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Dame Joan Sutherland’s 90th Birthday Concert 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, 6 November 2016 at 3pm - Independent Theatre 
Tickets: 9817 4919 or www.theindependent.org.au 

 

2016 BCA & ECP 
Winners  

Announced 
 

The tenor from Perth and the  

Russian soprano took out this year’s 

top prizes. Seen here with Richard  

Bonynge on the night, Alasdair Kent 

and Kseniia Muslanova gave us 

some stunning singing at this year’s 

competition Final. 
 

Emma Moore was 2nd and Bronwyn 

Douglass 3rd in the BCA. Leah Gordon 

was 2nd and Yasmine Levi-Ellentuck 

3rd in the ECP. All eleven singers 

won cash scholarships. 

Dame Joan’s 90th Birthday Concert 
Sunday 6 November, 2016 at 3pm Independent Theatre, North Sydney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accompanied by Glenn Amer and starring, 

Valda Wilson, Catherine Bouchier, Rachel Bate, Laura King, Imogen-Faith Malfitano, Bronwyn Douglass, 

Thomas Strong, Damian Arnold, Joshua Oxley, Andrew Williams, James Olds, Eugene Raggio 



    
  A Message from the 

      Artistic Director 

 

Welcome to the thirteenth edition of the Bel Canto  

newsletter.  
 

WE’VE HAD A FEW FUNCTIONS!!!! 
The past few months have stretched us enormously.  Five events in three weeks 

was something of a record but thanks to the support of the committee, the  

billets, our Board, patrons and the Australian embassy in Moscow, we managed 

another triumphant Joan Sutherland Dinner, Bonynge Masterclass and                  

competition week. There are many stories from that busy time so I thought I 

would share with you some of the behind-the-scenes dramas that took place. 
 

Altering the dinner date was our first hurdle. We had to re-book everything 

from the venue, flowers, sound, artists, sponsors, reprint flyers then contact 

the 150 people who had already booked. Despite this and a few other  

issues, we had a successful evening featuring some of the finest performers 

we’ve ever showcased. Pumeza Matshikiza (left) was nothing less than  

sensational. The audience loved her, charming us with her South African 

songs, Rusalka and “Oh mio babbino caro”. 

We can’t thank Cyrus Meher-Homji and 

Universal Music enough for bringing her to 

Sydney. Jane Rutter on flute and Vincent 

Colagiuri on piano both played exquisitely. 

Dami Im (below left) wowed the Eurovision 

fans in the audience with her self-accompanied 

rendition of her hit song “Sound of Silence”, 

and Robert McDougall’s lush baritone 

powered its way through “Stars” from Les 

Miserables. Glenn Amer accompanied  

everyone with those Liberace fingers and 

our four bel canto singers, Imogen-Faith 

Malfitano, Alice Girle, Damian Arnold and 

Andrew Williams began the evening with a 

delightful rendition of “A Grand Night for 

Singing” from State Fair. Enormous thanks to 

Mr Alan Jones AO, the mastermind behind 

this successful event for the past four years  

with this year’s evening raising over 

$150,000 for the Capital Fund.  

However….the night before the dinner we 

received an urgent email from ECP finalist 

Kseniia Muslanova saying her visa hadn’t arrived, even though she was due to 

fly to Sydney in three days. Fearing the loss of one of our divas, I spent that 

evening making phone calls and writing letters to the embassy in Moscow.  

At 10pm came the news that her visa had been denied! More calls and letters 

ensued pleading with the embassy, including the Russian Consulate in  

Sydney who advised us to contact Moscow! At midnight there was nothing 

more one could do! Fortunately, luck was on Kseniia’s side! The next morning 

she wrote joyfully to say she now had the correct visa and was coming to Australia.  

With little time to breathe, or sleep after the dinner, Annemarie and Duncan 

Kinnon were up at 5am the next morning, armed with the obligatory koala, to 

collect our first ECP singer Yasmine from the airport. Three more sopranos 

landed on Sunday morning but not before yet another hurdle had presented 

itself, again involving our Russian! Twelve hours before she was due to arrive, 

her billets rang to say they both had the flu and were worried they would give it to 

her! We couldn’t have Kseniia fly all this way to become ill, and with no other 

billets as backups, we went with the simplest solution. We booked her into  

an apartment in the centre of Sydney and breathed a sigh of relief! Should  

anyone be able to find us an apartment sponsor in 2017, we’d be very grateful!!!   
 

 

Over the next week the generosity of our other billets Jenny Barnes, Helen 

and Phil Meddings, Mara Ashmore and the singers all helped Kseniia get to 

each event and show her the sights. Then, one evening, we thought we’d lost 

another soprano so more frantic calls ensued. Fortunately she was just enjoying 

Sydney’s late-night shopping! Anna-Louise Cole came to the rescue with hair 

and makeup suggestions for our visiting divas and Robert Mitchell provided 

his home for the singers to rehearse in with our accompanist David Harper.  

The welcome morning tea was held this year at the beautiful home of Phil 

and Helen Meddings overlooking glorious Sydney Harbour. It was a lovely 

relaxed opportunity for singers, judges, committee, billets, sponsors and a few  

patrons to meet each other before the competition. The Preliminary Final on 

the Thursday had an attentive audience - the Independent Theatre proved to 

be an ideal venue for this event and one we hope to use more often. Saturday’s 

Final at the Sydney Conservatorium was a thrilling afternoon of beautiful 

singing.  Although everyone had their favourite singers, the judges had to 

take into consideration many factors. These included the four arias the singers 

performed over the two days, their potential, musicality, style, study plan and 

their ability to command the stage. I personally would like to thank our billets, 

the judges and committee for the tremendous effort everyone put in to making 

this year’s competition another great success. A full list of the prize winners can 

be found on the website and videos on our YouTube pages. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DAME JOAN  

SUTHERLAND’S 90th  

BIRTHDAY CONCERT 
This concert is to honour the greatest 

bel canto singer of the twentieth 

century and a remarkable Australian. 

