
THUNDER BEACH ROAD SAFETY SURVEY 

REPORT TO THE THUNDER BEACH ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE 

 

BACKGROUND 

The community of Thunder Beach use the roads around the beach frequently: to travel to work, 
shopping, or sightseeing, to come or go to the cottage, to walk, run, or cycle. The roads are also busy 
with the trades and deliveries that we use to maintain our properties or to supply us with goods. And 

this year, with the water level so high and walking on the Beach so difficult, we are all using the roads 

even more frequently. 

With this increased use, come increased concerns that our roads could be safer for all. 

In July 2020, the Federation of Tiny Township Shoreline Associations (FOTTSA) completed an on-line 
survey regarding road safety, specifically on one road that stretches for many miles along Nottawasaga 

Bay: Tiny Beaches Road North and South. 

As this survey did not address the roadways and concerns of the Thunder Beach community, the 

Thunder Beach Executive decided to conduct our own survey. The questions followed a similar format to 
the FOTTSA survey. The intention was to increase the number of respondents and hence the power of 

the results which could be useful when approaching Tiny Township with our recommendations. 

The questions were related to the roads within the Thunder Beach community: Green Point Road, 

Centre Beach Road and Thunder Bay Road as one entity, East Beach Road, West Shore Drive, and Silver 
Birch Drive. Thunder Beach Road, leading out of the Beach on the west and Chemin du Loup/County 
Road 6 on the east, were not addressed, mainly due to space issues, but many comments were provided 

regarding these roads. 

Sasha Gollish, a professional Engineer, acknowledged road safety expert in the industry, Assistant 
Professor at University of Toronto, and a Thunder Beach cottager, provided consultation and expertise 

to the Association. 

The results of our survey have been assessed, recommendations developed, and a presentation to the 

Tiny Township Council is planned in conjunction with the FOTTSA presentation. The results will also be 

shared via email with the Thunder Beach community. 

THE SURVEY 

The online survey was developed following the format used by the FOTTSA survey. The program, Survey 

Monkey, was used to develop, test, collect, analyze, and present the results. 

The survey provided anonyminity for the respondent. Each email address was only allowed to respond 

once. 

There were 10 questions: 9 multiple choice questions, 2 of which also allowed for comments, and the 

final question was open-ended. On average, it took approximately 5 minutes for the full survey to be 

completed. 



The survey was emailed to the 306 email members of the 2020 Thunder Beach Association. It should be 

noted that that these members could be an individual or family. In addition, the link to the survey 
website was posted on the Thunder Beach Association Face Book site. Therefore, the exact number of 
people who were aware of the survey and able to participate is unknown. The survey was open for 

response for 10 days in mid August 2020. 

RESULTS 

An impressive total of 288 people responded to the survey. When asked to provide their experiences 

and their comments regarding road safety on the roads of Thunder Beach, 162 people responded. One 
hundred and thirteen (113) people also commented regarding the placement of traffic calming 
measures. Another 25 directly responded to the question regarding changing the speed limit from 40 

kph to 30 kph. 

SAFETY 

There were 5 questions on the survey that addressed the perception of safety while using each of the 5 

roads in the community. The breakdown for the various roads on the beach regarding safety was 
perhaps not unexpected. Green Point Road was viewed as the most unsafe, especially on weekends. 
West Shore and Silver Birch Drive were close behind. Centre Beach Road/Thunder Bay Lane and East 

Beach were viewed as somewhat safer than the others. 

Green Point Road  

 “Green Point Rd is brutal for speeders.” 

 “The speeding along Green Point Road is terrible, really terrible. Speed bumps and a change of 

speed limit would really help there.” 

“I think the speed limit should be 30 mph - a lot of young children go back and forth along Green 

Point - sometimes by themselves.” 

“I find the most concerning area is the area around the club house. When drivers come from the 

west side they whip by and pedestrians (especially children on their bikes) could be hit as they 
cross the road. The corner near Toula's (intersection of Green Point Road and Thunder Beach 
Lane) is another dangerous spot and causes me concern regarding my children. A three way stop 

there would certain slow down traffic. It's often large Construction vehicles and other trades that 
come whipping, naturally they aren't aware of the large number of children that are travelling on 

the roads.” 

