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Introduction 

This appraisal report was commissioned on behalf of the owner of the vehicle. The appraisal report 

documents the fair market value of a replica 1955 Porsche 550 Spyder produced by Seduction 

Motorsports (SM) of Chandler, Arizona.  A correct and accurate valuation of this automobile can only be 

achieved by placing the car in the context of its unique position in the enthusiast marketplace.  

Typical consumers of an appraisal report immediately seek the valuation section, glossing over the details 

of the methodology and details of the appraisal subject.  The details of this particular replica are key 

contributors to the valuation and must be considered by any consumer of this appraisal report.  

This appraisal report is an independent assessment of the vehicle’s value and is not an offer to purchase.  

The appraiser is not affiliated with the builder of the car.  The report represents an objective listing of the 

vehicle’s details, equipment, options and applies sound appraisal practices to achieve the fair market 

value as of the date of the appraisal.  In order to appreciate the replica and compare it with other similar 

products, it is necessary to understand why the original 550 Spyder was such a milestone for Porsche.  It 

is also imperative to delineate between the definitions of a replica and a “kit” car.   

A replica car is a reproduction of an automaker's manufactured vehicle. They can either be professionally 

assembled or home-built and because of this they will vary greatly in their level of quality. Hagerty does not insure 

inexpensive, home-built kit cars. Replica cars should duplicate vehicles that are no longer in production. Some 

examples are the 1950's Porsche Speedster and 1920's Mercedes Roadster. (source: Hagerty Insurance underwriting 

guide). 

 The SM 550 Spyder is a replica of the Porsche 550 Spyder produced by Porsche from 1953-1956.  This 

automotive icon has been replicated by many in the kit car industry and the products range from crude 

fiberglass facsimiles of the original to turn key replicas like the subject of this appraisal report.  Many of 

the “kit” cars are based on VW “donor” cars that consist of a fiberglass body mounted to slightly altered 

VW components. In contrast, the SM replica is a fiberglass body attached to a tube frame with modern 

steering, suspension and drivetrain.  The original 550 was considered to be an agile and quick car in its 

day, but this updated version enjoys the benefits of 60 years of engineering and production advancements.   

The original Porsche 550 Spyder was produced in very limited numbers.  The goal was to establish 

Porsche as a builder of competitive race cars. In order to be successful in 1953, a West German 

automobile company had to export extensively.  The focus on the export market, especially the United 

States and in particular California, was crucial to Porsche’s continued existence. In the mid and late 

1950s, nearly 70 percent of all Porsche cars manufactured were exported to customers abroad.  

 The lightweight 550 (550kg) was a racing success with Porsche's first major international overall win in 

1956 at the Targa Florio. In 1957, a similar 550 A Spyder, won the German Grand Prix in a Formula II 

car beating the single-seater Formula I cars. The car also accumulated many class and overall wins in 

amateur racing worldwide.  

A discussion of the 550 Spyder is not complete without the added attraction of the James Dean 

connection.  James Dean was a young movie star and a symbol for the first post WWII generation. He had 

collected the salary for his starring role in the movie “Giant” and in September 1955, he traded in his 356 
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Porsche for a 1955 550 Spyder at Competition Motors in Hollywood, California. Later that same month 

he was killed in a head on collision at a highway junction, reportedly traveling at about 85mph.   

The death of James Dean in a 550 Spyder, and the release of the critically acclaimed “Rebel without a 

cause” shortly after his death created an aura around the car.  Original Porsche 550s have become very 

valuable. In March 2016 a Porsche 550 Spyder, belonging to the comedian Jerry Seinfeld, sold at the 

Amelia Classic Car Auction for $5,335,000. Just six months later, another record was set with an 

unrestored example selling for over $6 million.  

An exceptionally original, never restored yet beautifully preserved 1956 Porsche 550 Spyder was a runaway success at Bonhams 

Goodwood Revival Sale (10 September), selling for £4,593,500, creating a world record for a Porsche 550 model.  

James Knight, Bonhams International Group Motoring Director and auctioneer on the day, said: "We've had an excellent 

Goodwood Revival sale, totaling £14.5 million. The saleroom was packed full of enthusiastic bidders, with clients phoning in 

from all around the globe, leading us to sell more than 70% of lots, and creating a world record price for a Porsche 550 Spyder.  

