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Merry Christmas & Seasons Greetings 

This year’s Bel Canto Award was won by the 28 year old mezzo          

soprano Bronwyn Douglass from NSW. Bronwyn sang arias from 

Werther, Anna Bolena, Sapho and La clemenza di Tito to take out 

not only the $30,000 first prize sponsored by the Walker                    

Corporation Pty Limited but also the Audience Choice Award,          

the Mozart Prize, Solti Academy Prize and Tait Memorial Trust 

Prize. Bronwyn was a stand out in the high standard field. She 

sang with great emotion, colour and technical skill. She has since 

gone on to win the Lady Fairfax New York Study Award and been                

studying and auditioning in London where she reached the top 

12 singers out of 440 applicants trying out for the Royal Opera 

House Covent Garden Jette Parker Young Artist Programme.  
 

The 31 year old soprano Katie Lowe from England took out the   

4th annual Elizabeth Connell Prize performing an impressive                

Immolation Scene and arias from La Gioconda, Die Walküre and 

Ernani. On returning to London Katie performed Act 3 of                 

Götterdämmerung for The Mastersingers along with previous ECP 

finalist Mari Wyn Williams from Wales. She then performed Gertrude 

in Hansel und Gretel. For a full list of the winners see the website. 
Katie Lowe, Richard Bonynge and  

Bronwyn Douglass at this year’s final.  

 
Richard Bonynge and Glenn Amer go Head to Head at the Afternoon Tea 

The VII Joan Sutherland & Richard Bonynge Bel Canto Award 

and IV Elizabeth Connell Prize 

Members and their guests were treated to a                   

fascinating afternoon in celebration of Richard          

Bonynge’s birthday in September at the Sir           

Stamford Hotel. Glenn Amer and Bronwyn 

Douglass performed a selection of lighter songs 

with Glenn also interviewing 

the Maestro about his 

life and love of music.  

Margaret Binder  

provided a stunning 

chocolate mud cake for 

the occasion.  

  



    
  A Message from the Artistic Director 

Welcome to the sixteenth edition of Bel Canto newsletter.  

 

WHAT AN AMAZING YEAR!  
 

At this time of year I look back over the past twelve months to see what 

we have achieved. What constantly amazes me, more often than not, is 

the generosity of the human spirit. We are a relatively small organisation 

yet obviously for many an important one. This year proved to be quite 

remarkable on so many levels. 
 

Since we began our “The Art is in the Giving” campaign, over 650 people 

have donated to the Foundation with many others offering services. 

Whether it be our donors, the singers giving of their time and services 

for our various events, our judges, the Board, committee, numerous      

organisations around the world providing studios or auction and raffle 

prize donors, we all value that generosity of spirit and dedication to the 

Foundation’s vision for the future and thank each and everyone of you.  
 

A lot has happened since our last newsletter. Once again the gala      

dinner hosted by Alan Jones AO was a resounding triumph raising        

substantial funds for the Scholarship Fund. Guests enjoyed another lavish           

evening at Le Montage. A bevy of artists gave their services to the           

evening including Elise McCann (Universal Music), Mark Vincent (Sony), 

Rhonda Burchmore, The Whiffenpoofs, Nick Byrne, Kyle Bielfield and 

Glenn Amer with a surprise appearance by Olympic Gold medal diver 

Matthew Mitcham bringing out his ukulele and delighting the audience.  
 

From that evening a number of major sponsors have pledged their            

support for the Foundation over the next three years thanks to Alan’s  

outstanding dedication to securing our future. It is this generosity of 

spirit that has enabled the Foundation to increase its Capital Fund.  

Speaking of which, I think it is time we recognised the extraordinary  

David Paradice of Paradice Investments who looks after both the  

JSRB Foundation and Elizabeth Connell trust funds so magnificently. We 

are indebted to his generosity for taking such good care of our assets. 
 

We are also indebted to the likes of Walker                

Corporation Pty Ltd, Consolidated Press        

Holdings Pty Ltd, Radio 2GB, Boyd Properties, 

Michael Crouch AC, Justin Hemmes, Lady Potter 

AC, Richard  Bonynge AC CBE, Universal Music, 

Cyrus Meher-Homji and many more.  Another 

generous soul is George Stamiris at Digital Nexus 

who gives of his time to create our website  

having done so now for over eight years.  

