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His heart is truly in 
what he does and 
what he does is surf, 
at a very high level. 
His plan is to keep 
making it higher.” 

GRANT QUARRY

WHEN it comes to world-class Australian school-
age surfers, Jared Hickel is right up there.

The 17-year-old De La Salle Cronulla shredder 
has blitzed the Subway Summer Surf series with 
two wins, a second and a fourth from the four 
events he’s competed in, but it was a win against a 
high quality field of men last year that really made 
the surfing world stand up and take notice. 

“It was an open event [the NSW Open State 
titles at Port Macquarie] and I was the youngest 
competitor to enter and ended up on top at the 
end,” Hickel says without even a hint of arrogance.

“I’m the youngest in 40 years to win the event.”
Having honed his technique on local waves un-

der the tutelage of local legends Matt Griggs and 
Blake Johnston, Hickel’s surfing is characterised by 
powerful manoeuvres and admirable consistency.

Griggs is a big fan.
“His foundation is his power and tube riding 

skills and his spark is his speed and ability to go 
above the lip line,” Griggs says on Hickel’s website 
jaredhickel.com.

“But his true guiding light is his discipline, desire 
and determination. 

“His heart is truly in what he does and what he 
does is surf, at a very high level. His plan is to keep 
making it higher.” 

The softly spoken young boardrider has been 
surfing for about six years, starting out at his local 
surf club with the nippers – and then progress-
ing to his dad pushing him into a couple of waves 
when he was 12.

But it took a little while before he thought to 
himself ‘hey, I’m pretty good at this!’

“Probably only about two or three years ago I 
really said I wanted to have a bit of a crack at it, 
and that it’s what I really want to do when I was 
older,” Hickel says.

With school work interspersed with World Surf 
League junior tour events and overseas trips to 
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exotic destinations like Tahiti and Indonesia, Hickel 
could be forgiven for being distracted.

While undecided on what study-related other 
career he might be interested in, typical of Hickel, 
whatever he does, he tries his heart out.

In Year 12 this year, Hickel might have one eye on 
the whiteboard at the front of the class and the 
other on the surf horizon, but he’s well aware of 
the importance of getting school right.

“I’m not sure what I want to do, I just want to do 
my best at school, get as good as results as pos-
sible and see what happens from there.”

When asked which of the surfers on the WSL is 
one of his favourites, the response is no surprise.

“Definitely Mick Fanning – not only because he’s 
the best, but also because he works the hardest 
and trains the hardest out of most surfers and 
that’s something I rate highly and aspire to be like.”

If preparation and approach have anything to do 
with it, don’t be surprised if you see Hickel’s name 
alongside world surfing stars like Gabe Medina, 
John John Florence and Owen Wright in the com-
ing years.


