
2021 Joan Sutherland & Richard Bonynge Bel Canto Award Winners Announced 
 

The 10th JSRB Bel Canto Award was once again held via             

video link due to Covid-19. These eleven exciting young 

singers have been awarded a total of $64,000 in Bel 

Canto Award scholarships. Among the highly competitive 

field, the judges, including Richard Bonynge, noted 

there were two exceptional entrants, both based in   

Germany - mezzo  soprano Fleuranne Brockway and 

baritone James Young. All singers submitted three arias, 

their CV, and had to answer four questions.  

FLEURANNE BROCKWAY (28) has recently joined the Hessisches Staatstheater Wiesbaden as a member of their ensemble. Originally 

from Western Australia, she plans to work in Italy in between her engagements in Wiesbaden as a fest singer. Two of Fleuranne’s arias                      

presented were Charlotte’s Letter Aria from Werther and the Komponist’s aria from Ariadne auf Naxos. Award $10,000.  
 
Victorian JAMES YOUNG (28) has been accepted to do his Masters at Nuremberg University. In 2020 he was an artist in residence for the 

Festival junger Künstler in Bayreuth and performed numerous roles at the Schloss Henfenfeld. James sang the Count from Le nozze di Figaro 

and an aria from Der Kaiser von Atlantis. Award $10,000 inclusive of the $5,000 John Wegner Award.  

DAMIAN ARNOLD (30) this Sydney tenor is a member of the YAP at the L’Opéra National du Rhin in Strasbourg. Award $8,000 
 

NATHAN BRYON (25) tenor, Sydney Con graduate is hoping to do a Masters degree at San Francisco Conservatory in 22/23. Award $6,000 
 
MELISSA GREGORY (29) this Qld mezzo soprano was recently accepted into Opera North’s Mentor Scheme in the UK. Award $7,000 
 

CLEO LEE-McGOWAN (26) Melbourne soprano is in her final year at the Guildhall School of Music in London. Tolley Award $6,000  
 

AMELIA WAWRZON (23) Melbourne soprano is a member of Melbourne Opera’s Emerging Young Artist Programme. Award $8,000 
 
YOUNJI YI (25) is a soprano from Korea who will commence her Masters of Opera Performance at the Sydney Con. Award $5,000 
 

Encouragement Awards (left to right) 
 
* Malcolm Donnelly Award - $2,000 donated by Malcolm’s family and friends goes to  

baritone DANIEL CARISON (28) based at the Landestheater in Coburg. Award $2,500. 

* Margreta Elkins Award - $1,000 donated by the Noosa Federation of Arts goes to               

mezzo soprano INDYANA SCHNEIDER (26) - recently covered for OA. Award $1,000 

* Megan Evans OAM Encouragement Award donated by the Sydney Savage Club goes           

to soprano GEORGIA MELVILLE (25) who is at the Guildhall in London.  Award $1,000 
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Woollahra Mayor, Cr Susan Wynne and Richard Bonynge at the  

Unveiling of the plaque outside Dame Joan’s former home.  

Welcome to the twenty-eighth edition of Bel Canto.  
 
I am sure many of you will be relieved to see the back of 2021! Such a             

difficult year for so many and, as is so often the case, we have some sad 

news to report about those we’ve lost. However, in the spirit of Christmas, I 

thought it best we start with some positive news. As you will see, many of 

our scholarship recipients are going from strength to strength. A new award is                  

created, Sutherland’s plaque is unveiled, the Foundation’s Artistic Advisor,  

dramatic mezzo soprano Bernadette Cullen, takes the Bel Canto Questionnaire, 

and legendary contralto Lauris Elms AM OBE turned 90 on 31 October.   

2021 Bel Canto Award Winners Announced 
Some very fine young singers entered this year’s Bel Canto Award and it’s extraor-

dinary to think this was our tenth year! Since 2011 we have awarded $868,000 in 

the form of 195 scholarships. We are also extremely proud to be one of the few          

organisations who have financially assisted singers throughout the pandemic years.  

New Dame Joan Sutherland Plaque Unveiled in Woollahra 
In November, Richard Bonynge announced he was returning to                 

Sydney to spend much needed family time over the festive season. By sheer 

coincidence, I received a call from Woollahra council informing me that they 

had decided to honour Dame Joan Sutherland with a plaque outside  

 

her childhood home in Queen Street, Woollahra. Fortune struck again when 

we realised that Richard would be in Sydney for the unveiling. In attendance 

was Adam Bonynge, Cr Susan Wynne - Mayor of Woollahra, Sydney Opera 

House CEO Louise Herron, OA’s Lyndon Terracini, Donald & Janet McDonald, 

JSRB member and Music Programs Producer of the Joan Sutherland                

Performing Arts Centre in Penrith, Valda Silvy, yours truly and a small covid 

complying group of council staff. The plaque is part of the Woollahra Council’s 

initiative to recognise famous residents of the area. The house known as 

Clyde Cottage has now been fully restored with a modern extension on the back 

and is a private home. Next time you’re in Woollahra, why not check it out! 

