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יָך...  ח ַמֲעׂשֶ ּבַ ּדֹור ְלדֹור ְיׁשַ

 e ohr ami  ition o  
e Koren os  a ana aĥ or 

a s tribute to the memor  o

Mrs. Charlotte Rohr (née Kastner) ע״ה
שרה בת ר׳ יקותיאל יהודה ע״ה

Born in Mukachevo, Czechoslovakia 
to an illustrious Hasidic family,

 she survived the fires of the Shoah 
to become the elegant and gracious matriarch,

 first in Colombia and later in the United States,
 of a family nurtured by her love and unstinting devotion.

 She found grace in the eyes of all whose lives she touched, 
and merited to see all her children build lives 

enriched by faithful commitment 
to the spreading of Torah and Ahavat Yisrael.

e icate  with ove 

The Rohr Family
ew ork & iami, 
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מחזור קורן לראש השנה
he oren osh a hana a zor
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nnulment of ows   rev osh a hana fi 

nnulment of ows
On the morning before Rosh HaShana, one should annul vows 

before three men, who sit as judges, saying:

עּו ָנא מ  Listen, please, my masters (expert judges): every vow or oath ׁשִ
or prohibition or restriction or ban that I have vowed or sworn, whether 
awake or in a dream, or that I swore with one of the holy names that may 
not be erased, or by the holy Tetragrammaton of God, blessed be He, or 
any naziriteship that I accepted on myself, even a naziriteship like that of 
Samson, or any prohibition, even against enjoyment, whether I forbade 
it to myself or others, by any expression of prohibition, whether using the 
language of prohibition or restriction or ban, or any positive commitment, 
even to perform a [non-obligatory] commandment, that I undertook by way 
of a vow or voluntary undertaking or oath or naziriteship or any other such 
expression, whether it was done by handshake or vow or voluntary under-
taking or commandment-mandated custom I have customarily practiced, 
or any utterance that I have verbalized, or any non-obligatory command-
ment or good practice or conduct I have vowed and resolved in my heart 
to do, and have done three times without specifying that it does not have 
the force of a vow, whether it relates to myself or others, both those known 
to me and those I have already forgotten – regarding all of them, I hereby 
express my retroactive regret, and ask and seek their annulment from you, 
my eminences. For I fear that I may stumble and be trapped, Heaven forbid, 
in the sin of vows, oaths, naziriteships, bans, prohibitions, restrictions and 
agreements. I do not regret, Heaven forbid, the performance of the good 
deeds I have done. I regret, rather, having accepted them on myself in the 
language of vow, oath, naziriteship, prohibition, ban, restriction, agreement 
or acceptance of the heart.  

Therefore I request annulment for them all. 

Judaism is a religion that stresses the sanctity of language, especially when 
used to accept or impose obligations on oneself. Deep significance attaches 
to vows and the other verbal undertakings: “If a man makes a vow to God, 
or makes an oath to obligate himself, he must not break his word. He must 
do everything he said” (Num. : ). In general, it is preferable not to invest 
voluntary commitments with the sacred status of a vow. “If you refrain from 
making a vow, you will not be guilty” (Deut. : ). “It is better not to vow 
than to make a vow and not fulfill it” (Eccl. : ).
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 fi התרת נדרים   ערב ראש השנה 

  התרת נדרים

ר אֹו קֹוָנם  בּוָעה אֹו ִאּסָ ֶדר אֹו ׁש ל נ ִחים), ּכ ָּיִנים ֻממ עּו ָנא ַרּבֹוַתי (ּדַ מ ׁשִ

On the morning before ראש השנה, one should annul vows 
before three men, who sit as judges, saying:

מֹות  ׁשֵ ּב י  ּתִ ע ֽ ּבַ ִנׁש אֹו  ַבֲחֹום,  אֹו  ָהִקיץ  ּב י  ּתִ ע ֽ ּבַ ִנׁש אֹו  י  ּתִ ר ַדֽ ּנָ ׁשֶ ֶרם  ֵחֽ אֹו 
ִזירּות  נ ִמיֵני  ל  כ ו הּוא,   רּוך ּבָ הוי״ה  ם  ׁשֵ ּוב ָחִקים  ִנמ ֵאיָנם  ׁשֶ ים  דֹוׁשִ ַהּק
ל ׁשּום ִאּסּור ַוֲאִפּלּו ִאּסּור ֲהָנָאה  כ ׁשֹון, ו מ ִזירּות ׁשִ י ַוֲאִפּלּו נַי ָע ּתִ ל ֽ ּבַ ּקִ ׁשֶ
ׁשֹון ִאּסּור אֹו  ל ין ּבִ ל ִאּסּור ּבֵ ל ָלׁשֹון ׁשֶ כ י ָעַלי אֹו ַעל ֲאֵחִרים ּב ּתִ ר ָאַסֽ ׁשֶ
ׁשֹון  ל ין ּבִ י ָעַלי ּבֵ ּתִ ל ֽ ּבַ ּקִ ָוה ׁשֶ ל ִמצ ָלה ֲאִפּּו ׁשֶ ל ׁשּום ַקּבָ כ ֶרם אֹו קֹוָנם, ו ֵחֽ
ל  כ ּב ין  ּבֵ ִזירּות  נ ׁשֹון  ל ּבִ ין  ּבֵ בּוָעה  ׁש ׁשֹון  ל ּבִ ין  ּבֵ ָדָבה  נ ׁשֹון   ּבִ ין  ּבֵ ֶדר  נ
ָהג  ָדָבה ּוֵבין ׁשּום ִמנ נ  ֶדר ּוֵבין ּכ ל נ ין ּכ ף. ּבֵ ִקיַעת ּכָ ת ה ּבִ ֲעׂשֶ ַגם ַהּנַ ׁשֹון, וָ
י  ּתִ ר ַדֽ ּנָ י אֹו ׁשֶ ָּיָצא ִמּפִ ָפַתי ׁשֶ ל מֹוָצא ׂש כ ִמי, ו י ֶאת ַעצ ּתִ ג ַהֽ ּנָ ָוה ׁשֶ ל ִמצ ׁשֶ
אֹו  טֹוָבה  ָהָגה  ַהנ ֵאיזֹו  אֹו  וֹת  צ ֵמַהּמִ ָוה  ִמצ ׁשּום  ֲַעׂשֹות  י  ִלּבִ ב י  ּתִ ר ָגַמֽ ו
ֶדר. ֵהן  ִלי נ ֵהא ּב ּי ֵנֽיִתי ׁשֶ לֹא ִהת ָעִמים, ו לֹׁש ּפ י ׁשָ ּתִ ג ַהֽ ּנָ ֵאיֶזה ָדָבר טֹוב ׁשֶ
דּוִעים ִלי ֵהן אֹוָתן  ֲאֵחִרים, ֵהן אֹוָתן ַהי ִמי ֵהן ַע ַעצ יִתי, ֵהן ַע ֽ ָעׂשִ ָבר ׁשֶ ּדָ
ׁש ֲאִני  ַבּקֵ ׁשֹוֵאל ּומ ָרא, ו הֹון ֵמִעּקָ ָנא ב ט ֲחַרֽ הֹון ִאת ֻכּל י. ּב ּתִ ח ַכֽ ָבר ׁשָ ּכ ׁשֶ
לֹום,  ׁשָ ו ַחס  י,  ּתִ ד ֽ ּכַ ִנל ו ל  ׁשֵ ֶאּכָ ן  ּפֶ אִתי  ָיֵרֽ י  ּכִ ֲעֵליֶהם,  ָרה  ַהּתָ ֶכם  ֲעַלת ִמּמַ
ֵאין  מֹות. ו ּכָ ַהס קֹוָנמֹות ו ִאּסּוִרין ו ִזירֹות ַוֲחָרמֹות ו בּועֹות ּונ ָדִרים ּוׁש ֲעוֹן נ ּבַ
יִתי, ַרק  ֽ ָעׂשִ ים ַהּטֹוִבים ָהֵהם ׁשֶ ֲעׂשִ לֹום, ַעל ִקּיּום ַהּמַ ׁשָ ֲאִני תֹוֵהא, ַחס ו
אֹו  ִזירּות  נ אֹו  בּוָעה  ׁש אֹו  ֶדר  נ ׁשֹון  ל ּבִ ָיִנים  ָהִענ ַלת  ַקּבָ  ַע ָחֵרט  ִמת ֲאִני 
ָחֵרט ֲאִני ַעל ֶזה  ֵלב, ּוִמת ָלה ב ָמה אֹו ַקּבָ ּכָ ֶרם אֹו קֹוָנם אֹו ַהס ִאּסּור אֹו ֵחֽ
ִאּסּור  ֶרם ו ֵחֽ ִזירּות ו בּוָעה ּונ ֶדר ּוׁש ִלי נ ה ָדָבר ֶזה ּב ִני עֹוׂשֶ י ִהנ ּתִ ר ּלֹא ָאַמֽ ׁשֶ

ֵלב.  ָלה ב ַקּבָ קֹוָנם ו ו
הֹון. ֻכּל ָרה ּב ָלֵכן ֲאִני ׁשֹוֵאל ַהּתָ

nnulment of ows
To avoid entering the High Holy Days under the pressure of unfulfilled un-
dertakings to God, our custom is to annul or “release” vows on the morning 
before Rosh HaShana. A related, though more solemn, ceremony takes place 
immediately prior to Yom Kippur in the form of Kol Nidrei. 
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nnulment of ows   rev osh a hana fi 

I regret all these things I have mentioned, whether they related to monetary 
matters, or to the body or to the soul. 

In relation to them all, I regret the language of vow, oath, naziriteship, prohibi-
tion, ban, penalty, and acceptance of the heart. 

To be sure, according to the law, one who regrets and seeks annulment must 
specify the vow [from which he seeks release]. But please know, my masters, 
that it is impossible to specify them, for they are many. I do not seek release 
from vows that cannot be annulled. Therefore, may it be in your eyes as if I 
had specified them.

The judges say the following three times:

May all be permitted to you. May all be forgiven you. May all be allowed to 
you. There is now no vow, oath, naziriteship, ban, prohibition, penalty, os-
tracism, excommunication, or curse. There is now pardon, forgiveness and 
atonement. And just as the earthly court has granted permission, so may the 
heavenly court grant permission.

The one seeking annulment of vows says:

Behold I make a formal declaration before you that I cancel from now onward 
all vows and all oaths, naziriteships, prohibitions, penalties, bans, agreements 
and acceptances of the heart that I may accept upon myself, whether awake or 
in a dream, except a vow to fast that I undertake at the time of the afternoon 
prayer. If I forget the conditions of this declaration and make a vow from this 
day onward, as of now I retroactively regret them and declare them to be null 
and void, without effect or validity, and they shall have no force whatsoever. 
Regarding them all, I regret them from now and for ever. 

The basis of release is regret: had one known what one knows now, one 
would not have undertaken the vow. The release is performed by three adult 
men sitting as a court, and its effect is retroactive: it is as if the vow had never 
been made. The entire process emphasizes the solemnity of verbal commit-
ments. We must be true to our word and never lightly promise to do what 
we may not be able to fulfill.

 Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik explained that the annulment of vows is similar 
to the process of repentance itself. We express ĥarata, remorse, for our sins. 
We would not have committed them had we fully understood what the con-
sequences would be, and had we been reflective rather than impulsive. Thus 
repentance has the power, as does the annulment of vows, to undo the past, 
at least insofar as sins between us and God.
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 fi התרת נדרים   ערב ראש השנה 

ָממֹון,  ִעים ּב ָבִרים ַהּנֹוג ים ִמּד ֲעׂשִ ין ִאם ָהיּו ַהּמַ ר, ּבֵ ּכָ ז ל ַהּנִ ָחֵרט ַעל ּכ ֲאִני ִמת
ָמה. ׁשָ ִעים ֶאל ַהּנ ָבִרים ַהּנֹוג ין ֵמַהּד גּוף, ּבֵ ִעים ּב ָבִרים ַהּנֹוג ין ֵמַהּד ּבֵ

קֹוָנם  ֶרם ו ֵחֽ ִאּסּור ו ִזירּות ו בּוָעה ּונ ֶדר ּוׁש ׁשֹון נ ָחֵרט ַעל ל הֹון ֲאִני ִמת ֻכּל ּב
ֵלב. ָלה ב ַקּבָ ו

עּו ָנא  ּד ֶדר, ַאך רֹט ַהּנ ִלפ ָרה ָצִריך ׁש ַהּתָ ַבּקֵ ַהמ ָחֵרט ו ת ין ַהּמִ ד ַהּדִ ה ִמּצַ ִהּנֵ ו
ָרה ַע אֹוָתם  ׁש ַהּתָ ַבּקֵ ֵאין ֲאִני מ ים ֵהם. ו י ַרּבִ ָטם, ּכִ ר פ ר ל ׁשָ י ִאי ֶאפ ַרּבֹוַתי, ּכִ
ָטם. ּו ָהִיֽיִתי פֹורִּא ֵעיֵניֶכם ּכ יּו ָנא ב ן ִיה יר אֹוָתם, ַעל ּכֵ ַהּתִ  ֵאין ָדִרים ׁשֶ ַהּנ

לֹא  אן  ּכָ ֵאין   . ָלך רּוִיים  ׁש ַהּכֹל   , ָלך חּוִלים  מ ַהּכֹל   , ָלך ִרים  ֻמּתָ יּו  ִיה ַהּכֹל 
The judges say the following three times:

ִנּדּוי  לֹא  ו קֹוָנם  לֹא  ו ִאּסּור  לֹא  ו ֶרם  ֵחֽ לֹא  ו ִזירּות  נ לֹא  ו בּוָעה  ׁש לֹא  ו ֶדר  נ
ם  ׁשֵ ּוכ ָרה.  ַכּפָ ו ִיָחה  ּוס ִחיָלה  מ אן  ּכָ ֵיׁש   ֲאָב ָארּור.  לֹא  ו א  ּתָ מ ׁשַ לֹא  ו

ָלה. ע  ַמֽ ין ׁשֶ ית ּדִ ִרים ִמּבֵ יּו ֻמּתָ ִיה ך ה, ּכָ ּטָ ל ַמֽ ין ׁשֶ ֵבית ּדִ יִרים ּב ּתִ ּמַ ׁשֶ

ָדִרים  ַהּנ ל  ּכ א  ַהּבָ ּול אן  ִמּכָ ל  ַבּטֵ מ ַוֲאִני  ֵניֶכם,  ִלפ מֹוָדָעה  מֹוֵסר  ֲאִני  ֲהֵרי 
The one seeking annulment of vows says:

ֵלב  ָלה ב ַקּבָ מֹות ו ּכָ ַהס קֹוָנמֹות ַוֲחָרמֹות ו ִאּסּוִרין ו ִזירֹות ו בּועֹות ּונ ל ׁש כ ו
ַעת  ׁש ֵרי ַתֲעִנית ּבִ ד ֲחלֹום, חּוץ ִמּנִ ָהִקיץ ֵהן ּבַ ִמי, ֵהן ּב ַעצ ל ָעַלי ּב ֲאַקּבֵ ׁשֶ
ה  ֵמַעּתָ עֹוד,  ֵמַהּיֹום  ֶאּדֹר  ו ַהּזֹאת  מֹוָדָעה  ַנאי  ִלת ח  ּכַ ֶאׁש ִאם  ּוב ָחה.  ִמנ
ָלא  ִלין,  ֻבּטָ ּומ ֵטִלין  ּב ן  ּלָ ּכֻ יּו  ִּיה ׁשֶ ֲעֵליֶהם  ֶנה  ּוַמת ֲעֵליֶהם  ָחֵרט  ִמת ֲאִני 
הֹון  ּב ָנא  ט ֲחַרֽ ִאת ן  ֻכּלָ ּב  .ָל ּוכ ָל  ּכ ָחִלין  הֹון  י ָלא  ו ַקָּיִמין,  ָלא  ו ִריִרין  ׁש

ַעד עֹוָלם.  ה ו ֵמַעּתָ

The undertakings involved here relate to vows made to God in respect 
of behavior not categorically demanded or forbidden by Jewish law. The 
declaration covers a range of such commitments. A neder is a vow forbidding 
something to oneself. An isar is a more general category of self-imposed 
prohibition. A shevua is an oath relating to an action rather than an object. It 
is a promise to do, or not do, a certain act. A ĥerem renders an object forbid-
den by designating it as sacred property. A konam designates it as if it were 
a sacrifice. Nezirut, the acceptance, usually for a period of thirty days, of the 
status of a nazirite (Num. : – ), involves abstaining from wine or grapes, 
cutting one’s hair, or contact with a corpse.
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roz ul   rev osh a hana fi 

Prozbul
On the last day of a Shemitta year, all debts which one Jew owes another are annulled. 

One who wishes to collect his debts nonetheless must give a court of three judges a prozbul – 
a transfer of the debts to the court – after which he might collect the debts as the court’s 

representative. This form, and other variations, may be found on the Koren website. See  law  .
After the creditor says the declaration marked by quotation marks, 

the judges sign the following form, and give it to the creditor:

We three were sitting as a Beit Din, and (name) son of (father’s name) came 
before us and said:

“As this year is the seventh year, and I am owed money, in debts that 
are documented or orally agreed upon, by individuals and/or by 
companies, I hereby present this Prozbul and transfer every debt 
owed me to you, the judges before whom I make my declaration, 
and thus authorize you to exact payment of every debt I am owed. 
Henceforth you will be my executors and may exact repayment 
in my name. If you do not exact repayment, then I myself, having 
presented this Prozbul, may henceforth exact repayment of every 
debt that is owed me at this time, from any debtor, at any time 
that I choose.”

This being in order we, the Beit Din undersigned – having seen that this 
person has presented this Prozbul in accordance with the procedure 
laid out by Hillel and the sages – decree that the seventh year will not 
cancel the debts owed him, and that he will thus be entitled to exact their 
repayment at any time he chooses. We undersign this on the (insert date) 
day of the month of Elul in the year (insert Hebrew year), here in (insert location).

Signed: (signature of judge)

Signed: (signature of judge)

Signed: (signature of judge)

ing that they might be unable to reclaim their money. This was in direct con-
travention of the Torah (see Deut. : ). Seeing that the poor were suffering, 
Hillel devised the prozbul, a legal agreement by which the lender transfers 
his loan to the Beit Din, thus circumscribing the release of debts (Mishna, 
Gittin b). A prozbul is usually written on the last day of a sabbatical year.
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 fi פרוזבול   ערב ראש השנה 

 פרוזבול

פלוני)  ן  ּבֶ (פלוני  ָפֵנֽינּו  ל ּוָבא  ָהֵוֽיָנא,  ֲחָדא  ּכַ יָנא  ּדִ י  ּבֵ ָלָתא  ּת מֹוַתב  ּב

On the last day of a שמיטה year, all debts which one Jew owes another are annulled. 
One who wishes to collect his debts nonetheless must give a court of three judges a פרוזבול – 

a transfer of the debts to the court – after which he might collect the debts as the court’s 
representative. This form, and other variations, may be found on the Koren website. See  law  .

