


HOW TO 
LEAD YOUR CHILD  

TO CHRIST
B Y  G I N G E R  H U B B A R D

excerpt from  

“DON’T MAKE ME COUNT TO THREE!”  

 

ALL  CHRISTIAN PARENTS LONG FOR THE DAY 

their child receives Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. “Mommy, I asked Jesus 

to be my Savior,” brings tears to our eyes and joy to our hearts. As parents 

desiring God’s abundant life for our children, we should be overjoyed to 

hear those words. However, as wise shepherds over the hearts of our 

children, we should be very cautious.

Leading our children to Christ involves much more than guiding them 

in a simple prayer. It’s living an example before them of what it means 

to walk with Christ on a daily basis. It’s teaching them God’s viewpoint 

in every situation. It’s demonstrating forgiveness. It’s asking forgiveness. 

It’s living, breathing, and adoring the Word of God in the presence of 

your children… as we l as in their absence.
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Parents must be careful not to offer their children a premature assurance 

of their salvation. It’s normal to hope for our children’s salvation. Yet, 

we must not allow our hopefulness to hold on to simple words from 

their mouths that do not reflect a change in their hearts. We must not 

let our desire for peace of mind deceive or mislead our children into a 

false sense of salvation.

A well-respected pastor once stated that he could lead almost any child 

under the age of ten to make a profession of faith in Christ. This pastor 

wasn’t boasting in his abilities. He was making a point about the naiveté 

of children. A child can be easily deceived about the state of his soul. 

Most children will respond to a smooth-talking, convincing adult with 

very little prompting. However, a mere profession is very different from 

a true conversion. A profession is declaring your faith. A conversion is 

demonstrating or living out your faith. Profession is “talking the talk.” 

Conversion is “walking the walk.”

Children who grow up in church have witnessed the power of God in 

the lives of others. They trust in their parent’s confidence that God is 

real. They have listened to the truths of God’s Word preached from the 

pulpit Sunday after Sunday. Is it any wonder that they would believe 

in God and know exactly how to profess that belief? It is a dangerous 

assumption that your child is truly saved simply because he has a 

knowledge of the Scriptures and professes his belief in God. It is foolish 

to offer assurance to a child based on knowledge alone.

Understanding the naiveté of children, the hopefulness of parents, and 

the crafty schemes of the great deceiver can help us remain sober-minded 

and keep us from risking the tender souls of our precious children.

Am I saying that a child cannot experience a true conversion? Certainly 

not. I am saying that we must be very careful to consider the intellectual 
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immaturity of children and how that plays a part in their readiness to 

understand and receive Christ.

Am I saying that we should put them off each time they speak of salvation 

and baptism, telling them to wait until they are older? Absolutely 

not. We must urge them to come to Christ now and not delay. A heart 

that rejects the prompting of the Holy Spirit can become hardened to 

responding in the future. We must encourage them to recognize the 

temptation to “think about accepting Christ later.” To put off trusting 

in Jesus as Savior and Lord allows the devil time to weave his wicked 

web around the hearts of our children, tightening his grip as he sucks 

out all the tenderness.

ENCOUR AGE  YOUR  CHILD
 When your child speaks of his love and commitment to Jesus, let him 

know that you are overjoyed by his desire to please God. Encourage 

him to discuss his thoughts and ask you questions about things that 

confuse him. Encourage him to get to know Jesus better by spending 

time with the Lord in prayer and by reading His Word. You may want to 

consider letting him pick out an age-appropriate Bible and devotional 

book (there are some available for beginner readers). When he initiates 

time with God, let him know that you are happy to see him seeking Jesus.

Never discourage your child by saying, “If you rea ly knew God, you 

wouldn’t act like that!” To say such a thing would dishearten your child 

and render you a hypocrite. As a sinner, you fall equally as short of the 

glory of God and need His grace as much as any.

Resist the temptation to use God’s wrath as a threat to try to correct your 

child’s behavior: “God’s going to get you if you don’t quit fighting with 

your sister!” Encourage him to approach God’s throne of grace through 

love of virtue, not fear of punishment.
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When he sins, encourage him to find refuge in the forgiveness of Jesus. 

Let him witness you do the same. Teach your sons and daughters the 

Biblical model of admitting sin, being truly sorry for sin, asking forgiveness, 

and changing sinful behaviors and attitudes.

CHALLENGE  YOUR  CHILD
Tell him that God defines true commitment as never turning back. Inform 

him that turning to Christ is a lifelong commitment, not a one-time prayer. 

Explain that his commitment must not be based on the commitment of 

his parents or friends. Tell him that his commitment must be so strong 

and true that even if those he loves and those who love him turn away 

from God, he must not.

Ask him questions that do not require a yes or no answer. For example: 

“How do you know God loves you?” “Why do you need a Savior?” “What 

has God done about your sin?” Do not prompt, hint, or put words in his 

mouth. A lowing him to answer the questions on his own will help you 

discern his level of understanding and spiritua l readiness.

If he wants to talk about baptism and you are not sure if he is really 

saved, do not discourage him by saying, “We’re not sure if you are a 

Christian so you must wait.” You can encourage as we l as cha lenge by 

saying, “Don’t worry about that right now.

Just keep focusing on getting closer to God. Let your concern be knowing 

and loving God for a while longer and then we’ l talk about baptism.” 

Scheduling a talk with you, your child, and your pastor may also be an 

encouraging, challenging step at this point.

LOOK FOR  EV IDENCE  OF  CONVERSION
The definition of repentance is “to change one’s mind.” A true conversion 

is demonstrated by turning from sin to God, regardless of the age of 
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the one converted. If your child has truly been converted there will be 

a visible difference in him. If Christ is truly in his heart, Christ will flow 

from his heart.

In watching for signs of your child’s conversion, ask yourself:

• Does he try to apply God’s Word to his life?

• Does he desire to obey his parents/authority more than before?

• Does he seem hungry to know Jesus?

• Does he receive correction and instruction with humility? 

• Does he have a strong interest in pleasing God?

• Does he seem to genuinely love Jesus?

• Do you see a difference in him?