Green Point Road was rated as unsafe or very unsafe by 23 % of the survey respondents but this 

increases by nearly 17% to 50 % on weekends.  

It is important to note that during July and August, in pre COVID times, the Association conducts a 

weekday children’s camp located on Green Point Road. In July, nearly 100 children are walking and 
cycling, often with parents and younger siblings, twice daily to attend this camp. This number drops 

somewhat in August, but there are still many children on the roads daily. 

 



West Shore Drive 

“West Shore is a concern with all the fences/hedges and reduced visibility.” 

“West Shore should definitely be slower as the turns are very dangerous for people walking.” 

“One lost life is not worth it. I have witnessed many close calls primarily young children on bikes 

enjoying their summer vacation unaware of the oncoming traffic on blind corners. Heavy 
construction and delivery vehicle drivers are also unaware of the level of danger driving on 

Westshore. They are on a firm time schedule and on their cellphones.” 

 38% of the respondents felt unsafe or very unsafe while travelling on West Shore Drive. And another  

10 % felt unsafe on summer weekends for a total of 48 % of respondents! 

 It should also be noted that nearly 10% of the respondents did not use this road. 

Silver Birch Drive 

“My daughter and granddaughters have had a few close calls walking with the dog. One car 

must have been doing 90 last week and I waved it down only to have them wave back thinking I 
was being friendly!!” 

“There is very often excessive speeding along the first curve of Silver Birch Drive. In the evenings 

it is especially hard to see the curve and people are driving way too fast. “ 

“The number of property owners and cottages/homes on Silver Birch has grown and there are 

more persons, including children, at risk now because of the high 60 km speed.” 

“Silver Birch speed limit needs to change - it is extremely dangerous. Speed limit is 60km which 

means many do 80km or faster with many, many people out on bikes, walking, walking dogs and 

frankly for the safety of wildlife.” 

Silver Birch Drive was another major issue as regards perceptions of safety. Over 43 % felt unsafe or very 
unsafe including on weekends. This contrasts with only 38.89 % of users who felt safe or very safe!!!  It is 

important to note 18% of respondents did not use this road at all. 

Centre Beach/Thunder Bay Lane was rated at 10% feeling unsafe/very unsafe and this increases by 

another 10% on weekends. 

East Beach Road was rated at 9% feeling unsafe/very unsafe but increasing another 7% on weekends.  

Chemin du Loup/County Road 6 and Thunder Beach Road 

While not specifically addressed in the survey questions, there were many comments regarding these 
two roads. It was suggested that warning signage be placed on Chemin du Loup indicating that the 

speed limit will be dropping and that the reduced limit be applied much further south of the Silver Birch 
Drive intersection. The current 3 -way stop intersection at Thunder Beach Road, Centre Beach Road, 
Green Point road and West Shore Drive was a major concern for many people. All felt it was unsafe and 

indicated that a 4-way stop would be a far safer situation. Speed reduction prior to entering the Beach 

could also be applied further south on the road. 



SPEEDING  

“It is surprising there have not been more accidents and even fatalities.” 

“Our kids cross the street to go to the beach and we are constantly worried about speeding cars 
with drivers that are distracted and have no time to react to small children, animals, or any other 

sudden situation that comes up.” 

“Trucks of all kinds and cars that exceed the speed limit significantly frighten adults and kids 

alike.” 

 “The contractor trucks are some of the worst speeding offenders.” 

Speed is an issue !!!  

Over 72 % of the respondents agreed that speeding is a problem on the roads at Thunder Beach. 

Only 11% disagreed. The remainder neither agreed nor disagreed. 

 

SPEED LIMIT 

69% agreed that the speed should be reduced to 30 kph from 40 kph on the roads in the Thunder Beach 

community.  

Another 8% offered different solutions including a speed reduction just during the summer months.  

 

TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES 

“Need traffic calming on West Shore with tight road and new pavement.” 

Electronic "Your Speed" signs:  “ All roads, and potentially speed bumps on West Shore.” 

More speed limit enforcement by the OPP:  “Silver Birch!! (need to change speed limit) and Green 
Point Drive, the speeding is also horrendous between Silver Birch Drive and Green Point with 

people doing 80-100km coming down county road 6.” 