After the dust had settled ever so briefly from the dinner it was competition 

time. What ensued was a week like no other. First came the news that 

our Russian entrant had applied for the wrong visa therefore was denied 

entry to Australia. No amount of telephone calls or emails to the                 

Australian Embassy in Russia managed to rectify the situation, so we 

were all deeply disappointed for the singer. The Morning Tea at the 

home of Phil and Helen Meddings, two very generous spirits, welcomed 

those finalists who had arrived in town. Then came the inaugural Sydney 

Song Prize. With two singers suddenly pulling out due to illness plus the 

inaugural Lieder Prize for the Connell competition also making its debut, 

none of us were quite sure how it was all going to 

pan out! Fortunately we had a lovely audience for 

the song sections and increased numbers at the 

preliminary final which took place the following 

evening. Phoebe Humphreys and her accompanist 

Benjamin Burton (right) took out the 1st  Prizes in 

the Song Prize with Phoebe also winning the Best 

German and Best French Song. Silja Aalto from   

Finland won the Lieder Section of the ECP. The   

Finals of both the BCA & ECP followed with some 

thrilling singing from a number of finalists. We were particularly delighted 

that Blake Walker from Walker Corporation Pty Ltd was able to present 

the trophy to this year’s winner, mezzo soprano Bronwyn Douglass on 

stage. Silvio Rivier was a wonderful compere yet again and the post Final 

party a chance to unwind for singers, judges, sponsors and staff. 
 
Richard Bonynge’s Birthday Afternoon Tea came next with the final event 

of the year being Dame Joan’s 91st Birthday concert at the Independent      

Theatre on 5 November. This was a delightful afternoon of singing       

featuring artists of all levels who had either won scholarships or entered 

our competitions, all wonderfully accompanied by Glenn Amer.  

On another note, long time members of the Foundation were recently 

saddened to hear that Lorna Angel OAM had passed away. Lorna was 

one of the first members of the organisation back in the late 1970’s. A 

resident of Nowra she frequented many of our events, concerts and even 

the gala dinner. She will be very much missed by those who knew her well.  
 
I wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas. See you in 2018. 
         

       Thank you for your support of the Foundation, Fiona Janes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Inspiring and developing opera singers for the future! 

Thursday 17 August, 2017 at 6.30pm  
Le Montage, Lilyfield $175 p.p. 

The remarkable Whiffenpoofs from the USA , 
here with Alan Jones, sang wonderfully at this year’s dinner. 

Morning tea with the Maestro at the home of Phil & Helen Meddings 

Sydney Song Prize Finalists 

Matthew Mitcham at the dinner 



 
DONATIONS & LEAVING A BEQUEST 

 

by Michael Barnes 
 

The Elizabeth Connell Prize has recently received a very generous,          

six figure, donation in the name of the estate of Alexina Jesselene              

Simpson. Jesselene died without making mention of a donation,            

but the beneficiaries of her estate were keen to honour her name in 

some way. Jesselene was a devoted opera fan, favouring the heavier 

end of the repertoire with its "blood and guts and thunder", and she 

had met Liza Connell on a few occasions - they were not dissimilar 

people, in many ways.  
 

The donors are remaining anonymous, preferring to honour              

Jesselene's legacy, but encourage all fans of opera who value the 

education of young singers to consider making a similar donation, 

whether large or small. Donations can be one-off, annual, included in 

a Will, or made in the name of any opera fan at any time. Do get tax 

advice prior to making a donation or writing a Will - we may as well 

ensure that the tax man is contributing as much as possible!! 
 

These are exciting times for all of the competitions that the                

Foundation administers, so there’s never been a better time to            

donate, or make arrangements to do so. 
  

Contact Fiona Janes at: generalmanager@jsrbfoundation.com or             

040 202 4118 or see the website for more details.  
 
You’ll be amazed at the satisfaction it brings. 

 

 

       

Isabella Moore was in Sydney last 

month to perform for the Oceania 

Woman Opera at the Concourse. 

Alasdair Kent has been singing 

L’italiana in Algeri in Budapest. John 

Longmuir has wowed audiences as 

Camille in Opera Australia’s The 

Merry Widow with scholarship          

recipients Alexander Lewis as 

Danilo and Stacey Alleaume as 

Valencienne alongside international 

Australian soprano Danielle De 

Niese - don’t miss it. Marlena 

Devoe has spent 7 months in Milan. 

In 2018 she will sing Mimi for New Zealand Opera.  Pene Pati and 

Amina Edris will star in L’elisir d’Amore. Mezzo Helen Sherman, 

fresh from her triumphant Poppea with Pinchgut Opera, will sing 

Julius Caesar for Bury Opera in the   

UK in March alongside counter tenor  

Russell Harcourt as Sesto.   
 
The Foundation’s support of the ECP  

finalists is being recognised abroad. 

Left is Katie Lowe with Mari Wyn   

Williams and regular judge Dame Anne Evans at the concert                 

performance of Götterdämmerung for The Mastersingers conducted 

by Tony Legge in London recently. Here’s what one critic had to say. 