After the creditor says the declaration marked by quotation marks, 
the judges sign the following form, and give it to the creditor:

נּו: ָאַמר ָלֽ ו
ַעל  ָטר ּוב ׁש ֵיׁש ִלי חֹובֹות ּבִ ִביִעית, ו  ַנת ַהׁשּ ָנה זֹו ִהיא ׁש ״ֵהן ׁשָ
ּבּול  רֹוז ֵניֶכם ּפ פ יִני מֹוֵסר ּבִ /אֹו ֲחָברֹות, ַוֲהֵרֽ ים ו ה ַעל ֵאיֶזה ֲאָנׁשִ ּפֶ
ִהיר, ַוֲהֵריִני  ֵניֶהם ֲאִני ַמצ פ ּבִ ָּיִנים ׁשֶ ֵּיׁש ִלי ָלֶכם, ַהּדַ ל חֹוב ׁשֶ כ ֶזה ו
ם  ַאּתֶ ֱהיּו  ה  ּוֵמַעּתָ ִלי,  ֵּיׁש  ׁשֶ חֹוב  ל  ּכ ּבֹות  ִלג ֶכם  ֶאת ה  ׁשֶ ַמר
יָון  ה ּכֵ ם, ֵמַעּתָ ּוהּו ַאּתֶ ּבֽ ג ִאם לֹא ּתִ י; וִִבי ׁש בּו אֹותֹו ּבִ ָּיִנים ּוג ּדַ
ֶצל  ֵּיׁש ִלי ַעד ַהּיֹום ֵאֽ ל חֹוב ׁשֶ ה ֲאִני ּכ ּבֶ ּבּול ֶזה, ֶאג רֹוז י ּפ ּתִ ַסר ּמָ ׁשֶ

ֶצה״. ֶאר ַמן ׁשֶ ל ז ל ָאָדם ּכ ּכ
הֹוִאיל  כֹוִנים, ו ָבָריו נ ינּו ּד ָרִאֽ יָון ׁשֶ ה, ּכֵ ּטָ ין ַהֲחתּוִמים ַמֽ ית ַהּדִ נּו, ּבֵ ָאֽ ו
ט  ּמֵ ׁשַ ּלֹא ּת נּו ׁשֶ ע ל ַוֲחָז״ל, ָקַבֽ ַנת ִהּלֵ ַתּקָ ּבּול ּכ רֹוז ֵרי ּפ ב ָפֵנֽינּו ּדִ ּוָמַסר ל
אנּו ַעל ֶהָחתּום,  ֶצה. ּוָבֽ ִּיר ל ֵעת ׁשֶ ּבֹוָתם ּכ יּוַכל ִלג ִביִעית חֹובֹוָתיו ו ׁש
.(insert location)ּפֹה ב ,(insert year) ַנת ֽחֶֹדׁש ֱאלּול ׁש ל (insert day of month) יֹום

(signature of judge) :ֻאם נ
(signature of judge) :ֻאם נ

(signature of judge) :ֻאם נ

rozbul 
The Torah (Deut. : ) prescribes that all debts be canceled in the seventh 
year. In the late Second Temple period, however, Hillel noted that the wealthy 
were refusing to give loans to the poor as the seventh year approached, know-

RH Machzor A USA.indb   7RH Machzor A USA.indb   7 16-May-13   1:21:12 PM16-May-13   1:21:12 PM



iruvin   rev osh a hana fi 

 ruv e umin
On Shabbat and Yom Tov it is forbidden to walk more than  cubits (about  feet) 

beyond the boundary (teĥum) of the town where you live or are staying when the day begins. 
By placing food sufficient for two meals, before nightfall, at a point within  cubits

 from the town limits, you confer on that place the status of a dwelling for the 
next day, and are then permitted to walk  cubits from there.

רּוך  ,Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe ּבָ
who has made us holy through His commandments, 
and has commanded us about the mitzva of Eiruv.
By this Eiruv may we be permitted to walk from this place, two thousand cubits in any 
direction.

iruv atzerot
On Shabbat it is forbidden to carry objects from one private domain to another, or from 

a private domain into space shared by others, such as a communal staircase, corridor 
or courtyard. If the first day of Rosh HaShana falls on Shabbat an Eiruv Ĥatzerot 
is created when each of the Jewish households in a court or apartment block, before 

Shabbat, places a loaf of bread or matza in one of the homes. The entire court or 
block then becomes a single private domain within which it is permitted to carry. 

רּוך  ,Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe ּבָ
who has made us holy through His commandments, 
and has commanded us about the mitzva of Eiruv.
By this Eiruv may we be permitted to move, carry out and carry in from the houses 
to the courtyard, or from the courtyard to the houses, or from house to house, for all 
the houses within the courtyard.

iruv avshilin
It is not permitted to cook for Shabbat when the first day of Rosh HaShana falls on 
a Thursday unless an Eiruv Tavshilin has been made prior to Rosh HaShana. This 
is done by taking a loaf or piece of matza together with a boiled egg , or a piece of 
cooked fish or meat to be used on Shabbat. While holding them, say the following:

רּוך  ,Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe ּבָ
who has made us holy through His commandments, 
and has commanded us about the mitzva of Eiruv.
By this Eiruv may we be permitted to bake, cook, insulate food, light a flame and do 
everything necessary on the festival for the sake of Shabbat, for us and for all Jews 
living in this city. 

“guarantor,” who joins another in a bond of shared responsibility; and arev, 
“pleasant,” the mood that prevails when people join in friendship. An Eiruv 
softens the sharp divides of boundaries. 
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 fi עירובין   ערב ראש השנה 

  עירוב תחומין

ֶך ָהעֹוָלם ינּו ֶמֽ ה יהוה ֱאֵֹהֽ רּוך ַאּתָ ּבָ

On שבת and יום טוב it is forbidden to walk more than  cubits (about  feet) 
beyond the boundary (תחום) of the town where you live or are staying when the day begins. 

By placing food sufficient for two meals, before nightfall, at a point within  cubits 
from the town limits, you confer on that place the status of a dwelling for the 

next day, and are then permitted to walk  cubits from there.

ַות ֵערּוב. ֽנּו ַעל ִמצ ִצּוָ וָֹתיו ו ִמצ נּו ּב ֽ ׁשָ ר ִקּד ֲאׁשֶ
ל רּוָחא. כ ין ל ִפין ַאּמִ ֵרין ַאל ָרא ָהֵדין ּת ֵמיַזל ֵמַאת ֵרא ִלי ל ֵהא ׁש ֵדין ֵערּוָבא י ּב

עירוב חצרות

ֶלך ָהעֹוָלם ינּו ֶמֽ ה יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ רּוך ַאּתָ ּבָ

On שבת it is forbidden to carry objects from one private domain to another, 
or from a private domain into space shared by others, such as a communal staircase, 

corridor or courtyard. If the first day of ראש השנה falls on שבת, an עירוב חצרות 
is created when each of the Jewish households in a court or apartment block, before שבת,

places a loaf of bread or matza in one of the homes. The entire court or block 
then becomes a single private domain within which it is permitted to carry.

ַות ֵערּוב. ֽנּו ַעל ִמצ ִצּוָ וָֹתיו ו ִמצ נּו ּב ֽ ׁשָ ר ִקּד ֲאׁשֶ
ים ֶלָחֵצר ּוִמן ֶהָחֵצר  ּתִ ַעּיֹוֵלי ִמן ַהּבָ ַאּפֹוֵקי ּול טֹוֵלי ּול ַטל ָנא ל ֵרא ַלֽ ֵהא ׁש ֵדין ֵערּוָבא י ּב

ָחֵצר. ּבֶ ים ׁשֶ ּתִ ל ַהּבָ כ ִית ל ַבֽ ִית ל ֽ ים ּוִמּבַ ּתִ ַלּבָ

  עירוב תבשילין

ֶלך ָהעֹוָלם ינּו ֶמֽ ה יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ רּוך ַאּתָ ּבָ

It is not permitted to cook for שבת when the first day of ראש השנה falls on 
Thursday unless an עירוב תבשלין has been made prior to ראש השנה. This is done 
by taking a loaf or piece of matza together with a boiled egg , or a piece of cooked 

fish or meat to be used on שבת. While holding them, say the following:

ַות ֵערּוב. ֽנּו ַעל ִמצ ִצּוָ וָֹתיו ו ִמצ נּו ּב ֽ ׁשָ ר ִקּד ֲאׁשֶ
ד  ּבַ ֶמע ָרָגא ּול ָלָקא ׁש ַאד ָמָנא ּול ַאט ָלא ּול ָ ַבׁשּ ֵמיֵפא ּול ָנא ל ֵרא ַלֽ ֵהא ׁש ֵדין ֵערּוָבא י ּב

ִעיר ַהּזֹאת. ִרים ּבָ ָרֵאל ַהּדָ ל ִיׂש כ נּו ּול ָתא, ָלֽ ּב ׁשַ ָנא ִמּיֹוָמא ָטָבא ל ֽ ּכַ ר ל צ ּכ

ruvin 
Eiruvin are halakhic devices relating to Shabbat and Yom Tov by which 
the sages “joined” different domains of space and time. Eiruv comes from 
the same root as erev, “evening,” the time that joins day and night; arev, a 
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candle ighting   rev osh a hana fi 

  andle ighting

On both nights, say the following blessing and then light the candles. 
On the second night, the candles must be lit from an existing flame. 

If the first day of Rosh HaShana is Shabbat, cover the eyes with the hands after lighting 
the candles and say the following blessing , adding the words in parentheses.

רּוך  ,Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe ּבָ
who has made us holy through His commandments, 
and has commanded us to light 
(the Sabbath light and) the festival light.

The blessing “Sheheĥeyanu” (“Who has given us life”) is said on both evenings.

רּוך  ,Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe ּבָ
who has given us life, sustained us, and brought us to this time.

Prayer after candlelighting (add the words in parentheses as appropriate):

ִהי י May it be Your will, Lord my God and God of my forebears, that You 
give me grace – me (and my husband/and my father/and my mother/
and my sons and my daughters) and all those close to me, and give us 
and all Israel good and long lives. And remember us with a memory that 
brings goodness and blessing; come to us with compassion and bless us 
with great blessings. Build our homes until they are complete, and allow 
Your Presence to live among us. And may I merit to raise children and 
grandchildren, each one wise and understanding, loving the Lord and in 
awe of God, people of truth, holy children, who will cling on to the Lord 
and light up the world with Torah and with good actions, and with all 
the kinds of work that serve the Creator. Please, hear my pleading at this 
time, by the merit of Sarah and Rebecca, Rachel and Leah our mothers, 
and light our candle that it should never go out, and light up Your face, 
so that we shall be saved, Amen.

wife, parent and child, sustained and strengthened by the love of God. In 
the soft luster of this holy light we see the pristine beauty of the familiar and 
recover a sense of the sacred, the immanence of transcendence, as it bathes 
the faces of those we love with its radiance. 
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 fi הדלקת נרות   ערב ראש השנה 

  הדלקת נרות

ֶלך ָהעֹוָלם ינּו ֶמֽ ה יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ רּוך ַאּתָ   ּבָ

On both nights, say the following blessing and then light the candles. 
On the second night, the candles must be lit from an existing flame. 

If the first day of ראש השנה is שבת, cover the eyes with the hands after lighting 
the candles and say the following blessing , adding the words in parentheses.

וָֹתיו  ִמצ נּו ּב ֽ ׁשָ ר ִקּד ֲאׁשֶ
ל) יֹום טֹוב. ׁשֶ ת ו ּבָ ל (ׁשַ ִליק ֵנר ׁשֶ ַהד ֽנּו ל ִצּוָ ו

ֶלך ָהעֹוָלם ינּו ֶמֽ ה יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ רּוך ַאּתָ  ּבָ
The blessing ֶהֱחָיֽנּו .is said on both evenings ׁשֶ

ַמן ַהֶּזה. ּזַ נּו יָעֽ ִהּגִ נּו, ו ָמֽ ִקּי ֶהֱחָיֽנּו ו ׁשֶ

ֶאת  ו) אֹוִתי  חֹוֵנן  ּת ׁשֶ ֲאבֹוַתי,  ֵואלֵֹהי  ֱאַֹהי  יהוה  ָפֶנֽיָך   ּ ִמ ָרצֹון  ִהי  י
Prayer after candlelighting (add the words in parentheses as appropriate):

 
רֹוַבי,  ל ק ֶאת ּכ נֹוַתי) ו ֶאת ּב ַני ו ֶאת ּבָ י / ו ֶאת ִאּמִ ֶאת ָאִבי / ו י / ו ִאיׁשִ
טֹוָבה  רֹון  ִזכ ּב נּו  ֵרֽ ּכ ִתז ו ים,  ַוֲאֻרּכִ טֹוִבים  ַחִּיים  ָרֵאל  ִיׂש ל  כ ּול נּו  ָלֽ ן  ִתּתֶ ו
דֹולֹות,  ּ ָרכֹות ג נּו ּב ֵכֽ ָבר ַרֲחִמים, ּות ׁשּוָעה ו ת י ֻקּדַ פ נּו ּבִ ֵדֽ ק ִתפ ָרָכה, ו ּוב
ָבִנים  ֵני  ּוב ִנים  ּבָ ל  ַגּדֵ ל ִני  ֽ ַזּכֵ ו יֵנֽינּו.  ּבֵ ָך  ִכיָנת ׁש ן  ּכֵ ַתׁש ו ינּו  ֽ ּתֵ ּבָ ִלים  ַתׁש ו
ֽקֶֹדׁש,  ַרע  ז ֱאֶמת  י  ׁשֵ ַאנ ֱאלִֹהים,  ֵאי  ִיר יהוה  אֹוֲהֵבי  בֹוִנים,  ּונ ֲחָכִמים 
ל  כ ּוב טֹוִבים  ים  ַמֲעׂשִ ּוב תֹוָרה  ּ ב ָהעֹוָלם  ֶאת  ִאיִרים  ּומ ֵבִקים  ּד יהוה  ּבַ
כּות  ז ֵעת ַהזֹּאת ּבִ ִתי ּבָ ִחּנָ ַמע ֶאת ּת א ׁש ָאּנָ ֶלֽאֶכת ֲעבֹוַדת ַהּבֹוֵרא.  מ
עֹוָלם ָוֶעד,  ה ל ּבֶ א ִיכ ֹּ נּו ׁשֶ ָהֵאר ֵנֵרֽ ינּו, ו ֵלָאה ִאּמֹוֵתֽ ָרֵחל ו ָקה ו ִרב ָרה ו ׂשָ

ָעה. ָאֵמן. ֽ ׁשֵ ִנּוָ ֶנֽיָך ו ָהֵאר ּפָ ו

adlakat nerot – candle lighting
The lights kindled before Shabbat and Yom Tov symbolize the Divine Pres-
ence (“The Lord is my light,” Ps. : ), as well as shalom bayit, the domestic 
peace that prevails when a home is filled with the love between husband and 
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     osh a hana vening fi 

On the first night of Rosh HaShana it is customary to greet people as follows:

ָנה טֹוָבה ׁשָ ל May your name be written and sealed 
for a good year.

Rosh HaShana Evening

lessing the hildren

On the evenings of Rosh HaShana, many have the custom to bless their children.

To sons, say: To daughters, say:

ָך מ ׂשִ י May God 
make you like Ephraim 
and Manasseh.

יֵמך ׂשִ י May God 
make you like Sarah, Rebecca, 
Rachel and Leah.

Gen. 

ָך ָבֶרכ י May the Lord bless you and protect you. 
May the Lord make His face shine on you 

and be gracious to you. 
May the Lord turn His face toward you 

and grant you peace.

Num. 

ten and sealed in the book of life. By giving this greeting, we therefore pray 
that those around us be considered perfectly righteous – for as we judge 
others, so are we judged. Those who judge others harshly are judged harshly. 
Those who judge others favorably are judged favorably. 
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 fi ברכת הבנים   ליל ראש השנה 

ֵתָחֵתם. ֵתב ו ּכָ ָנה טֹוָבה ּתִ ׁשָ ל

On the first night of ראש השנה it is customary to greet people as follows:

To a man:

ִמי. ֵתָחֵתֽ ִבי ו ת ּכָ ָנה טֹוָבה ּתִ ׁשָ ל
To a woman:

מּו. ֵתָחֵתֽ בּו ו ת ּכָ ָנה טֹוָבה ּתִ ׁשָ ל
To men:

ָנה. מ ֵתָחַתֽ ָנה ו ב ַתֽ ּכָ ָנה טֹוָבה ּתִ ׁשָ ל
To women:

 סדר ליל ראש השנה

ברכת הבנים
On the evenings of ראש השנה, many have the custom to bless their children.

To sons, say:To daughters, say:

ָך ֱאלִֹהים  מ ׂשִ י
ה׃ ֶ ַנׁשּ ִכמ ִים ו ַרֽ ֶאפ ּכ

יֵמך ֱאלִֹהים ׂשִ י
ֵלָאה. ָקה ָרֵחל ו ָרה ִרב ׂשָ ּכ

ָך׃  ֶרֽ מ ִיׁש ָך יהוה ו ָבֶרכ י
׃ ּֽךָ יָך ִויֻחּנֶ ָניו ֵאֶלֽ ָיֵאר יהוה ּפָ

לֹום׃ ָך ׁשָ  ם ָיׂשֵ יָך ו ָניו ֵאֶלֽ א יהוה ּפָ ָ ִיׂשּ

בראשית מח

במדבר ו

ֵתָחֵתם ֵתב ו ּכָ ָנה טֹוָבה ּתִ ׁשָ  May your name be written and sealed for a good year. 
According to the Talmud, only the perfectly righteous are immediately writ-
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    osh a hana vening fi 

On Friday night the following is said before Kiddush.
Many people sing each of the four verses of the following song three times:

לֹום ֲעֵליֶכם  ,Welcome, ministering angels, angels of the Most High ׁשָ
from the Supreme King of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He.

Enter in peace, angels of peace, angels of the Most High, 
from the Supreme King of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He.

Bless me with peace, angels of peace, angels of the Most High, 
from the Supreme King of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He.

Go in peace, angels of peace, angels of the Most High, 
from the Supreme King of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He.

ָאָכיו י ַמל  ,He will command His angels about you ּכִ
to guard you in all your ways. 
May the Lord guard your going out and your return, 
from now and for all time.

ִיל ת־ַחֽ  .A woman of strength, who can find? Her worth is far beyond pearls ֵאׁשֶ
Her husband’s heart trusts in her, and he has no lack of gain. She brings 
him good, not harm, all the days of her life. She seeks wool and linen, and 
works with willing hands. She is like a ship laden with merchandise, bringing 
her food from afar. She rises while it is still night, providing food for her 
household, portions for her maids. She considers a field and buys it; from her 
earnings she plants a vineyard. She girds herself with strength, and braces her 
arms for her tasks. She sees that her business goes well; her lamp does not 
go out at night. She holds the distaff in her hand, and grasps the spindle with 
her palms. She reaches out her palm to the poor, and extends her hand to the 
needy. She has no fear for her family when it snows, for all her household is 
clothed in crimson wool. She makes elegant coverings; her clothing is fine 
linen and purple wool. Her husband is well known in the gates, where he 
sits with the elders of the land. She makes linen garments and sells them, and 
supplies merchants with sashes. She is clothed with strength and dignity; she 
can laugh at the days to come. She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the 
law of kindness is on her tongue. She watches over the ways of her household, 
and never eats the bread of idleness. Her children rise and call her happy; 
her husband also praises her: “Many women have excelled, but you surpass 
them all.” Charm is deceptive and beauty vain: it is the God-fearing woman 
who deserves praise. Give her the reward she has earned; let her deeds bring 
her praise in the gates.

Ps. 

Ps. 

