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C elebrating Richard Bonynge’s  90th year. 
 

Born in 1930, this young pianist from Sydney went on to become an international conductor, a leading exponent of 
the bel canto repertoire and the driving force behind the greatest bel canto voice of the 20th century. 

JS  RB 



Welcome to the twenty-third edition of Bel Canto.  

 

90 YEARS “YOUNG” 
Here we are in 2020,   

celebrating Richard      

Bonynge’s forthcoming 

90th Birthday in               

September and the 

remarkable contribution 

he has made to all our 

lives. There is no 

doubt that the young 

Joan Sutherland had a                   

remarkable voice, but 

with Bonynge’s input, 

they became a tour de force in the world of opera. Their     

individual and combined talents, each one enhancing the 

others’ contribution to music, will ensure their names are 

indelibly etched into the annals of music making history for 

all time. With nearly 240 recordings and hundreds of                           

performances between them, most artists’ achievements, no 

matter what genre, positively pale by comparison!  

 

RICHARD BONYNGE 90th BIRTHDAY LUNCH 
To celebrate this milestone, the Foundation will be hosting a 

luncheon for 80 guests on 28 September at the Australian 

Club in Macquarie Street Sydney, overlooking the Botanical 

Gardens. Members and donors will receive priority booking, 

with many already having reserved their places. Please let me 

know if you would like to be added to the list as places are 

filling fast. Two very special surprise guests and colleagues of    

Richard’s will entertain us on the day with anecdotes from 

the past. Tickets will be $120 per person.  A very intimate 

lunch for a very special “young” man.  I hope you can join us. 
 

CHALET MONET BOOK 
I mentioned in the last newsletter that Richard is working on 

a new glamorous coffee table book on his Swiss home Chalet 

Monet and all its wonderful collections. Published world 

wide in time for Richard’s 90th birthday, it will contain 304 

colour pages showcasing all four floors and garden of this 

stunning chalet overlooking Lake Geneva, and will feature a 

Forward by Marilyn Horne with anecdotes by Richard. Chalet              

Monet  is a house with a thousand stories. It is living history, 

theatrical, a beautiful home with enormous spirit like its 

owners. It radiates grandeur yet intimacy, with places to sit 

and contemplate, stunning views to linger over, books to be 

read, paintings to admire and music to listen to. It is a              

treasure trove for the senses where many a story has been 

told or begun. Only the walls and its owners remember the 

decades of music making here and possibly the odd neighbour 

and the cows on the grassy Swiss slopes. Thank you, Richard 

for allowing us to enter your private and colourful world and 

for donating all the proceeds of this book to the Foundation. 

 

 
 

A Message from the Artistic Director         Inspiring and developing the next generation of opera singers. 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
1 September: Competition Morning Tea 

3 September: Competition Preliminary Final 

5 September: Competition Grand Final 

28 September: Richard Bonynge 90th 

(additional dates to come) 

Published by                

Melbourne Books, the 

r.r.p. for the Chalet   

Monet book will be $90. 

Here, at the Foundation, 

we will be offering a $10 

discount to anyone who 

purchases the book 

through us and collects 

it at one of our                     

September events. P&H 

will be additional for 

those wishing to have it 

posted out. With never 

before seen photos and 

stories from a bygone 

era, (what did Joan 

Crawford say to Richard 

over dinner?), this sumptuous book will surely become an  

historic record of great significance for future generations. 
 
2020 COMPETITIONS 

It is international year for both our competitions. Applications 

are coming in from around the globe, highlighting the work 

of the Foundation. Please join us in celebrating this special 

year as we remember Dame Joan, who passed away ten 

year’s ago this October, and in celebrating Richard’s 90th.  

Thank you for your contribution to our world of OPERA. 

With warmest best wishes for a musical year, Fiona Janes 

Chalet Monet 

Inside the home of Dame Joan 

Sutherland & Richard Bonynge 

Bonynge at 13 

 



 

It’s that time of year! 2020 membership of our Friends             

programme is now due. If you haven’t renewed or would like 

to become a “Friend of the Foundation”, simply fill out a 

membership form. Members receive discounted tickets and 

first preference to special events. Forms can be found on the 

website or by contacting the Foundation.  Your membership 

will provide a prize in the 2020 Bel Canto Award. Thank you 

to those members below who have already renewed their                        

membership for 2020. Only $30 per person, per year.  
 
Michael Barnes 

Dr Bettina Boss 

Robert Conduit 

Bernadette Cullen 

Diana Heath 

Dorothy Hutchinson 

Fiona Janes 

Kristina Jaworksi 

Irmgard Kroh 

Diana Lloyd George 

Iris Luke 

Ronald Mackinnon 

Dorothy & Kerrin McCormack 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

Donations are the vital lifeline that keeps the Foundation 

going. Large or small, all are welcome. Many of our donors 

return year after year with some committing to three or five 

year pledges. In 2020, we are looking for prize donors            

ranging from $500 to $25,000.  Alternatively, you might like 

to assist us in a smaller way by contributing to the costs of 

running the competitions. Speak to Fiona Janes or simply 

see the website for details. www.jsrbfoundation.com  
 
Thank you to our recent donors: Lady Potter AC,                   

Helen Johnstone, Elaine Chew, Packer Family Foundation, 

ClubsNSW and Teri Zanoni.  enquiries@jsrbfoundation.com 

_________________________________________________________ 
 

We’re going to need more billets in 2020 with up to 11  

singers descending on Sydney for our two international 

competitions. Would you be able to provide a home for a 

Diva or Divo for a week from approximately 30 August -          

6 September, give or take a day or so? If you or a friend are 

interested in helping, please contact Fiona on 040 202 4118. 