"The top lot of the auction is an icon of 1950s sports car design, the gloriously original 1956 Porsche 550 Spyder. The car 

attracted much attention from bidders, with increments rising by hundreds of thousands until the gavel finally fell to achieve 

£4,593,500. The car is so original, that you could travel back in time 60 years and find it in much the same condition. It's exactly 

how a 550 would have looked, smelt and felt like when James Dean famously purchased his example back in 1955." Dean's was 

perhaps the most famous of the 550s; he called his car the 'Little Bastard'.  (Press release: JAMES KNIGHT Specialist London, 

United Kingdom Tel: +44 20 7447 7440 Fax: +44 20 7447 7438 james.knight@bonhams.com)  

The 550 Spyder is one of the most replicated cars, replicas and kits have been produced for several 

decades much like the various iterations of the AC Shelby Cobra.  Replica 550 Spyders are built all over 

the world with businesses producing kits, “rollers” and turnkey examples. 

At the high end of the reproduction/replica market is the alloy bodied car produced by Spyder Creations 

of Danbury, Connecticut.  These cars have a beginning price of approximately $320k and the choice of a 

“correct” 4 cam engine can add another $150k to the delivered price.  

The cars assembled by SM have been recognized as the highest quality fiberglass bodied replicas 

available. The subject of this appraisal was assembled as a show car for the January 2016 Barrett Jackson 

Auction in Scottsdale, Arizona. 

The appraiser conducted extensive research from printed materials, online resources and conversations 

with subject matter experts.  
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Vehicle Description

 

 

2016 Seduction Motorsports 550 Spyder 

Exterior: Nardo Gray      Interior: Black Alcantra with yellow stitching  

VIN: AZ 355157                   Mileage: 487     Manufactured: 01/2016 

The VIN tag attached by the State of Arizona matches all documentation and is correctly affixed to the 

driver’s door jamb. The car is titled as a 1955 Special Construction. The car is a turnkey version produced 

by Seduction Motorsports of Chandler, Arizona.  

The SM 550 Spyder is a two passenger open roadster, finished in a Nardo Gray exterior and black 

Alcantra finished seats. All exterior trim to include the headlight rings, the taillight trim and the rear 

engine grills are finished in a complimentary semi-gloss black finish.  The wheels are wider replicas of 

the original open VW/Porsche 5 lug design fitted with Sumitomo 185/65/R15 front and 195/60/R15 on 

the rear.  This car does not have any logos or other identification on the exterior.  The only logo on the 

entire car is the Seduction Motorsports logo affixed in the engine compartment.  
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The dashboard is extremely simplistic in its “retro-look”.  A wood rim Nardi-style steering wheel is fitted 

and the gauges are a grouping of three separate gauges with a period correct appearance.  All controls, 

including the ignition, and start button are finished in a matte silver billet. The floors are carpeted in a 

complimentary black synthetic carpet.  The shift and emergency brake levers are solid billet machined 

items.   

There is a yellow vinyl “gumball” located on the door with the number “55”.  The stance is level and the 

car has the overall appearance of a customized Porsche 550 Spyder.  Upon closer inspection the car 

reveals that it is a fiberglass bodied replica of the original.  Specific details of its equipment and assembly 

are provided on pages six through .. of this appraisal report.  
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Appraisal Summary 

 

Date of inspection and effective date of the appraisal September 20, 2016. 

This appraisal was conducted in order to arrive at a fair market value for the 

vehicle.  This appraisal applies only to this vehicle, in the condition noted on 

inspection date and with the equipment detailed in this report. 

 

Appraised (Fair Market) Value: $66,000 

Current Mileage: 487 

Appraisal report #DV200916 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appraisal Report #DV200916 
 

7 
 

Purpose of Appraisal 

The Appraisal was requested by the owner of the vehicle in order to achieve a documentation of the fair 

market value.  

1. This appraisal represents AA&CS judgement and opinion as to the fair market value of the 

Property as of the date indicated on the Appraisal and is not a statement of fact. 

2. It is not deemed a representation of warranty that the Property would bring the appraised price 

if offered for sale at public auction or otherwise; 

3. It is not furnished and will not be used or relied upon, by the owner or anyone in connection 

with any transaction involving the Property, including but not limited to any purchase, sale, loan, 

donation or exchange, except as noted in the appraisal report. 

Market Value is defined as: a type of value stated as an opinion that presumes the transfer of a property (i.e. a right of ownership) 

or a bundle of such rights as of a certain date, under specific conditions set forth in the definition of the term identified by the 

appraiser as applicable in an appraisal. USPAP 2016-2017. 

