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The Message on the Rock was commissioned by the Ez dle School donor Band for a 2004
performance in Brookings, South Dakota. The piece is a musie ation of a nusual artwork that
can be found in a field west of Des Moines, in Adair County, lowa. @

Artist Ray Sorensen of Greenfield, Iowa dlSCOV
He decided that the rock should be proper
emblazoned the sides of the rock with batt

of the Delaware and a scene from 9-
American flag drapes the rock—now kno

a rock that had, for somg time, been painted with graffiti.
nce and for all and did so with truly remarkable skill. He
m our natio tory, including Washington’s crossing
speeches erican presidents are included and an
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2 mlto Saxophone 1 — Orchestra Bells
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1 — Timpani
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The musical inspiration for this piece came from the scenes and speeches on this rock. The piece
opens with a military-sounding march that leads to a solemn section over which a narrator reads the

speeches seen on the rock while a muted trumpet plays “Taps” in the background:

We confide in our strength without boasting of it; we respect that of others, without feari

<
rden, me®6

and freed z;; prevail.
10

~Thomas Jefferson

Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any
any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survi

All gave some—some gave all. ..

The initial march then returns, with fragmen
original melody, including “The Ba
Doodle,” “The Girl I Left ?ind M
Aweigh (Navy)” and “Che

“America the Beautiful”

erous patrjo lodles juxtaposed with the
of the Republie; “&Battle Cry of Freedom,” “Yankee

»«

" The Marine’s Hymn,” “Anchors

son Song (
‘Battle 5 erges and a brief statement of

lece to a rousin sion.

Conductors will want to layersqare @ of when they are playing the following phrase
fragments:

reedom” — ms. Z3ztrumpets
s. 76, alto
ehinddde’ s. 76, flutes

on Son — ms. 82, trumpets and bells

“The Batt

“The Marine’s - ms 84, trombones and baritone
“Anchors Aweigh” - ms. 87, flute, oboe and bells
“Chestz ms. 89, trombones and baritone
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FULL SCORE
Duration - 4:15
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Commissioned by the East Central Middle School Honor Band, Brookings, South Dakota 3
g Robert Sheldon
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Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill,
that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any

boasting of it; we respect that of others

We confide in our strength without
without fearing it.

Narration:

10

hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure

the survival and success of freedom.
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11

All gave some -

We will not waver; we will not tire;

some gave all...

we will not falter, and we will not fail.
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