It has been held nearly every year 

since 1979 and will no doubt be a 

credit to the singers involved who 

have spent months learning new repertoire to celebrate this auspicious  

occasion. Featuring ensembles from many of Dame Joan’s favourite operas,  

I implore you to come along, bring your friends and help fill the theatre in 

support of these fine young artists for this special anniversary. We are the 

only organisation in Australia, as far as we know, that will be celebrating 

Dame Joan’s 90th, so don’t miss out. Book Now! Thank you, Fiona Janes 

Sunday 6 November, 3pm  

Independent Theatre, Nth Sydney 

Tickets can be purchased through Annemarie on  

02 9817 4919 or directly online via the box office at 

www.theindependent.org.au | 02 9955 3000 

Andrew Williams, Damian Arnold, Imogen-Faith Malfitano  

and Alice Girle at this year’s Bel Canto Dinner. 

It was “A Grand Night for Singing” 

 Inspiring and developing our opera singers for the future! 

 



Dame Joan’s 90th Birthday Book on sale soon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 

Sunday, 19 February, 2017 at 12.00pm 
Sydney Savage Club Lunch and Recital 

We are delighted to collaborate with the Sydney Savage Club for 

this fundraising lunch featuring this year’s Megan Evans OAM  

Encouragement Award winner Zoe Drummond, Damian Arnold 

and Glenn Amer. We sincerely hope you’re able to join us for a 

wonderful afternoon of good food and superb singing in  

support of this important Bel Canto prize. (Parking in grounds or nearby) 
Venue:  Roseville Golf Club, 4 Links Rd, East Roseville 

Time:    12.00pm for pre luncheon drink. Lunch at 1.00pm 

Reservations Essential: $80p.p.                   

Contact: herbsmith@optusnet.com.au | 0412 137 455 or pay by,  
Direct Debit: Sydney Savage Club BSB 062170 A/c 10095936.   Please include name.  

 

SOME IMPORTANT DEBUTS! 
 

 

 

Helen Sherman as  

Octavian with Fflur Wyn                                                                      

as Sophie in Opera 

North’s production of  

Der Rosenkavalier  
© Robert Workman 

 

 

 

 

Stuart Skelton made 

history singing Tristan 

to Nina Stemme’s Isolde 

this month at the  

Metropolitan Opera  

in New York.   
© Ken Howard/The Metropolitan 

Opera 

 

 

 

      WHAT ARE THEY UP TO?                      

We must be doing something right, three of our finalists 

starred in San Francisco Opera’s Opera in the Park recently. 

Julie Adams, Darren Pene Pati and Amina Edris all took 

part and we know Isabella Moore was in the audience. She’s 

also been rubbing shoulders with some famous divas whilst  

studying there, as seen here with Renee Fleming and Susan  

Graham after their performance for the SFO’s Opening Night Gala. 

Pene and Amina will also give a recital on 16 November at 

the Hotel Rex. Unfortunately this concert is already sold out 

but if you’re in SF you may get a last minute return. Pene 

recently covered acclaimed American tenor Lawrence  

Brownlow in Don Pasquale and performed in the Chinese 

opera, Dream of the Red Chamber (above right) with Amina. 

Our latest ECP winner, Kseniia Muslanova is currently  

involved in a production of the Queen of Spades in Moscow 

opening in November. Leah Gordon is presently covering 

Donna Anna at Glyndebourne and will make her debut at the 

Bayerische Staatsoper, Munich in December singing Erste 

Dame in The Magic Flute. Mari Wyn Williams will sing 

Helmwige in the Ring Cycle for Grange Park Opera in 2017. 

Anna-Louise Cole will sing Aida for Opera Australia in 2017 

in Qld and is performing in the current Ring Cycle in Melbourne. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morning Tea for some of our finalists this year. 

DECCA has released 

a new boxed set 

From Melba to  
Sutherland  

featuring rare  

recordings of 80 of 

Australia’s world 

class singers.  

Remastered on this 

stunning 4-CD set. 

Buy yours today.  

 

mailto:herbsmith@optusnet.com.au


  

 

 

P.O. Box 880, Leichhardt NSW 2040 

(02) 9817 4919 | 040 202 4118 

enquiries@jsrbfoundation.com 

ticketing@jsrbfoundation.com 

generalmanager@jsrbfoundation.com 

www.jsrbfoundation 

 

In Memoriam 
Sadly, the great Italian soprano Daniela 

Dessi died in August at the age of 59 as 

did the mighty South African tenor  

Johan Botha in September at the age of 51. 

Join us on our two Facebook pages 

for all the latest news and updates. 

 

Relive the competition Finals by 

viewing our videos on YouTube. 

Go to the Joan Sutherland & Richard 

Bonynge Bel Canto Award page and 

Elizabeth Connell Prize Page 

Yasmine Levi-Ellentuck, Bernadette Cullen (judge), Marilyn Richardson (judge), Rosemary Gunn (judge), Emma Moore, Alexandra Flood, Alasdair Kent, Bronwyn Douglass, Tabatha McFadyen, 

James Olds, Mari Wyn Williams, David Harper (accompanist), Kseniia Muslanova, Richard Bonynge (judge), Anna-Louise Cole, Leah Gordon, Fiona Janes (judge), John Pringle (compere). 