Prov. 
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 fi אשת חיל   ליל ראש השנה fi שלום עליכם 

יֹון ֲאֵכי ֶעל ֵרת, ַמל ָ ֲאֵכי ַהׁשּ לֹום ֲעֵליֶכם, ַמל ׁשָ

On Friday night the following is said before קידוש:
Many people sing each of the four verses of the following song three times:

רּוך הּוא. דֹוׁש ּבָ ָלִכים, ַהּקָ ֵכי ַהּמ ַמל ֶלך ֽ ִמּמֶ
יֹון ֲאֵכי ֶעל לֹום, ַמל ָ ֲאֵכי ַהׁשּ לֹום, ַמ ׁשָ ּבֹוֲאֶכם ל

רּוך הּוא. דֹוׁש ּבָ ָלִכים, ַהּקָ ֵכי ַהּמ ַמל ֶלך ֽ ִמּמֶ
יֹון ֲאֵכי ֶעל לֹום, ַמל ָ ֲאֵכי ַהׁשּ לֹום, ַמל ׁשָ ֽכּוִני ל ר ּבָ

רּוך הּוא. דֹוׁש ּבָ ָלִכים, ַהּקָ ֵכי ַהּמ ַמל ֶלך ֽ ִמּמֶ
יֹון ֲאֵכי ֶעל לֹום, ַמל ָ ֲאֵכי ַהׁשּ לֹום, ַמל ׁשָ ֶכם ל ֵצאת

רּוך הּוא. דֹוׁש ּבָ ָלִכים, ַהּקָ ֵכי ַהּמ ַמל ֶלך ֽ ִמּמֶ
ָרֶכֽיָך׃ ל־ּד כ ָך ּב ר מ ִלׁש , ך ה־ּלָ ַצּוֶ ָאָכיו י י ַמל ּכִ

ַעד־עֹוָלם׃ ה ו ָך, ֵמַעּתָ ָך ּובֹוֶאֽ ר־ֵצאת מ יהוה ִיׁש

ָלל  ׁשָ ּה, וָ ע ּה ֵלב ּבַ ֽ ַטח ּבָ ָרּה׃ ּבָ ִניִנים ִמכ ָרחֹק ִמּפ ָצא, ו ִיל ִמי ִימ ת־ַחֽ ֵאׁשֶ
ים,  ּתִ ה ֶצֶֽמר ּוִפׁש ׁשָ ר ֵמי ַחֶּיֽיָה׃ ּדָ לֹא־ָרע, ּכֹל י הּו טֹוב ו ָמַלֽת ָסר׃ ּג לֹא ֶיח
ם  ק ֽ ָמּה׃ ַו ּתָ ִביא ַלח ָחק ּתָ ר ִנּיֹות סֹוֵחר, ִמּמֶ א ָתה ּכ ֽיָה׃ ָה י ּפֶ ֶפץ ּכַ ֵחֽ ַעׂש ּב ֽ ַוּתַ
הּו,  ֵחֽ ּקָ ֶדה ַוּתִ ָמה ׂשָ יָה׃ זָ מ ַנֲערֶֹתֽ חֹק ל ֵביָתּה, ו ֶרף ל ן ֶטֽ ּתֵ ָלה, ַוּתִ י ַֽ עֹוד ּב
יָה׃ ָט ֲעָמה  רֹועֶֹתֽ ץ ז ַאּמֵ ֶנֽיָה, ַוּת ת עֹוז מ ָרה ב ֶרם׃ ָח ג ָע ּכ ֽיָה ָנֽט ִרי ַכּפֶ ִמּפ
כּו  מ ֽ ֽיָה ּתָ ַכּפֶ יׁשֹור, ו ָחה ַבּכִ ּל יָה ׁשִ ָל ֵנָרּה׃ יָ ֶדֽ י ֽ ה ַבּלַ ּבֶ ָרּה, לֹא־ִיכ י־טֹוב ַסח ּכִ
ֶלג,  ֽ ָ ֵביָתּה ִמׁשּ יֹון׃ לֹ א־ִתיָרא ל ָחה ָלֶאב ּל יָה ׁשִ ָיֶדֽ ה ֶלָעִני, ו ׂשָ ר ּה ּפָ ׃ ּכַ ּפָ ךֶָֽפ
ּה׃  בּוׁשָ ָמן ל ּגָ ַאר ׁש ו ּה, ׁשֵ ָתה־ּלָ ים ָעׂש ַבּדִ ִנים׃ ַמ ר יָתּה ָלֻבׁש ׁשָ ל־ּבֵ י כ ּכִ
ּכֹר,  מ ַוּתִ ָתה  ָעׂש ָס ִדין  ֶרץ׃  ֵני־ָאֽ ִעם־ִזק ּתֹו  ב ׁשִ ּב ָלּה,  ע ּבַ ָעִרים   ׁשּ ּבַ נ ֹוָדע 
ֽ יָה  ּפִ ַאֲחרֹון׃  יֹום  ל ַחק  ׂש ַוּתִ ּה,  בּוׁשָ ל ָהָדר  עֹו ז־ו ַנֲעִני׃  ַלּכ ָנה  ָנת ַוֲחגֹור 
ֶלֶֽחם  יָתּה, ו ׁשֹוָנּה׃ צ ֹוִפָּיה ֲהִליכֹות ּבֵ ֶסד ַעל־ל תֹוַרת־ֶחֽ ָמה, ו כ ח ָחה ב ת ּפָ
נֹות  ָלּה׃ ַר ּבֹות ּבָ ַהל ָלּה ַוי ע ֽרּוָה, ּבַ  ַאׁשּ מּו ָבֶנֽיָה ַוי ֹא ֹתאֵכל׃ ק לּות ַעצ
ַאת־ ה ִיר ָ ֶבל ַהּֽיִֹפי, ִאׁשּ ֶהֽ ֶקר ַהֵחן ו ֽ ָֽנה׃ ׁשֶ ּלָ ַאּת ָעִלית ַעל־ּכֻ ִיל, ו ׂשּו ָחֽ ָעֽ
יָה׃ ֽ ָעִרים ַמֲעׂשֶ  ֽלּוָה ַבׁשּ יָה, ִויַהל ִרי ָיֶדֽ ּה ִמּפָנּו־ ל׃ ּת ַהּלָ יהוה ִהיא ִתת

תהלים צא

תהלים קכא

משלי לא
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   osh a hana vening fi 

 Kiddush for Rosh HaShana Evening
On Shabbat add:

And it was evening, and it was morning –
י ִ ׁשּ ִ  .the sixth day יֹום ַהׁשּ

Then the heavens and the earth were completed, and all their array. 
With the seventh day, God completed the work He had done. He 
ceased on the seventh day from all the work He had done. God blessed 
the seventh day and declared it holy, because on it He ceased from all 
His work He had created to do.

On other evenings start Kiddush here:

Please pay attention, my masters.

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe, 
who creates the fruit of the vine.

On Shabbat, add the words in parentheses.

רּוך  ,Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe ּבָ
who has chosen us from among all peoples, 
raised us above all tongues, 
and made us holy through His commandments. 
You have given us, Lord our God, in love, 
this (Sabbath and this) Day of Remembrance, 
a day of (recalling) blowing the shofar, 
(with love,) a holy assembly in memory of the exodus from Egypt, 
for You have chosen us and sanctified us above all peoples, 
and Your word is true and endures for ever. 
Blessed are You, Lord, King over all the earth, 
who sanctifies (the Sabbath,) Israel and the Day of Remembrance.

quietly: Gen. 

Gen. 

When saying Kiddush for others:

which we proclaim the holiness of the day. We do this in two ways, first by 
declaring the holiness of the day in the central blessing of the evening Amida, 
then at home by making a similar declaration over a cup of wine. Holiness 
in Judaism lives in these two environments: the community and the family.

רֹון יֹום ַהִּזּכָ ָרֵאל ו ׁש ִיׂש ַקּדֵ מ Who sanctifies Israel and the Day of Remembrance. The 
order here is precise. It was God who sanctified the Sabbath, but the Israelites 
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 fi קידוש   ליל ראש השנה 

  קידוש לליל ראש השנה

ִהי־ֽבֶֹקר ֶרב ַוי ִהי־ֶעֽ ַוי
On שבת  add:

י׃ ִ ׁשּ ִ יֹום ַהׁשּ
ִביִעי   ַהׁשּ ּיֹום  ּבַ ֱאלִֹהים  ַכל  ַוי ָבָאם׃  ל־צ כ ו ֶרץ  ָהָאֽ ו ִים  ַמֽ ָ ַהׁשּ ֻכּלּו  ַוי
ר  ּתֹו ֲאׁשֶ ַלאכ ל־מ ִביִעי ִמּכ  ּיֹום ַהׁשּ ּבֹת ּבַ ה, ַוִּיׁש ר ָעׂשָ ּתֹו ֲאׁשֶ ַלאכ מ
ַבת  ׁשָ בֹו  י  ּכִ אֹתֹו,  ׁש  ַקּדֵ ַוי ִביִעי,   ַהׁשּ ֶאת־יֹום  ֱאלִֹהים   ָבֶרך ַוי ה׃  ָעׂשָ

ָרא ֱאלִֹהים, ַלֲעׂשֹות׃ ר־ּבָ ּתֹו, ֲאׁשֶ ַלאכ ל־מ ִמּכ

ִרי ָמָרָנן ַסב
On other evenings start קידוש here:

ֶֽפן. ִרי ַהּגָ ָהעֹוָלם, ּבֹוֵרא ּפ ֶלך ינּו ֶמֽ ה יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ רּוך ַאּתָ ּבָ

ֶלך ָהעֹוָלם ינּו ֶמֽ ה יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ רּוך ַאּתָ ּבָ
On שבת, add the words in parentheses.

ל ָעם  נּו ִמּכ ֽ ַחר ּבָ ֽ ר ּבָ ֲאׁשֶ
וָֹתיו ִמצ נּו ּב ֽ ׁשָ ִקּד ל ָלׁשֹון, ו נּו ִמּכ ָמֽ רֹומ ו

ַאֲהָבה ינּו ּב נּו יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ ן ָלֽ ּתֶ ַוּתִ
ֶאת יֹום) ת ַהֶּזה ו ּבָ ַ ֶאת יֹום (ַהׁשּ

רּוָעה רֹון) ּת רֹון ַהֶּזה, יֹום (ִזכ ַהִּזּכָ
ִים ָרֽ יִציַאת ִמצִ ָרא קֶֹדׁש, ֵזֶֽכר ַאֲהָבה) ִמק ּב)
ים ל ָהַעּמִ ּתָ ִמּכ ׁש ֽ נּו ִקּדַ אֹוָתֽ ּתָ ו ר נּו ָבַחֽ י ָבֽ ּכִ

ַקָּים ָלַעד. ָך ֱאֶמת ו ָבר ּוד
ֶרץ ל ָהָאֽ ַעל ּכ ֶלך ה יהוה, ֶמֽ רּוך ַאּתָ ּבָ
רֹון. יֹום ַהִּזּכָ ָרֵאל ו ִיׂש ( ת ו ּבָ ַ ׁש (ַהׁשּ ַקּדֵ מ

בראשית א quietly 

בראשית ב

When saying קידוש for others

iddush
The first thing declared holy in the Torah is not a place but a time. God 
“blessed the seventh day and made it holy.” Kiddush is a performative act in 
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   osh a hana vening fi 

On Motza’ei Shabbat, the following Havdala is added:
רּוך  ,Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe ּבָ
who creates the lights of fire.
Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe, who distinguishes be-
tween sacred and secular, between light and darkness, between Israel and the 
nations, between the seventh day and the six days of work. You have made a 
distinction between the holiness of the Sabbath and the holiness of festivals, 
and have sanctified the seventh day above the six days of work. You have distin-
guished and sanctified Your people Israel with Your holiness. Blessed are You, 
Lord, who distinguishes between sacred and sacred.

The following blessing is said on both nights of Rosh HaShana. On the second night, new fruit 
is placed on the table, and one should have in mind that the blessing is also on the new fruit.

רּוך  ,Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe ּבָ
who has given us life, sustained us, and brought us to this time.

It is customary for all present to drink of the wine.

On the first night, following Kiddush and “HaMotzi,” 
an apple is dipped in honey and the following is said:

רּוך  ,Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe ּבָ
who creates the fruit of the tree.

After eating some of the apple and honey, say:

ִהי ָרצֹון י May it be Your will, Lord our God and God of our ancestors, 
that You renew for us a good and sweet year.

we cease merely to exist. We feel vividly alive. We are aware of the power of 
now. Life is God’s gift. The breath we breathe is His. To be a Jew is to make 
a blessing over life.

ustoms at the table on the night of osh a hana
The hands are washed, and the blessing “Who brings forth bread” is made 
over two loaves. It is customary on Rosh HaShana to dip the bread in honey 
as a sign that the coming year will be sweet.

Likewise it is a custom on the night of Rosh HaShana to eat an apple 
dipped in honey and say over it, first the blessing “Who creates the fruit of the 
tree” and then, “May it be Your will…that You renew for us a good and sweet 
year.” Eating food that tastes sweet is in memory of Nehemiah’s instruction 
to the people on Rosh HaShana to enjoy sweet food and drink (Neh. : ).
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 fi קידוש   ליל ראש השנה 

אֹוֵרי ָהֵאׁש. ָהעֹוָלם, ּבֹוֵרא מ ֶלך ינּו ֶמֽ ה יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ רּוך ַאּתָ  ּבָ
On מוצאי שבת, the following הבדלה is added:

ין אֹור  חֹל, ּבֵ ין ֽקֶֹדׁש ל יל ּבֵ ּדִ ב ֶלך ָהעֹוָלם, ַהּמַ ינּו ֶמֽ ה יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ רּוך ַאּתָ ּבָ
ין  ּבֵ ה.  ֲעׂשֶ ַהּמַ ֵמי  י ת  ׁשֶ ֽ ׁשֵ ל ִביִעי   ַהׁשּ יֹום  ין  ּבֵ ים,  ָלַעּמִ ָרֵאל  ִיׂש ין  ּבֵ  , ך ֽחֹׁשֶ ל
ֵמי  י ת  ׁשֶ ֽ ֵ ִמׁשּ ִביִעי   ַהׁשּ יֹום  ֶאת  ו  , ּתָ ל ֽ ּדַ ִהב טֹוב  יֹום  ת  ַ ֻדׁשּ קִ ת  ּבָ ׁשַ ת  ַ ֻדׁשּ ק
ה  רּוך ַאּתָ ָך. ּבָ ֶתֽ ָ ֻדׁשּ ק ָרֵא ּבִ ָך ִיׂש ּתָ ֶאת ַעּמ ׁש ֽ ִקּדַ ּתָ ו ל ֽ ּדַ ִהב , ּתָ ׁש ֽ ה ִקּדַ ֲעׂשֶ ַהּמַ

ֽקֶֹדׁש. ין ֽקֶֹדׁש ל י ּבֵ ּדִ ב יהוה, ַהּמַ

ֶלך ָהעֹוָלם  ינּו ֶמֽ ה יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ רּוך ַאּתָ ּבָ

The following blessing is said on both nights of ראש השנה. On the second night, new fruit 
is placed on the table, and one should have in mind that the blessing is also on the new fruit.

ַמן ַהֶּזה. נּו ַלּז יָעֽ ִהּגִ נּו ו ָמֽ ִקּי ֶהֱחָיֽנּו ו   ׁשֶ
It is customary for all present to drink of the wine.

ִרי ָהֵעץ. ָהעֹוָלם, ּבֹוֵרא ּפ ֶלך ינּו ֶמֽ ה יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ רּוך ַאּתָ ּבָ

On the first night, following קידוש and המוציא, 
an apple is dipped in honey and the following is said:

ינּו ינּו ֵואלֵֹהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ָפֶנֽיָך יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ ִהי ָרצֹון ִמּל י
After eating some of the apple and honey, say:

תּוָקה. ָנה טֹוָבה ּומ ינּו ׁשָ ֵֽׁש ָע ַחּדֵ ּת ׁשֶ

who were charged – in the first mitzva given to them while they were still in 
Egypt – to sanctify the months, regulate the calendar and thus determine on 
which day the festival would fall. Hence the sanctity of the people of Israel 
takes precedence over the sanctity of the day, but the sanctity of the Sabbath 
precedes both. This is evident in both the concluding blessing and in the 
structure of the passage as a whole. On Shabbat, Kiddush begins with the 
sanctity of the day and only then speaks of Israel as the chosen people. On 
festivals, Kiddush begins with God’s choice of Israel and only then speaks of 
the holiness of the day. 

ֶהֱחָיֽנוּ  -Who has given us life. A blessing over the passage of time at mo ׁשֶ
ments when we are specifically aware of the passage of time, like festivals, 
or memorable events like buying a new house. It is at such moments that 
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simanim   osh a hana vening fi 

imanim
Some have the custom to eat the following symbolic foods 
on Rosh HaShana and to say the accompanying blessings.

on ates
ִהי ָרצֹון י May it be Your will, 
Lord our God and God of our ancestors, 
that our enemies meet their end.

on pomegranate
ִהי ָרצֹון י May it be Your will, 
Lord our God and God of our ancestors, 
that we produce as much merit 
as the pomegranate produces seeds. 

on fenugreek 
ִהי ָרצֹון י Blessed are You, 
Lord our God, King of the Universe, 
who creates fruit of the ground.
May it be Your will, 
Lord our God and God of our ancestors, 
that our merits grow abundant. 

family, without giving anything to eat and drink to the poor and bitter in 
soul – his meal is not a rejoicing in a divine commandment but a rejoicing 
in his own stomach. (Maimonides, Laws of Festival Rest : )  

olemnity and oy
There is an emotional duality peculiar to Rosh HaShana. It is a time of fear 
and awe, a day of judgment. That is the reason we do not say Hallel.

The ministering angels said before the Holy One, blessed be He: Why do 
not the Israelites sing a song before You on the New Year and on the Day 
of Atonement? He answered them: Would that be possible? The King sits 
on the throne of Judgment, with the books of those destined to live and 
destined to die before Him. Can Israel sing a song at such a time? (Rosh 
HaShana b) 
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 fi סימנים   ליל ראש השנה 

 סימנים
Some have the custom to eat the following symbolic foods 

on ראש השנה and to say the accompanying blessings.

תמרים
ינּו ינּו ֵואלֵֹהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ָפֶנֽיָך יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ ִהי ָרצֹון ִמּל י

ינּו. ֵאֽ ּמּו ׂשֹונ ֽ ִּיּתַ ׁשֶ

רימון
ינּו ינּו ֵואלֵֹהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ָפֶנֽיָך יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ ִהי ָרצֹון ִמּל י

ִרּמֹון. ֻכּיֹות ּכ ה ז ּבֶ ר ּנַ ׁשֶ

רוביא (חילבה)
ִרי ָהֲאָדָמה. ָהעֹוָלם, ּבֹוֵרא ּפ ֶלך ינּו ֶמֽ ה יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ רּוך ַאּתָ ּבָ

ינּו ינּו ֵואלֵֹהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ָפֶנֽיָך יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ ִהי ָרצֹון ִמּל י
ינּו. ֻכּיֹוֵתֽ ּבּו ז ִּיר ׁשֶ

Abaye said: Since omens are significant, one should make a habit, at the be-
ginning of the year, to eat pumpkin, fenugreek, leek, beet and dates [since 
they grow in profusion and are a symbol of prosperity]. (Horayot a)
There are many other customs and local traditions. In France in the twelfth 

century the custom was to eat red apples; in Provence it was grapes, figs, a 
calf ’s head, and anything new, easily digested, and tasty (Maĥzor Vitry). 
Many have the custom not to eat nuts on Rosh HaShana.

are for the oor
One should invite to one’s table the poor and the lonely so that they too may 
enjoy the festive occasion. One should send gifts to the poor, as it is written: 

“Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who 
have nothing prepared” (Neh. : ).

While one eats and drinks oneself, it is his duty to feed the stranger, the 
orphan, the widow and other poor and unfortunate people, for he who 
locks the doors of his courtyard and eats and drinks with his wife and 
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on leek
ִהי ָרצֹון י May it be Your will, 
Lord our God and God of our ancestors, 
that our enemies be cut off.

on beet
ִהי ָרצֹון י May it be Your will, 
Lord our God and God of our ancestors, 
that our enemies vanish.

on squash
ִהי ָרצֹון י May it be Your will, 
Lord our God and God of our ancestors, 
that the evil decree against us be torn apart, 
and our merit be read out before You.

on  head of a sheep, or a fish
ִהי ָרצֹון י May it be Your will, 
Lord our God and God of our ancestors, 
that we be the head, not the tail.

on fish
ִהי ָרצֹון י May it be Your will, 
Lord our God and God of our ancestors, 
that we multiply like fish.

