
  

Stars come out to Honour a Legend 
On 12th June at 2pm, we will be         

presenting our largest concert for 2011 -  

the Lauris Elms 80th Birthday Concert. 

We wish to pay tribute to Lauris         

personally for her tireless commitment to 

supporting young singers. Proceeds will 

go towards raising funds for the new Bel 

Canto Award which is why we are      

venturing outside of the inner-west to 

encourage all of Sydney to be a part of 

this unique celebration. Featuring a star 

studded line-up of leading Australian singers and some rising 

stars including: Amelia Farrugia, Bernadette Cullen, Glenn 

Winslade,  Michael Lewis, Fiona Janes, Nicole Youl, Anna 

Yun, John Longmuir, with Glenn Amer on piano and Deborah 

de Graaff on clarinet. With highlights from La Traviata, Pearl 

Fishers, Macbeth, Lakme, Samson & Dalila, The Merry 

Widow, Il Trovatore, and more, we hope you can join us for 

this special event overlooking beautiful Sydney Harbour.   

Included is our sumptuous Afternoon Tea, Raffle & Silent 

Auction. Hughes Centre, Kincoppal-Rose Bay School. BOOK 

NOW. Street Parking. Bus 324/325 from the Quay or ferry. 

   Cullen            Lewis           Farrugia          Amer             Janes         Winslade         Youl 
 

We are also indebted to our donors and sponsors and would like 

to encourage all our supporters to consider helping in whatever 

way you can. Whether it be by attending one of our Events,   

making a Donation or being a Sponsor, every bit helps. We 

would like to welcome and thank new sponsors, Universal     

Music, Opera Australia and Dante Alighieri Society of Sydney 

for assisting us with the 2011 Joan Sutherland & Richard 

Bonynge Bel Canto Award. If you or your company would like 

to sponsor any of our events please contact the foundation.    
All donations to the Foundation and Society are now tax-deductible, made 

payable to: The Joan Sutherland & Richard Bonynge Opera Foundation  

__________________________________________________________________________                     
The Semi Final for the Joan Sutherland 

& Richard Bonynge Bel Canto Award 

will be on 1st August. Our emerging 

talent is the life blood of our future opera industry so please do 

come and support this next generation of opera stars. Sydney 

Conservatorium at 6.30pm. Tickets: $10-$30 call 9817 4919. 

Dame Kiri Te Kanawa to become BBC     

Cardiff Singer of the World Patron 
Dame Kiri Te Kanawa will replace 

Dame Joan Sutherland as Patron of the 

BBC Cardiff Singer of the World     

competition this year. Dame Joan had a 

long association with the competition 

having served on five consecutive juries 

from 1993 before becoming Patron in 

2003. Dame Kiri said of Dame Joan “she 

was the most spectacular soprano I’ve 

ever heard. We shall not see her like 

again”. Speaking about Cardiff she 

says, “It is a thrill and honour to be asked to be Patron and 

jury member. The event is of great significance to the Opera 

world. From my own early experiences of studying at the   

London Opera Centre I understand how essential it is to be 

given such a unique opportunity as this at the outset of one’s 

career. It is an occasion which will reveal the finest quality of 

singers and I am very pleased to be a part of this                

extraordinary competition.” Dame Kiri will be joined by 

Marilyn Horne, Dennis O’Neill, Håkan Hagegård and        

conducter Alexander Polianichko on the judging panel. The 

competition will run from Sunday 12th – 19th June, 2011. 
____________________________________________________ 

Australian Mezzo chosen for Cardiff  
Bathurst born mezzo soprano, Helen 

Sherman (pictured) has been chosen to       

represent Australia at the Cardiff Singer of the 

World Competition for 2011. The JSS Grant 

recipient was chosen from 600 singers who 

auditioned in 45 cities from 36 countries to be 

one of 20 competitors. In February, Helen was 

also selected to represent Australia for the 

European Broadcasting Union New Talent 

Competition. A graduate of Manchester’s Royal Northern  College of 

Music, future engagements include a recital with James Baillieu, the 

Wesendonk Lieder with the Liverpool Mozart Orchestra and a     

performance of Janacek's "Diary of one who Disappeared" at the 

Cheltenham Festival. Helen reports, “I can only sincerely thank those 

who nominated me and say that I am utterly thrilled and humbled to 

have been selected”. Australian designer, Charlie Brown has generously 

agreed to provide Helen with a concert gown for the competition. 
__________________________________________________ 