For more details see: https://www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/library/local_history/
woollahra_plaque_scheme/plaques/dame-joan-sutherland-om-ac-dbe 

 

 

Vale Clifford Grant OAM, Malcolm Donnelly AM                    
and Andrew Sinclair 
Over the passed few months tributes have 

flowed in and been shared across social        

media for three great men of opera. Bass 

Clifford Grant (91), baritone Malcolm          

Donnelly (78) and director Andrew Sinclair 

(69) have sadly all left the Australian opera           

community in recent months. Clifford had a 

stellar career both internationally and in         

Australia, performing at Sadler’s Wells then 

ENO, Covent Garden, Glyndebourne, San 

Francisco, The Met and OA. Malcolm sang at 

ENO, Scottish Opera, Glyndebourne Tour and 

Wexford Festival before returning to the VSO 

and OA. He was one of the Foundation’s Am-

bassadors and on the Artistic Advisory Board. 

Both men sang with Dame Joan on numerous 

occasions and had been ill for some time. 

Andrew died suddenly in September having 

recently directed Cavalleria Rusticana and 

Pagliacci for WA Opera. He was an assistant 

director at the ROH Covent Garden for over 

40 years and freelance director who worked 

throughout the world including with Bonynge 

on Madama Butterfly. Andrew first met Dame 

Joan and Richard on the Queen Mary           

crossing the Atlantic when he was a young boy. 

New Malcolm Donnelly Award 
Malcolm’s widow, Dolores, graciously asked mourners to donate to 

the Foundation in lieu of flowers to create a scholarship in Malcolm’s 

name for this year’s Bel Canto Award. An avid supporter of young 

singers, I am sure Malcolm would be delighted with the $2,000  

raised by this thoughtful initiative. The award will go to baritone   

Daniel Carison in 2021 who is currently based in Coburg, Germany. 

We thank Dolores and all those family and friends for contributing to 

this year’s Bel Canto Award. I would also particularly like to thank 

Lady Potter, Nigel & Dorine Tolley, and Mignon Wegner for their 

generous donations, as well as the many patrons and friends who 

continue to support the Foundation’s Scholarship Programme.  

Friends of the Foundation Membership for 2022 
This is an early reminder that membership will be due in the new year 

for those wishing to be a part of the Friends of the Foundation             

programme. You can renew online at www.jsrbfoundation.com $30pp 

If you’re unsure of your status, don’t hesitate to call.  

Christmas Listening - Joy to the World 
And finally, Christmas isn’t Christmas without                   

this glorious album. It’s the first music played in  

my house every Christmas morning as the  

presents are opened. I’m sure you’ll love it. 

 

Wishing you and your  family a very Merry Christmas 
and  a Happy New Year.  
We look forward to seeing        
you in 2022.  
With warmest best wishes  
and sincere thanks,  
 
FionaJanes Clyde Cottage and the plaque  

in the footpath outside the front entrance. 

https://www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/library/local_history/woollahra_plaque_scheme/plaques/dame-joan-sutherland-om-ac-dbe
https://www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/library/local_history/woollahra_plaque_scheme/plaques/dame-joan-sutherland-om-ac-dbe


Samantha Clarke sings the            

Messiah this month in                   

Melbourne and will appear in the 

SSO’s concert performance of             

Fidelio in 2022 conducted by                   

Simone Young and A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream for Grange Festival. 

Pene Pati will sing in Anna Bolena 

for the Vienna Staatsoper in 2022.  

Amina Edris has made her  debut 

as Micaela in Carmen for Strasbourg. 

Kiandra Howarth has made her 

debut as Desdemona in Hanover. 

Paull-Anthony Keightley is now 

based at the Staatsoper Unter den 

Linden in Berlin. Zoe Drummond 

has appeared in The Gondoliers 

for Scottish Opera. Nicole Car will 

sing Mimi in La boheme for the 

Vienna Staatsoper in January 2022. 

Alasdair Kent will sing Count 

Almaviva in The Barber of Seville 

in Munich and Dallas in 2022. 

Nicholas Jones (left) in Pinchgut 

Opera’s Platée will sing Count 

Almaviva for OA in Canberra in 

2022. (below left) Michelle Ryan is 

in Wiesbaden, here with Catherine 

Foster as Brünnhilde, singing in 

Die Walküre and Siegfried,              

conducted by General Music           

Director, Patrick Lange. “A highlight 

for me was singing my last show 

as the role of Waldvogel (The Woodbird) 

with one of the most famous Siegfried’s of 

our time -Andreas Schager.” And finally, 

Sam and Rachel Sakker are the proud 

parents of a baby girl, Octavia Sakker. 