For this reason it is fit that we celebrate Rosh HaShana as a festive day, 
but since it is a day of judgment for all living things it is also fit that we 
observe Rosh HaShana with greater fear and awe than other festive days. 
(Sefer HaĤinukh, )
Usually, a person who has a judgment pending against him dresses in black 
and neglects his appearance in worry of the outcome. Israel however is 
different. They dress in white, they eat, drink and rejoice in the knowl-
edge that God will perform miracles on their behalf [and forgive them]. 
(Talmud Yerushalmi, Rosh HaShana : )
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כרתי (כרישה)
ינּו ינּו ֵואלֵֹהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ָפֶנֽיָך יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ ִהי ָרצֹון ִמּל י

ינּו. ֵאֽ תּו ׂשֹונ ר ִּיּכָ ׁשֶ

סלק
ינּו ינּו ֵואלֵֹהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ָפֶנֽיָך יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ ִהי ָרצֹון ִמּל י

ינּו. ֵאֽ קּו ׂשֹונ ּל ּתַ ִּיס ׁשֶ

קרא (דלעת קטנה)
ינּו ינּו ֵואלֵֹהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ָפֶנֽיָך יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ ִהי ָרצֹון ִמּל י

ינּו. ֻכּיֹוֵתֽ ָפֶנֽיָך ז אּו ל ר ִיּקָ יֵנֽנּו, ו ַזר ּדִ ּג ַרע ֽרֹע ק ּתִ ׁשֶ

ראש כבש, או דג
ינּו ינּו ֵואלֵֹהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ָפֶנֽיָך יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ ִהי ָרצֹון ִמּל י

ָזָנב. לֹא ל רֹאׁש ו ֶיה ל ה ּנִ ׁשֶ

דגים
ינּו ינּו ֵואלֵֹהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ָפֶנֽיָך יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ ִהי ָרצֹון ִמּל י

ָדִגים. ה ּכ ּבֶ ִנר ֶרה ו פ ּנִ ׁשֶ

Yet it is also a day of joy. When Ezra and Nehemiah convened a national as-
sembly on the first of Tishrei and Ezra read the Torah to the people, the crowd, 
realizing how far it had drifted from God’s law, began to weep. Nehemiah told 
them not to weep, “For the joy of the Lord is your strength” (Neh. : ).

It is out of kindness toward His creatures that the Lord remembers them 
and reviews their deeds year after year on Rosh HaShana, that their sins 
may not grow too numerous, that there may be room for forgiveness, and 
being few, He may forgive them. For if He were not to remember them 
for a long time, their sins would multiply to such an extent as to doom 
the world, God forbid. So this revered day assures the world of survival. 
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 Birkat HaMazon / Grace after Meals
ֲעלֹות יר ַהּמַ  A song of ascents. When the Lord brought back the exiles of ׁשִ
Zion we were like people who dream. Then were our mouths filled with laugh-
ter, and our tongues with songs of joy. Then was it said among the nations, 

“The Lord has done great things for them.” The Lord did do great things for 
us and we rejoiced. Bring back our exiles, Lord, like streams in a dry land. 
May those who sowed in tears, reap in joy. May one who goes out weeping, 
carrying a bag of seed, come back with songs of joy, carrying his sheaves.

Some say:

ת ִהּלַ ּת My mouth shall speak the praise of God, and all creatures shall bless 
His holy name for ever and all time. We will bless God now and for ever. 
Halleluya! Thank the Lord for He is good; His loving-kindness is for ever. 
Who can tell of the Lord’s mighty acts and make all His praise be heard?

immun  nvitation
When three or more men say Birkat HaMazon together, the following zimmun is said. 

When three or more women say Birkat HaMazon, substitute “Friends” for “Gentlemen.” 
The leader should ask permission from those with precedence to lead the Birkat HaMazon. 

Gentlemen, let us say grace.

May the name of the Lord be blessed from now and for ever.

May the name of the Lord be blessed from now and for ever. 
With your  permission, (my father and teacher / my mother and 

teacher / the Kohanim present / our teacher the Rabbi / 
the master of this house / the mistress of this house) 

my masters and teachers, 
let us bless ( in a minyan: our God,) 
the One from whose food we have eaten.

Blessed be ( in a minyan: our God,) the One from whose food 
we have eaten, and by whose goodness we live.

* People present who have not taken part in the meal say:
* Blessed be ( in a minyan: our God,) the One whose name 

is continually blessed for ever and all time.

Blessed be ( in a minyan: our God,) the One from whose food 
we have eaten, and by whose goodness we live.
Blessed be He, and blessed be His name.

Ps. 

Ps. 
Ps. 
Ps. 
Ps. 

Leader

Others Ps. 

Leader

Others

Leader
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  ברכת המזון
ֵלא  ִמים׃ ָאז ִיּמָ חֹל יַבת ִצּיֹון, ָהִיֽינּו ּכ ׁשּוב יהוה ֶאת־ׁשִ ֲעלֹות, ּב יר ַהּמַ ׁשִ
ֲַעׂשֹות  יהוה  יל  ּדִ ִהג ַבּגֹוִים  רּו  יֹאמ ָאז  ה,  ִרּנָ ׁשֹוֵנֽנּו  ּול ינּו  ֽ ּפִ חֹוק  ׂש
יהוה  ׁשּוָבה  ֵמִחים׃  ׂש ָהִיֽינּו  נּו,  ֽ ִעּמָ ַלֲעׂשֹות  יהוה  יל  ּדִ ִהג ה׃  ּלֶ ִעם־ֵאֽ
 ֽצֹרּו׃ ָהלֹוך ה ִיק ִרּנָ ָעה ּב ִדמ ִעים ּב ֶֽגב׃ ַהֹּזר ּנֶ ֲאִפיִקים ּבַ נּו, ּכַ ִביֵתֽ ֶאת־ׁש

א ֲאֻלּמָֹתיו׃ ה נֹׂשֵ ִרּנָ ַרע, ּבֹא־ָיבֹא ב ־ַהּז ך ׁשֶ א ֶמֽ ֵיֵלך ּוָבכֹה נֹׂשֵ

נּו  עֹוָלם ָוֶעד׃ ַוֲאַנֽח ׁשֹו ל ד ם ק ר ׁשֵ ׂשָ ל־ּבָ ּכ י, ִויָבֵרך ר ּפִ ַדּבֶ ת יהוה י ִהּלַ ּת
Some say:

עֹוָלם   י י־טֹוב, ּכִ לּוָיּה׃ הֹודּו ַיהוה ּכִ ַעד־עֹוָלם, ַהל ה ו ָבֵרך ָיּה ֵמַעּתָ נ
תֹו׃ ִהּלָ ל־ּת ּכ יע ִמֽ בּורֹות יהוה, ַיׁש ל ּג ֵַּמ ּדֹו׃ ִמי י ַחס

 סדר הזימון

. ָבֵרך ַרּבֹוַתי, נ

When three or more men say ברכת המזון together, the following זימון is said. 
When three or more women say ברכת המזון, substitute ַחֵברֹוַתי for ַרּבֹוַתי . 

The leader should ask permission from those with precedence to lead the ברכת המזון . 

ַעד־עֹוָלם׃ ה ו בָֹרך ֵמַעּתָ ם יהוה מ ִהי ׁשֵ י
ַעד־עֹוָלם׃ ה ו בָֹרך ֵמַעּתָ ם יהוה מ ִהי ׁשֵ י

נּו ָהַרב /  י מֹוָרִתי / ּכֲֹהִנים / מֹוֵרֽ ׁשּות ( ָאִבי מֹוִרי / ִאּמִ ר ּבִ
ִית ַהֶּזה)  ֽ ֲעַלת ַהּבַ ִית ַהֶּזה / ּבַ ֽ ַעל ַהּבַ ֽ ּבַ

ַרּבֹוַתי  ָנן ו ַרּבָ ָמָרָנן ו
ּלֹו. ֶ נּו ִמׁשּ ל ָאַכֽ ינּו) ׁשֶ ֱאלֵֹהֽ במנין: ) ָבֵרך נ

טּובֹו ָחִיֽינּו. ּלֹו ּוב ֶ נּו ִמׁשּ ל ָאַכֽ ינּו) ׁשֶ ֱאלֵֹהֽ במנין: ) רּוך ּבָ

עֹוָלם ָוֶעד. ִמיד ל מֹו ּתָ ׁש בָֹרך ינּו) ּומ ֱאלֵֹהֽ במנין: ) רּוך ּבָ
* People present who have not taken part in the meal say:

*

טּובֹו ָחִיֽינּו. ּלֹו ּוב ֶ נּו ִמׁשּ ל ָאַכֽ ינּו) ׁשֶ ֱאלֵֹהֽ במנין: ) רּוך ּבָ
מֹו. ׁש הּוא ּוָברּוך רּוך ּבָ

תהלים קכו

תהלים קטו
תהלים קמה

תהלים קלו

תהלים קו

Leader

תהלים קיג Others

Leader

Others

Leader
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lessing f ourishment
רּוך  ,Blessed are You, Lord our God ּבָ

King of the Universe, 
who in His goodness 
feeds the whole world 
with grace, kindness and compassion. 
He gives food to all living things, 
for His kindness is for ever. 
Because of His continual great goodness, 
we have never lacked food, 
nor may we ever lack it, 
for the sake of His great name. 
For He is God who feeds and sustains all, 
does good to all, 
and prepares food for all creatures He has created. 
Blessed are You, Lord, who feeds all.

lessing of land
 ,We thank You, Lord our God נֹוֶדה
for having granted as a heritage 
to our ancestors 
a desirable, good and spacious land; 
for bringing us out, Lord our God, 
from the land of Egypt, 
freeing us from the house of slavery; 
for Your covenant which You sealed in our flesh; 
for Your Torah which You taught us; 
for Your laws which You made known to us; 
for the life, grace and kindness 
You have bestowed on us; 
and for the food 
by which You continually feed and sustain us, 
every day, every season, every hour.
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ֶלך ָהעֹוָלם  ינּו ֶמֽ ה יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ רּוך ַאּתָ ּבָ
ברכת הזן

טּובֹו ּלֹו ּב ַהָּזן ֶאת ָהעֹוָלם ּכֻ
ַרֲחִמים ֶסד ּוב ֶחֽ ֵחן ּב ּב

ר  ׂשָ ל ּבָ כ הּוא נֹוֵתן ֶלֶֽחם ל
ּדֹו.  עֹוָלם ַחס י ל ּכִ

נּו  ִמיד לֹא ָחַסר ָלֽ דֹול, ּתָ טּובֹו ַהּגָ ּוב
עֹוָם ָוֶעד  נּו ָמזֹון ל ַסר ָלֽ ַאל ֶיח ו

דֹול.  מֹו ַהּגָ ֲעבּור ׁש ּבַ
ֵנס ַלּכֹל  ַפר י הּוא ֵאל ָזן ּומ ּכִ

ּוֵמִטיב ַלּכֹל 
ָרא.  ר ּבָ ִרּיֹוָתיו ֲאׁשֶ ל ּב כ ּוֵמִכין ָמזֹון ל

ה יהוה, ַהָּזן ֶאת ַהּכֹל. רּוך ַאּתָ ּבָ

ינּו  ָך, יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ  נֹוֶדה
ברכת הארץ

ָחָבה  ה טֹוָבה ּור ּדָ ֶרץ ֶחמ ינּו ֶאֽ ּתָ ֲַאבֹוֵתֽ ל ַחֽ ִהנ ַעל ׁשֶ
ִים  ַרֽ ֶרץ ִמצ ינּו ֵמֶאֽ נּו יהוה ֱאֵֹהֽ הֹוֵצאָתֽ ַעל ׁשֶ ו

ית ֲעָבִדים  נּו ִמּבֵ ִדיָתֽ ּופ
נּו  ֵרֽ ׂשָ ב ּתָ ּבִ מ ָחַתֽ ָך ׁשֶ ִרית ּב ַע ו

נּו  ֽ ּתָ ד ּמַ ּלִ ָך ׁשֶ ַעל ּתֹוָרת ו
נּו  ֽ ּתָ הֹוַדע יָך ׁשֶ ַעל ֻחּק ו

נּו  ֽ ּתָ חֹוַננ ֶסד ׁשֶ ַעל ַחִּיים ֵחן ָוֶחֽ ו
ִמיד  נּו ּתָ ֵנס אֹוָתֽ ַפר ה ָזן ּומ ַאּתָ ַע ֲאִכיַלת ָמזֹון ׁשָ ו

ָעה. ל ׁשָ כ ל ֵעת ּוב כ ל יֹום ּוב כ ּב
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ַעל ַהּכֹל ו For all this, Lord our God, 
we thank and bless You. 
May Your name be blessed continually 
by the mouth of all that lives, for ever and all time –
for so it is written: 

“You will eat and be satisfied, 
then you shall bless the Lord your God 
for the good land He has given you.” 
Blessed are You, Lord, 
for the land and for the food.

lessing for erusalem
,Have compassion, please ַרֶחם ָנא
Lord our God, 
on Israel Your people, 
on Jerusalem Your city, 
on Zion the dwelling place of Your glory, 
on the royal house of David Your anointed, 
and on the great and holy House that bears Your name. 
Our God, our Father, 
tend us, feed us, 
sustain us and support us, 
relieve us and send us relief, 
Lord our God, 
swiftly from all our troubles. 
Please, Lord our God, 
do not make us dependent 
on the gifts or loans of other people, 
but only on Your full, open, holy and generous hand 
so that we may suffer 
neither shame nor humiliation 
for ever and all time.

Deut. 
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ינּו  ַעל ַהּכֹל, יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ ו
 ִכים אֹוָתך ָבר ּומ נּו מֹוִדים ָלך ֲאַנֽח

עֹוָלם ָוֶעד  ִמיד ל  ַחי ּתָ ִפי ּכ ָך ּב מ ַרך ׁשִ ּבָ ִית
תּוב:  ּכָ ּכַ

יָך  ּתָ ֶאת־יהוה ֱאלֶֹהֽ ּוֵבַרכ , ּתָ ע ָבֽ ׂשָ ּתָ ו ָאַכ ו
׃  ךָר ָנַתן־ ֶרץ ַהּטָֹבה ֲאׁשֶ ַעל־ָהָאֽ

ה יהוה  רּוך ַאּתָ ּבָ
זֹון. ַעל ַהּמָ ֶרץ ו ַעל ָהָאֽ

ינּו  ַרֶחם ָנא, יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ
ברכת ירושלים

ָך ֽ ָרֵאל ַעּמֶ ַעל ִיׂש
ָך  ִים ִעיֶרֽ ַלֽ רּוׁשָ ַעל י ו

ָך  בֹוֶדֽ ן ּכ ּכַ ַעל ִצּיֹון ִמׁש ו
ָך  יֶחֽ ׁשִ ִוד מ ית ּדָ כּות ּבֵ ַעל ַמל ו

ָך ָעָליו.  מ ָרא ׁשִ ק ּנִ דֹוׁש ׁשֶ ַהּקָ ו דֹו ִית ַהּגָ ֽ ַעל ַהּבַ ו
ינּו  ינּו, ָאִבֽ ֱאלֵֹהֽ

נּו  ֵלֽ ּכ ַכל נּו ו ֵסֽ נ ר נּו, זּוֵנֽנּו, ּפַ ֵעֽ ר
ינּו.  ל ָצרֹוֵתֽ ֵהָרה ִמּכ ינּו מ נּו יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ ַוח ָלֽ ַהר נּו, ו ִויֵחֽ ַהר ו

ינּו  נּו, יהוה ֱאֵֹהֽ ִריֵכֽ צ ָנא ַאל ּתַ ו
ר ָוָדם  ׂשָ ַנת ּבָ ֹא ִליֵדי ַמּת

ָוָאָתם  לֹא ִליֵדי ַהל ו
ָחָבה  ָהר ה ו דֹוׁשָ תּוָחה, ַהּק ֵלָאה, ַהּפ ָך ַהּמ ָיד י ִאם ל ּכִ

עֹוָם ָוֶעד.  ֵלם ל לֹא ִנּכָ ּלֹא ֵנבֹוׁש ו ׁשֶ

דברים ח
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On Shabbat, say:

ֵצה ר Favor and strengthen us, Lord our God, 
through Your commandments, 
especially through the commandment of the seventh day, 
this great and holy Sabbath. 
For it is, for You, a great and holy day. 
On it we cease work and rest in love 
in accord with Your will’s commandment. 
May it be Your will, Lord our God, 
to grant us rest without distress, 
grief, or lament on our day of rest. 
May You show us the consolation of Zion Your city, 
and the rebuilding of Jerusalem Your holy city, 
for You are the Master of salvation and consolation.

ינּו  ,Our God and God of our ancestors ֱאלֵֹהֽ
may there rise, come, reach, appear, be favored, heard, 
regarded and remembered before You, 
our recollection and remembrance, 
as well as the remembrance of our ancestors, 
and of the Messiah, son of David Your servant, 
and of Jerusalem Your holy city, 
and of all Your people the house of Israel – 
for deliverance and well-being, 
grace, loving-kindness and compassion, 
life and peace, on this Day of Remembrance.
On it remember us, Lord our God, for good; 
recollect us for blessing, 
and deliver us for life. 
In accord with Your promise of salvation and compassion, 
spare us and be gracious to us; 
have compassion on us and deliver us, 
for our eyes are turned to You because You are God, 
gracious and compassionate King.
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יָך  וֶֹתֽ ִמצ ינּו, ּב ַהֲחִליֵצֽנּו, יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ ֵצה ו ר 
On שבת, say:

דֹוׁש ַהֶּזה  ַהּקָ ו דֹו ת ַהּגָ ּבָ ַ ִביִעי ַהׁשּ  ַות יֹום ַהׁשּ ִמצ ּוב
ָפֶנֽיָך ָקדֹוׁש הּוא ל דֹול ו י יֹום ֶזה ּגָ ּכִ

ָך  צֹונ ַות ר ִמצ ַאֲהָבה ּכ ּבֹו ּב ָלֽנּוח ת ּבֹו, ו ּב ִלׁש
ינּו  נּו, יהוה ֱאֵֹהֽ ָֽ ָך ָהִנֽיח צֹונ ּוִבר

נּו  נּוָחֵתֽ יֹום מ ָיגֹון ַוֲאָנָחה ּב ֵהא ָצָרה ו ּלֹא ת ׁשֶ
ָך  ֶנָחַמת ִצּיֹון ִעיֶרֽ ינּו, ּב נּו, יהוה ֱאֵֹהֽ ֵאֽ ַהר ו

ָך  ֽ ׁשֶ ד ִים ִעיר ק ַֽ רּוׁשָ ַין י ִבנ ּוב
ָחמֹות. ַעל ַהּנֶ ׁשּועֹות ּוַבֽ ַעל ַהי ֽ ה הּוא ּבַ י ַאּתָ ּכִ

ינּו  ינּו ֵואלֵֹהי ֲאבֹוֵתֽ   ֱאלֵֹהֽ
ַמע  ָ ִיׁשּ ֵיָרֶצה ו ֵיָרֶאה ו ו , יע ֽ ַיּגִ ָיבֹוא ו ַיֲעֶלה ו 

ינּו  רֹון ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ִזכ דֹוֵנֽנּו, ו רֹוֵנֽנּו ּוִפק ִיָּזֵכר ִזכ ֵקד ו ִיּפָ ו
ָך  ֽ ּדֶ ִוד ַעב ן ּדָ יח ּבֶ ֽ רֹון ָמׁשִ ִזכ ו
ָך  ֽ ׁשֶ ד ִים ִעיר ק ַלֽ רּוׁשָ רֹון י ִזכ ו

ָרֵאל  ית ִיׂש ָך ּבֵ ל ַעּמ רֹון ּכ ִזכ ו
ַרֲחִמים  ֶסד ּול ֶחֽ ֵחן ּול טֹוָבה, ל ֵליָטה ל ָפֶנֽיָך, ִלפ ל

רֹון ַהֶּזה. יֹום ַהִּזּכָ לֹום ּב ׁשָ ַחִּיים ּו 
טֹוָבה  ינּו ּבֹו ל נּו יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ ֵרֽ כ ז

ָרָכה  בִ נּו בֹו ֵדֽ ק ּופ
ַחִּיים.  נּו בֹו ל יֵעֽ הֹוׁשִ ו

נּו  יֵעֽ הֹוׁשִ ינּו, ו ַרֵחם ָעֵלֽ ֽנּו ו ּנֵ ח ַרֲחִמים, חּוס ו ׁשּוָעה ו ַבר י ּוִבד
ה. ּתָ ַרחּום ָאֽ ַחּנּון ו ֶלך י ֵאל ֶמֽ יָך ֵעיֵנֽינּו, ּכִ י ֵאֶלֽ ּכִ
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hapter ne   assekhet osh ashana fi 

Massekhet Rosh HaShana
hapter ne

 Th ere are four new years: 
 Th e fi rst of Nisan is New Year for kings and festivals.

the children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year 
of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month Ziv [literally, the month of glory], 
which is the second month…” (  Kings, : ). The sages identified the month 
Ziv with Iyar (see Rashi ad loc., Yerushalmi Rosh HaShana :  and the Zohar 
on Parashat Bemidbar for explanations of this identification), concluding that 
the years of the reign of all Jewish kings begin in Nisan. Even if a king was 
crowned in Adar he would only reign a month before entering his second 
year. Both Talmuds (Rosh HaShana b; Yerushalmi ad loc.) deduce this from 
the fact that the exodus from Egypt was mentioned in the verse. The Talmud 
also established that while the New Year for Jewish kings begins in Nisan, the 
New Year for Gentile monarchs begins in Tishrei. 

