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addioDameJoan 
7 November, 1926 - 10 October, 2010 

 
Joan Alston Sutherland, perhaps the greatest bel canto singer of all time, passed away     
peacefully on Sunday 10th October at her home Chalet Monet in Les Avants, Switzerland with 
her husband Richard Bonynge by her side. After a discreet private funeral held at a small      
hillside chapel near her home on Thursday 14th October, she was laid to rest overlooking the 
shores of Lake Geneva near Montreux. We all have special memories of this legendary artist, 
but for most Society members it was her unflappable, unpretentious persona that greeted us 
all at each and every Members’ Dinner, Fund Raising Concert or Vocal Scholarship Final - and 
she  didn’t miss many. She mingled easily with supporters, never too busy to stop and chat and 
was always extremely interested in what our young singers were doing. She will be sadly 
missed but never forgotten. She leaves behind a mountainous legacy of work and while her 
favourite operas were Norma and La Traviata, she considers her performances and recording 
of Esclarmonde as her best. We would like to thank the Prime Minister of Australia, The Hon 
Julia Gillard, for organising a State Memorial Service in honour of this remarkable Australian. 
We would also like to thank Maestro Bonynge for allowing all donations in Dame Joan’s    
memory to be sent to the Society, with a special thank you to all those individuals who have 
contributed to date. It is somewhat extraordinary to think Joan Sutherland was once a young 
singer with dreams of singing at Covent Garden just like the many young singers we hear    
today. She was a pragmatic woman whom we believe would have wanted us to continue our 
work and to embrace the future. Therefore, we will endeavour to develop the Society so that 
we may honour her legacy and commitment to helping our most gifted young singers. An  
extremely private person, especially since her retirement twenty years ago, we as the only 
Society in the world named after her simply wish to pay our respects to this extraordinary   
opera singer of the past century. Much has been said about these recent events so in keeping 
with the spirit of Dame Joan’s wishes we simply say, Farewell La Stupenda. Thank you for the 
sacrifices you made to inspire the operatic world. The Society will be forever grateful to you 
for your commitment and the enduring support you gave Australia’s future young singers.  

"You can listen to what everybody says, but the fact remains that you've got to get out 
there and do the thing yourself”........Joan Sutherland. 

fromDouglasCremer - presidentoftheJSS 

One of the privileges I have enjoyed in recent years has been the joy of ferrying Dame Joan to 
many of our events.  I remember how nervous I was on the first occasion in 2003 when Dame 
Joan attended the Society’s Silver Jubilee Concert at St Paul’s Church, Burwood.  As we made 
our way across the city, I pointed out that the Anzac Bridge could be the only bridge in the 
world that flew two national flags - the Australian and that of our close neighbour, New       
Zealand. We arrived early for the concert so I decided to include a diversion to show her the 
Appian Way, one of the impressive old streets of Sydney’s inner west. She loved the grand 
houses with their beautiful gardens and never failed to admire whatever flowering trees were 
in bloom - November in Sydney is glorious when the vivid Jacarandas dominate the landscape.  
She enjoyed the friendly informality of the Concert so much that on this first visit she was one 
of the last to leave. At the end of the day, this gracious lady never failed to express her        
appreciation for my assistance, thereby leaving me with a lovely memory that will never fade. 
 

State Memorial Service for Dame Joan Alston Sutherland OM AC DBE 
At 10.30am on Tuesday 9 November, in the Concert Hall, Sydney Opera House 

 

With Heather Begg and Rosina Raisbeck 

(C) Houston Rogers, London 1960 La Traviata 

Norma 

Sonnambula - 1963 
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       thenewJSScommittee 
At this year’s Annual General Meeting a number 
of new members joined the JSS Committee. We 
would like to thank all those outgoing members 
for their support and give a very warm welcome 
to our newest members; Paul Ferris, Dolores  
Donnelly and Margaret Johns. 
 