 

Vehicle Condition Report 

When arriving at a valuation several factors must be considered, the overall condition of the vehicle, the 

quality of restoration/refurbishment/assembly and the verifiable mileage history.  The subject of this 

appraisal was completed a few months before the appraisal and is virtually a new construction.  This 

section of the appraisal will address the standard and optional equipment of the car at the date and time of 

inspection.  

Overall the car is in excellent condition and the assembly can be characterized by a painstaking attention 

to detail, not usually evident in a replica at this price level.  There are no rough edges, every wire or piece 

of tubing is professionally routed.  All hardware is high grade with no evidence of cost cutting in even the 

smallest detail.   

Engine compartment:  

The engine compartment is in like new condition. The installation of all components is professional and 

the overall appearance suggests a race car like attention to detail. All fasteners are high grade. Rather than 

the appearance associated with a kit car the engine compartment has the fit and finish of a high quality 

exotic car.  

Interior:  

The entire interior is in excellent condition.  The gauges are high quality components that complement the 

period correct yet upgraded to current standards appearance. The gauge faces are clear and the interior of 

all instruments are in excellent condition.  The seats, carpet and all upholstered areas have a new high 

quality appearance.  The pedal assembly, shifter and handbrake are constructed of high grade alloys and 

are unique to the SM 550 Spyder.    
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Exterior:   

The quality of the exterior fit and finish is excellent. Body surfaces are smooth and body panels fit well.  

The paint has an excellent shine and depth overall.  All the body seams are straight and gaps are to a 

Porsche OEM standard. The hood, doors and deck lid all open and close correctly with no idiosyncrasies 

required by the operator. Unlike most fiberglass kit cars, the doors feel and sound solid and close with a 

high quality precision fit.  All the exterior trim is finished to a high standard. The car is equipped with a 

speedster style windscreen that is in like new condition.  

The car has a level stance with a tire and wheel package that complement the overall appearance.  The 

builder has resisted mounting late model style alloy wheels and oversized tires.   

The excellent standard of appearance continues to the underside of the vehicle; the bottoms of the doors, 

the rockers and other structural components not readily visible are all in excellent condition. All rubber 

moldings are in like new condition and professionally affixed. The interior surfaces of the front “luggage” 

compartment is finished in a Kevlar rubberized lining. The appraiser was able to see the car in its 

“natural” state (not detailed) which allowed an accurate assessment.     

Mechanical:  

The overall mechanical condition of this vehicle is excellent. During the inspection, the car was started 

and driven a short distance.  There was no smoke from the exhaust and the sound was pleasing.  Most of 

the kit cars exhibit a “dune buggy” like sound upon start up that detracts from the overall impression of 

the replicas.  The engine is a VW type 1 supplied by CB Performance of Farmersville, CA mated to a 

Seduction Motorsports Pro-Street transaxle with a billet 6061 T6 aluminum heavy duty side cover, 3:44 

ring and pinion, hardened gears, welded 3-4, powder-coated matte gunmetal case/tubes/bearing caps, 

removed shock mounts, removed brake line tabs. 

Engine Details:  

2054cc Aircooled VW Type 1 – CB Performance built by Pat 

Downs (140 horsepower):  

 

Eagle Racing Camshafts 

Engine Case - AS41 Dual Relief VW Universal Case 

Maxi 30 Full Flow Oil Pump with Black Anodized Billet Cover 

with 3/8'' outlet 

CB High Performance Case Kit 

28mm Ultralight Lifters 

Rear Main Seal 

Main Bearings STD 

Rod Bearings Type-1 STD 

Eagle Cam Gear 

Push Rod Tubes 

044 Super Mag CNC Round Port (40 x 35.5) 94mm Bore 

Thin Line Oil Sump - 1 1/2 qt. 

Chromoly Push Rods - blank end (.035'') 

Main Bearing Dowel Pins 

Deflector Plates (10mm) 

Engine Case Washer Set 

Rubber-Coated Cam Plug 

Flywheel - Lightweight Forged Chromoly - 200mm (o-ring seal) 