“Rumble Strips on Chemin Du Loup coming into the beach” 

More cautionary signage and More speed limit enforcement by the OPP: “At Chemin de Loup 

(County 6) as you approach the beach”  

“Warning midway down hill on #6 as to reduced speed ahead” 

Electronic "Your Speed" signs: “I’m shocked at how quickly cars drive past our East Beach cottage 

considering how narrow it is. You can hear the cars thundering and see huge clouds of dust.” 

The survey asked which type of traffic calming measures people would like to see put in place. Electronic 
signs to show drivers how fast they are going (43%), removeable speed bumps (42%), and more 

cautionary signage (40%), were major choices as regards traffic calming measures. And 23 % felt that 



more speed enforcement by the OPP would be a good calming measure. There was also the opportunity 

to comment on this question and 113 people did so. 

LARGE TRUCKS 

While there were no questions that directly addressed vehicles: cars, trucks, ATVs etc., there were 

certainly many comments about the trucks on the roads. Many people were concerned about the large 
numbers due to construction, the parking of these vehicles on the roads, and the speed at which they 

were travelling. 

“ The trades going to job sites I would say are the worst offenders as they have the road to 

themselves most of the year and don’t expect a child on a bike or a dog running across the street 

come summer.” 

“Last week a truck passed my car and another while we were travelling along Greenpoint....just 

past us there were kids on scooters and a father with a stroller.... very scary....” 

“Construction vehicles and trucks are the #1 source of speeding on West Shore Drive and it is 

unacceptable. Anyone who is doing construction on their property holds a responsibility to make 

clear to their construction teams the importance of driving slow in our community.” 

 

PEDESTRIANS, CYCLISTS, ETC. 

Several of the comments were directed at the pedestrians, and cyclists on our roads stating that they 
were not following the rules of the road or were very distracted either with their cell phones or by 

friends. As a community, we need to take some responsibility for our own safety. 

This comment sums it up quite well: 

“I get more nervous as a driver in the summer months with pedestrians not following road rules 

(i.e. walking on the wrong side, walking 5 abreast and not moving over when a vehicle comes, 
teens speeding in fancy cars, bike groups, etc.). I think responsibility for road traffic goes both 

ways.” 

And this one:  

“There is “the lack of consistency in how pedestrians use the road i.e., 50% seem to walk on the left side 

of the road and 50% walk on the right”. 

SUMMARY 

The road safety survey was completed by 288 people who use the roads at Thunder Beach. Road safety 

on three roads, Green Point Road, Silver Birch Drive, and West Shore Drive, was a concern to between 
43% and 50 % of the respondents. Over 72 % of the respondents agreed that speeding is a problem on 
the roads at Thunder Beach with 69 %  agreeing that the speed should be reduced to 30 kph on all the 

Beach roads.  

The following recommendations are made based on these data. 



 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Presentation of results to Thunder Beach Association via an email to all members and a post on social 

media with the following recommendations: 

Practice road safety measures while driving, walking, cycling. 

Educate our children and grandchildren re: road safety measures. 

Take action re: speeding/parking: call OPP, inform trades/delivery services, call bylaw for 

parking issues. 

Develop a Road Safety program to be taught each Monday at Thunder Beach Camp. 

Presentation to Tiny Township Council September 28 with the following recommendations: 

Tiny Township should implement the Vision Zero Program, becoming a leader in road safety in 

the rural communities of Ontario. 

“Community Safety Zone” designations for the all roads in the Thunder Beach Community 

between May and October (fines for speeding doubled). 

Speed reduction to 30kph on West Shore Road, Green Point Road, East Beach Road, and Centre 

Beach Road/Thunder Bay Lane.  

Speed reduction on Silver Birch Road to 40 kph.  

Installation of a fourth stop sign at the intersection of Thunder Beach Road, Green Point Road 

and Center Beach Road.  

Installation of speed reduction warning sign and Stop Ahead sign on Thunder Beach Road. 

Installation of a three stop at the intersection of Green Point Road and Thunder Beach Lane. 

Installation of “Walk on the Left” signs throughout the Beach. 

Installation of signage on Chemin du Lou/County Road 6 well south of the of Silver Birch Road 

intersection warning of reduced speed ahead. 

 

Consultation with the Ontario Provincial Police  

Increased presence during the summer months. 

Enforcement of speed laws. 

 

SUSAN INWOOD 

19 September 2020 