“This appropriately incandescent ending was helped by having heard 

Katie Lowe as Brünnhilde. Her Immolation was a wonderfully noble 

account and already ranks among the best I have heard from the 

current generation of singers. Her voice was tireless and full sounding 

with laser-bright top notes, but most importantly there were                 

interpretative insights not so often heard from someone so new to 

Wagner. Only this September Katie won the fourth annual Elizabeth 

Connell Prize for aspiring Dramatic Sopranos. She received $30,000 

and an audition at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden. I have no 

doubt that Katie Lowe will also be a name to look out for in           

coming years.” 

Ksenia Muslanova (left) has been performing 

Metamorphosis of Love in Moscow. Silja 

Aalto has sung Alice Ford in Finland and 

received a Wagner Scholarship to the           

Bayreuth Festival. Emma McDermott has 

also won a Wagner Scholarship in the USA 

recently performing Madama Butterfly in 

South Carolina. Gunta Cēse has sung 

Blanche in A Streetcar Named Desire and Amelia in Ballo in Germany, 

Deirdre Angenent performed Vitellia throughout the Netherlands and 

is currently rehearsing Gertrude in Nancy, France. Mari Wyn Williams 

recently sang Tosca for Opera Projects, UK. New Mum Leah Gordon 

will sing Elettra in Nuremberg in 2018.  

The generous spirit of these artists who gave of their time to present this year’s Joan Sutherland Birthday Concert in November.  
Glenn Amer, Helen Sherman, Laura Scandizzo, Livia Brash, Tristan Entwistle, Giuseppina Grech, Jared Lillehagen and John Longmuir. 

Stacey Alleaume and John Longmuir 
© Jeff Busby & Opera Australia 

 

 

Elizabeth Connell Prize Finalists: Fiona Jopson, Katie Lowe, Silja 

Aalto and Emma McDermott with accompanist David Harper. 

DON’T FORGET TO SEND US YOUR UPDATED EMAIL           
ADDRESS, POSTAL ADDRESS & TEL. CONTACT. ALL CHANGES 

CAN BE SENT TO enquiries@jsrbfoundation.com  
OR CALL (02) 9817 4919 | 040 202 4118 



 

 
 

Join us on Social Media 

P.O. Box 880, Leichhardt NSW 2040 

(02) 9817 4919 | 040 202 4118 

enquiries@jsrbfoundation.com 

ticketing@jsrbfoundation.com 

generalmanager@jsrbfoundation.com 

www.jsrbfoundation 

                IN MEMORIAM 

Lorna Angel OAM  (91)       Dmitri Hvorostovsky (55)              Carol Neblett  (71)                        
        JSRB Patron                          Russian Baritone                       American Soprano

Enzo Dara (79) 
Italian Bass 
 
Siegfried Köhler (94)
German Conductor 
 
Brian Galliford (53) 
British Tenor 
 
Gaetano Bardini (91) 
Italian Tenor 
 
Dudley Simpson (95) 
Australian Composer & 
Conductor at ROH 

Excellence, Education & Encouragement 

Judges: Marilyn Richardson, Richard Bonynge, Glenn Winslade, Adele Johnston, Bernadette Cullen 

Compere Silvio Rivier 
(left). Below the 2017 
JS&RB Bel Canto Award 
Finalists 

Paull-Anthony Keightley (2nd) 

Livia Brash (3rd) 

Above: Oliver Boyd, 
Fiona McArdle, 
Brenton Spiteri. 
Right: Richard          
Bonynge, Bronwyn 
Douglas and 1st 
prize sponsor           
Blake Walker. 

NEW DONORS SINCE NEWSLETTER NO. 15 

Lorna Angel OAM 

Mara Ashmore 

The Hon Gladys Berejiklian MP 

Margaret Binder 

Richard Bonynge AC CBE 

Michael and Gabriella Bremner- Moore 

Donald Cant and Robin Williams 

Maria Luisa Carter 

Consolidated Press Holdings Pty Ltd 

Robin Creevey 

Doug Cremer & Rob Henderson 

Jocelyn Crowe 

James and Sandra Donohoe 

Fitzpatricks Financial Group Foundation 

Foxtel Management Pty Limited 

Dr Gary Geier 

Helen Johnstone 

Jenny Manton 

Le Montage - Sal Navarra 

Maurice Newman AC 

Elisabeth Pidd 

Lady Potter AC 

Sydney Savage Club 

Michael Siddle 

Wagner Society of NSW  

Donna Woodhill 

Carla Zampatti AC OMRI 

Marcella Zemanek 

Anonynmous (1)  

Bronwyn Douglass  
2017 JS&RB Bel Canto Award Winner 


