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This September, Richard Bonynge and the JSRB Foundation will launch this stunning new book in            

honour of Richard Bonynge’s 90th birthday.  Proceeds from the sale of the book will go toward the 

JSRB Foundation’s Scholarship Programme. From Dominique Bersier’s spectacular photography to 

Richard Bonynge’s relaxed conversational style of writing, you will be entranced by the magic of Chalet 

Monet and the sheer magnitude of all this book contains. Here is your chance to take a private tour 

through all four floors of this romantic and opulent chalet brimming with antiques, artwork, objets 

d’art, history and memorabilia from Richard’s life of collecting.  
 
With over 1000 photos presented across 344 pages, you will meet dozens of famous faces and hear 

countless fascinating stories from the world of opera, including, an heartfelt Foreword by the                   

Bonynges’ great friend, mezzo soprano Marilyn Horne, who says, ‘One of the last pictures Joan sent me 

was of herself, trowel in hand, working in the garden. I am thrilled about this book as it will give me the 

opportunity to visit again with my dear friends. I can hardly wait to see all their wonderful things.’.  

Above: 1st Floor portrait by June Mendoza. 
Below: Part of the Music Room with a portrait of  
Emmy Destinn as Pamina in The Magic Flute                           
found in a junk shop in New Jersey. 

Many of the chairs in the house are  
covered in Sutherland’s embroidery. 
The small glass drum table was used by Sutherland              
in La Fille du Régiment at the ROH Covent Garden 

Chalet Monet 



Welcome to the twenty-fourth edition of Bel Canto.  

 

THE CHALET MONET BOOK PROJECT 
Who would have thought something positive could come out of 

the current pandemic! Believe it or not, something has. Having 

been forced to cancel this year’s competitions has meant I have 

been able to work extensively on the Chalet Monet book with 

Richard and his secretary Ruth Jaeger. It has been an enormous 

challenge but a rewarding one knowing it has finally gone to the 

printers and will be out in time to celebrate Richard’s 90th in 

September. I can safely say, there is no house like Chalet Monet. 
 

The book is presented over four 

acts with a Prologue and Epilogue. 

The reader journeys from Lake     

Geneva to Les Avants and on to the 

chalet. Richard talks about his ‘Early 

Beginnings’, meeting Dame Joan, 

travelling to London in the early 

50s, right up to her triumphant 

debut as Lucia at Covent Garden in 

1959, then finding Chalet Monet. 

You will then enjoy a private tour 

of the entire chalet in Acte 1, room 

by room, with added sections on 

Dame Nellie Melba, Maria Malibran 

and Jenny Lind. Acte 2 is the 

‘Garden in Four Seasons’ in all its 

glory. Acte 3, Richard’s collections 

including a section on ballet, his 

vast collection of Staffordshire china, 

paintings, costume designs, theatre 

posters and even some amusing 

caricatures of Dame Joan cleverly 

done by the late Michael Stennett. 

Acte 4 is all about Opera, oozing 

with photos of famous friends and 

pictures of Dame Joan in                   

performance, plus a section on Franco 

Zeffirelli. The Epilogue concludes this 

mammoth journey with private 

photos of family and Dame Joan’s final resting place. A list of 

their impressive awards and honours rounds off your tour.  
 

From concept to publication, Richard, Ruth and I have been 

working on this for over four years. David Tenenbaum of                

Melbourne Books bravely took up the challenge to  publish the 

book, little knowing what he was letting himself in for! Forty 

more pages have been added to the original book, Richard            

adding more and more photos. He wanted another twenty pages 

but we had to quell his enthusiasm in trying to get everybody 

and everything in. As it is, we have barely scratched the surface 

of the chalet’s contents. As he says in the book, ‘There are many 

other pictures but as this is only one book, I must stop!’. 
 

We couldn’t have produced this book without a number                

of very special and generous donors. Aside from Richard’s and the 

A Message from the Artistic Director              Inspiring and developing the next generation of opera singers. 

Foundation’s contribution, I would like to thank Lady Potter 

AC, the Australian Ladies’ Variety Association Inc., Elizabeth 

Corbett & Mark Finlay, Dr Alastair Jackson AM, Helen                   

Johnstone, Phil & Helen Meddings, the Sydney Savage 

Club, Mr & Mrs Nigel Tolley and Mr & Mrs Kevin Troy. On 

page four are details of how to order your copy and                 

information about the special Deluxe Limited Edition. 
 

EXTRACT BY RICHARD BONYNGE 
‘Noël Coward is the reason we came to live in Les Avants. 

Joan and I had met Noël on a ship crossing the Atlantic on 

our way to New York in the sixties. At the time we were 

living between our London home and a lovely old villa on 

Lago Maggiore. Noël suggested that it would be far more 

convenient if we lived more centrally, nearer Geneva or 

Zürich airports, and said he would help us find a house.  
 

