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So, I want to use this as an opportunity to talk a little more 
about the design philosophy behind this body of work. 
I guess we can first start with vases. About 2 years ago I 
became super obsessed with the work of Chicago based artist 
Theaster Gates. He’s a trained potter turned fine artist.  
When looking for inspiration I get as far away from fashion as 
possible. 1) so I don’t wind up looking like someone else and 
2) because fashion is honestly so boring. Keeping with my 
thesis, I find the most interesting thing we can do as creators 
is make with our hands (see: my first collection: Father, 
Country, Me 2021.)  
 
Anyway, my obsession with pottery and vases pointed me 
towards some of the world’s oldest vases from Ancient 
Greece. I suppose with the imminent collapse of their society 
on the horizon, the artist of the time was able to have the 
wherewithal to depict their way of life to human beings 
hundreds and sometimes thousands of years into the future. 
For some civilizations – this is the only evidence they ever 
existed.  
 
Who doesn’t love Percy Jackson? At the Inkster Public Library, 
I found my first copy and began to read in the fourth grade. I 
wasn’t big on escapism but if you asked me then I swear I 
thought I was a demigod too. I spent hours immersing myself 
in Greek terminology and imagery as a boy. Today that library 
no longer exists.  
 
 
Most the town I remember from my childhood is a distant 
memory, swept away by the current of globalization, we’ve 
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overcorrected and find ourselves without real neighborhood 
or community. So, with my found-again love for ancient 
pottery, I decided to start digging the one place I know 
intimately and see what I could uncover. 
  
The *Old* Inkster Public Library was located on the other side 
of Michigan Avenue and Inkster Road on the North Side of the 
street. The design of the building was something out of 
National Treasure. What I would later find out was one of the 
country’s first round libraries, its unassuming ground level 
façade led into a circular shape atrium wrapped like a screw 
leading readers deeper underground. Covered in floor-to-
ceiling windows and built on hill overlooking a forest and a 
river, the library was my earliest introduction into 
architecture.  
 
My mother and grandmother took my brother and I here on 
many occasions. Before Percy Jackson, it was mostly manga. 
We would scour the shelves looking for early Yu-Gi-Oh 
volumes. We wound find the books and start them from the 
beginning day after day because we had no way of 
remembering where we left off. I think it was a while before 
we realized you’re meant to read manga backwards.  
 
The library was permanently closed in 2018 due to city budget 
cuts leading to severe building problems. Architect Kael 
Nelson who moved from New York to Inkster to design the 
building in 1960, considered it the greatest work of his career. 
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In the Summertime, my grandmother would send me and my 
cousins to the local liquor store all the time on errands, 
usually for orange pop while we played outside. There was no 
crosswalk on this section of Inkster Road, so we would run as 
fast as we could across the street, dodging traffic and stray 
dogs alike.  
 
The store had this old school pink awning against this blue 
concrete that lined the building. Older men would hang 
around outside in the parking lot and although I was almost 
always nervous, they never bothered any of us. Later I learned 
they were the overflow from the strip club next door. 
 
In Present Day, I wanted to research more about the building 
itself. Market Foods Liquor used to be under the name Allen’s 
Super Market, named by the original owners Lafayette Allen Sr 
and Edith Allen. A black family in suburban Inkster, they 
initially got their start in 1932 after converting their living 
room into a small neighbor convenience store. It wasn’t until 
1954 they had saved enough money to open their first store, 
the very same store me and my cousins would split $10 for 
Orange Crush pop and snacks. The old signage out front 
pictured below became the inspiration for our Check Cashing 
wallet. You can read more about the Allen’s Super Market in 
this “The Food Dealer” article from 1966. [HERE] 
 
In 2020, the original building returned under black ownership. 
The “New” Allen B&D Market still supplies groceries to the 
community today. 
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On Sunday mornings, my grandmother would make sure 
everybody got up earlier enough to go to church. We attended 
a neighborhood church that was walking distance from her 
house until we found a new church home down Inkster Road 
towards Cherry Hill. I’ve probably spent more time within New 
Jerusalem Missionary Baptist Church then I spent living in my 
childhood home. Sunday Service, Children’s Church, Bible 
Study, Vacation Bible School, you name it – my grandmother 
made sure the kids of the family were in attendance.  
 
I didn’t have a huge problem with this. Nowadays I look back 
with fondness on my time growing up in the church. I had 
church friends that I was excited to see every week. It felt like 
an extension of my grandmother’s house, family oriented, 

community oriented. The deacons there became father figures 
to me. One day, they arrived at my grandmother’s doorstep to 
deliver news to her; her daughter, my aunt, had passed away. 
They stayed with her all-night consoling her and some years 
later when my grandmother passed away, they were there to 
cover my mother in the Word.  
 
The church was where I discovered ministry. It’s also where I 
developed my love for gospel music, I was even in the choir. 
One thing the mothers knew how to do every Sunday was give 
thanks unto the Lord.  
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Inkster High School is the only school within the city of Inkster.  
The school district has been in debt for years, accruing 
operating debt of just under $13 million going into the 2012-
2013 school year. Enrollment was down with the student body 
decreasing from 1500 to just over 900 students between 2011 
to 2012. 
 
That Summer In 2013, Under House Bill 4813; the newly 
ratified Public Act 96 allowed the Michigan Superintendent of 
Public Instruction and Treasurer to dissolve local school 
districts not deemed “financially viable.”  
 
State Representative David Knezek called the proposed closing 
of the school district “unconscionable”, requesting that the 
Michigan Attorney General determine if the Bill was legal 
within the bounds of the Michigan Constitution. 
 
After the law was passed, the school district was closed 
permanently in the spring of 2013 and in 2015, the buildings 
were demolished with the remaining 940 students being 
divided between the four neighboring school districts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