                   Doug Cremer : President 
               Duncan Kinnon : Vice-President 
              Rob Henderson : Secretary 
         Annamaria Kinnon : Treasurer 
                      Fiona Janes : Artistic Co-ordinator 
                        Paul Ferris : Committee Member 
           Dolores Donnelly : Committee Member 
              Margaret Johns : Committee Member 
 
The Joan Sutherland Society of Sydney 
P.O. Box 880 
Leichhardt N.S.W. 2040 
Tel Enquiries: (02) 9789 1910 
Email: sutherlandsociety@iprimus.com 
Tickets/Membership: (02) 9817 4919  
accounts@joansutherlandsociety.com 
Web: www.joansutherlandsociety.com 

  

*JAMES HOMANN is currently working at the Berlin Staatsoper. This year he 
shared the stage with Placido Domingo who presented James with a          
personally signed score to thank him for his performance. James has also been singing  roles such as Fiorello, 
Schaunard, Morales, Saretzki (Onegin), Marquis (Traviata), Guglielmo & small roles in Boccanegra, Salome & 
Tosca. He also covered the role of Scarpia stepping in at the last minute to sing the sitzprobe during rehearsals. 
About Domingo - he said “it was a thrill to sing with someone so famous and upon hearing him live, I totally     
understand his massive success....a friendly and generous man also.” *Soprano & JSS grant recipient VALDA   
WILSON has recently joined the Junges Ensemble (young artist programme) at the Semperoper Dresden. 
*Rome based soprano JESSICA PRATT has made her La Scala debut in Le Convenienze ed inconvenienze teatrali 
by Donizetti & in 2009/10 will be heading for Dublin for I Capuleti e I Montecchi, the Rossini Festival in Wildbad 
Germany for La Gazza Ladra, Florence for Lucia di Lammermoor and Toulon for I Puritani. *JSS grant recipient, 
baritone ANDREW FINDEN is at the Staatstheater Nurnberg singing Dr Falke (Fledermaus), Yamadori, 2nd   
Philistine (Salome), Ein Peruckenmacher (Ariadne auf Naxos) & Don Alvaro (Il Viaggio a Rheims). *2001 JSS       
Winner mezzo KATHERINE TIER will take up a contract in Karlsruhe later this year. *Grant recipient CATHERINE 
BOUCHIER is a principal soprano with Diva Opera in the U.K. performing Micaela in the U.K. France and        
Switzerland for 2010. *Soprano CAROLINE WENBORNE is currently a member of the Vienna Staatsoper. 
*Australian Singing Competition winner DUNCAN ROCK is studying at the Guildhall in London.*Counter tenor 
DAVID HANSEN’s future engagements include: Marienvespen  and l'Orfeo with Rene Jacobs at the Deutsche 
Staatsoper, Berlin and he will sing Tolemeo in Guilio Cesare with Den Norske Opera. In celebration of the       
recent canonisation of Australia’s first saint, 1981 scholarship winner JOANNA COLE has played the role of Sister 
Mary MacKillop in  MacKillop the Musical.  

legendaryContraltoandBaritonehonoured  

The Committee of the JSS is pleased to announce that two of Australia’s greatest     
operatic legends and highly respected artists have been made Patrons of the JSS. In 
recognition of their years of unfailing support to the JSS, the Committee, after          
consultation with Richard Bonynge and Joan Sutherland, have invited contralto Lauris 
Elms AM OBE and baritone Robert Allman AM OBE to join our list of Patrons. Lauris had 
an international career spanning over four decades performing such roles as: Arsace, 
Azucena, Amneris, Eboli, Ulrica, Mistress Quickly, Lucretia, Fricka & Bradamante. One of 
this country’s few great lieder singers we are pleased to announce that in 2011 the JSS 
will be presenting a special 80th Birthday Celebration Concert in her honour. Bob’s long 
and distinguished international career saw him sing all the great baritone roles including: 
Iago, Enrico, Germont, Scarpia, Rocco, Tonio, Simon Boccanegra, Rigoletto and Nabucco. We 
would like to thank both artists for their continued association and support.  

ourRecordyear  
This year the Joan Sutherland Society has awarded more than $21,000 to date. Comprising of the Vocal       
Scholarship and ten study grants, this is the largest amount the Society has awarded in any given year with 
plans, we hope, for expansion on the horizon. Details of the 2011 JS & RB Vocal Scholarship will be released shortly. 
 

thankYou  
2010 has been a year of firsts for the JSS. We presented the largest concert ever undertaken by the Society, the 
Richard Bonynge 80th Birthday Gala with nearly 1000 patrons in attendance which was broadcast on ABC    
Classic FM, the launch of a new website, our first ever Masterclass with Elizabeth Connell, our first newsletter, 
study grants awarded to no less than ten young singers and two new Patrons added to our distinguished list. 
Additionally, we presented the Megan Evans’ 90th Birthday Concert, the Vocal Scholarship, Annual Members’ 
Dinner and the Dame Joan Sutherland Tribute & Birthday Concert. THANK YOU to all our supporters and those 
Artists who have donated their services - you have all helped to continue 
Dame Joan’s legacy and the vision of our founding  members. 

