
How big does your deck need to be?
How many people are going to be using your deck at one time?  Just you or you and your partner? Or 
will the whole family be out there?  Will you be entertaining?  What furniture do you already have and 
what will you need?

A 3m x 5m deck (15sqm) against the back of house will 
comfortably sit two people in chairs or loungers; a bistro 
table set would also fit leaving plenty of space to get 
through doors and to add planters or a barbeque.

If you’re locating your deck away from the house it could be 
even smaller - no doors to work around.

A 3m x 8m (24sqm) deck should be 
enough for a family of four, giving 
space for dining and seating

Add another 12sqm and you can plan 
for some serious entertaining! 
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One last thing to consider: don’t let the deck dwarf the house or 
the garden.  One rule of thumb is that a decking area should be 
no bigger than the largest room in the house; another is that it 
shouldn’t take up more than a third of the garden. 

Your decking will last a very long time and may well be a selling 
feature when you sell your property, but build the deck that you 
will enjoy the most while you are there.
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Garden Planner
Use this grid to plan your deck. You could start by drawing the outline of your whole garden and then 
add fixed features: the house, sheds, trees, ponds, flowerbeds etc.  Don’t forget to include doors and 
gates. Once you have a plan of the garden, you can decide where your deck should go and how big it 
should be.


