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ROSSINI in CONCERT 

Featuring 14 emerging artists 
The Foundation starts the new year with a feast of Rossini featuring 

fourteen young singers performing some of his most loved, beautiful 

and in some cases sadly forgotten or rarely         

performed masterpieces. Stunning arias and     

duets, delightful ensembles and sublime prayers 

from such works as: La Cenerentola, L’italiana in 

Algeri, Mosè in Egitto, L’Assedio in Corinto, the 

Stabat Mater, La cambiale di matrimonio, Zelmira 

and William Tell, including beautiful parlour 

songs and duets from his Soirees Musicales cycle.  
 

Singers involved include past scholarship        

recipients including Rachel Bate,  Morgan Balfour, 

Sarah Toth, Daniel Macey and newcomers to the 

foundation, Maia Andrews, Jessie Wilson, Zoe 

Drummond, Sarah Kemeny, Eleanor Greenwood, 

Vivien Conacher, Joel Scott, Damien Noyce, 

Joshua Salter and James Olds. The concert will  

be accompanied by the legendary Glenn Amer 

(left). The artists will take part in a private       

workshop that week with Artistic Director Fiona 

Janes, who has performed hundreds of Rossini 

performances throughout Australia, the UK      

and Europe. 
 

Sunday 22 February, 2pm 
Paddington Uniting Church, 395 Oxford Street Paddington 

Tickets: Full $40, Members/Donors/Pensioners $35,  
Students $15, Under 15 Free  

MARILYN ZSCHAU  

Masterclass 
Rarely do Sydneysiders have 

the chance to witness master-

classes let alone a class given 

by one of the world’s great 

dramatic sopranos. Born in  

Chicago, the mighty American 

soprano Marilyn Zschau 

(pronounced Chow) will give 

her first Masterclass for the 

Foundation. Ms Zschau sang 

numerous roles for Opera Australia in the 80’s and 90’s including 

Aida, Lady Macbeth, Minnie in La Fanciulla 

del West, Tosca, Salome and Valentine        

opposite Joan Sutherland in Les Huguenots.   

Her career spanned over thirty years across 

the USA and Europe and included other such 

roles as Elektra, Dyer’s Wife in Die frau ohne 

Schatten, Santuzza, Maddalena in Andrea 

Chenier, Manon Lescaut, Odabella in Attila, 

Die Tote Stadt and Lady Macbeth of 

Mtsensk. Her dynamic personality will make 

this a fascinating afternoon for the young 

singers involved and those patrons fortunate 

to be present. 

Sunday 29 March, 2pm 
Paddington Uniting Church, 395 Oxford St, Paddington 

Tickets: Full $20, Members/Donors/Pensioners: $15,  
Music Students and Under 15: Free 
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  A Message from the 
         General Manager 
 
Welcome to the eighth edition of the Bel Canto newsletter.  
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 2015 
Another incredible year is ahead of us and everyone at the            

Foundation certainly hopes to see as many of our members and  

supporters as possible at our 2015 events. 
 

WHY IT IS SO IMPORTANT WE HELP  
PROMOTE OUR YOUNG SINGERS 
I have been a professional singer for 27 years and whilst the          

industry has changed considerably since I began at Opera  

Australia in 1988, there are some things that remain the same. 

Singers need experience performing in front of a live audience. 

Especially young singers who aren’t employed on a regular basis or 

those simply starting their career. In fact you can never have enough 

performance experience. 
 
As a performer you spend your life honing your craft. For some,  

completing a tertiary education course is all they need to prepare 

them for the stage, however for the majority of singers this simply 

isn’t the case. Most quickly realise they need further training and                

performance experience before joining our major companies.  

Hence the need for organisations like ours and the many summer 

school programmes available, especially in the northern hemisphere.  

The Foundation doesn’t have the facilities at this stage to mount a   

3-4 week summer school, however we can offer these singers a            

performance platform to try out new repertoire. 
 
Every concert we present not only raises money for the Bel Canto 

Award, it is also a training platform for the singers involved. Even     

experienced performers gain something from performing so close to 

a live audience which is a very different feeling to working on an 

opera theatre or concert hall stage. You may not realise how much 

preparation every singer and accompanist puts into these events. 