The existence of a fixed method of counting the years is especially signifi-
cant in dating legal documents. In the Second Temple period, when Judea 
had no king, a similar method of counting the years was employed in dating 
documents. The Talmud calls that system “minyan shetarot,” the tally of the 
documents, beginning one thousand years after the exodus (Avoda Zara a). 

 And festivals. When the calendar is discussed in the Torah, the three ְוָלְרָגִלים
pilgramage festivals are always listed chronologically, beginning with Pesaĥ 
(Ex.  and ; Lev. – ; Num. – ; Deut. ). 

The Talmud ( a) suggests that this order has ramifications significant be-
yond establishing the relative importance of the festivals. The Torah (Deut. 

: ) prohibits delaying the fulfillment of one’s vows, and the sages inter-
preted this to prohibit postponement for one year at most. According to 
Rabbi Shimon, this year is a cycle of pilgrimage festivals, in the order that 
they appear in the verse. One who vows shortly after Pesaĥ will not violate 
the prohibition unless he postpones fulfilling his vow for five pilgrimage fes-
tivals, i.e. until Sukkot passes a second time. Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov agrees 
that the order of the festivals as they appear in the verse is crucial, though he 
adopts a much stricter approach. Since Sukkot is the last of the festivals, if 
one vowed on the eve of Sukkot, he must fulfill that vow by the end of Sukkot, 
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מסכת ראש השנה
פרק ראשון

ִנים ֵהם: א  י ׁשָ ָעה ָראׁשֵ ַאְרּבָ
ָלִכים ְוָלְרָגִלים  ָנה ַלּמְ ָ ִניָסן, רֹאׁש ַהׁשּ ֶאָחד ּבְ ּבְ   

chapter one
The term “Rosh HaShana” appears only once in the Bible – not in the Torah 
but in the book of Ezekiel ( : ): “On Rosh HaShana, on the tenth of the 
month.” Rosh HaShana clearly refers here, not to a day, but to the first month 
of the year. The only month in which the tenth day has special significance is 
Tishrei. Indeed, the sages taught that the verse is referring to the Yom Kippur 
of a Jubilee year (Arakhin a).

If, however, Rosh HaShana indicates “the first month,” then it should not 
refer to Tishrei, but to Nisan, since prior to leaving Egypt the Israelites were 
explicitly instructed: “This month [Nisan] shall be to you the first of the 
months” (Ex. : ), and the Torah consistently numbers months “the first,” 

“the second,” “the third month” etc. on this basis. 
The sages resolved this apparent contradiction by distinguishing between 

four functionally different years. They designated four dates to serve as Rosh 
HaShana for each of those years – as well as four different times when the 
world is judged. 

The Talmud ( a) reads the word “month” (Ĥodesh) in the aforemen-
tioned command “This month shall be to you…” as referring to the new 
moon. This verse is understood to have been spoken as God shows Moses 
and Aaron the new moon, commanding them to declare a new month only 
when the new moon is seen. The procedure became known as Kiddush 
HaĤodesh – the consecration of the month.

The mishna does not articulate this logical segue; it moves seamlessly into 
treatment of the details of the consecration of the month, concentrating on 
two areas: When is consecration of the month considered so crucial that 
the laws of Shabbat may be suspended for that purpose; and upon whose 
testimony can the court rely in order to declare a new month. 

ָלִכים ָנה ַלּמְ ָ -New Year for kings… Years are numbered in the Bible in rela רֹאׁש ַהׁשּ
tion to the reign of a given king – “In the four hundred and eightieth year after 
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 Th e fi rst of Elul is New Year for animal tithes – 
  Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Shimon say: Th is is the fi rst of 
 Tishrei. 
 Th e fi rst of Tishrei is New Year for years, and Sabbatical years 
  and Jubilees, 
  and also for tree-planting and vegetables. 
 Th e fi rst of Shevat is New Year for trees – thus Beit Shammai. 
  Beit Hillel say: Th is is the fi ft eenth.

on Rosh HaShana in the Remembrances blessing: “This day is the opening 
of all Your works, a remembrance of the very first day” ( page  ), as well as 
several times in the Rosh HaShana liturgy.

ְוַלּיֹוְבלֹות ין  ִמּטִ ְ  Sabbatical years and Jubilees. The Sabbatical year, with its ְוַלׁשּ
various laws, begins and ends in Tishrei (see Deut. : ). The same is true 
of the Jubilee year (Lev. : ), which tragically, was no longer in practice in 
the Mishnaic period.

ְוַלְיָרקֹות ִטיָעה   Tree-planting and vegetables. One may not eat the fruits a ַלּנְ
tree produces during the three years after it was planted, and the fruits that 
grow in the fourth year must be eaten in Jerusalem. These years are counted 
from Tishrei, such that a tree planted in Elul completes its first year within 
a month. Vegetables are tithed immediately after their harvest. Just as Elul 
distinguishes the calves and lambs of one year from those of the next, so the 
first of Tishrei is the cut-off date for the vegetables of a given year, and those 
harvested afterwards are tithed with the produce of the following season.

ָנה ָלִאיָלן ָ  New Year for trees. Unlike vegetables, tithed at harvest, the רֹאׁש ַהׁשּ
determination of the year to which fruits belong for purposes of tithing takes 
place while the fruits are still in the early stages of their development. Shevat 
falls late in winter, when most trees are dormant or blossoming. That year’s 
produce, in terms of both tithes and the Sabbatical year, will develop only 
in the following months. Beit Shammai rule that every New Year should 
coincide with a new moon; Beit Hillel, however, hold the critical date to be 
mid-month, when most of the winter’s rain has already fallen (Rosh HaShana 

a). The Meiri points out that this marks the midpoint between Tevet, when 
winter begins in earnest, and Nisan, which opens the spring. The custom to 
eat fruits of the land of Israel on Tu BiShvat stems from this mishna (Magen 
Avraham : ).
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ֵהָמה  ר ּבְ ָנה ְלַמְעׂשַ ָ ֱאלּול, רֹאׁש ַהׁשּ ֶאָחד ּבֶ ּבְ   
ֵרי  ִתׁשְ ֶאָחד ּבְ ְמעֹון אֹוְמִרים: ּבְ י ׁשִ י ֶאְלָעָזר ְוַרּבִ ַרּבִ    

ין ְוַלּיֹוְבלֹות,  ִמּטִ ְ ִנים ְוַלׁשּ ָ ָנה ַלׁשּ ָ ֵרי, רֹאׁש ַהׁשּ ִתׁשְ ֶאָחד ּבְ ּבְ   
ִטיָעה ְוַלְיָרקֹות  ַלּנְ    

אי  ּמַ ִדְבֵרי ֵבית ׁשַ ָנה ָלִאיָלן, ּכְ ָ ָבט רֹאׁש ַהׁשּ ׁשְ ֶאָחד ּבִ ּבְ   
ר ּבֹו. ה ָעׂשָ ָ ֲחִמׁשּ ל אֹוְמִרים: ּבַ ית ִהּלֵ ּבֵ    

eight days later. (Both views were eventually rejected; one who dedicates an 
offering has a complete cycle of three pilgrimage festivals in which to fulfill 
his vow, beginning from the time he makes the vow. See Rambam, Hilkhot 
Ma’aseh HaKorbanot : ).

ֵהָמה ר ּבְ ָנה ְלַמְעׂשַ ָ -New Year for animal tithes. In Temple times, all live רֹאׁש ַהׁשּ
stock were required to be tithed. When the newborn calves and lambs were 
counted, the tenth animal of each species was designated to be slaughtered 
and eaten in Jerusalem (Lev. : ). If only nine young of a particular species 
were born on a farm in a given year, no tithe was required, even if a tenth was 
born in the following year. If nineteen young were born in a given year, only 
one was designated as an animal tithe, and so on. “New Year for animal tithes,” 
then, was the cut-off point. Any animal born thereafter was attributed to the 
flock of the following year. Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Shimon postpone this 
date by one month, to align the New Years of cattle and of arable produce; 
however, the majority of the sages rule that the New Year for cattle be the first 
of Elul, as it is the end of the calving season (Rosh HaShana a), and enables 
one to complete his tithing before the Tishrei holidays (Bekhorot b– b). 
The debate remains unresolved: The Rambam rules in accordance with the 
opinion of Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Shimon (Hilkhot Bekhorot : ), and Sefer 
Mitzvot Gadol rules in accordance with the opinion of the first tanna cited in 
the mishna (Positive Commandment ).

ִנים ָ ַלׁשּ ָנה  ָ ַהׁשּ  New Year for years. The date of creation is debated in the רֹאׁש 
Talmud ( b– a); Rabbi Yehoshua suggests the first of Nisan, while Rabbi 
Eliezer holds that it is the first of Tishrei. This dispute is not decided in the 
Talmud ( b– a), but the consensus among later sages was that the world 
was created in Tishrei. This opinion is also reflected in the additional prayer 
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hapter ne   assekhet osh ashana fi 

 Th ere are four times when the world is judged:
 At Pesaĥ, for the crops; 
 at Shavuot, for tree fruits; 
 at Rosh HaShana, all who have come into this world 
  pass before Him like sheep, 
as it is said, “He forms the hearts of all, 
 and discerns all their deeds”; 
and at Sukkot they are judged for the water.

Ps. 

יֶהם ־ַמֲעׂשֵ ִבין ֶא־ּכָ ם, ַהּמֵ  He forms the hearts of all, and discerns all“ ַהּיֵֹצר ַיַחד ִּבָ
their deeds.” This verse is understood in the context of the one it immediately 
follows – “He looks down from the place of His dwelling, at all the inhabit-
ants of earth” – evoking the image of God viewing all the world at a glance 
(Rosh HaShana a). The parallelism in the verse moves us from “hearts” to 

“deeds” and from God’s creation to His knowledge of all. While judging the 
world as a whole, God is aware of our many different actions, an awareness 
stemming from His intimate knowledge of the “heart.” Taken in the context 
of our mishna, this verse reflects the paradox of divine knowledge, which is 
simultaneously general and particular (Tosefot Yom Tov). 

ִים  And at Sukkot they are judged for the water. By Sukkot, at ּוֶבָחג, ִנּדֹוִנין ַעל ַהּמַ
the threshold of autumn, the wells and reservoirs are empty; the Hoshanot 
recited on Sukkot are requests for rain, and the Four Species of plants rep-
resent the world’s need for water (Shibolei HaLeket ). This cycle of rain 
prayers peaks on Hoshana Raba, the last day of the festival, and the final 
day of judgment for rainfall (Rashi, Yoma b). The Kabbalists considered 
Hoshana Raba the culmination of the process of judgment which opened 
on Rosh HaShana (Zohar, Parashat Tzav). The Mishna does not use the 
names, “Shavuot” and “Sukkot,” that we use today. Shavuot is called Atzeret, 

“an Assembley,” recalling the day the nation stood as one to receive the Torah 
(Ramban, Lev. : ), while Sukkot, “the time of our rejoicing,” is simply 
called Ĥag – “the Festival.”
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ָעה ְפָרִקים ָהעֹוָלם ִנּדֹון: ב  ַאְרּבָ ּבְ
בּוָאה  ַסח, ַעל ַהּתְ ּפֶ ּבַ   

רֹות ָהִאיָלן  ֲעֶצֶרת, ַעל ּפֵ ּבָ   
ְבֵני ָמרֹון  ֵאי ָהעֹוָלם עֹוְבִרין ְלָפָניו ּכִ ל ּבָ ָנה, ּכָ ָ רֹאׁש ַהׁשּ ּבְ   

יֶהם׃  ל־ַמֲעׂשֵ ִבין ֶאל־ּכָ ם, ַהּמֵ ֱאַמר: ַהּיֵֹצר ַיַחד ִלּבָ ּנֶ ׁשֶ  
ִים. ּוֶבָחג, ִנּדֹוִנין ַעל ַהּמַ  

תהלים לג

ִנּדֹון ָהעֹוָם  ְפָרִקים  ָעה  ַאְרּבָ  There are four times when the world is judged. The ּבְ
sages understood that judgment for a given year must take place adjacent 
to the implementation of that reward or punishment. Failure to do so could 
lead to a situation where an individual who repented is punished for past 
crimes. According to this approach, until the consequences of one’s actions 
have been visited upon the world, one can still repent. Consequently, in the 
spring, judgment for the spring crops is rendered; in the autumn for the 
autumn rainfall, etc.

בּוָאה ַסח, ַעל ַהּתְ ּפֶ  At Pesaĥ for the crops. The first grain harvest (that of the ּבַ
barley) begins on the first day of Ĥol HaMo’ed Pesaĥ (Mishna, Menaĥot a; 
cf. Deut. : –  and Rashi ad loc.). 

רֹות ָהִאיָלן ֲעֶצֶרת, ַעל ּפֵ  At Shavuot for fruit trees. First fruits are brought to the ּבָ
Temple only from Shavuot until Sukkot (Rashi, Rosh HaShana a, based on 
Mishna Bikkurim : ).

ְבֵני ָמרֹון  is unclear. Rav Sa’adia כבני מרון Like sheep. The meaning of the term ּכִ
Gaon (Sefer HaEgron) translates it as “on parade.” The Talmud ( a) cites 
three possible explanations: “sheep,” used here, is reflected in the ancient 
prayer Untaneh Tokef – “As a shepherd’s searching gaze meets his flock…” 
( page  ). Another reading, suggested by Shmuel, “Like David’s battalions,” 
is an apt metaphor for the judgment that we undergo on Rosh HaShana. Just 
as soldiers are reviewed and counted before entering battle, but not all of 
those who set out will return, on Rosh HaShana we are judged for life itself. 
The interpretation of the term as referring to “sheep,” while similar, is a more 
sympathetic one as it evokes the image of a caring shepherd (cf. Ps. : ).
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hapter ne   assekhet osh ashana fi 

 Th ere are six months for which the messengers go out: 
 for Nisan because of Pesaĥ, 
 for Av because of the fast, 
 for Elul because of Rosh HaShana, 
 for Tishrei to set the festivals, 
 for Kislev because of Ĥanukka, 
 and for Adar because of Purim. 
When the Temple stood 
 they would go out for Iyar also, because of Pesaĥ Katan.

 Th ere are two months for which one breaks Shabbat: 
 for Nisan and for Tishrei. 
For on these the messengers would go out to Syria, 
 and by these the dates of the festivals are set. 

Diaspora communities kept Rosh HaShana on the thirtieth and thirty-first 
days from the first of Elul. Messengers would set out from Jerusalem imme-
diately after the festival, however, so that the hearts of Diaspora Jews “need 
not beat [in terror] on Yom Kippur” (Rashi, Rosh HaShana a).

ׁש ַקָּים ְקּדָ ָהָיה ֵבית ַהּמִ  When the Temple stood. One who was ritually impure ּוְכׁשֶ
on Pesaĥ could not bring the Paschal lamb then, but had the opportunity to 
bring it instead a month later. “Pesaĥ Katan” lost its practical significance with 
the loss of the Temple service. Some commentators point out that, as the 
Fast of Av was not instituted until this loss, the messengers were dispatched 
for only six months when the Temple stood as well (Meiri, Tiferet Yisrael).

ים ֵני ֳחָדׁשִ -There are two months. For these two months, the Shabbat pro ַעל ׁשְ
hibitions were suspended for witnesses to the new moon to enable them to 
travel to Jerusalem and testify. The messengers could then start out for the 
Diaspora immediately after Shabbat, avoiding an extra day’s delay.

יֹוְצִאין לּוִחין  ְ ַהׁשּ ֶהן  ּבָ  For on these the messengers would go out. The previous ׁשֶ
mishna listed six months when the messengers would set out to the Diaspora; 
but Shabbat prohibitions were suspended only for these two months. The com-
mandment to celebrate the festivals “in their due times” (Lev. : ) both delays 
the messengers until the date of Rosh Ĥodesh has been officially declared and 
affords their mission a special urgency (Rosh HaShana b, and Rashi ad loc.).

ִנין ֶאת ַהּמֹוֲעדֹות  By these the dates of the festivals are set. Not only the ּוָבֶהן ְמַתּקְ
timing of Pesaĥ, but also that of Shavuot, is determined by Rosh Ĥodesh 
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לּוִחים יֹוְצִאין: ג  ְ ים ַהׁשּ ה ֳחָדׁשִ ָ ׁשּ ַעל ׁשִ
ַסח  ֵני ַהּפֶ ַעל ִניָסן ִמּפְ   

ֲעִנית  ֵני ַהּתַ ַעל ָאב ִמּפְ   
ָנה  ָ ֵני רֹאׁש ַהׁשּ ַעל ֱאלּול ִמּפְ   

ַנת ַהּמֹוֲעדֹות  ֵני ַתּקָ ֵרי ִמּפְ ׁשְ ַעל ּתִ   
ה  ֵני ַהֲחֻנּכָ ְסֵלו ִמּפְ ַעל ּכִ   

ֵני ַהּפּוִרים.  ְוַעל ֲאָדר ִמּפְ   
ׁש ַקָּים ְקּדָ ָהָיה ֵבית ַהּמִ ּוְכׁשֶ  

ֵני ֶפַסח ָקָטן. יֹוְצִאין ַאף ַעל ִאָּיר ִמּפְ   
ת: ד  ּבָ ַ ִלין ֶאת ַהׁשּ ים ְמַחּלְ ֵני ֳחָדׁשִ ַעל ׁשְ

ֵרי  ׁשְ ַעל ִניָסן ְוַעל ּתִ   
לּוִחין יֹוְצִאין ְלסּוְרָיא  ְ ֶהן ַהׁשּ ּבָ ׁשֶ  
ִנין ֶאת ַהּמֹוֲעדֹות.  ּוָבֶהן ְמַתּקְ   

ּוִחים יֹוְצִאין ְ  The messengers go out. Chapter two describes two systems by ַהׁשּ
which the communities of the Diaspora were informed of the new month 
declared in Jerusalem. The more reliable system involved dispatching mes-
sengers; members of the rabbinic community would travel to the various 
communities in the Diaspora. These journeys were taxing – six hundred 
kilometers, for instance, from Jerusalem to the Jewish centers of Babylonia – 
and unless there was a festival in a given month, informing the Diaspora of 
the precise date of the first of the month was not of critical importance.

