
Country: Guatemala
Region: San Lucas Tolimán, Sololá
Process: Washed
Altitude: 1200-1800m
Cup Profile: Crisp acidity, full body
w/ cocoa and nut flavours
Varietals: Bourbon, Catuai
Harvest: December to March
Certifications: SPP, Organic
 

The Maritimes-Guatemala Breaking the Silence Network (BTS) has
worked for 20 years to support the efforts of Guatemalans struggling
for justice. BTS has five partners, including the CCDA (Small Farmers
Committee of the Highlands). The CCDA helps Guatemalan peasants,
many of whom worked on the fincas (industrial coffee plantations), to
grow their own fair trade certified and organic coffee. 

In 2001, Just Us! purchased its first coffee shipment from CCDA at fair
trade prices, even though the farmers were not yet fair trade certified
or organic. By selling this coffee exclusively under the Breaking the
Silence label, Just Us! helped the CCDA farmers to create a market for
their excellent coffee and, in partnership with BTS, helped them achieve
fair trade and organic certification. 

Floating high above sea level, Lake Atitlán is surrounded by an
archipelago of three volcanoes. This area in the western highlands of
Guatemala is home to lush coffee lands, creating a rich and well
balanced coffee. 

Many of the farmers of the CCDA are displaced Maya peoples, returned
to their lands and struggling to rebuild their lives. Most peasants work
in the fields of large landowners in fincas and remain oppressed. Fair
trade and the support of the CCDA have offered these farmers the
chance to earn a better living and create a better future. The CCDA
currently helps 1,800 farmers (7,000 family members) and about 50,000
Guatemalans through jobs in rural development, processing the coffee
from cherry form and rebuilding communities. 
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You need to understand, we’re

not just in the business of

buying and selling coffee, we

are using the resources we

have to work for justice in our

communities. 

CCDA Objectives

CCDA, Guatemala

Assisting to secure land
Human rights
Training community leaders
& community health practitioners 
Marketing women’s weavings to create
independence 
Building homes, chicken
barns, community kitchens, and
gardens 

Guatemala is the heart of the indigenous Maya civilization, but the Maya peoples became the
underprivileged majority after the Spanish conquest, experiencing economic and social
discrimination. During Guatemala’s 36-year armed conflict (1960 to 1996), the Maya peoples were
targeted as they struggled for their human rights, resulting in a “Silent Holocaust.” An estimated
200,000 people were killed or disappeared and over a million became refugees. The BTS Network
was formed to break the silence of the holocaust by working in solidarity with the Maya peoples—to
accompany them in peace making and in their struggle for human rights, social justice and hopes for
the future. 

Breaking the Silence (BTS) is a voluntary network of people in the Maritimes who began to organize
in 1988 to support the efforts of Guatemalans struggling for political, social, and economic justice.
They recognize that injustice is connected to structural inequalities both within and between
countries, and BTS is committed to supporting structural transformation both in Guatemala and in
Canada. Their work is guided by the understanding that we all deserve to be treated as equals, and
that we need to build long-term relationships based on solidarity and mutuality. They respond to the
needs and issues defined by partners and by other Guatemalans with whom they work, and they
support them in taking charge of their own lives. The relationships are built on friendship, sharing,
and dialogue as they work, learn, and grow together. For more information please visit
www.breakingthesilenceblog.com