Hours of study and memorising in some cases, not to mention vocal 

and language coaching. 
 

That is why it is so vital you the audience, our                

benefactors, family and friends continue to support these 

artists by attending our events which aim to give these 

young singers a platform to develop and hone the skills 

they need for an operatic career. Having an appreciative         

audience makes it all worthwhile, so do reserve your seats 

today. After all, one never knows when  

“a star is born!” 
 
I look forward to catching up with as many of you as possible in 

2015 and sincerely hope your year is a happy, prosperous and      

music filled one. Thank you for your continued support, Fiona Janes. 

 

MEMBERSHIP AND DONATIONS 
Our members are an important part of the Foundation, some having 

been with us since the former Society’s inception in 1978.              

Membership offers discounts and special invites to certain events 

plus a hard copy of this newsletter. If you would like to become an 

Associate Member of the Joan Sutherland & Richard Bonynge  

Foundation simply contact us for a form or download one from the 

website. Yearly cost: $20 per person. 

http://www.jsrbfoundation.com/foundation/membership/ 
 

Donors are an equally important and vital part of the Foundation’s 

success. 2014 saw an impressive list of donors giving generously,  

especially for the Bel Canto Gala Dinner. Two complimentary tickets 

to this year’s Final will be given to all donors making a donation of 

$300 or more. Paradice Investments now generously look after the 

bulk of the Foundation’s assets with the ANZ bank helping us with 

our daily affairs. Donation forms can also be downloaded from the 

website or posted out to you. 
http://www.jsrbfoundation.com/foundation/donations-patron-programme/  
A WORD FROM  
MAESTRO BONYNGE ON ROSSINI 
“I am delighted to hear that the Foundation is to offer a Rossini         

concert with young singers. Rossini is a composer who perfectly        

understood the working of the human voice and to study his music 

is truly to learn about the art of singing.  
 

It is so important for young singers to study music which is really 

like a medicine for the voice. Begin with the classics and learn about 

vocal technique. If you can master the classics you can sing anything! 

Have a wonderful concert and discover some great music.” 

 

 Inspiring and developing our opera singers for the future! 

 
All tickets can be reserved  

or purchased by calling  
Annemarie Kinnon on  

9817 4919 or 0418 647 730 
ticketing@jsrbfoundation.com 



Marlena Devoe with Australian tenor, Gerard Schneider at the Tait Memorial 

Trusts’ Winter Prom in December 2014, London 

             
  News from afar!!  

 MARLENA DEVOE Update 
2014 Bel Canto Award Winner in London                  
performing for the Tait Memorial Trust,  

studying in Cardiff and bound for Venice! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Marlena Devoe has been extremely busy since 

winning last year’s Bel Canto Award. A        

triumphant Lucia di Lammermoor in Auckland 

was immediately on the agenda  with Richard 

Bonynge Award winner James Ioelu singing         

Riamondo - James is headed for San Francisco’s 

Merola Programme later this year.  
 

The Tait Memorial Trust Winter Prom in          

December followed with some last minute 

added repertoire for Marlena. Lauren Fagan 

who was to sing Mimi in the concert with Perth 

tenor Gerard Schneider, was called to Covent  

Garden to replace Queensland soprano Kiandra   

Howarth in L’elisir d’amore, who was replacing the 

lead role in the same opera that night. It was a 

hectic evening of role swapping across London 

with triumphs all round. Elena Xanthoudakis also 

sang in the concert and we thank Isla Baring for 

supporting all these artists in London. 
 

Marlena has since been studying with Dennis O’Neill in Cardiff and auditioning across 

Europe. She will take part in the Georg Solti Accademia Repetiteurs course in Venice 

in April where Maestro Bonynge will be one of the tutors. 

_______________________________________________________________________________  
2011 BEL CANTO AWARD WINNER 
JOHN LONGMUIR and TAMINO AT OA  

 

John (seen left), standing  

under posters of himself  

draped around Sydney  

this month. If you haven’t  

seen John in Opera  

Australia’s production  

of The Magic Flute,  

make sure you do. 