ָנה ָ ַהׁשּ רֹאׁש  ֵני  ִמּפְ  ּוֱא  ַע For Elul because of Rosh HaShana. By Torah law, 
Rosh HaShana is a single day. It became a two-day festival because even in 
Jerusalem, it was not until the middle of the thirtieth day of Elul that it could 
be determined whether that day would be the first of Tishrei or not. The mes-
sage, in any case, could not be conveyed beyond the city until the festival was 
over – and so a second day of the festival would be kept, as is practiced today 
even in Israel (Rif, Beitza a; Tosafot, Rosh HaShana a).

ַהּמֹוֲעדֹות ַנת  ַתּקָ ֵני   To set the festivals. Regardless of the new moon, the ִמּפְ
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     ha arit fi first day fi 

 emoving the orah from the rk
ֽמֹוָך  ,There is none like You among the heavenly powers, Lord ֵאין־ּכָ
and there are no works like Yours. 
Your kingdom is an eternal kingdom, 
and Your dominion is for all generations. 
The Lord is King, the Lord was King, 
the Lord shall be King for ever and all time. 
The Lord will give strength to His people; 
the Lord will bless His people with peace.
Father of compassion, 
favor Zion with Your goodness; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 
For we trust in You alone, King, God, 
high and exalted, Master of worlds.

The Ark is opened and the congregation stands. All say:

ֽסֹע נ ִהי ּבִ ַוי Whenever the Ark set out, Moses would say, 
“Arise, Lord, and may Your enemies be scattered. 
May those who hate You flee before You.” 
For the Torah shall come forth from Zion, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
Blessed is He who, in His holiness, gave the Torah to His people Israel.

On Shabbat, the following prayers are omitted and the service 
continues with “Blessed is the name” on the next page.

The following (The Thirteen Attributes of Mercy) is said three times:

 ,The Lord, the Lord, compassionate and gracious God יהוה
slow to anger, abounding in loving-kindness and truth, 
extending loving-kindness to a thousand generations, forgiving iniquity, 
rebellion and sin, and absolving [the guilty who repent].

Ps. 

Ps. 

Ps. 

Ps. 

Num. 

Is. 

Ex. 

famously in the days of King Josiah (  Kings ) and Ezra (Neh. ). Accord-
ing to tradition, Moses ordained that the Torah be read regularly and publicly: 
a long reading on Shabbat morning and shorter readings on Mondays and 
Thursdays. Ezra, reinstituting this practice, added the reading on Shabbat 
afternoon. Thus from its earliest days, the synagogue was a place of study as 
well as prayer. During the Second Temple and later eras, the reading was ac-
companied by verse-by-verse translation into the vernacular, mainly Aramaic. 
In the course of time the act of taking the Torah from, and returning it to, the 
Ark became ceremonial moments in their own right.
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  הוצאת ספר תורה
יָך׃ ֽ ַמֲעׂשֶ ֵאין ּכ ֽמֹוָך ָבֱאלִֹהים, ֲאדָֹני, ו ֵאין־ּכָ

ל־ּדֹור ָודֹר׃ כ ָך ּב ּת ל ׁשַ ל־עָֹלִמים, ּוֶממ כּות ּכ ָך ַמל כּות ַמל
עָֹלם ָוֶעד. ל לֹך יהוה ִימ , יהוה ָמָלך , ֶלך יהוה ֶמֽ

לֹום׃ ָ ָבֵרך ֶאת־ַעּמֹו ַבׁשּ ן, יהוה י ַעּמֹו ִיּתֵ יהוה עֹז ל
ִם׃ ָלֽ רּוׁשָ ֶנה חֹומֹות י ב ָך ֶאת־ִצּיֹון ּתִ צֹונ יָבה ִבר ַאב ָהַרֲחִמים, ֵהיִטֽ

א, ֲאדֹון עֹוָלִמים. ָ ִנׂשּ ֵאל ָרם ו ֶלך נּו, ֶמֽ ח ָטֽ ַבד ּבָ ָך ל י ב ּכִ

ה  ֽסֹע ָהָארֹן ַוּֽיֹאֶמר מֹׁשֶ נ ִהי ּבִ ַוי
The ארון קודש is opened and the קהל stands. All say:

ֶנֽיָך׃  יָך ִמּפָ ֶאֽ נ ׂשַ ָיֻנֽסּו מ יָך ו ֶבֽ צּו אֹי ָיֻפֽ קּוָמה יהוה ו
ִם׃ ָלֽ ַבר־יהוה ִמירּוׁשָ ֵצא תֹוָרה ּוד ּיֹון ּתֵ י ִמּצִ ּכִ

תֹו. ָ ֻדׁשּ ק ָרֵאל ּבִ ַעּמֹו ִיׂש ַתן ּתֹוָרה ל ּנָ רּוך ׁשֶ ּבָ
On שבת, the following prayers are omitted and the service 

continues with  ֵמּה ׁש ִריך ּב on the next page.

ֶסד ֶוֱאֶמת׃ ַרב־ֶחֽ ִֽים ו ֶרך ַאּפַ ַחּנּון, ֶאֽ יהוה, יהוה, ֵאל ַרחּום ו 
The following (י״ג מידות הרחמים) is said three times:

ה׃ ַנּקֵ ָאה, ו ַחּטָ ע ו א ָעוֹן ָוֶפֽׁשַ ֶסד ָלֲאָלִפים, נֹׂשֵ נֵֹצר ֶחֽ

תהלים פו

תהלים קמה

תהלים כט

תהלים נא

במדבר י

ישעיה ב

שמות לד

eading of the orah
Since the revelation at Mount Sinai, the Jewish people has been a nation 
defined by a book: the Torah. The Mosaic books are more than sacred litera-
ture. They are the written constitution of the house of Israel as a nation under 
the sovereignty of God, the basis of its collective memory, the record of its 
covenant with God, the template of its existence as “a kingdom of priests and 
a holy nation” (Ex. : ), and the detailed specification of the task it is called 
on to perform – to construct a society on the basis of justice and compassion 
and the inalienable dignity of the human person as the image of God. Just 
as the Torah is central to Jewish life, so the reading of the Torah is central to 
the synagogue service.

The Tanakh records several key moments in Jewish history when na-
tional rededication was accompanied by a public reading of the Torah, most
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 ,Master of the Universe, fulfill my requests for good. Satisfy my desire ִרּבֹונֹו
grant my request, and pardon me for all my iniquities and all iniquities of the 
members of my household, with the pardon of loving-kindness and compas-
sion. Purify us from our sins, our iniquities and our transgressions; remember 
us with a memory of favorable deeds before You and be mindful of us in salva-
tion and compassion. Remember us for a good life, for peace, for livelihood and 
sustenance, for bread to eat and clothes to wear, for wealth, honor and length 
of days dedicated to Your Torah and its commandments. Grant us discern-
ment and understanding that we may understand and discern its deep secrets. 
Send healing for all our pain, and bless all the work of our hands. Ordain for 
us decrees of good, salvation and consolation, and nullify all hard and harsh 
decrees against us. And may the hearts of the government, its advisers and 
ministers / In Israel: And may the hearts of our ministers and their advisers, / 
be favorable toward us. Amen. May this be Your will. May the words of my 
mouth and the meditation of my heart find favor before You, Lord, my Rock 
and Redeemer.

Say the following verse three times:

 ,As for me, may my prayer come to You, Lord ַוֲאִני
at a time of favor. O God, in Your great love, 
answer me with Your faithful salvation.

 ִריך ּב 
On all days continue:

 Blessed is the name of the Master of the Universe. Blessed is Your crown 
and Your place. May Your favor always be with Your people Israel. Show Your 
people the salvation of Your right hand in Your Temple. Grant us the gift of 
Your good light, and accept our prayers in mercy. May it be Your will to prolong 
our life in goodness. May I be counted among the righteous, so that You will 
have compassion on me and protect me and all that is mine and all that is Your 
people Israel’s. You feed all; You sustain all; You rule over all; You rule over 
kings, for sovereignty is Yours. I am a servant of the Holy One, blessed be He, 
before whom and before whose glorious Torah I bow at all times. Not in man 
do I trust, nor on any angel do I rely, but on the God of heaven who is the God 
of truth, whose Torah is truth, whose prophets speak truth, and who abounds 
in acts of love and truth.  In Him I trust, and to His holy and glorious name I 
offer praises. May it be Your will to open my heart to the Torah, and to fulfill 
the wishes of my heart and of the hearts of all Your people Israel for good, for 
life, and for peace.

Ps. 

Ps. 

Zohar, 
Vayak-hel
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חֹל  ֵאָלִתי, ּומ ֵתן ׁש צֹוִני ו ָהֵפק ר טֹוָבה, ו ֲאלֹוַתי ל א ִמׁש ל עֹוָלם, ַמּלֵ ִרּבֹונֹו ׁשֶ
ַרֲחִמים,  ִחיָלה ּב ֶסד מ ֶחֽ ה ּבִָחי י ֵביִתי, מ ׁשֵ ל ֲעוֹנֹות ַאנ ַעל ּכ ֲעוֹנֹוַתי ו  ִלי ַעל ּכ
נּו  ֵדֽ ק ָפֶנֽיָך, ּופ רֹון טֹוב ל ִזּכָ נּו ּב ֵרֽ כ ז ֵעֽינּו, ו ׁשָ ינּו ּוִמּפ ינּו ּוֵמֲעוֹנֹוֵתֽ נּו ֵמֲחָטֵאֽ ַטֲהֵרֽ ו
ָלה,  ּכָ ַכ ָנָסה ו לֹום, ּוַפר ׁשָ ַחִּיים טֹוִבים ּול נּו ל ֵרֽ כ ז ַרֲחִמים. ו ׁשּוָעה ו ת י ֻקּדַ פ ּבִ
ַקֵּים  ָך ּול תֹוָרֶתֽ ָיִמים ַלֲהגֹות ּב ֽאֶֹרך ָכבֹוד, ו ר ו ֽעֹׁשֶ ּבֹׁש, ו ִ ֶגד ֶלֶֽחם ֶלֱאכֹל ּוֶבֽ ו
ל  כ פּוָאה ל ָהֵפק ר יָה. ו ֵקי סֹודֹוֶתֽ יל ִעמ ּכִ ַהׂש ָהִבין ּו ֶכל ּוִביָנה ל ֽ ׂשֵ יָה, ו וֶֹֹתֽ ִמצ
ֶנָחמֹות,  ׁשּועֹות ו ֵזרֹות טֹובֹות י ינּו ּג זֹר ָעֵלֽ ינּו, ּוג ה ָיֵדֽ  ַמֲעׂשֵ ּכ ינּו, ּוָבֵרך אֹוֵבֽ ַמכ
יָה  ֶרֽ ׂשָ יֹוֲעֶצֽיָה ו כּות ו  ֵלב ַהּמַ ֵתן ּב ָרעֹות, ו ֵזרֹות ָקׁשֹות ו ל ּג ינּו ּכ ל ֵמָעֵלֽ ּוַבּטֵ
ָרצֹון.  ִהי  י ֵכן  ו ָאֵמן  טֹוָבה.  ל ינּו  ָעֵלֽ יֹוֲעֵציֶהם/  ו ינּו  ֵרֽ ׂשָ ֵלב  ּב ֵתן  ו בארץ ישראל: /

גֲֹאִלי׃ ָפֶנֽיָך, יהוה צּוִרי ו י ל יֹון ִלּבִ ֶהג ֵרי־ִפי ו ָרצֹון ִאמ יּו ל ִיה

ָך ֽ ּדֶ ב־ַחס ר ָך יהוה, ֵעת ָרצֹון, ֱאלִֹהים ּב ִתי־ל ִפּלָ ַוֲאִני ת 
Say the following verse three times:

ָך׃ ֶעֽ ֱאֶמת ִיׁש ֲעֵנִֽני ּבֶ

 ך ַעּמָ ִעם   עּוָתך ר ֵהא  י  . ָרך ַאת ו  ָרך ת ּכִ  ִריך ּב ָמא,  ָעל ָמֵרא  ּד ֵמּה  ׁש  ִריך ּב  
On all days continue:

ָנא  טֹוֵיי ַלֽ ַאמ ּול , ך ׁשָ ּד ֵבית ַמק ּב ך ַעּמָ ַאֲחִזי ל ִמיָנך ַקן י ָעַלם, ּוֻפר ָרֵאל ל ִיׂש
תֹוִריך ַלן ַחִּיין  ּד ָדָמך ֵהא ַרֲעָוא ק ַרֲחִמין. י ָנא ּב לֹוַתֽ ל צ ַקּבֵ ּו , הֹוָרך ִמּטּוב נ
ל  ָית ּכ ַטר ָיִתי ו ִמנ ַחם ֲעַלי ּול ִמר יַקָּיא, ל גֹו ַצּדִ ִקיָדא ּב ֶלֱהֵוי ֲאָנא פ ִטיבּו, ו ּב
הּוא   ּת ַאנ א,  ֽכֹּלָ ל ֵנס  ַפר ּומ א  ֽכֹּלָ ל ָזן  הּוא   ּת ַאנ ָרֵאל.  ִיׂש  ך ַעּמָ ל ִדי  ו ִלי  י  ּדִ
יָלך ִהיא. ֲאָנא  כּוָתא ּדִ ַכָּיא, ּוַמל יט ַעל ַמל ּלִ ׁשַ הּוא ּד ּת א, ַאנ ֹּלָ יט ַעל ּכֽ ּלִ ׁשַ
ן  ל ִעּדָ כ ֵתּה ּב יָקר אֹוַרי י ּדִ ּמֵ ּה ּוִמּקַ ָנא ַקּמֵ ָסֵגֽד הּוא, ּד ִריך א ּב ׁשָ ֻקד א ד ּדָ ַעב
אָלָהא  א ּבֵ ָנא, ֶאּלָ יכ ִמֽ ר ֱאָלִהין ס ָלא ַע ּבַ ָנא ו יצ ִחֽ ֱאָנׁש ר ן. ָלא ַע ִעּדָ ו
א  ּגֵ ׁשֹוט, ּוַמס ִביֽאֹוִהי ק ׁשֹוט, ּונ ֵתּה ק אֹוַרי ׁשֹוט, ו הּוא ֱאָלָהא ק ַמָּיא, ּד ִדׁש
יָרא ֲאָנא ֵאַמר  א ַיּקִ יׁשָ ֵמּה ַקּדִ ִלׁש ִחיץ, ו ּה ֲאָנא ר ׁשֹוט.  ּבֵ ָון ּוק ד ָטב ּבַ ֶמע ל
ֲאִלין  ים ִמׁשִ ַתׁש ָתא, ו אֹוַרי אי ּב ח ִלּבַ ּתַ ִתפ ּד ָדָמך ֵהא ַרֲעָוא ק ָחן. י ּב ׁש ּתֻ

ָלם. ִלׁש ַחִּיין ו ָטב ּול  ָרֵאל ִיׂש ך ל ַעּמָ כ א ד ִלּבָ אי ו ִלּבַ ּד

תהלים יט

תהלים סט

זוהר ויקהל

RH Machzor A USA.indb   459RH Machzor A USA.indb   459 16-May-13   1:24:06 PM16-May-13   1:24:06 PM



     ha arit fi first day fi 

Two Torah scrolls are removed from the Ark. The Leader takes one 
in his right arm and, followed by the congregation, says:

Listen, Israel: the Lord is our God, the Lord is One.
Leader then congregation:

One is our God; great is our Master; 
holy and awesome is His name.

The Leader turns to face the Ark, bows and says:

Magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together.

The Ark is closed. The Leader carries the Torah scroll to the bima and the congregation says:

ָך ל Yours, Lord, are the greatness and the power, the glory and the 
majesty and splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is Yours. 
Yours, Lord, is the kingdom; You are exalted as Head over all. 

מּו רֹומ Exalt the Lord our God and bow to His footstool; He is holy. 
Exalt the Lord our God, and bow at His holy mountain, for holy 
is the Lord our God.
Over all may the name of the Supreme King of kings, the Holy One blessed 
be He, be magnified and sanctified, praised and glorified, exalted and extolled, 
in the worlds that He has created – this world and the World to Come – in 
accordance with His will, and the will of those who fear Him, and the will of 
the whole house of Israel. He is the Rock of worlds, Lord of all creatures, God 
of all souls, who dwells in the spacious heights and inhabits the high heavens 
of old. His holiness is over the Ĥayyot and over the throne of glory. Therefore 
may Your name, Lord our God, be sanctified among us in the sight of all that 
lives. Let us sing before Him a new song, as it is written: “Sing to God, make 
music for His name, extol Him who rides the clouds – the Lord is His name – 
and exult before Him.” And may we see Him eye to eye when He returns to 
His abode as it is written: “For they shall see eye to eye when the Lord returns 
to Zion.” And it is said: “Then will the glory of the Lord be revealed, and all 
mankind together shall see that the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

Father of mercy, have compassion on the people borne by Him. May He 
remember the covenant with the mighty (patriarchs), and deliver us from evil 
times. May He reproach the evil instinct in the people by Him, and graciously 
grant that we be an eternal remnant. May He fulfill in good measure our 
requests for salvation and compassion.

Deut. 

Ps. 

 Chr.  

Ps. 

Ps. 

