6 Ukraine

Government

National government. Ukraine has a democratic
political system. The country’s government has an exec-
utive branch, which includes a president and a prime
minister; and a legislative branch, which consists of a
national parliament.

The president is commander in chief of the military
and can issue orders called edlictsin some matters
without the approval of the parliament. The people of
Ukraine elect the president to a five-year term. Ukraini-
ans 18 years old or older may vote.

The prime minister heads a Cabinet. The parliament
names the prime minister, who then selects Cabinet
members. Cabinet ministers have responsibility for such
areas as foreign affairs and the economy.

Ukraine’s parliament is called the Supreme Council.

It is the nation’s lawmaking body. It has 450 members,
who serve five-year terms. Half are directly elected, and
half are chosen under a system called proportional rep-
resentation. This system gives a political party a share
of seats in the parliament according to the party’s share
of the total votes cast in an election. To qualify, a party
needs to receive at least 5 percent of the votes.

Local government. Ukraine is divided into 24 politi-
cal units known as oblasts. In addition, Kyiv has its own
municipal government, with a status similar to that of
the oblasts.

Under the Ukrainian constitution, Crimea has spe-
cial status as an autonomous (self-governing) republic,
with greater control over its internal affairs than the
oblasts, and Sevastopol has municipal status similar to
that of Kyiv. In 2014, Russian forces seized control of
Crimea. The region’s parliament voted to withdraw from
Ukraine, after which Russia annexed (claimed control of)
the peninsula. International observers challenged the
legality and fairness of these moves.

Politics. Ukraine’s political parties generally have
fallen into two groups. One group has favored close
ties between Ukraine and Russia. The other group has
included parties that favor greater association with
Western nations and such organizations as the Europe-
an Union (EU) and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO). Parties often form to support specific politicians.
Independent politicians, usually wealthy businesspeople
known as oligarchs, hold great influence in Ukraine’s
politics. The Communist Party, which favored govern-
ment control of the economy and union with Russia,
was banned in 2015 for promoting separatism.

Courts. Ukraine’s highest court is the Supreme Court.
A Constitutional Court decides questions about the
constitutionality of laws. Ukraine also has regional and
district courts.

Armed forces. Ukraine has an army, an air force,
and a small navy. Ukraine also has paramilitary forces,
including a border guard and a coast guard.

People

Ancestry. The majority of the people of Ukraine be-
long to the Ukrainian ethnic group. Russians also make
up a large ethnic group. A majority of the people in
the Crimean Peninsula are of Russian ethnicity. Other
groups in Ukraine include Belarusians, Bulgarians,
Crimean Tatars, and Moldovans. Government leaders
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Symbols of Ukraine. The Ukrainian flag was adopted in 1992.
The flag’s blue stripe symbolizes the sky, and its yellow stripe
represents the wheat fields of Ukraine. The coat of arms, dating
from the late 900's, features a trident (three-pointed spear).
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Ukraine is a large country in eastern Europe, second only to
Russia in area. It borders seven countries and the Black Sea.
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Source: 2014 official government estimates.