someofOur2011Events - details of all events will be forthcoming 

*Dame Joan Sutherland Memorial Concert 
* The Lauris Elms 80th Birthday Concert 
* Masterclass 2011 
* The 33rd Joan Sutherland & Richard Bonynge Vocal Scholarship 
* The Annual Members’ Dinner   
Membership  
Membership to the Society has nearly doubled since the beginning of 2010. If you would like to become a   
valued Member of the Joan Sutherland Society, or you know of anyone interested in supporting our young 
singers, please email or call us and we will send you a membership form. Membership can also be given as a 
gift.  Single/$40, Couples/$70,  Pensioner/Student $20.   
 
The Committee of the JSS would like to take this opportunity to wish all our Members, Supporters, 

Sponsors, Artists and Volunteers a very Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and a prosperous 2011.  
 

Proceeds from all our  concerts go toward  providing Scholarships and Study Grants for young Australian opera singers. 

Soprano, Lorina Gore 
(pictured) has won the 
2010 Opera Awards with 
prizes totalling $32,000. 
Bass baritone Abraham 
Singer, received the Royal 
Overseas League  Music 
Bursary valued at $3,000. 
Soprano Emma Moore’s 
winning streak for 2010 
has included winning the 

$43,000 McDonald’s Aria, the $10,000 Opera & 
Arts Support Group Award and $5,000             
Wollongong Aria. After winning the Vienna State 
Opera Award, soprano Angela Brun came 2nd in 
the McDonald’s Aria with 2010 JSS Scholarship   
winner Hadleigh Adams taking 2nd prize in the 
Opera and Arts Support Group Award.  Angela is 
heading for Vienna and Hadleigh for London for 
their studies. Soprano Rachel Bate has won the 
2010 A.S.C. $30,000 Marianne Mathy Award and 2010 
German Award and will be heading for Cologne with 
soprano Lee Abrahmsen taking out first prize in 
the $35,000 Herald Sun Aria in Melbourne. 

JSS PATRON, THE EARL OF HAREWOOD  has been 
made an Honorary Member of the Order of Australia 
in recognition of his service to Arts in Australia and 
his support of Australian Artists overseas. 
______________________________________________ 
JSS STUDY GRANTS  have recently been awarded  to:  
Sopranos - Valda Wilson (NSW), Phoebe Humphreys 
(NSW) and Tanya Small (Vic). 
Mezzo soprano - Cassandra Seidemann (Qld) 
Baritones - Laurence Miekle (Vic) and James Roser (NSW)  
___________________________________________ 
Excerpt from the Bryce Hallett Sydney Morning Herald 
Interview published on Sat. 04 Sept, 2010 with Richard 
Bonynge. Bonynge plays down the significance of reaching 
a so-called milestone but was heartened a month earlier 
when the Joan Sutherland Society of Sydney presented his 
80th Birthday Gala.  As a scholarship fundraiser for young 
Australian singers it was especially close to his heart.  “It 
was such an emotional evening” he said. 
_________________________________________ 
SPOTLIGHT ON RICHARD BONYNGE - John Amis 
interviewed Richard Bonynge recently in London 
for the Tait  Memorial Trust. Guests were treated 
to a dinner and interview with the Maestro who 
talked about his career, his long relationship with 
Joan Sutherland, his time at Covent Garden, his 
interest in 19th century French and Irish opera and 
his love of ballet. The trust is currently  supporting 
the following Australian singers with their studies 
in London. Baritones Jonathan Alley & Duncan 
Rock, tenor Roberto Agata, sopranos Lucinda-
Mirikata Deacon, Madonna Mallon, counter tenor 
Russell Harcourt and conductor Steven Moore. 

theNewsinBrief 

theAwardsseason    whereAretheyNow 

Glenn Amer, Jennifer McGregor and 

Richard Bonynge -  Members Dinner  

The Joan Sutherland Society of Sydney -  helping to build  
great  Australian opera singers for the future. 

The Society is extremely grateful to all our Sponsors and  Volunteers. Without the 
help of these organisations and many individuals, we would not be able to help the 
young singers who come to us each year seeking financial assistance. If you would 
like to help the Society as a valued volunteer or with the provision of goods and     
services, please contact us on: (02) 9789 1910 or at:  

sutherlandsociety@iprimus.com 
Photos supplied by: Richard Bonynge, Lauris Elms, Robert Allman, ABC Limelight  