Donald Shanks AO OBE 1940-2011 
We are saddened to report that the mighty        

Australian Bass, Donald Shanks, passed away 

suddenly on 8th April. His stellar career lasted 40 

years until his retirement in 2004 performing over 

65 major roles from Wagner to Bel Canto to G & 

S, including: Sarastro, Baron Ochs, Ramfis, King 

Mark, Osmin, Zaccharia, Banquo, Commendatore, 

Rocco, Pimen, Timur, Don Magnifico, King     

Phillip, Don Pasquale, the Mikado and perhaps his most famous and       

possibly proudest achievement, Boris Godunov. A great supporter of 

the JSS, Don not only became a stalwart in the Australian Opera 

scene but also performed at Covent Garden, Paris Opera and for   

Canadian Opera. He received an OBE in 1977 and an AO in 1987. 
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Lauris Elms AM OBE 

A Message from Richard Bonynge 
 

“Joan and I have been extremely fortunate in our lives and 

it has long been our wish for a foundation to be established 

so that we could help young singers. With the world in  

turmoil it becomes ever more difficult for young people at 

the start of their careers. I am immensely grateful for the 

generosity of our caring supporters and fervently hope to 

encourage many more opera lovers to help ensure       

continuity in the art of bel canto.” Richard Bonynge, AO CBE 
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Membership has slightly changed for 

2011/12. To make renewal easier, our    

Members have requested the additional   

option of paying for 3 years at a time. See 

details below. As a friendly reminder,    

Membership will be due on 1st July. Forms 

can be found on the website or why not call 

us and renew or join up over the phone! Call 

Annamaria Kinnon on: (02) 9817 4919. Cheques made payable to: The 

Joan Sutherland Society. Single: $40 (1yr), $110 (3yrs), Couples: $70 (1yr), 

$200 (3yrs),   Pens./Student: $20 (1yr), $60 (3yrs). Thank you for your support. 

 __________________________________________________________ 

Tributes flow for Dame Joan in London 
For a young 28 year old Sydney soprano February 15th will be a day 

indelibly etched in her memory. JSS grant recipient Valda Wilson 

sang Mozart’s Alleluja and Faure’s Pie Jesu in front of over 2200 

guests inside London’s Westminster Abbey at a Service of     

Thanksgiving for the late Dame Joan Sutherland. With HRH, the 

Prince of Wales in attendance, Dame Joan’s grandson Vanya 

Bonynge presented her medals to the altar. Richard Bonynge, Sir 

John Tooley, Dame Norma Major, Isla Baring (Tait Memorial Trust) 

and niece Ruth Sutherland were among the readers as a Who’s Who 

of royalty and dignitaries from the music world paid their respects to 

the greatest Bel Canto singer of the last century. 

Chosen especially by Richard Bonynge, Valda 

flew in from Dresden where she is currently 

part of the Young Artists programme. She   

recently made her debut as Pamina and has 

sung with the likes of Renee Flemming and 

Anna Netrebko. To view the full Westminster 

Service programme and list of official         

attendees, see our website under Articles. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Volunteers  
Our Committee is staffed entirely by volunteers, giving of their 

time freely to help raise money for our young singers. An         

enormous amount of effort goes in to organising and staging our 

events, fund raising and administration, therefore we are always in 

need of help. If you would like to be a Volunteer please contact 

Dolores Donnelly on (02) 9809 6561 or simply help us by      

spreading the word about all our events and encourage others to 

come along and enjoy the music. 

 

 
Richard Bonynge will conduct Don Pasquale at Holland 

Park in London commencing 7th June, fresh from conducting 

Maria Stuarda in Athens for La Scala. He will be joined by 

highly experienced and respected artists, soprano Joan 

Carden AM OBE, mezzo soprano Bernadette Cullen and 

tenor Anson Austin OAM to adjudicate the Final of the        

inaugural Joan Sutherland & Richard Bonynge Bel Canto Award at 

the Sydney Conservatorium of Music on 23rd September at 

7.00pm. We are privileged to have such a distinguished panel          

of  judges dedicated to assisting our future young singers. 
 