Billets receive free tickets to all the competition events               

including the Morning Tea and VIP party. 

Mr & Mrs P Meddings 

Olive Meredith 

Richard Nott AM 

Diana-Rose Orr 

Lady Potter AC 

Valda Silvy 

Mr & Mrs N Tolley 

Kevin Troy 

Marie Jeanne Urwyler 

Brenton Warren 

David Whitehouse 

Mr & Mrs B Wilson 

It’s been a busy few months 

for Kiandra Howarth. She 

made an unexpected        

Scottish Opera debut in        

December playing the title 

role of Iris in Mascagni’s 

opera. This followed           

performances of First Lady in          

David McVicar’s production 

of The Magic Flute at the 

Royal Opera House Covent 

Garden. Kiandra will take part 

in performances of Elektra 

for Bournemouth Symphony 

this March fresh from             

another debut at the              

Bayerische Staatsoper in  

Munich, again as First Lady. 

Amina Edris will make her 

Paris Opera debut as Manon 

in March. Livia Brash will be 

taking part in the Munich Art 

of the Lied Summer School 

this July.  Richard Bonynge 

has given a masterclass in 

London for the London Bel Canto Festival with Madison  

Nonoa, Filipe Manu and Samantha Clarke. Zoe Drummond 

has been doing a concert tour around Scotland with Jade 

Moffatt. Bronwyn Douglass joined Opera Australia’s              

summer chorus season with Jessie Wilson and Katherine 

Allen. Alasdair Kent will sing the Count in The Barber of    

Seville in Basel in Oct/Nov which is where Paull-Anthony 

Keightley is based these days. Alasdair sang Tamino in Oman 

earlier in January. Marlena Devoe will sing Mimi for the             

Oxford Opera Company in the UK, Nicole Car has made an 

impressive debut as Fiordiligi in Cosi fan tutte at The Met in 

New York. Helen Sherman makes her Covent Garden debut as 

Flora in March. Michael Petruccelli has gone on as the voice of 

the Seaman in Oper Frankfurt’s Tristan und Isolde and  Sam 

Sakker sings his first Florestan in Fidelio 

for Lyric Opera of Ireland this month. 

Katie Lowe (left) has debuted as Tosca for 

in Il Trovatore in Zagreb. She also stepped 

in at the last minute in Mannheim and 

made her debut in Linz, all in the same 

role. Maria Natale has been singing 

Madama Butterfly in Tulsa. Silja Aalto 

(left) has been singing Mimi in Estonia 

and Fidelio in Oulu, Finland. Arminia 

Friebe has sung her first Tosca in Zwing-

enberg and debuted in the premier of 

Kosmos Korngold  as Laura in Freiburg. 

Claire de Monteil was a semi finalist in 

the Met Opera National Council Auditions. 

 

 

Where are they now?   

Kiandra Howarth as First Lady 

ROH Covent Garden 

© Tristram Kenton 



 
 

Join us on  

Social Media 

 

POSTAL ADDRESS 
P.O. Box 2692, Bowral NSW 2576 

 Tel: 040 202 4118 

enquiries@jsrbfoundation.com 

generalmanager@jsrbfoundation.com 

www.jsrbfoundation.com 

 

DON’T FORGET TO UPDATE YOUR  

EMAIL ADDRESS TO RECEIVE NEWS 

IN MEMORIAM 
The great Italian soprano Mirella Freni (below right) has 
died at the aged of 84. Others include, Nello Santi (88) 
conductor, Nedda Casei (87) US Mezzo soprano, Franz 
Mazzura (95) Austrian Bass and Margareta Hallin (88) 
Swedish soprano. One of  the  Foundation’s original               
members, Dianne Gillespie has also sadly left us. Dianne 
was at the very first dinner held by the JS Society in 1978 
with Dame Joan. She was a valued member and donor 
later in her life who cared greatly for the Foundation’s    
future. Sadly, the beautiful Australian soprano Maureen 
Howard (below left) passed away late February. 

 

AUSSIE GLAMOUR IN WIEN 

Scholarship winners, Olivia Cranwell, Margaret 

Plummer and Fiona Jopson enjoying the Vienna 

Staatsoper Ball with Bryony Dwyer (left) 

CHALET MONET  

Inside the home of Dame Joan 

Sutherland & Richard Bonynge. 

Due Sept 2020 R.R.P. $90 

 “It’s our job to make magic. Music 

can be a very subjective thing, but 

what I’ve always believed is that 

when people come to the theatre 

they should be immersed in magic, 

and if you don’t get some great 

feeling of being taken out of        

yourself and put into another 

world, then we’re not doing our 

job.”  Richard Bonynge 

LATE NEWS 
Richard Bonynge is             

 a great grandfather again,  
this time to another boy. That  

makes three great grandchildren for the  
Maestro. His 90th will be celebrated in  

October in London by the Tait Memorial Trust at  
Australia House. An event is also planned in Melbourne.   