Is. 
Is. 
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 fi הוצאת ספר תורה   שחרית ליום א׳ 

ָרֵאל, יהוה ֱאלֵֹהינּו, יהוה ֶאָחד׃ ַמע ִיׂש ׁש 

Two ספרי תורה are removed from the ארון קודש. The שליח ציבור 
takes one in his right arm and, followed by the קהל, says:

מֹו. נֹוָרא ׁש דֹול ֲאדֹוֵנֽינּו, ָקדֹוׁש ו ינּו, ּגָ ֶאָחד ֱאלֵֹהֽ
:קהל then שליח ציבור

ו׃ ּדָ מֹו ַיח ָמה ׁש רֹומ י ּונ לּו ַליהוה ִאּתִ ּד ּגַ
The שליח ציבור turns to face the ארון קודש, bows and says:

י־כֹל  ּכִ ַההֹוד,  ו ַֽצח  ַהּנֵ ו ֶרת  ֶאֽ פ ַהּתִ ו בּוָרה  ַהּג ו ה  ֻדּלָ ַהּג יהוה  ָך  ל
The ארון קודש is closed. The שליח ציבור carries the ספר תורה to the בימה and the קהל says:

רֹאׁש׃ כֹל ל א ל ֵ ַנׂשּ ת ַהּמִ ָלָכה ו מ ָך יהוה ַהּמַ  ,ֶרץ ִים ּוָבָאֽ ַמֽ ָ ׁשּ ּבַ
מּו  ָליו, ָקדֹוׁש הּוא׃ רֹומ ֲחוּו ַלֲהדֹם ַרג ּתַ ִהׁש ינּו ו מּו יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ רֹומ
ינּו׃  י־ָקדֹוׁש יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ ׁשֹו, ּכִ ד ַהר ק ֲחוּו ל ּתַ ִהׁש ינּו ו יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ

מֹו  ׁש א  ֵ ַנׂשּ ִית ו רֹוַמם  ִית ו ַאר  ּפָ ִית ו ח  ּבַ ּתַ ִיׁש ו ׁש  ַקּדַ ִית ו ל  ּדַ ּגַ ִית ַהּכֹל  ַעל 
ָרא, ָהעֹוָם  ּבָ עֹוָלמֹות ׁשֶ רּוך הּוא ּבָ דֹוׁש ּבָ ָלִכים ַהּקָ ֵכי ַהּמ ַמל ֶלך ל ֶמֽ ׁשֶ
ָרֵאל. צּור  ית ִיׂש ל ּבֵ צֹון ּכ ִכר ֵרָאיו ו צֹון י ִכר צֹונֹו ו ר א, ּכִ ָהעֹוָלם ַהּבָ ַהֶּזה ו
ֲחֵבי  ֶמר ּב ב  ַהּיֹוׁשֵ ָפׁשֹות,  ַהּנ ל  ּכ  ֱאֽלֹוּה ִרּיֹות,  ַהּב ל  ּכ ֲאדֹון  ָהעֹוָלִמים, 
א  ּסֵ תֹו ַעל ּכִ ָ ֻדׁשּ תֹו ַעל ַהַחּיֹות, ּוק ָ ֻדׁשּ ֶדם, ק ֵמי ק ֵמי ׁש ׁש ֹוֵכן ּבִ ָמרֹום, ַהׁשּ
ָפָניו  נֹאַמר ל ל ָחי, ו ֵעיֵני ּכ ינּו ל נּו יהוה ֱאֵֹהֽ ֽ ָך ּבָ מ ׁש ׁשִ ַקּדַ ֵכן ִית בֹוד. ּוב ַהּכָ
ָיּה  ֲעָרבֹות, ּב מֹו, ֽסֹּלּו ָרֵֹכב ּבָ רּו ׁש ירּו ֵלאלִֹהים ַזּמ ֽ תּוב: ׁשִ ּכָ יר ָחָדׁש, ּכַ ׁשִ
ִין  ַעֽ י  ּכִ תּוב:  ּכָ ּכַ ָנֵוֽהּו,  ֶאל  ׁשּובֹו  ּב ִין  ַעֽ ּב ִין  ַעֽ הּו  ֵאֽ ִנר ו ָפָניו׃   זּו  ִעל ו מֹו,  ׁש
ר  ׂשָ ל־ּבָ ָראּו כ בֹוד יהוה, ו ָלה ּכ ִנג ֶנֱאַמר: ו ׁשּוב יהוה ִצּיֹון׃ ו אּו ּב ִין ִיר ַעֽ ּב

ר׃ ּבֵ י יהוה ּדִ י ּפִ ו ּכִ ּדָ ַיח

יל  ַיּצִ ו ֵאיָתִנים,  ִרית  ּב ּכֹר  ִיז ו ֲעמּוִסים,  ַעם  ַרֵחם  י הּוא  ָהַרֲחִמים  ַאב 
נּו  ָיחֹן אֹוָתֽ ׂשּוִאים, ו ֵיֶֽצר ָהָרע ִמן ַהּנ ַער ּב ִיג עֹות ָהָרעֹות, ו ָ ינּו ִמן ַהׁשּ ׁשֹוֵתֽ ַנפ

ַרֲחִמים. ׁשּוָעה ו ה טֹוָבה י ִמּדָ ינּו ּב ֲאלֹוֵתֽ א ִמׁש ֵליַטת עֹוָלִמים, ִויַמּלֵ ִלפ

דברים ו

תהלים לד

דברי 
הימים א׳ 

כט

תהלים צט

תהלים סח

ישעיה נב

ישעיה מ
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      ha arit fi first day fi 

The Torah scroll is placed on the bima and the Gabbai calls a Kohen to the Torah. See  law  .

ַיֲעזֹר ו May He help, shield and save all who seek refuge in Him, 
and let us say: Amen. Let us all render greatness to our God 
and give honor to the Torah. *Let the Kohen come forward. 
Arise (name son of father’s name), the Kohen.

*If no Kohen is present, a Levi or Yisrael is called up as follows:
/As there is no Kohen, arise (name son of father’s name) in place of a Kohen./

Blessed is He who, in His holiness, gave the Torah to His people Israel.

The congregation followed by the Gabbai:
You who cling to the Lord your God are all alive today.

The Reader shows the oleh the section to be read. The oleh touches the scroll at that place 
with the tzitzit of his tallit, which he then kisses. Holding the handles of the scroll, he says:

Bless the Lord, the blessed One.
Bless the Lord, the blessed One, for ever and all time.

Bless the Lord, the blessed One, for ever and all time.

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe, 
who has chosen us from all peoples 
and has given us His Torah. 
Blessed are You, Lord, Giver of the Torah.

After the reading, the oleh says:

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe, 
who has given us the Torah of truth, 
planting everlasting life in our midst. 
Blessed are You, Lord, Giver of the Torah.

Deut. 

Oleh:

Cong:

Oleh:

Oleh:

matically, known as the ba’al koreh), “so as not to shame those who do not 
know how to read” (Rabbeinu Tam, in Tosafot Bava Batra a). Instead, the 
oleh says the blessings before and after the portion, and recites the text silently 
along with the reader. 
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 fi ברכות התורה   שחרית ליום א׳ 

ינּו  נֹאַמר ָאֵמן. ַהּכֹל ָהבּו ֽגֶֹדל ֵלאלֵֹהֽ ל ַהחֹוִסים ּבֹו, ו כ ל יע ֽ יֹוׁשִ ָיֵגן ו ַיֲעזֹר ו ו
The ספר תורה is placed on the שולחן and the גבאי calls a כהן to the תורה. See  law  .

ן פלוני) ַהּכֵֹהן.  ַרב, ַיֲעמֹד (פלוני ּבֶ נּו ָכבֹוד ַלּתֹוָרה. *ּכֵֹהן ק ּות

קֹום ּכֵֹהן./ מ ן פלוני) ּבִ אן ּכֵֹהן, ַיֲעמֹד (פלוני ּבֶ ֵאין ּכָ
*If no כהן is present, a לוי or ישראל is called up as follows:

/
תֹו. ָ ֻדׁשּ ק ָרֵאל ּבִ ַעּמֹו ִיׂש ַתן ּתֹוָרה ל ּנָ רּוך ׁשֶ ּבָ

ֶכם ַהּיֹום׃  ּל יהוה ֱאלֵֹהיֶכם ַחִּיים ּכֻ ֵבִקים ּבַ ם ַהּד ַאּתֶ ו
 The קהל followed by the גבאי:

. בָֹרך כּו ֶאת יהוה ַהמ ר ּבָ

The קורא shows the עולה the section to be read. The עולה touches the scroll at that place 
with the ציצית of his טלית, which he then kisses. Holding the handles of the scroll, he says:

עֹוָלם ָוֶעד.  ל בָֹרך יהוה ַהמ רּוך ּבָ

עֹוָלם ָוֶעד.  ל בָֹרך יהוה ַהמ רּוך ּבָ
ֶלך ָהעֹוָלם ינּו ֶמֽ ה יהוה, ֱאלֵֹהֽ רּוך ַאּתָ ּבָ

נּו ֶאת ּתֹוָרתֹו. ָנַֽתן ָלֽ ים ו ל ָהַעּמִ נּו ִמּכ ֽ ַחר ּבָ ֽ ר ּבָ ֲאׁשֶ
ה יהוה, נֹוֵתן ַהּתֹוָרה. רּוך ַאּתָ ּבָ

ֶלך ָהעֹוָלם ינּו ֶמֽ ה יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ רּוך ַאּתָ ּבָ
After the קריאת התורה, the עולה says:

נּו. תֹוֵכֽ ַחֵּיי עֹוָלם ָנַטע ּב נּו ּתֹוַרת ֱאֶמת ו ר ָנַֽתן ָלֽ ֲאׁשֶ
ה יהוה, נֹוֵתן ַהּתֹוָרה. רּוך ַאּתָ ּבָ

דברים ד

עולה:

קהל:

עולה:

עולה:

scent to the orah 
The original custom was that each oleh, one called to the Torah, would read 
his own portion. Not everyone was able to do this, so the practice developed 
of entrusting the reading to one with expertise (commonly, though ungram-
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    ha arit fi first day fi 

One who has survived a situation of danger (see commentary) says:

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe, who bestows good 
on the unworthy, who has bestowed on me much good.

The congregation responds:

Amen. May He who bestowed much good on you 
continue to bestow on you much good, Selah.

or an oleh
May He who blessed our fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, bless (name, son of 
father’s name) who has been called up in honor of the All-Present, in honor 
of the Torah, (On Shabbat: in honor of the Shabbat) and in honor of the Day 
of Judgment. As a reward for this, may the Holy One, blessed be He, protect 
and deliver him from all trouble and distress, all infection and illness, and 
send blessing and success to all the work of his hands, and write him and 
seal him for a good life on this Day of Judgment, together with all Israel, his 
brethren, and let us say: Amen.

or a sick man
May He who blessed our fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Moses and 
Aaron, David and Solomon, bless and heal one who is ill, (sick person’s name, 
son of mother’s name), on whose behalf (name of the one making the offering) 
is making a contribution to charity. As a reward for this, may the Holy One, 
blessed be He, be filled with compassion for him, to restore his health, cure 
him, strengthen and revive him, sending him a swift and full recovery from 
heaven to all his  organs and  sinews, amongst the other sick ones in 
Israel, a healing of the spirit and a healing of the body – may healing be quick 
to come – now, swiftly and soon, and let us say: Amen. 

or a sick woman
May He who blessed our fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Moses and 
Aaron, David and Solomon, bless and heal one who is ill, (sick person’s name, 
daughter of mother’s name), on whose behalf (name of the one making the 
offering) is making a contribution to charity. As a reward for this, may the 

not necessarily at the time of the reading of the Torah, and within three days 
of the event. 

ַחָּיִבים טֹובֹות   ַהּגֹוֵמ Who bestows good on the unworthy. Reminiscent of Jacob’s 
prayer (Genesis : ), “I am unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness 
You have shown Your servant.”
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ַחָּיִבים טֹובֹות  ָהעֹוָלם  ַהּגֹוֵמל ל ֶלך ינּו ֶמֽ ה יהוה ֱאלֵֹהֽ רּוך ַאּתָ ּבָ
One who has survived a situation of danger (see commentary) says:

ל טֹוב. ִני ּכ ָמַלֽ ּג ׁשֶ

ָלה. ל טֹוב, ֶסֽ ָך ּכ ל מ ל טֹוב הּוא ִיג ָך ּכ ָמל ּג ָאֵמן.  ִמי ׁשֶ
The קהל responds:

מי שברך לעולה לתורה
ֲעבּור  ן פלוני), ּבַ ָבֵרך ֶאת (פלוני ּבֶ ַיֲעקֹב, הּוא י ָחק ו ָרָהם ִיצ ינּו ַאב ַרך ֲאבֹוֵתֽ ּבֵ  ִמי ׁשֶ
יֹום  בֹוד  ִלכ ו ת)  ּבָ ַ ַהׁשּ בֹוד  ִלכ ו בשבת: ) ַהּתֹוָרה  בֹוד  ִלכ ו קֹום  ַהּמָ בֹוד  ִלכ ָעָלה  ׁשֶ
ל  צּוָקה ּוִמּכ ל ָצָרה ו הּו ִמּכ יֵלֽ ַיּצִ הּו ו ֵרֽ מ הּוא ִיׁש רּוך דֹוׁש ּבָ ַכר ֶזה ַהּקָ ׂש ין. ּבִ ַהּדִ
הּו  ֵמֽ ּת ַיח הּו ו ֵבֽ ּת ִיכ ה ָיָדיו, ו ל ַמֲעׂשֵ כ ָלָחה ּב ַהצ ָרָכה ו ַלח ּב ִיׁש ֶנַֽגע ּוַמֲחָלה, ו

נֹאַמר ָאֵמן. ָרֵאל ֶאָחיו, ו ִיׂש  ין ַהֶּזה ִעם ּכ יֹום ַהּדִ ַחִּיים טֹוִבים ּב ל

 מי שברך לחוֶלה
הּוא  לֹמֹה  ּוׁש ִוד  ּדָ ַאֲהרֹן  ו ה  מֹׁשֶ ַיֲעקֹב,  ו ָחק  ִיצ ָרָהם  ַאב ינּו  ֲאבֹוֵתֽ  ַרך ּבֵ ׁשֶ ִמי 
ָדָקה  צ נֹוֵדר  פלוני)  ן  ּבֶ (פלוני  ׁשֶ ֲעבּור  ּבַ פלונית)  ן  ּבֶ (פלוני  ַהחֹוֶלה  ֶאת  א  ִויַרּפֵ  ָבֵרך י
ַרּפֹאתֹו  ַהֲחִלימֹו ּו ֵלא ַרֲחִמים ָעָליו ל רּוך הּוא ִיּמָ דֹוׁש ּבָ ַכר ֶזה ַהּקָ ׂש ֲעבּורֹו. ּבִ ּבַ
ַמ״ח  רִ ִים  ַמֽ ָ ַהׁשּ ִמן  ֵָמה  ׁש פּוָאה  ר ֵהָרה  מ לֹו  ַלח  ִיׁש ו ַהֲחיֹותֹו  ּול ַהֲחִזיקֹו  ּול
פּוַאת ַהּגּוף.  ֶֽפׁש ּור פּוַאת ַהּנֶ ָרֵאל, ר י ִיׂשֵָאר חֹו ׁש תֹוך יָדיו ּב ָס״ה ּגִ ֵאָבָריו ּוׁש

נֹאַמר ָאֵמן. ַמן ָקִריב, ו ֲעָגָלא ּוִבז א ּבַ ּתָ ַהׁש

מי שברך לחוָלה
הּוא  לֹמֹה  ּוׁש ִוד  ּדָ ַאֲהרֹן  ו ה  מֹׁשֶ ַיֲעקֹב,  ו ָחק  ִיצ ָרָהם  ַאב ינּו  ֲאבֹוֵתֽ  ַרך ּבֵ ׁשֶ ִמי 
ָדָקה  ן פלוני) נֹוֵדר צ (פלוני ּבֶ ֲעבּור ׁשֶ ת פלונית) ּבַ א ֶאת ַהחֹוָלה (פלונית ּבַ ָבֵרך ִויַרּפֵ י
ַהֲחִיָמּה  ל יָה  ָעֶלֽ ַרֲחִמים  ֵלא  ִיּמָ הּוא   רּוך ּבָ דֹוׁש  ַהּקָ ֶזה  ַכר  ׂש ּבִ ֲעבּוָרּה.  ּבַ

 
This blessing, “Who bestows,” is mentioned in the Talmud (Berakhot b). It 
is to be said after the following four circumstances: ( ) release from captivity, 
( ) recovery from a potentially life-threatening illness, ( ) a dangerous jour-
ney, and ( ) a sea-crossing (nowadays, many also say it after an air flight). It 
is said in the presence of a minyan (at least ten adult males), usually, though 
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Holy One, blessed be He, be filled with compassion for her, to restore her 
health, cure her, strengthen and revive her, sending her a swift and full 
recovery from heaven to all her organs and sinews, amongst the other sick 
ones in Israel, a healing of the spirit and a healing of the body – may healing 
be quick to come – now, swiftly and soon, and let us say: Amen. 

orah eading for the first day
The Lord remembered Sarah just as He had said, and just as He had 
spoken then, so He did for her. So Sarah conceived, and she bore 
Abraham a son in his old age, at the time that God had mentioned. 
Abraham named the son who was born to him, the son whom Sarah 

Gen. 

On the brink of the exodus, Moses gathers the people and addresses them 
(Ex. – ). He speaks about none of the things we would expect – freedom, 
the journey, the land of milk and honey. Instead he speaks three times about 
children: “And you shall tell your child on that day…”

Children have been the casualties of our age. In the West they have suffered 
from the breakdown of marriage and the exploitations of a consumer culture. 
In some parts of the world they have been used as labor, in others they have 
become the victims of terror or even trained as terrorists, taught to hate. The 
protests have been too few.

There are cultures that live in the present. Eventually, inevitably, they lose 
their way. There are cultures that live in the past. Nursing grievances, they 
seek revenge. Judaism is a supreme example of a culture that, while celebrat-
ing the present and honoring the past, lives for the future – for its children.

The stories of Sarah and Hannah and their joy at the birth of their children 
are two of the enduring symbols of Judaism. There is no gift like the gift of a 
child, no responsibility greater than the responsibility of a parent, no miracle 
more profound than the way love brings new life into the world, and no 
question a better guide to life than to ask: Will my next act make the world 
a little better for our children?

ָרה ַקד ֶאת־ׂשָ  The Lord remembered Sarah. According to the sages, Isaac ַויהוה ּפָ
was born on Rosh HaShana. The stories of Sarah and Hannah, two infertile 
women who longed for and were granted a child, teach us the power of prayer. 
Even though prayer is not immediately answered, we should not lose hope.

נֹו ם־ּב ָרָהם ֶאת־ׁשֶ ָרא ַאב ַוִּיק Abraham named the son. The name Isaac means, “He 
will laugh.” Isaac, the first Jewish child, hints at the fact that though we may 
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ִים  ַמֽ ָ ֵלָמה ִמן ַהׁשּ פּוָאה ׁש ֵהָרה ר ַלח ָלּה מ ִיׁש ַהֲחיֹוָתּה ו ַהֲחִזיָקּה ּול ַרּפֹאָתּה ּול ּול
פּוַאת  ֶֽפׁש ּור פּוַאת ַהּנֶ ָרֵאל, ר ָאר חֹוֵלי ִיׂש ׁש תֹוך יָה ּב יֶדֽ ל ּגִ כ יָה ּול ל ֵאָבֶרֽ כ ל

נֹאַמר ָאֵמן. ַמן ָקִריב, ו ֲעָגָלא ּוִבז א ּבַ ּתָ ַהּגּוף. ַהׁש

קריאת התורה ליום א׳
ר׃  ֽ ּבֵ ר ּדִ ֥ ֲאׁשֶ ֽ ה ּכַ ָר֖ ׂשָ ר ַוַּיַ֧עׂש יה֛וה ל ר ָאָמ֑ ֣ ֲאׁשֶ ֽ ה ּכַ ָר֖ ד ֶאת־ׂשָ ַק֥ ַוֽיה֛וה ּפָ
אֹ֖תֹו  ר  ֥ ּבֶ ר־ּדִ ֲאׁשֶ ד  ַלּמֹוֵע֕ ֻקָנ֑יו  ִלז ן  ֖ ּבֵ ם  ָרָה֛ ַאב ל ה  ָר֧ ׂשָ ֶלד  ַוּתֵ֨  ַהר ַוּתַ֩
ֹו  ָדה־ּל֥ ר־ָיֽל ֲאׁשֶ ֹוַלד־֛לֹו  ַהּנֽ ֧נֹו  ם־ּב ֶאת־ׁשֶ ם  ָרָה֜ ַאב א  ָר֨ ַוִּיק ים׃  ֱאלִֹהֽ

בראשית כא

  – irst ay: he irth of saac 
The Torah and Haftara readings for the first day of Rosh HaShana form an 
eloquent pair of witnesses to Jewish values. Rosh HaShana is the anniversary 
of creation. Hayom harat olam, we say in our prayers: “Today the world was 
born.” We would surely have expected the Torah reading to be from the 
opening of Genesis, “In the beginning, God created.” And the Haftara? What 
better than the great hymn of Isaiah, “This is what God the Lord says – the 
Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, who spreads out the earth 
with all that springs from it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those 
who walk on it” (Is. : ).

Logical but wrong. Instead, both readings are about the birth of a child 
to an infertile woman. In the Torah we read the story of the birth of Isaac to 
Sarah. In the Haftara we read about the birth of Samuel to Hannah. This coun-
terintuitive choice tells us much about the humane vision at the heart of Jew-
ish life. A single life, said the sages, is like a universe (Mishna, Sanhedrin a). 
If you seek to understand the meaning of creation, think about the birth of a child.