Racing Gland Nut with Washer 

Cylinder Head Studs - 8mm Chromoly - Dual Port 

Camshaft Bearings – Racing 

74mm 4140 Forged Chromoly Crank - VW Rod Journal 

Super Race Rods - VW rod journal - 5.500" length 

Crankshaft Gear Assembly Kit w/Racer Spacer 

CB Super Stock Rocker Arm Complete Kit 1.25:1 Ratio 

End Play Shim Kit 

Engine Case Lock Nut Kit 

Gasket Set 

Weld #3 Rear Case Web 

Full Flow Case 

BB Machine Case - Big Bore 

Balance Complete Engine Kit 

True-Arc Wrist Pin Locks 

CB Speed Shop Billet Valve Covers - Black Anodized 

Magnaspark II Kit 

Magnaspark II2mm Wires 

Magnaspark II Distributor 

Magnaspark II Coil 

Billet Distributor Clamp - Plain Finish 

Black Fuel Pump Block Off with Dry Pack Coil Mount 
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36hp Dog House Fan Shroud – Black 

Dual Port Cylinder Covers - Black 

Late Model VW Cooling Fan (Welded) 

Cooling Fan Mounting Hardware Kit 

Stage 1 - 1700lb. 200mm Kennedy Clutch 

Clutch Disc - 200mm 

Racing Clutch Bolt Kit 

Oil Cooler 

Oil Cooler Adapter 

Serpentine Belt System - Anodized Black 

D6EA Spark Plugs - NGK Performance - 12mm - 3/4" Reach 

Alternator Kit by CB engines 

200 MPH Alternator/Generator Clamp 

6mm Engine Cover Screws 

30wt Brad Penn Break-In Oil 

XRP - #8 Male Flare to 1/2 Pipe Adapter 

Weber Carbs - Dual 44 IDF Kit - Dual Port 

XRP - #8 Male Flare to 3/8 Pipe Adapter 

Super Big Bore Piston Kit (94 x 82mm Mahle) 

 

 

Based on ratings utilized by many show judges and vehicle appraisers rating the vehicle on a scale of 1 

through 4; 1 being a concours level car that is trailered to events and a level 4 car being a daily driver with 

the associated chips in the paint, incorrect parts or non-stock interior or drivetrain.  The physical condition 

and mechanical condition of this car matches the #2 category. The only qualities separating this car from 

the #1 concours standard is a high level detail required to remove the evidence that the car has completed 

some road miles.  

 Source: Hagerty Insurance Value Guide: Condition Ratings 

#1 vehicles in Hagerty Price Guide are the best in the world. The visual image is of the best: in the right colors, driving onto the 

lawn at the finest concours. Perfectly clean, this vehicle has been groomed down to the tire treads. Painted and chromed surfaces 

are mirror-like. Dust and dirt are banned, and materials used are correct and superbly fitted. The one-word description for #1 is 

"concours."  

#2 vehicles could win a local or regional show. They can be former #1 classics that have been driven or have aged. Seasoned 

observers will have to look closely for flaws, but will be able to find some not seen by the general public. The paint, chrome, 

glass and interior will all appear as excellent. No excessive smoke will be seen on startup; no unusual noises will emanate from 

the engine compartment. The vehicle will drive as a new vehicle of its era would. The one-word description for #2 is "excellent." 

#3 vehicles could possess some, but not all of the issues of#4, but they will be balanced by other factors such as a fresh paint job 

or a new, correct interior. #3 vehicles drive and run well, but might have some incorrect parts. They are not used for daily 

transportation but are ready for a long tour without excuses, and the casual passerby will not find any visual flaws. "Good" is the 

one-word description of a Hagerty Price Guide #3. 

#4 vehicles are daily drivers, with flaws visible to the naked eye. The chrome might have pitting or scratches, the windshield 

might be chipped. Paintwork is imperfect, and perhaps the fender has a minor dent. The interior could have split seams or a 

cracked dash. No major parts are missing, but the wheels could differ from the originals, or the interior might not be stock. A #4 

can also be a deteriorated restoration. "Fair" is the one word that describes a Hagerty Price Guide #4. 

Appraisal Methodology and Research  

After conducting a complete inspection of the vehicle, researching its components, assembly and overall 

quality of construction, the following methodology was employed to achieve a reliable and correct fair 

market value. It is imperative that the consumer of this appraisal report consider that the appraiser has 

been involved in maintaining, repairing and appraising kit cars/replicas for over 40 years.  The quality of 

the assembly, the quality of components and the overall presentation of this particular car places it in the 

area of much more expensive replicas.  A previous vehicle, constructed by SM, placed 1st in its class in a 

concours competition. It is the objective conclusion of the appraiser that the subject of this appraisal 

stands alone in its appearance and quality.   



