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t seems every year the technology in cycling 
lights gets better and more affordable at an 
exponential rate. It is hard to keep track. It 
seems like only yesteryear that I was forking out 

big dollars (like the same amount to buy a high end fork) to 
buy a 500 lumen light that lit up the night trails like nothing 
before it. Since then bulbs have changed, batteries too and 
some bits in-between.

Candle Power Technology is an American company that 
produces custom lights in-house, sourcing as many of 
their components from within the US as possible. Their 
latest creation, the Trail Torch 3000 (or TT3000) is an eight 
LED unit that boasts a massive 3000 lumens. The bulbs 
are mounted in a small machined and anodised aluminum 
housing covered in heat sinks. On either side there are 
slots machined into the body to accommodate a mounting 
strap or you can choose to use the bottom main mount 
that is the same as a GoPro. 

I mainly used the GoPro mount as it adds greater 
adjustability of the unit and the stack height with the 
mount was pretty low.  The straps and helmet pad supplied 
with the unit worked well on different helmets and the weight, or 
lack of weight (the head unit comes in at under 100grams), is barely 
noticeable. The battery pack is about two thirds the size of a mobile 
phone, slim and fitted well in my jersey pocket.

The arrangement of the LEDs is similar to the lightbar driving 
lights that are becoming more popular on the front of cars – basically 
a rack of bulbs, but without as much of a directional reflector behind 
them as you would usually see on a head light. This gives a big flood of 
light to the front, sides and all around, however this is at the expense 
of a directional spot out in the distance. 

Standing at the trailhead flicking between a few different lights 
to compare, the TT3000 displays a greater flood but not as much 
of a defined spot in the distance. A few of us initially thought that 
this could be a hindrance to the light and had us wondering whether 
Candle Power weren’t optimising the bulbs to their full potential.

If you’ll excuse the pun, it was in the bush and these lights really 

begin to shine. The big flood of light meant that everything within a 
range of seven to ten meters was lit up. The lack of a defined spot 
really helped with finding the right lines and not being distracted by 
following the beam, especially in tight, wooded singletrack. 

The colour of the light was quite warm and good for picking up 
depth definition in the trail. This is a very subjective observation 
and comes down to what you can see clearer with. Personally, in the 
past I have found some LED lights to produce a cold blue colour that 
seemed to flatten the trail and didn’t give me much depth perception, 
but this was not the case with the TT3000s. 

I had to clasp at straws to come up with a couple of shortcomings 
with the light, but here they are. Firstly, there seemed a significant 
drop in brightness between the high and medium settings. This was 
really noticeable when riding a fire road section with the light set on 
medium then hitting the single track and needing to cycle through 
the settings to find high. Secondly was the shortish run time on high, 
being 1.5 hours. However, this light is available in an “Enduro” kit that 

comes with two battery packs to 
double the run time. 

The real test though was the 
first ride back with my old faithful 
light set, a 1500 lumen, reputable 
brand of lights that deliver plenty 
of punch but with more of a spot 
beam. When compared to the 
TT3000 lights, I found the defined 
beam of my old lights to be a 
hindrance in picking lines. Looking 
back on my initial observations I 
feel the power and spread of light 
from the Trail Torch is fantastic 
and is perfectly suited to my riding 
style and local trails. As far as 
run-time goes, I’d be more than 
happy to carry two battery packs 
to last me through a ride and would 
recommend this option if you are 
happy to drop a little bit more cash.    
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