             ECP Update  

Sonja Šarić has won the 2021 Éva Marton 

Singing Competition in Budapest and  

recently sang Aida in Linz. Deirdre            

Angenent has sung her first Leonora in 

Fidelio in Metz. Lauren Fagan sings La 

Rondine in Canberra in 2022. Hannakaisa 

Nyrönen and Silja Aalto have sung 

Brünnhilde and Sieglinde                  

respectively in a concert version of 

Die Walküre in Finland. Silja will 

sing Countess in Tallin in 2022. 

Claire-Barnett-Jones was called 

in at the last minute to sing Fricka 

from the side of the stage on 

opening night in ENO’s new             

production of Die Walküre. Felicia 

Moore has made her Met debut 

as the First Lady and will sing 

Sieglinde for New Orleans opera. 

Anna-Louise Cole will sing               

Turandot for OA in 2022. Justine 

Viani has had great success in Die 

ägyptische Helena for Fulham Opera 

in the UK. OA’s Ring Cycle now  2023. 

They’re the stars of the future and we’ve helped them on their way, here’s what they’re up to! 

*SPOTLIGHT* on Richard Bonynge Award winner,  

ELIZA BOOM at the Bayerische Staatsoper in Munich 
 

A letter sent by Eliza to Richard Bonynge and her sponsors, Mr & Mrs N Tolley. 

 I have absolutely loved my first season here at the Bayerische Staatsoper. I have fallen 

completely in love with Munich, its beautiful parks and architecture, and feel incredibly 

lucky to be surrounded by such wonderful colleagues who have quickly become my 

family here. I was fairly fortunate in the way the season worked out; I was cast in          

several new productions, so we still rehearsed, though live performances were not  

Valda Wilson 
debuts as 
Alcina in 
Germany 

Sonja Saric and Éva Marton 

Our friends at Classics 
Direct have a brand new 
interactive catalogue for 
you to peruse. Discover 
the Classical Gift Guide 
on www.ClassicsDirect.com.au  
Lots of delightful gift ideas in there, 
including the Opera Gala limited edition 
boxed set which features many of Joan 
Sutherland and Richard Bonynge’s    
acclaimed single-disc recordings with 
original LP cover replications.  

 

 

 

taking place. I was also involved in a couple of live-streamed productions as part of 

the Staatsoper’s Montagstücke, their way of keeping audiences engaged during           

lockdown. The whole season had to be very flexible; for example, I jumped into two 

roles to replace colleagues who could no longer participate. One of these was 

Woglinde in Das Rheingold, a role typically sung by guest artists, so I got to                    

experience my first ever Wagner production! As the opera studio, we also gave the 

world premiere of Singularity, a new opera by Miroslav Srnka. That was a fascinating 

experience, and was well received by critics and audiences. Another highlight was 

getting the opportunity to work with the legendary Zubin Mehta, singing the Priestess 

in Aïda. By the end of the season, I had performed roles in 9 productions, and studied 

a few more which sadly never got to come to fruition.  

  With regard to my vocal development, I have found myself flourishing here. The 

training we receive from guest teachers and the in-house coaches, is of the highest 

quality I’ve experienced. I believe my voice is now more secure and stable in its quality 

throughout my range, as well as being freer. Under the guidance of these coaches, I’m 

exploring heavier repertoire, such as Strauss and Verdi. It has been exciting to see my 

voice respond to this, becoming more and more comfortable. Of course, the challenge 

is to always maintain flexibility and focus in the voice throughout this, not letting 

myself get carried away with new-found depth and expansion. But I am confident in 

the direction I’m heading, which is a great feeling to have.  

  This season I am singing several roles, including First Lady in The Magic Flute and 

Berta in Il Barbiere di Siviglia. It’s going to be a lot of fun! I am also singing for various 

casting directors and agents, the next step for my career. I hope to remain in Germany 

next season, in the ensemble at one of the many wonderful opera houses here.               

I already have some possibilities which will hopefully have more clarification within the 

next few weeks. Fingers crossed! On another note, I have been working hard on my 

German! It’s slow work but gratifying to see the progress I have made. It’s easy to get 

along here at the Bayerische Staatsoper with just English, but I know the many                   

benefits that being able to speak the language will bring, so I’m determined to put the 

work in.  