Appraisal Report #DV200916 
 

10 
 

The appraiser researched vehicles that have actually sold and those currently advertised for sale. Actual 

value is determined by what enthusiasts are currently paying for vehicles that are selling via a multitude 

of methods; private to private, auction and online active or sold listings.  The appraiser also studied the 

international marketplace for this vehicle. The appraiser does not include results from dealer to dealer 

auctions.  Since a private party does not have access to these auctions the “hammer” prices at these 

auctions do not reflect a fair market value. Considering the skyrocketing value of an original 550 assists 

in placing a value on a replica. The desirability of 550s continues to grow and the expectation is for that 

trend to continue. Originality in color and equipment matched with documented history will set the 

highest priced cars apart.  After examination of available data, it is evident that the value of Porsches has 

experienced a great increase in the last several years. This huge premium for a concours level car 

indicates the rarity and resources required to bring a car to that level.   

The value of a replica is tied to several factors, the quality of the components, the quality of assembly and 

the reputation of the producer.  Seduction Motorsports has established itself as one of the premier 

producers in this market niche as evidenced by the resale value of the vehicles it has produced over the 

last several years.  

The most well-known replicas are cars that were produced by Chuck Beck and are now sold by Special 

Edition Inc. of Bremen, Ind. There have been Beck Spyders built by various assemblers and the quality of 

finished product varies widely.  Depending on age of construction, powerplant and components the prices 

of these cars vary from the mid $30k to the mid $50 area. (https://classiccars.com/listings/find/1955/porsche/550-

spyder-replica).   

While there are fewer SM used vehicles available, an objective comparison of these cars fits&finish, 

upgraded powerplants, quality components and fasteners substantiate their fair market value. This 

particular car was built to illustrate the quality construction techniques employed by SM.   

 Based on the condition and options of the vehicle being appraised, and calculating average prices of 

similar sold vehicles the appraiser arrived at a fair market value of $ 66,000 for this vehicle.  

 

Provenance 

The vehicle being appraised is a new construction and therefore no provenance is attached to this specific 

car.  However, the basis for this replica is the Porsche 550 Spyder, a limited production vehicle produced 

by Porsche for the sole purpose of racing.  Today, the Porsche name is synonymous with decades of 

racing success, but nine years after the end of WWII this was not the case.  W. Germany as a country was 

in its infancy and so was its automobile industry.  The total production of Porsche when this model was 

introduced was less than 3000 units per year.  Porsche was a small company and working hard to 

establish itself in the U.S. marketplace. The original Spyder and the many “replicas” built in the last 50+ 

years serve to validate Porsche’s success.   

The documentation that accompanies this vehicle is the original construction details which the 

prospective owner should retain. Also, the buyer will have the one car that was assembled for the Barrett 

Jackson Auction in Scottsdale.   
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Seduction Motorsports has been featured in numerous trade magazine and online forums. The 

overwhelming conclusion is if a customer is looking for a turnkey 550 Spyder replica, and is looking to 

invest less than the six figures that an alloy replica commands, the Seduction 550 Spyder should be the 

unanimous choice.  

RECENT ARTICLES 

FLATSIXES Feature – September 2016 

Car Builder Magazine - December 2015 

Car Builder Magazine – May/June 2015 

BOLDRIDE Feature – April 2015 

Kit Car Builder Magazine - August 2013 

FLATSIXES Feature - May 2013 

 

If the appraiser were asked to perform a pre purchase inspection of this car for a potential buyer, a 

complete endorsement of this car would be the conclusion. This automobile is a fitting reproduction 

of a historic object and an example of practical art.   
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Pictures

  The original #55  
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Historic Porsche 550 Photos and Posters 
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Road & Track Magazine February 1957 Road Test 
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Altered Photo of Seduction Motorsports 550 Spyder to show the period correct appearance and 

appeal  

 

Example of used Seduction 550 Spyder advertised @$60,000 OBO  

 
https://classiccars.com/listings/view/876799/2014-porsche-550-spyder-replica-for-sale-in-pasadena-california-91105 
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Terms and Conditions of Appraisal Report 

 

Opinions and conclusions made in this report reflect my professional judgment based on 

facts and conditions available to me during the time of the inspection of the vehicle. Due 

diligence has been applied to gather the facts and establish the condition of the vehicle. 

This includes all information requested and provided to me by the vehicle owner at the 

time of the inspection. The appraised value does not include applicable taxes or duties. 