Typical me, I was not happy with any of the properties we 

looked at. On the last day of my stay, I said to him, ‘What a 

pity that chalet on the mountain above your house is not 

for sale. The position is perfect and the views formidable.’  

‘Well,’ said Noël, ‘maybe the owner would like to sell! I’ll              

telephone him.’ ‘Send the young man over,’ said the owner. 

The deal was done and Chalet Monet was ours.  
 
However, it took two years of renovations before we were ready 

to move in. At one time, I recall eating dinners in the laundry 

waiting for the floors to dry. Noël was a wonderful neighbour – 

very generous and welcoming, he even gave our son, Adam, 

painting lessons, and what memories we have of our Christmas 

mornings together with too many lethal cocktails!   
 

We met so many interesting people through Noël in Chalet 

Coward. Charlie and Oona Chaplin; the famously glamorous 

London and Paris socialite Lady Diana Cooper, Viscountess 

Norwich; the formidable English stage and film actress 

Cathleen Nesbitt; the beautiful Ingrid Bergman; 007 himself, 

Roger Moore; film star David Niven; and actor Robert             

Stephens, who was once married to Maggie Smith who we 

later met in London. ‘  

 
 

When the cover of the Chalet Monet book made its first                     

appearance in late June on Facebook one fan said ‘this is 

the book we’ve all been waiting for.’ It certainly is.                    

I do hope you enjoy Chalet Monet.  Fiona Janes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: 1835 portrait of the great Spanish 
singer Maria Malibran and one of the many 
Jenny Lind figurines throughout the house.  

 

With Noël Coward in Chalet Coward in the 60s 



 

Dame Joan in the Music Room in Chalet Monet                                  
with some of her embroidered chairs. 

 

NEW - RICHARD BONYNGE COMPLETE 

BALLET RECORDINGS FROM DECCA 

Besides Richard Bonynge’s 

enormous operatic prowess, 

he, more than any conductor, 

made the largest number of 

ballet recordings for a single 

recording company – in this 

case, Decca. Collected together 

as a Limited Deluxe Edition 

Box is Richard Bonynge – 

Complete Ballet Recordings.  More information, including a special 

discount for JSRBF members in our next newsletter. Available from 

www.classicsdirect.com, the best place to buy all your classical CDs. 

 

 

We’re taking a moment to reflect on our achievements and 

crunch some numbers. In doing so, you might be surprised to 

see the results of forty-two years of assisting young artists.  

 

 

 

 

Barbara Leser 

Julie Lonie 

Alan Munday 

Suzanne Parker 

Charlotte Prior 

Craig Thomas & 

Andrew Griffiths 

Glenise Trevella 

Jill Stewart 

Kathy Watson 

Barbara Leser 

Julie Lonie 

Jennifer Marshall 

Phil & Helen Meddings 

Olive Meredith 

Marjorie Morkham 

Diane Openshaw 

Lady Potter AC 

Charlotte Prior 

Sydney Savage Club 

Nigel & Dorine Tolley 

Kevin & Dawn Troy 

Teri Zanoni 

Richard Bonynge’s 90th Birthday Lunch on 

28 September is ’POSTPONED’. 
Covid-19 has decimated many parts of the arts industry and will 

continue to do so for some time. Theatres throughout the world 

have closed for much of this year, which means for many artists, 

this has been an extremely difficult time trying to survive. While the 

Foundation has suspended all events, including Richard               

Bonynge’s 90th birthday lunch, we still hope to award some             

smaller financial scholarships in 2020 to Australian singers and 

through the Elizabeth Connell Prize. As we go to print, those plans 

are still being formulated. As for Richard Bonynge’s 90th, we can’t 

go ahead until he is able to travel to Australia, which is at present, 

uncertain. We will, however, still celebrate online, so keep an eye on 

our Facebook and Twitter pages not to mention our new             

website which should be up and running in the next month or so. 

In the future, you will be able to book tickets online, pay              

membership, make donations and purchase the Chalet Monet 

book, as well as keep up to date with events and all the latest news. 

Despite lockdown, a few singers are hoping to start performing in 

in the coming months. Kiandra Howarth is working toward Alcina 

in Klagenfurt, Emma Moore is making a solo recording with plans 

to sing Micaela in Weimar next year. Alasdair Kent is also working 

on a recording and has generously donated back part of his                    

scholarship winnings for a singer in need. WOW! Eliza Boom takes 

up a position at the Bayerische Staatsoper in September, and    

Benson Wilson and Isabella Moore have teamed up for concerts 

in New Zealand in August as will Sol3 Mio with Pene Pati.  

NEWSFLASH: Limelight will be doing a feature on Richard           

Bonynge in September. Vogue Living online and Opera Now will 

also be doing a feature on the Chalet Monet Book in September.  

 

A special thank you to all the Donors and Friends of the Foundation 

who have helped support the JSRBF since our last newsletter. We 

can’t do this without you, so let’s keep going and change some lives. 
 