  All in all, I am very happy here and looking forward to a good season that will             

hopefully not be interrupted by Covid. There is definitely a feeling of uncertainty here 

in Munich as we head into winter, no one knowing exactly how the vaccines will                

withstand or how the government will respond to the seemingly inevitable rise in 

cases. But we can only hope and pray for health and continued advancement in the 

science as we fight against this virus. So, I wish you health and happiness, and thank 

you once again for the incredible influence and support you have given me. I will 

always be grateful for being awarded your prize in the 2019 Bel Canto Competition, 

and for how it assisted me in being able to study in London. Eliza Boom 

See Eliza on stage here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vdWyRNM7XVs 

http://www.ClassicsDirect.com.au
https://www.staatsoper.de/en/biographies/boom-eliza
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The Bel Canto Questionnaire 
 

Mezzo Soprano BERNADETTE CULLEN  
answers this month’s 25 questions. 
  
1. Favourite operatic role? Eboli in Don Carlos. 

2. Which opera do you consider a masterpiece? Tristan und Isolde. 

3. Favourite Opera House or Concert Hall you’ve performed in?                                        

Berlin and Munich Staatsoper, and the Sydney Opera House Concert Hall. 

4. Favourite opera? Der Rosenkavalier - I saw it in Munich as a student with  

Carlos Kleiber conducting, it was incredibly beautiful and always stayed with me. 

5. As a judge what do you look for in a singer? A beautiful quality of voice. 

6. What is the most important attribute a singer can have?                                                       

Musicality and dedication. 

7. What piece of advice would you give a young singer in today’s world? Listen to the great singers of the last century. 

8. What was your most thrilling night in the theatre? Performing Nicklausse in The Tales of Hoffmann with Sutherland and Bonynge.                              

The audience went wild, the stage was covered in streamers. And, singing Mahler 3 with Zubin Mehta and the Israel Philharmonic. 

9. If you hadn’t been a singer, what would you have liked to have done? I always wanted to be in the theatre so perhaps an actress. 

10. What piece of music do you never want to hear again? Any rap music. 

11. What is your favourite journey? The Glacier Express from St Moritz to Zermatt. 

12. Which living person do you most admire? Angela Merkel. 

13. Which deceased person do you most admire? Christa Ludwig. 

14. What is your biggest regret? Ever since I was a child I’ve wanted to live in the French or Swiss Alps. 

15. What is your greatest achievement? Surviving white water rafting in Alaska, I nearly had a nervous breakdown! 

16. If you could have one last meal, what would it be? Pate with French baguette. Roast Duck + Potato Dauphinois + asparagus.                 

Tarte au Citron + vanilla bean ice cream, all with a French Rosé and Swiss chocolate to finish me off!! 

17. What is your most treasured possession? Life with my family, my puppies and special friends. 

18. What is your most indulgent purchase? My winter coat collection, I have far too many which I rarely use in Australia. 

19. Favourite film? David Lean’s Dr Zhivago. 

20. Favourite author? Agatha Christie. 

21. What is your desert island recording? Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto No. 3 with Ashkenazy. 

22. If you could invite any five people for dinner, alive or dead, who would you invite? Because I adore movies,                                                                                         

it would have to be Cary Grant, Maggie Smith, Christopher Plummer, Lilli Palmer and Ingrid Bergman. 

23. If you could come back from the afterlife, who or what would you come back as? A hotelier of a French country château. 

24. Favourite past time that has nothing to do with music? Cooking and movies. 

25. Is there anything you would like to do in this life that you haven’t done? Sail through the Scandinavian Fjords. 

 

Tales of Hoffmann with Joan Sutherland in Sydney 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 

9am to 5pm 

 

The office will be                 

closed from  

24 Dec - 2 Jan 2022 

RECENT DONATIONS  

Jennifer Marshall 

Mr & Mrs N Tolley 

Lady Potter AC 

Mr & Mrs B Wilson 

Mr & Mrs G Clark 

Valerie Waldrick 

Cheryl Forrest-Smith 

Lionel Hudson 

Patricia Ward 

Roslyn Hancock 

Margaret Binder 

Catherine Kelly 

Geoffrey Weule 

Brian FitzGerald 

Dolores Donnelly 

Mignon Wegner 

Ann Kelly 

Mr & Mrs D Stubbin 

Trevor Grant 

Gayle Sherwell 

Jean Marquis 

Mr & Mrs B Warrener 

Sydney Savage Club 

IN MEMORIAM 

Edita Gruberova - Slovak soprano 

Bernard Haitink - Dutch conductor 

Barry Mora - New Zealand baritone 

Gilbert Py - French tenor 

Stephen Sondheim - American composer 

BCA finalist Emma Moore 

has produced her first    

album.  

LATE NEWS - NEW RICHARD BONYNGE 

PORTRAIT UNVEILED IN PENRITH AT 

THE JOAN SUTHERLAND PERFORMING 

ARTS  CENTRE. More details in the next                   

newsletter. Portrait by Mathew Lynn 


