00 REV 0
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SKU:  1006-MK20-00 REV 0 
Date:  Most orders shipped before 10/12/2023 
Note:  Adapter bracket has tapped holes in it

Tapped Holes



General overview, but the user should blend the information shown with the official process 
highlighted in Fiamma’s manual

1. Note the Unaka brackets do not replace the Fiamma factory brackets, they just act as an 
interface between their brackets and our racks.  Follow Fiamma’s installation manual for 
your awning using our brackets as the interface between the awning and our rack.

2. Use the M6 hardware provided with our kit to secure the Fiamma Bracket to our adapter 
bracket.  Apply a small dab of antiseize to the M6 bolt during this step.

3. Test fit the awning / adapter brackets as needed to determine their location on the rack, 
and the awning

1. Test fit typically requires an initial installation of the adapter brackets onto the rack.
2. The location of the brackets should be marked on the rack as needed, as well as on the awning
3. One the location has been identified, remove the awning, then remove the adapter brackets from 

the rack
4. Install the awning & adapter bracket assembly to the awning using your marks to ensure it gets 

secured in the right place

4. Once the bracket assembly is installed on the awning, raise the awning with brackets back 
to the HSLD side rail where they were previously installed

5. Use the 5/16 Hex bolt, washer, and customer washer plate to secure the awning 
w/brackets to the HSLD side rail.  Apply blue Loctite 242 to the hex bolt during this step.

6. Torque assembly

Installation Overview
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What is Included



Single bracket component overview



Single bracket component overview



Awning bracket shown interfacing between awning and rack

Fiamma F45s Awning

Unaka AdapterFiamma bracket between 
awning and Unaka adapter

Washer plate 
spanning slot in 
HSLD side plate

HSLD Side Plate



Hardware fit between bracket and solar panel

Fiamma F45s Awning

Unaka Adapter

Hardware that secures rack to 
awning bracket may be hard to 
insert with solar panel in place.

HSLD Side Plate

200W Top Mounted 
Solar Panel

Hardware tight fit with 
solar panels in place

1. If an awning bracket and solar panel are going to occupy the same space, try to install the awning before the solar panels.
2. If the solar panels are already installed, installing the hardware may be difficult
3. If you have enough ladders and people, the awning can be raised into place with the bolts already sticking through the slots in the 

rack, then lining them up with the tapped holes while the awning with brackets is being installed
4. If this does not work, the solar panels may have to be removed or slightly adjusted to complete the awning install



Preventative Maintenance Checks

Even though we do not expect any of the hardware to come loose, we recommend 
checking your roof rack and awning hardware from time to time to help minimize the 
chance of something coming loose over time.  Using the appropriate wrenches check the 
roof rack hardware to ensure nothing is coming loose at the intervals below.   Also 
inspect the Fiamma factory brackets, the Unaka Brackets, as well as the parts they are 
bolted to looking for any cracks or signs of fatigue.  

• Initial check after 4 to 7 days of moderate driving

• Follow Up Check 1 month after moderate driving

• Routine checks 3 to 4 months of moderate driving

• Anytime after moderate driving on bumpy roads or gravel roads

This completes the installation of your awning.
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Legal Disclaimer

Legal Disclaimer:

Unaka Gear Co. makes no warranties whatsoever, expressed, or implied, oral, or written to any purchasers, except the 

limited warranty described on our website. Unaka Gear Co. is hereby specifically excluded from any implied warranty 

of incidental, secondary, or consequential damages of any kind whatsoever. All purchasers and users of products 

manufactured by Unaka Gear Co. agree to hold harmless and indemnify Unaka Gear Co from any and all claims arising 

from their use. Failure to receive notice of any limitations or the limitations contained in this disclaimer shall not serve 

to extend liability to Unaka Gear Co. for any claims arising out of use of its products.
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