The intended use of this report is limited for Market Value only. The report must 

be used in its entirety only, and is not intended for any other use or distribution beyond 

the registered owner and his / her insurer.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do not reproduce this report – additional copies (printed or 
electronic) must be obtained from the appraiser and only with 

permission of the client. 
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Appraisal Certification 

 

I certify that, to the best of my knowledge and belief: 

- The statements of fact contained in this report are true and correct. 

- The reported analyses, opinions, and conclusions are limited only by the reported 

assumptions and limiting conditions and are my personal, impartial, and unbiased 

professional analyses, opinions and conclusions. 

- I have no present or prospective interest in the property that is the subject of this report 

and no personal interest with respect to the parties involved. 

- I have performed no services, as an appraiser or in any other capacity, regarding the 

property that is the subject of this report within the three-year period immediately 

preceding acceptance of this assignment. 

- I have no bias with respect to the property that is the subject of this report or to the parties 

involved with this assignment. 

- My engagement in this assignment was not contingent upon developing or reporting 

predetermined results. 

- My compensation for completing this assignment is not contingent upon the development or 

reporting predetermined results. 

- My compensation for completing this assignment is not contingent upon the development or 

reporting of a predetermined value or direction in value that favors the cause of the client, 

the amount of the value opinion, the attainment of a stipulated result, or the occurrence of a 

subsequent event directly related to the intended use of this appraisal. 

- My analyses, opinions, and conclusions were developed, and this report has been prepared 

in conformity with the Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice. I have made 

a personal inspection of the property that is the subject of this report. 

- No one provided significant personal property appraisal assistance to the person signing 

this certification. 

 

__________________________________________ 

Harvey C. Falkenstine, Appraiser 

September 20, 2016 
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About the Appraiser: 

 

Harvey Falkenstine’s background with special interest, racing and classic vehicles goes back over 40 

years.  He grew up in Europe, attending his first F1 race at Spa in 1961. Over the years he has 

attended races at the Nurburgring, Hockenheim, Daytona, Sebring, Laguna Seca, Lime Rock and 

countless other tracks and automobile Venues.   His “love affair” with cars started early with a 

collection of periodicals and books dating back to 1962.  The many years in Europe provided fluency 

in the Dutch, German and Russian Languages and provided access to manufacturers and their 

collections.  

 

He competed in his first rally in Germany in 1971, age 17, in a vehicle he assembled.   After joining 

the US ARMY, Harvey spent most of his career in Germany, when he wasn’t protecting the free 

world from the communist hordes; he was competing in or attending Autocross events and rallies.   

   

Between 1978 and 1980, Harvey specialized in Corvette restoration and history, culminating in being 

certified as a show Judge for numerous events.   In the late 1980s, his involvement in his car hobby 

was interrupted for three years during many deployments to the Middle East. 

 

After leaving the military, in 1991, Harvey went into the automobile business full time, first in a new 

car franchise then becoming a broker for new and used vehicles serving the memberships of several 

local credit unions.  Initially only appraising trade ins during retail transactions, then graduating to 

purchasing and selling vehicles at auction.   

 

Harvey now operates an appraisal service; Auto Appraisal & Consulting Services, based in Tucson, 

Arizona but conducting business throughout the Southwest.  The finished appraisals are repeatedly 

recognized for their professional appearance and content.  They are compliant with the Appraisal 

Foundation and American Society of Appraisers standards as outlined in the industry standard – 

Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice. 

 

In addition to being employed in the automobile business, Harvey has also restored vehicles as a 

hobby, including performing mechanical and body/paint repair.   

 

He has been appraising vehicles for estates, trusts and court cases since 1999.  He has performed 

hundreds of appraisals for several local law firms and their clients since that date.  His knowledge of 

classics, special interest and race vehicles has been tested repeatedly and his valuations have never 

been disputed.  Harvey attends several classic car auctions every year to stay abreast of price trends.  

He devotes thousands of hours to research and documentation of vehicles’ values and is currently 

gathering material for a book on American Racing Specials.  His advice and input has been solicited 

by recognized Antique and Classic vehicle insurance providers. 

 

Classic, race and special interest vehicle(s) are appraised based on a multitude of references and 

sources that vary with the vehicle make and type. Input is solicited from collectors, museums and 

manufacturers worldwide.  His linguistic abilities assist in going directly to the source of information 

rather than relying on the knowledge of domestic marque experts.  

 

He continues to maintain and improve his skills by attending training specific to the appraisal of 

automobiles and maintaining his USPAP certification. (October 2015).   

References are provided upon request. 
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