NEW DONATIONS 
Australian Ladies’ Variety Association Inc. 

Jenny Barnes 

Margaret Binder  

Sue Bowring 

Elizabeth Bradhurst 

Dr Andrew Byrne 

Elizabeth Corbett & Mark Finlay 

Bernadette Cullen 

Renee Goossens 

Dr Alastair Jackson AM 

Fiona Janes 

Helen Johnstone 

Alasdair Kent 

NEW FRIENDS OF THE FOUNDATION 

Jenny Barnes 

Michael Baume AO & Toni Baume 

Margaret Binder 

Sue Bowring 

Elizabeth Bradhurst 

Julie Carroll 

Elaine Chew 

Elizabeth Corbett & Mark Finlay 

Jennifer Emmerton 

Joan Graeme 

JSRBF SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME 
JSRBF Individual Scholarships                278       

JSRBF Scholarship Recipients         164 

JS Society of Sydney Scholarships  $159,536 

JSRBF Scholarships since 2011      $885,000 

JSRB Total                       $1,044,536 

ECP Recipients/Scholarships    29/$262,000 
Grand Total               $1,306,536 

Where are they now? 

http://www.ClassicsDirect.com


In Memoriam 
The great British designer, Michael Stennett (1946-

2020), died in June leaving behind a remarkable legacy 

of magnificent costumes. He always painted Dame 

Joan’s face onto her designs. Many of these stunning 

paintings can be seen throughout Chalet Monet. 

Above is Lucrezia Borgia for the ROH Covent Garden. 

Horn player Barry Tuckwell (1931-2020) passed away 

in January. He accompanied the Bonynges on their 

album Romantic Trios. Irish soprano Miriam Murphy 

has died at just 48, Italian great Gabriella Tucci at 90, 

composer Ennio Morricone at 91, Norwegian mezzo 

Edith Thallaug at 90, mezzo Rosalind Elias at 90, 

legendary French soprano Mady Mesplé at 89, Welsh 

soprano Jennifer Rhys-Davies at 65, the great 

French baritone Gabriel Bacquier at 95, renowned 

French opera coach Janine Reiss at 99 and famed 

Austrian contralto Herta Töpper at 95. 

POSTAL ADDRESS 
P.O. Box 2692, Bowral NSW 2576 
Tel: 0402 024 118 | 02 4861 2440 

enquiries@jsrbfoundation.com 

generalmanager@jsrbfoundation.com 

www.jsrbfoundation.com 

DON’T FORGET TO UPDATE YOUR  

EMAIL ADDRESS TO RECEIVE NEWS 

ORDER YOUR COPY OF CHALET MONET 
 

Pour yourself a nice cup of tea, or glass of champagne, then sit back and savour the spectacular 

views from Chalet Monet as Richard Bonynge takes you through his beautiful Swiss home with  

tales from the golden age of opera and theatre. By ordering directly through the Foundation, you 

will help us raise even more money for our Scholarship Programme. We have 350 copies of the 

book so to order your personal copy, simply call Fiona Janes on 0402 024 118 or email us at                            

enquiries@jsrbfoundation.com.   

STANDARD EDITION: RRP is $95, our price $80 + $5 postage within Australia only. 
 
The first 100 books sold will each include a copy of Dame Joan’s new CD My Favourites. 
 

DELUXE LIMITED EDITION: This elegantly boxed, Deluxe Limited Edition includes a unique and 

genuine small square of Dame Joan’s personal embroidery from Chalet Monet, a personally signed 

and numbered Certificate of Authenticity by Richard Bonynge and a copy of Dame Joan’s new CD 

My Favourites. Only 90 are available through Classics Direct/Universal Music Australia. Price TBA. 
 

MY FAVOURITES - released by Decca 18 September 

In 2007, Joan Sutherland put together a list of some of the                 

recordings most dear to her heart. The collection has never been      

released – until now. To commemorate the tenth anniversary of her 

passing, Decca has put together a beautiful CD, complete with Dame 

Joan’s own notes, her recipe for Christmas Pudding, previously            

unpublished photographs, and tributes from Fiona Janes and 

Moffatt Oxenbould AM. This lavishly illustrated edition will be                  

released on 18 September 2020. 
 
When I was asked to choose a disc of my own favourite                 
recordings I thought ‘What a good idea!’. In actual fact, it has              
become a torment as I have far too many favourites! DJS    

The Card Room in Chalet Monet 

 

Joan and I               
always enjoyed            
sitting on the 
verandah 
where we                
appreciated 
many                     
wonderful              
sunsets. RB 

The view from Chalet Monet 

In Venice in the 1960s and below a           
sample of Dame Joan’s embroidery. 

 

In celebration of Dame Joan, the 

JSRBF is proud to have financially 

assisted DECCA in producing                

this 10th Anniversary album.  


