
BEN HAINES WHITE
Wine in three words: bright, zesty, aromatic
Winemaker: Ben Haines
Region: Yarra Valley, Australia
Grapes: 65% Riesling, 20% Semillon & 15% Viognier

This might be our candidate for the perfect summer 
white! It’s a perfectly well-judged blend of grapes 
giving pure sunshine in a glass. Riesling leads the 
show providing freshness and brightness, Semillon 
adds a little weight and texture, and Viognier gives a 
burst of ripe stone fruit and floral aromatics.

Ben Haines is an exciting young winemaker making 
waves in Australia right now – the wines have just 
arrived in the UK, and we’re sure they will be a  
bonafide summer hit.

Ben sources grapes from the cooler regions of Yarra 
Valley, north of Melbourne, aiming to showcase the 
fruit’s more elegant side.

Always unfined and unfiltered, with minimal if any 
additions during the winemaking process, Ben uses 
a soft, gentle touch in the winery, which means his 
wines always have a sense of purity and energy, 
making them perfect wines for warmer summer days.

This versatile wine would be equally delicious 
quaffing in the park, a perfect partner to summer 
salads, or enjoyed with fish or white meat.

THIS MONTH FOR CDV, 
WE CONTINUE WITH A 
CELEBRATION OF ALL 
THINGS SUMMER – BRIGHT, 
ZESTY WINES WHICH BEG 
TO BE DRUNK IN GLORIOUS 
SUNSHINE.

WE’VE GOT A PERFECT 
SUMMER WHITE, A CHILLED 
RED, A RED-ORANGE WINE 
(!?), AND AN ELEGANT TAKE 
ON A CLASSIC RED. 

THIS 
MONTH’S CASE 



Situated just outside Verona, in the Morainic Hills 
near Lake Garda, Vini Sassara is a new project 
from longtime natural winemakers Alessia 
and Stefano Bertaiola. With a background in 
agricultural research and development, Alessia 
joined forces with third-generation winemaker 
Stefano more than a decade ago and together 
they farm a 10-hectare site that has been in 
Stefano’s family for 50 years. This is Bardolino 
country, a DOC in the Veneto region most 
famous for its Valpolicella-style light reds and 
rosé wines. But being natural winemakers, 
Alessia and Stefano are less concerned with 
what conventional winemakers are doing in the 
area and instead have set out to show what the 
indigenous grapes and Bardolino terroir are 
capable of when allowed to express themselves 
naturally.

Esotico 2020 was the first release from Vini 
Sassara, and what a debut wine it is - now 2021 
is here and tasting even better! Made from no 
less than 10 different grape varieties - a mix of 
30% red grapes (Corvina, Rossanella, Rondinella, 
Molinara) and 70% white grapes (Fernanda, 
Moscato, Trebbianello, Trebbiano, Garganega, 
Tocai), co-fermented, with skins for 10 days, this 
is a wine that is almost impossible to define. Is 
it red? Is it orange? Who cares, it’s absolutely 
delicious – light, bright, elegant, with notes of 
pomegranate, grapefruit, tangerine and the 
Sassara trademark minerality.

This is so juicy & fresh – it calls out for being 
enjoyed on its own as the perfect aperitif. Serve 
well-chilled.

 

Wine in three words: 
clementine, grapefruit, 
mineral

Winemaker: Alessia 
and Stefano Bertaiola

Region: Lake Garda, 
Veneto

Grapes: Ten! See below

ESOTICO, 
VINI SASSARA



The new vintage of Tiberi is finally here! This 
has quite literally just landed in the UK, and the 
latest release is tasting better than ever. Tiberi is 
a wine that means a lot to us a Cellars – we had 
it on ‘by the glass’ during that first summer after 
lockdown, and it became a firm favourite on the 
Peckham Riviera. The production of this wine is 
limited, though, to just a few thousand bottles – 
as Cesare and his family farm just four Hectares 
of vines. 

Although the estate has been making wine for 
only four generations, the wines were only 
exported since 2015 - Cesare’s grandfather sold 
the wine locally until Cesare convinced him 
to start shipping abroad. As these wines gain 
international recognition they will become harder 
and harder to get, enjoy them while you can!

The grape variety is Grenache, but when it 
arrived in the region many years ago – the only 
French grape the locals knew of was Gamay, so 
the grape became locally as Gamay di Trasimeno 
(after the local lake).

This is the perfect wine for a summer’s day – get 
in in the fridge, nice and chilled, and enjoy it with 
a large plate of charcuterie.

Wine in three words: 
Perfect summer 
drinking

Winemaker: Cesare 
Tiberi

Region: Umbria

Grapes: Gamay del 
Trasimeno (local name 
for Grenache)

‘L ROSSO, TIBERI 



Argentinian Malbec is one of the country’s 
greatest and tastiest exports. And rightly so, 
the vineyards’ unique climate and high altitude 
location produce uniquely concentrated flavour in 
the Malbec grape. The wine can sometimes be a 
little full-on, which is excellent sitting by the fire 
in winter, but we might want something a little 
more balanced in the summer.

Magna Montis is a brand new project 
representing a growing number of Malbec 
producers seeking out more elegant styles in 
their wines, focusing on individual terroirs rather 
than blending across regions.

The grapes here are all from the Tuputango 
sub-region, where the soil contains high levels 
of Basalt, rich in iron and magnesium, helping to 
give the wine freshness and mineral character. 
Ageing in concrete tanks rather than oak barrels 
ensures the wine keeps a lovely tension between 
complexity and elegance. 

The wine shows the classic plummy fruit profile 
of Malbec, with elegant spice and fine, delicate 
tannins.

Try this with a classic steak and chimichurri 
sauce.

Wine in three words: 
complex, elegant, 
classic

Winemaker: Martin 
Dicuzzo

Region: Tupungato, 
Valle de Uco, Mendoza, 
Argentina

Grapes: 85% Malbec, 
8% Cabernet Franc, 7% 
Merlot.

TINTAS, 
MAGNA MONTIS
 