Earlier this year, JSS Scholarship winner Sam 

Roberts-Smith (pictured), made an unexpected 

debut as Morales in Carmen for Opera         

Australia while his brother, Ben Roberts-Smith, 

was awarded the Victoria Cross of Australia. 

Amy  Radford has taken part in the Samling        

Masterclasses in Cumbria with Angelika Kirchschlager, as 

well as covering Donna Elvira as a member of the          

Glyndebourne Chorus for 2010/11. James Homann and his 

wife, soprano Phoenicia Johnson, are proud to announce the 

arrival of their first baby, a boy, Harry Homann. James is 

currently working at the Berlin Staatsoper and is off to      

Heidelberg in June. Rachelle Durkin stood in recently for 

Anna Netrebko as Norina in Don Pasquale at The Met.  
 
New Zealanders, Sarah Ann Walker and JSS winner Hadleigh 

Adams have performed in charity concerts in Sydney and    

London respectively for Christchurch Earthquake victims. JSS 

winner and grant recipient Phoebe Humphreys and JSS finalist 

Claudio Sgaramella have returned from three months study in 

Rome, Florence and London. Natalie Aroyan returns in June 

for concerts after studying in New York. She also took part in 

concerts at Carnegie Hall and the 2010 Solti Te Kanawa        

Accademia di Bel Canto. Rachel Bate, with the help of some of 

her friends, including JSS winner Emma Moore, will be giving 

a Farewell Concert on May 21st at Thirroul before heading to 

the Cologne Opera for a year. Russell Harcourt recently       

covered the role of Armindo in Partenope for OA. 
____________________________________________________ 

Deborah Riedel Award 
Mr Paul Ferris has generously donated $3,000 toward the Bel 

Canto Award in memory of the late Deborah Riedel who was a 

close friend and colleague of Dame Joan and Richard Bonynge. 

Maestro Bonynge, the Board 

and Committee unanimously 

agreed to name the 3rd prize 

the Deborah Riedel Award. 

This award honours the       

internationally recognised    

Australian soprano for her con-

tribution to opera in Australia 

and support of young singers.  

_______________________________________________________ 

2011Forthcoming Events  
12 Jun: Lauris Elms 80th Birthday Concert 
  1 Aug: Semi Final - JS & RB Bel Canto Award 

21 Aug: JS & RB Vocal Scholarship Final Sydney Eisteddfod 

15 Sept: Foundation Fund Raising Dinner at Le Montage 

starring Emma Matthews with Richard Bonynge. 

18 Sept: Members’ Afternoon Tea with  

Richard Bonynge and Anne Maree McDonald  
23 Sept: Joan Sutherland & Richard Bonynge Bel Canto 

Award Final - Sydney Conservatorium of Music 
6 Nov: Joan Sutherland Birthday Memorial Concert 

 Joan Sutherland & 

Richard Bonynge Opera Foundation 
General Manager: Fiona Janes 

 Enq: (02) 4861 2440 | 0402 02 4118 
Email: foundation@joansutherlandsociety.com            

JSS Enquiries:  (02) 9789 1910 
Email: admin@joansutherlandsociety.com 

 

 JSS + JS & RB Opera Foundation 

        P.O. Box 880 

        Leichhardt N.S.W. 2040 
 

Tickets/Membership: (02)9817 4919 
Email: accounts@joansutherlandsociety.com 

www.joansutherlandsociety.com 

weHearthat 

theJSScommittee 
President: Douglas Cremer  

Vice-President: Duncan Kinnon  

Secretary: Margaret Johns 

Treasurer/Tickets: Annamaria Kinnon 

Artistic Co-ordinator/Editor: Fiona Janes 

Committee: Mara Ashmore 

Committee: Paul Ferris 

Committee: Dolores Donnelly  

(in charge of Volunteers & the Raffle) 
 
Email: secretary@joansutherlandsociety.com                

             president@joansutherlandsociety.com 

MembershipchangesandRenewal,1stJuly 

Join us on 

facebook 

Member, Alfredo Bouvier  

& Richard Bonynge 

 
The Sutherland & Bonynge Roses  
are now available. Order forms are 
on the website. Cost $25 + delivery.  

$8 from each rose will go to the JSS. 

Photo: Andrew Dunsmore 

We’re Helping to Build Great Opera Singers for the Future 
Previous Newsletters can be found on our website under archival newsletters. 