Faith in Judaism is not a form of science. It is a form of love. To under-
stand the universe as God’s creation, we do not need advanced degrees in 
cosmology. We need to understand what it is to be a parent, bringing new 
life into being through an act of love. Judaism was the first moral system to 
place love – for God, for our neighbor, and for the stranger – at the heart of 
its values. Its supreme expression is the selfless, sacrificing, unconditional 
love of a parent for a child. 

Throughout the centuries, Judaism has been the great child-centered 
civilization. Only once does the Torah tell us why Abraham was chosen: “So 
that he will instruct his children and his household after him to keep the way 
of the Lord” (Gen. : ).
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bore – Isaac. And he circumcised Isaac, his son, when the child was 
eight days old, just as God had commanded him to do. Abraham was 
a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. “God,” said 
Sarah, “has made laughter for me; all those who hear of this will laugh 
with me.” She said, “Who would ever have said to Abraham, ‘Sarah will 
one day nurse children?’ And yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 
The baby grew, and he was weaned; Abraham laid out a great feast on 
the day when Isaac was weaned. And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the 
Egyptian – the son she had borne Abraham – making sport. She said to 
Abraham, “Send away that slave and her son, for the slave’s son cannot 
inherit you alongside Isaac.” This distressed Abraham deeply, because 
of his son. But God said to him, “Do not think this wrong, because of 
the boy or because of your slave; listen to Sarah, to whatever she says, 
for it is Isaac who will keep your name alive; and I shall build a nation 
from the maid’s son also, because he too is your descendant.” Early the 
next morning Abraham rose, and he took bread and a flask of water, 
and gave them to Hagar; he placed them over her shoulder, and the 
child also, and he sent her away. Hagar left, and she went astray in the 
desert of Be’er Sheva. The water in the flask was exhausted, and she 
threw the boy down beneath one of the bushes. And Hagar went off 
and sat herself beyond, a bowshot’s distance away, for she said, “Just 
let me not see it, when the child dies.” She sat down there at a distance 
beyond, and then she raised up her voice and wept. And God heard 
the voice of the boy. An angel called out to Hagar from the heavens 
and said to her, “What is wrong, Hagar? Do not be frightened; for God 

Shabbat: 
helishi

helishi 
Shabbat: 
evi’i

ֵעיֶנֽיָך ־ֵיַרע ּבָרָהם ַא ־ַאבִֹהים ֶאַוּֽיֹאֶמר ֱא But God said to him, “Do not think this is 
wrong.” Isaac was to be Abraham’s heir. Ishmael was also Abraham’s son and 
would be blessed by God, but Sarah wanted there to be no argument over 
the inheritance. ( J.H. Hertz)

ַֽער ַמע ֱאִֹהים ֶאת־קֹו ַהּנַ ַוִּיׁש And God heard the voice of the boy. Though neither 
Hagar nor Ishmael were part of the special covenant with Abraham, God 
heard their tears and answered their cry, for God is the God of all humanity 
and is close to all who truly call on Him.
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ר  ֛ ֲאׁשֶ ֽ ים ּכַ מַֹנ֖ת ָיִמ֑ ן־ׁש ֔נֹו ּבֶ ק ּב ָח֣ ֶאת־ִיצ ָרָהם ל ַאב ק׃ ַוָּי֤מ ָחֽ ה ִיצ ָר֖ ׂשָ
ק  ָח֥ ת ִיצ ֶ֣לד ֔לֹו ֵא֖ ִהּוָ ָנ֑ה ּב ת ׁשָ ַא֣ ן־מ ָרָה֖ם ּבֶ ַאב ים׃  ו ֥ה אֹ֖תֹו ֱאלִֹהֽ ִצּוָ
י׃  ִיֲֽצַחק־ִלֽ  ע ֵֹמ֖ ל־ַהּשׁ ּכ ים  ֱאלִֹה֑ י  ִל֖ ה  ָעׂ֥שָ ֕חֹק  צ ה  ָר֔ ׂשָ ֹאֶמר  ַוּת֣ ֽנֹו׃  ּב
ֻקָנֽיו׃  ן ִלז י ֵב֖ ּתִ ד י־ָיַל֥ ֽ ה ּכִ ָר֑ ם ֵהיִנ֥יָקה ָבִנ֖ים ׂשָ ָרָה֔ ַאב ל ל י ִמּלֵ ֹאֶמר ִמ֤ ַוּת֗
ל ֶאת־ ֵמ֥ ֖יֹום ִהּגָ ה ָג֔דֹול ּב ֣ ּתֶ ִמׁש ָרָהם ל ַוַּיַ֤עׂש ַאב ַמ֑ ל ַהֶּיֶ֖לד ַוִּיּגָ ֥ ּדַ ַוִּיג
ָרָה֖ם  ַאב ה ל ָד֥ ר־ָיֽל ית ֲאׁשֶ ִר֛ צ ן־ָהָג֧ר ַהּמִ ה ֶאת־ּבֶ ָר֜ ֶרא ׂשָ ק׃ ַוּתֵ֨ ָחֽ ִיצ
א  לֹ֤ י  ֣ ּכִ ָנּ֑ה  ֶאת־ּב ו ַהּ֖זֹאת  ה  ָאָמ֥ ָהֽ ׁש  ֵר֛ ּגָ ם  ָרָה֔ ַאב ל  ֹאֶמר ַוּת֨ ק׃  ַצֵחֽ מ
֖אֹד  מ ר  ָב֛ ַהּדָ ַוֵּיַ֧רע  ק׃  ָחֽ ִעם־ִיצ ִנ֖י  ִעם־ּב ַהּ֔זֹאת  ה  ָאָמ֣ ן־ָהֽ ּבֶ  ִייַרׁש
ע  ם ַאל־ֵיַר֤ ָרָה֗ ים ֶאל־ַאב ֽנֹו׃ ַוּ֨יֹאֶמר ֱאלִֹה֜ ָרָה֑ם ַע֖ל אֹו֥דֹת ּב ֵעיֵנ֣י ַאב ּב
ע  ַמ֣ ה ׁש ָר֖ יָך ׂשָ ר ֵאֶל֛ ר ּתֹאַמ֥  ֲאׁשֶ֨ ָך ּכֹל ַעל־ֲאָמֶת֔ ַ֣ער ו יָך ַעל־ַהּנַ ֵעיֶנ֙ ּב
ּנּו  יֶמ֑ ֣גֹוי ֲאׂשִ ה ל ָאָמ֖ ן־ָהֽ ַג֥ם ֶאת־ּבֶ ַרע׃ ו ָך֖ ז א ל ֵר֥ ק ִיּקָ ָח֔ ִיצ י ב ֣ קָֹלּ֑ה ּכִ ּב
ן  ֣ ִים ַוִּיּתֵ ַמת ַמ֜ ֵח֨ ו ֶחם ח־ֶל֩ ֶֹקר ַוִּיּֽקַ ּב֡ ם ׀ ּבַ ָרָה֣ ֣ם ַאב ּכֵ ֲעָך֖ ֽהּוא׃ ַוַּיׁש ר י ז ֥ ּכִ
ר  ֖ ּבַ ִמד ַתע ּב ֶלך ַוּתֵ֔ ֣ ָה ַוּתֵ ֶח֑ ּל ׁשַ ֶאת־ַהֶּיֶ֖לד ַוֽי ּה ו ָמ֛ כ ֧ם ַעל־ׁשִ ר ׂשָ ָג֠ ָ ֶאל־ה
ד  ַחת ַאַח֥ ֖ ֶלד ּתַ ך ֶאת־ַהֶּי֔ ֵל֣ ׁש ֶמת ַוּתַ ִים ִמן־ַהֶח֑ ֖ ֥לּו ַהּמַ ַבע׃ ַוִּיכ ֽ ר ׁשָ ֵא֥ ּב
ה  ָר֔ מ י ָאֽ ֣ ת ּכִ ׁשֶ ֲחֵו֣י ֶק֔ ַטֽ מ ֵחק ּכִ ֶגד ַהר ּה ִמּנֶ֗ ב ָל֜ ׁשֶ  ַוּתֵ֨ ֶלך ם׃ ַוּתֵ֩ יִחֽ ַהּשִׂ
׃  ּך ב ֽ ַוּתֵ ֶאת־קָֹלּ֖ה  א  ֥ ּשָׂ ַוּתִ ֶגד  ִמּנֶ֔ ב  ׁשֶ ֣ ַוּתֵ ַהָּיֶ֑לד  ֣מֹות  ּבְ ה  ֶא֖ ַאל־ֶאר
 ֶאל־ָהָגר ׀  ים  ֱאלִֹה֤  ך ַא֨ ַמל  ָרא ַוִּיק ַע֒ר  ַהּנַ֒ ֶאת־֣קֹול  ֱאלִֹהי֮ם  ע  ַמ֣ ַוִּיׁש
ים  ַמ֧ע ֱאלִֹה֛ י־ׁשָ ֽ י ּכִ ִא֔ יר ֣ ך ָהָג֑ר ַאל־ּתִ ֣ ִים ַוּ֥יֹאֶמר ָלּ֖ה ַמה־ּלָ ַמ֔ ָ ִמן־ַהּשׁ

לוילוי

(בשבת (בשבת 
שלישי)שלישי)

שלישישלישי
(בשבת (בשבת 

רביעי)רביעי)

suffer many trials, we will eventually know the laughter of joy. Jewish history 
has often been written in tears, but that is neither its essence nor its destiny. 
The festivals of the seventh month begin, on Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur, 
in awe and fear – but end, on Sukkot and Simĥat Torah, in joy. So does Jewish 
life as a whole. There may be tribulation, but in the end, there is celebration.

נֹו ַעל אֹודֹת ּב Because of his son. Ishmael was Abraham’s son but not Sarah’s. This 
is the first intimation that Jewish identity follows the mother, not the father.
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    ha arit fi first day fi 

has heard the boy’s voice, there in the place where he is. Get up; lift up 
the boy and keep your hand firmly on him, for I am going to build him 
up into a great nation.” God opened her eyes and she saw a well, and 
she went and filled the flask with water, and helped the boy to drink. 
God was with the boy, and he grew, and there in the desert he lived, 
and became a bowman. He settled in the Paran desert, and his mother 
brought him a wife from the land of Egypt.
It was at that time that Avimelekh and his chief of staff, Pikhol, said 
to Abraham, “God is with you in all that you do. Now swear to me by 
your God, that you will not deceive me or my son or my grandson; treat 
me and all the land you have lived in with the same kindness I have 
shown toward you.” Abraham said, “I swear.” And then he reproached 
Avimelekh for the well of water that Avimelekh’s slaves had stolen. “I 
do not know who did this,” Avimelekh said, “and you did not tell me 
before, I have never heard of all this until today!” Abraham took sheep 
and cattle and gave them to Avimelekh, and the two forged a covenant 
together. And Abraham then set the seven sheep from the flock apart. 
Avimelekh asked him, “What are these seven sheep that you have set 
apart by themselves?” And he said, “These seven sheep are for you to 
take from me as witness to the fact that it was I who dug that well.” And 
so it was that he named the place Be’er Sheva,  because it was there that 
the two of them vowed . They forged their covenant in Be’er Sheva, and 
then Avimelekh and Pikhol, his chief of staff, stood up and returned 
to the land of the Philistines. Abraham planted a tamarisk tree at Be’er 
Sheva, and there he called out the name of the Lord, God of all the 
world. And Abraham lived on in the land of the Philistines for many 
years after.

Shabbat: 
amishi

evi’i 
Shabbat: 
hishi

amishi 
Shabbat: 
hevi’i

angels. God then said, “I judge a person only on the basis of where he is in 
the present: there, where he is.” (Rashi, following Bereshit Raba : )

ַקח ֱאִֹהים ֶאת־ֵעיֶנֽיָה ַוִּיפ God opened her eyes. Sometimes blessings lie all around 
us, but we do not see them. “The world is full of the light of God, but to see it 
we have to learn to open our eyes” (Rabbi Naĥman of Bratslav).

ךֶ ֶאת־ֲאִביֶמֽ ָרָהם  ַאב  ח הֹוִכֽ ו And then he reproached Avimelekh. Abraham re-
proved him for tolerating violence in his country (Seforno). 

RH Machzor A USA.indb   470RH Machzor A USA.indb   470 16-May-13   1:24:10 PM16-May-13   1:24:10 PM



 fi קריאת התורה   שחרית ליום א׳ 

ֲחִז֥יִקי  ַהֽ ו ַער  ֶאת־ַהּנַ֔ י  ִא֣ ׂש ֚קּוִמי  ם׃  ֽ הּוא־ׁשָ ר  ֥ ֲאׁשֶ ֽ ּבַ ַ֖ער  ַהּנַ ֶאל־֥קֹול 
ֶרא  ֖ יָה ַוּתֵ ח ֱאלִֹהים ֶאת־ֵעיֶנ֔ ַק֤ ּנּו׃ ַוִּיפ יֶמֽ ֖דֹול ֲאׂשִ ֥גֹוי ּגָ י־ל ֽ ֹו ּכִ ך ּב֑ ֶאת־ָיֵד֖
י  ִה֧ ַֽער׃ ַוי ק ֶאת־ַהּנָ ׁש ֖ ִים ַוּתַ ֶמת ַמ֔ ֤א ֶאת־ַהֵח֙ ַמּלֵ ַוּת ֶלך ִים ַוּתֵ֜ ר ָמ֑ ֵא֣ ּב
ב  ַוֵּיׁ֖שֶ ת׃  ֽ ָ ַקּשׁ רֶֹב֥ה  י  ִה֖ ַוי ר  ּבָ֔ ד ּמִ ּבַ  ב ׁשֶ ַוֵּי֙ ל  ֑ ּדָ ַוִּיג ַ֖ער  ֶאת־ַהּנַ ים  ֱאלִֹה֛

ִים׃ ָרֽ ֶרץ ִמצ ה ֵמֶא֥ ֖ ָ ֹו ִאּשׁ ח־֥לֹו ִאּמ֛ ּקַ ֽ ן ַוּתִ אָר֑ ר ּפָ ֣ ּבַ ִמד ּב
ָרָה֖ם  ָב֔אֹו ֶאל־ַאב ר־צ ֶלך ּוִפיכֹל ׂשַ וא ַוּ֣יֹאֶמר ֲאִביֶמ֗ ֵע֣ת ַהִה֔ ִהי ּבָ ַוֽי
֤י  ּלִ ָעה  ב ָ֨ ִהּשׁ ה  ַעּתָ֗ ו ה׃  ֽ עֹׂשֶ ה  ֖ ר־ַאּתָ ֲאׁשֶ ֥כֹל  ּב ָך֔  ִעּמ ים  ֱאלִֹה֣ ֵלא֑מֹר 
יִתי  ֤ ר־ָעׂשִ ֶסד ֲאׁשֶ ֶח֜ י ּכַ ֑ ּדִ ֶנכ ִניִנ֖י ּול י ּול ֣קֹר ִל֔ ׁש ה ִאם־ּתִ ּנָ אלִֹהים ֵה֔ ֵבֽ
ם  ָרָה֔ ַאב ּה׃ ַוּ֙יֹאֶמר ֽ ה ּבָ ּתָ ר ֥ ר־ּגַ ֶרץ ֲאׁשֶ ִעם־ָהָא֖ י ו ִד֔ ה ִעּמָ ֣ ֲעׂשֶ ֽ ָך ּתַ ִעּמ
ִים  ר ַהּמַ֔ ֵא֣ ּב ַעל־אֹדֹות ֶלך ָרָה֖ם ֶאת־ֲאִביֶמ֑ ַאב ח הֹוִכ֥ ׃ ו ע ֵבֽ ָ י ִאּשׁ ֹנִכ֖ ָאֽ
ה  ֖ ָעׂשָ י  ִמ֥ י  ּתִ ע ָיַד֔ א  לֹ֣  ֶלך ֲאִביֶמ֔ ַוּ֣יֹאֶמר  ׃  ֶלך ֲאִביֶמֽ י  ֵד֥ ַעב ֖לּו  ֽז ּגָ ר  ֥ ֲאׁשֶ
י  ּתִ ע ַמ֖ ׁשָ א  לֹ֥ י  ֹנִכ֛ ָאֽ ַג֧ם  ו י  ּלִ֗ ּתָ  ד ֣ א־ִהּגַ לֹֽ ה  ַגם־ַאּתָ֞ ו ַהֶּז֑ה  ר  ָב֣ ֶאת־ַהּדָ
֥תּו  ר ַוִּיכ  ֶלך ֲאִביֶמ֑ ַלֽ ן  ֖ ַוִּיּתֵ ר  ּוָבָק֔ ֣צֹאן   ָרָהם ַאב ח  ֤ ַוִּיּקַ ַהּֽיֹום׃  י  ֥ ּתִ ל ּבִ
ן׃  ֶהֽ ַבּד ל ֹאן  ַהּצ֖ ת  ׂשֹ֥ ב ּכִ ַבע  ֛ ֶאת־ׁשֶ ם  ָרָה֗ ַאב ֣ב  ַוַּיּצֵ ית׃  ִרֽ ּב ם  ֵניֶה֖ ׁש
ר  ֥ ה ֲאׁשֶ ּלֶ ָבׂשֹת ָהֵא֔ ַ֤בע ּכ ה ׁשֶ ּנָ ה ֵה֗ ָרָה֑ם ָמ֣ ֶאל־ַאב ֶלך ַוּ֥יֹאֶמר ֲאִביֶמ֖
 ֲעבּור ֽ ּבַ י  ִמָּיִד֑ ח  ֖ ּקַ ּתִ ת  ָבׂשֹ֔ ּכ ַבע  ֣ ֶאת־ׁשֶ י  ִ ּכ֚ ַוּ֕יֹאֶמר  ָנה׃  ֽ ַבּדָ ל ּתָ  ֖ב ִהּצַ
֥קֹום  א ַלּמָ ן ָקָר֛ ר ַהּֽזֹאת׃ ַעל־ּכֵ֗ ֵא֥ י ֶאת־ַהּב ּתִ י ָחַפ֖ר ֥ ה ּכִ ֵעָד֔ י ל ֣ ֶיה־ּלִ ה ֽ ּתִ
ר  ֵא֣ ב ּבִ ית  ִר֖ ב ֥תּו  ר ַוִּיכ ם׃  ֵניֶהֽ ׁש ֖עּו  ּב ִנׁש ם  ֥ ׁשָ י  ֛ ּכִ ַבע  ֑ ׁשָ ר  ֵא֣ ּב ַה֖הּוא 
ים׃  ֽ ּתִ ִלׁש ֶרץ ּפ בּו ֶאל־ֶא֥ ֖ ָב֔אֹו ַוָּיׁשֻ ר־צ ֶלך ּוִפיכֹל ׂשַ ם ֲאִביֶמ֗ ַבע ַוָּי֣ק ֑ ׁשָ
ר  ַוָּי֧ג ם׃  עֹוָלֽ ל  ֵא֥ יה֖וה  ם  ֥ ׁשֵ ּב ם  ָרא־ׁשָ֔ ק ַוִּי֨ ַבע  ֑ ׁשָ ר  ֵא֣ ב ּבִ ל  ׁשֶ ֵא֖ ע  ֥ ַוִּיּטַ

ים׃  ֽ ים ַרּבִ ים ָיִמ֥ ֖ ּתִ ִלׁש ֶרץ ּפ ֶא֥ ם ּב ָרָה֛ ַאב

(בשבת (בשבת 
חמישי)חמישי)

רביעירביעי
(בשבת (בשבת 

ששי)ששי)

חמישיחמישי
(בשבת (בשבת 
שביעי)שביעי)

ם הּוא־ׁשָ ר  ֲאׁשֶ  ,There in the place where he is. The angels accused Ishmael ּבַ
saying that his descendants would one day persecute the children of Israel. 

“What is he now?” asked God, “innocent or guilty?” “Innocent,” replied the 
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