 

John will also perform  

Almaviva in Perth, Don  

Ottavia in Melbourne and  

Pong in Turandot in  

Sydney. A busy 2015 awaits. 

A few words  
from the 2014  

Elizabeth Connell 
Prize Winner 

ANNA PATRYS  
“Being appreciated for the hard 

work and boundless love for art 

was my biggest dream. Since I 

can remember, singing is my 

life's most loyal friend. The    

realities of where I live are far 

from ideal. The ECP was a 

chance for me to show the 

world that it is no accident that 

Wagner and I are made for each 

other….that Verdi is like a dress 

made to measure….that Strauss: 

each note in the phrase is like my deepest thought concealed at the bottom of my 

soul. All my life’s experiences, emotions, suffering, passion, love, joy and sorrow 

have not happened by accident. I knew that there would come a moment in which 

a wise man will see that in me. And so it happened. Selecting arias and songs for 

the contest I decided to sing only the truth. Not to sing something only because 

it's full of technical difficulties. Exactly one year has passed since the competition's 

internet link to the proposals of performances of Tosca and Isolde - a year of hard 

work, discipline and a lot of travel. During that year I was nominated for the 

"Human of the Year Award" in my hometown, and one of the most important 

and opinion formers journal, "Polityka", put me on the list of the best young Polish 

artists in 2014, nominating me for the award "Polityka's Passport" in the category "Music".   
 

I will also perform my three beloved opera roles, Isolde (May), Médée (Aug) and 

Floria Tosca (2016), and what is very important in my country, I will perform one of 

the biggest soprano parts in the Polish oratorio "St. Lucas Passion" by K.Penderecki 

- which is for me a great honour in Poland. To date the soprano part in this Passion 

was reserved for Prima Donna's of the Warsaw National Opera. I have also received 

a proposal to record an album of M.K.Ogiński's Songs. My life is now on the right track.  
 

Thank You Elizabeth Connell, thank You Joan Sutherland & Richard Bonynge   

Foundation that You believed in me. Thanks to all the jury members, and to all the 

participants for the fact that You gave me the motivation and strength. Thank you 

also for allowing me to believe in my own abilities. My next goal? Road to Olympus 

for dramatic sopranos - Bayreuth!” 
 

Anna recently auditioned at the Royal Opera House Covent Garden in London 

where she was working with Dame Anne Evans. She also recently performed the 

title role in The Gypsy Princess in Wroclaw, Poland and has been asked back to 

sing The Merry Widow in June this year.  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

WAGNER SOCIETY OF N.S.W and  

UNIVERSAL MUSIC 2015 SPONSORSHIP 
We are delighted to announce the return of the Wagner 

Society of NSW $5,000 prize and Universal Music Prize of 

$2,500 worth of CDs for this year’s ECP. 

 

ACCOMMODATION NEEDED  
As with last year’s Elizabeth Connell Prize, the         

trustees are in need of up to five families to house 

our visiting divas for a week. A central location is 

preferable so that the singers don’t have too far to 

travel. A piano is an added bonus but not essential. 

Last year we had billets in the eastern suburbs and 

inner west. They graciously showed the singers around Sydney and were invited to 

the private morning tea, preliminary judging session, finals concert and VIP post 

performance party. Please contact Fiona Janes on 02 4861 2440 or 040 202 4118, 

or via email at, generalmanager@jsrbfoundation.com if you’re interested. 

 

             

   News from near and a far! 

 

 



   
THE CAMPAIGN CONTINUES 

1000 people to each donate $100.  
DONATIONS OF $2 OR MORE  ARE FULLY TAX DEDUCTABLE 

Cheques payable to:  
J Sutherland & R Bonynge Opera Foundation 

 
   P.O. Box 880 
   Leichhardt N.S.W. 2040 
   Tel: (02) 4861 2440 | 9817 4919 
   Mobile: 040 202 4118 
   Tix: (02) 9817 4919/0418 647 730  

www.jsrbfoundation.com 
Printed by Cosmoprint of Marrickville 

MEGAN EVANS OAM, 

at 95 

The great lady turned 95 this 

Australia Day long weekend 

surrounded by past students, 

friends and family. We are  

delighted to honour her      

remarkable contribution to 

music in Australia with the 

Megan Evans OAM              

Encouragement Award        

presented to a Bel Canto 

singer and sponsored by the 

Sydney Savage Club. 

