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Anatomy of a Hand Sewing Needle 
Needles are made with different eye shapes and sizes, each 
designed to suit the type of thread, yarn or material you are 
sewing with.

Needle length and thickness decrease as size designations 
increase. For instance a size 12 needle is shorter and thinner than 
a size 9.

The choice of a needle size is relative to the size of the thread or 
yarn - the needle should be large enough to allow the thread to 
pass through the fabric with minimal abrasion, but not so large 
that the needle leaves a noticeable hole around the thread.
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Betweens 

Betweens are short, sturdy, 
needles, designed for hand 
quilting and detailed sewing 
and work. The eye of a 
between needle is small so 
that these short needles will 
easily pierce the layers of a 
quilt. Typical sizes used in hand 
quilting range from 9 to 12. 

Sharps 

Sharp needles are used for 
appliqué and general purpose 
sewing. These are thin needles 
with a small round eye, a little 
longer than a regular sewing 
needle. Use Sizes 7-9 for 
sewing and hand piecing, sizes 
10 to 12 are commonly used 
for appliqué. 

Milliners Needles 

Also known as straw needles, 
these are long, thin, needles 
with a round eye. Milliners 
needles are useful for appliqué 
and several embroidery 
stitches. The eye portion of the 
milliner's needle is the same 
size as the needle shaft which 
makes it especially useful for 
wrapped embroidery stitches.
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Embroidery or 
Crewel Needles 

Embroidery needles are similar in 
diameter and length to sharps 
but they have a slightly elongated 
eye in order to handle larger 
threads and floss. These needles 
have a sharp point to pierce 
fabric while stitching. 

Chenille Needles 

Chenille needles are medium 
length and have a long 
elongated eye like a tapestry 
needle, but have a sharp point. 
They can be used in crewel work, 
wool thread work and other 
stitchery that utilizes the 
elongated eye such as silk ribbon 
embroidery. 

Tapestry Needles 

Tapestry needles have a large, 
oval eye and have a blunt tip for 
use in loosely woven fabrics such 
as cross stitch linen and can be 
used for woven stitches to avoid 
stitching through backgrounds or 
foundation stitches. 

Darner Needles 

These are a longer needle, with a 
relatively large eyes and a sharp 
tip. Needles can be used for 
sewing and embroidery and a #1 
Long Darner needle is especially 
useful for long stitches such as 
Bullion Knots and cast on stitches 
such as a Drizzle Stitch 

Needle Type Needle Size Thread

Sharp 8-12 Single sewing 
thread for appliqué 
and hand stitching.

Between 9-12 Single coated 
quilting thread

Milliner/Straw 9-12 Single sewing 
thread for applique

1,3,5 & 7 Embroidery threads 
for wrapped stitches

Embroidery/Crewel 10 Single strand of 
floss, wool thread

8 & 9 2 strands of floss 
Size 12 Pearl Cotton

6 & 7 3 strands of floss 
Size 8 Pearl Cotton

Chenille 18 13 mm Silk Ribbon 
Size 3 & 5 Pearl 
Cottons

22 7 mm Silk Ribbon

24 4 mm Silk Ribbon 
Wool thread for 
appliqué 
Sue Spargo Razzle, 
Dazzle,  
Thread Gatherer 
Sea Grass and 
Silken Pearl 

Tapestry 22-24 Floss 
#5 & 8 Pearl cottons 
Sue Spargo Razzle, 
Dazzle,  
Thread Gatherer 
Silken Pearl

Darner #1 Extra Long Cast on and long 
embroidery stitches

#11 Short Needle Turn 
Applique

Useful Needle Numbers