_________________________________________________________________________  
Thank you DECCA and Universal  

Music Australia for again sponsoring  

the $5,000 DECCA Award and $2,500  

CD prize in this year’s Bel Canto Award. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

NICOLE CAR, SAM SAKKER, RUSSELL HARCOURT 

At last year’s Bel Canto dinner, Nicole Car wowed 

the audience singing with Pene Pati. Winner of 

the Neue Stimmen Singing Competition she has just 

been nominated in the Best Young Singer category 

for the International Opera Awards. She recently 

made her Dallas debut as the Countess and will 

make her Deutsche Opera debut in May as Tatyana 

in Eugene Onegin. Sam Sakker has debuted at the 

Royal Opera House Covent Garden in Un ballo in 

maschera this month and Russell Harcourt will perform Hunahpu in 

Peter Sellars adaptation of Purcell’s Indian Queen for ENO. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

  WE’RE NOW ON YOUTUBE! 
  

 Videos of our Bel Canto singers can be found on 

YouTube. More will be added in due course. 

BCA - https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UC5mCJaH4mKGUlffho-gHLww 

ECP - https://www.youtube.com/user/

TheElizabethConnell 
 

Check out the Joan Sutherland & Richard Bonynge 

Bel Canto Award & Elizabeth Connell Prize  

Facebook pages as well. 

enquiries@jsrbfoundation.com 
 ticketing@jsrbfoundation.com   

generalmanager@jsrbfoundation.com 
belcantoaward@jsrbfoundation.com 

econnellprize@jsrbfoundation.com  

Tickets are on sale for the 

Final of this year’s Bel 

Canto Award and Elizabeth 

Connell Prize. As per last 

year, tickets will be           

numbered. For the best 

seats in the house reserve 

your place today as tickets 

are selling fast. Tickets also 

available for the Semi Final 

     on 28 June, 2015 at 2pm 
 

Saturday 19 September, 4pm 
Verbrugghen Hall, Sydney Conservatorium of Music 

Adult: $45, Members/Donors/Pensioners: $40 

Students: $20, Under 15: Free  VIP function $60pp 

_________________________________________________________ 

NEWS JUST IN! 

Richard Bonynge will conduct 

Haydn’s Orfeo ed Euridice at the 

Sydney Conservatorium of Music 

later this year. Along with his busy 

recording schedule the Maestro will 

also give masterclasses for the Solti 

Accademia in Castiglione della 

Pescaia and Venice, masterclasses 

for Dennis O’Neill’s Academy in Cardiff and for Martina Arroyo in 

New York. He will be judging in Brescia (Italy), Deutschlandsberg 

(Austria), Montreal in Canada and later in Sydney during September.   

200 guests attended a concert for the Royal Academy of Music in 

London at Buckingham Palace to hear Australia’s Taryn Fiebig, 

Sam Sakker and Kiandra Howarth perform for Prince Charles. 

________________________________________________________ 

SINGERS IN LOVE  

Darren Pene Pati proposes to 

soprano Amina Edris on stage. 

On 21 December, in front of             

thousands of people at an outdoor 

concert in New Zealand, Bel Canto 

Award winner Darren Pene Pati         

proposed to Bel Canto finalist Amina 

Edris. After serenading her, he         

invited members of both families on 

to the stage, went down on bended 

knee and popped the question. 

Amina said YES and later this year 

the two plan to marry. His No. 1  

selling group Sol3 Mio will be           

performing a country wide tour of 

NZ in February and March to sell  

out crowds. 

Bass-Baritone James Olds also recently 

popped the question to soprano and 

former scholarship winner Phoebe-

Celeste Humphreys on a cruise, and 

she said YES. 
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