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Bel Canto 

Julie Adams wins the 2015 Elizabeth Connell Prize 
 
This year’s competition was a strongly contested field of wonderful singing from all          

corners of the globe. Julie Adams from the U.S.A. shone through delivering four fabulous 

arias for the judges. For the final two rounds, Julie sang Lia’s Aria from L’enfant Prodigue, 

Pace, pace mio Dio from La forza del destino, Elsa’s Dream from Lohengrin and Donde 

lieta from La boheme. Second was Teresa Romano from Italy, third was Deirdre Angenent 

from the Netherlands with Elisabeth Rosenberg from the U.S.A and Gunta Cēse from            

Latvia, (also winner of the Universal Prize) both taking home finalist prizes. 

Isabella Moore wins the 2015 Bel Canto Award 
The luscious voice of Isabella Moore took out the top prize this year, Tabatha             

McFadyen 2nd, (HPAF Prize & Tait Prize), Morgan Balfour 3rd (Universal Prize),        

Rebecca Moret 4th (Dante Alighieri Prize) with Daniel Macey and Annika Hinrichs both 

benefiting from finalist prizes. Isabella sang Ernani, Ernani involami from Ernani and 

Pleurez mes yeux from Le Cid. It was a thrilling Final from six very fine young            

singers who performed for an enthusiastic capacity audience in the Verbrugghan Hall. 



                
  A Message from the 
         General Manager 

 
Welcome to the tenth edition of the Bel Canto newsletter.  
 
UPDATE 
The Foundation has had an extraordinary few months since our last 

newsletter - five events and much to celebrate and be proud of. It 

is a testament to our Board of Directors, the committee and all our 

followers and supporters that the foundation continues to grow 

and flourish with each year - 2015 being no exception. 

THE BEL CANTO DINNER 
Le Montage was again the setting for this year’s gala dinner raising 

much needed funds for the Foundation whilst celebrating the great 

Dame Joan Sutherland. Alan Jones AO was in exceptional form again, 

raising an incredible amount of money on the night for our capital 

fund and this year’s competition, thus helping to secure the              

Foundation’s future. Greta Bradman, John Longmuir and Glenn Amer 

delighted the 400 patrons with their performances as did some of our 

Bel Canto singers who not only performed on the night but also 

helped out as roving ambassadors, models and raffle ticket sellers.   

FINALS WEEK 
After the enormous effort of the dinner and the incredible follow up 

that involved, it wasn’t long before the Finals week was upon us. Six 

bel canto singers and five Connell singers all had to be looked after.          

I personally would like to thank Annemarie and Duncan Kinnon for 

collecting the ECP singers from the airport, and to the billets who so 

graciously looked after our visiting divas from afar for the week. 

Credit Suisse again hosted the welcome morning tea for all entrants 

and judges - then things began to get serious. The preliminary ECP 

session came next followed by the Final itself which, like the dinner, 

is somewhat of a logistical nightmare. With so many facets to bring               

together and very little infrastructure or help, we got there in the  

end like ducks paddling furiously underwater.  And what a thrilling 

result and standard of singing it was with so many audience favourites.  
 
I’m often asked what we look for as judges. Many criteria are taken 

into consideration. Voice is of course so important but so is             

potential, what the singer is currently doing or done, their own work 

ethic and drive. Tenacity is a quality we look for in any singer and 

whether or not we think that singer will go on to make a career, 

which is never a certainty. There is also no point giving money to a 

great voice if the personality doesn’t have the emotional ability to 

manage a career or they are simply not motivated to go beyond the 

competition circuit. This is why we interview the singers and ask for a 

study plan. When a singer comes along who ticks all the boxes it is 

exciting for us as judges because that is ultimately what we’re after. 

 
We are delighted for Isabella Moore, Julie 

Adams and all the other finalists who I 

dare say, will go on to greater things and 

perhaps come back and try again for the 

ultimate title. The highlight for many on 

the night was the fabulous playing by 

David Harper, and when all eleven finalists 

sang happy birthday to Richard Bonynge at 

the end of the evening as fellow judge, 

Bernadette Cullen, presented the Maestro 

with a special trophy to mark the occasion.  

________________________________________________________ 
 

RICHARD BONYNGE’S 
VISIT TO SYDNEY  
Seventy members and           

patrons enjoyed a delightful 

lunch marking Richard 

Bonynge’s 85th birthday at           

the Royal Automobile Club in         

September. Soprano Catherine 

Bouchier accompanied by  

Bradley Gilchrist entertained whilst 

former colleagues Anne-Maree 

McDonald (right), Bernadette Cullen 

and Paul Ferris gave brief tributes to 

the Maestro. We were particularly          

thrilled to have board member Lady 

Potter, (below right) in attendance, 

having flown up from Melbourne 

especially for the event. Lady Potter 

has donated considerably to the  

Foundation since its formation and 

continues to honour and support the 

Sutherland and Bonynge names as 

well as young singers through her 

work with Melbourne Opera.       

Special thanks must go to Margaret 

Binder for her donation of the          

magnificent birthday cake which 

featured the Joan Sutherland rose 

and Cleopatra’s music on rice paper. 

In October Richard Bonynge was 

awarded an Honorary Doctorate 

from Sydney University after the 

concert performance of Haydn’s 

L’anima del filosofo he conducted 

for the Sydney Conservatorium of Music. This featured Amelia Farrugia, 

Brad Cooper and Greta Bradman whose album with Bonynge, My Hero, 

continues to top the charts. In conclusion, I do hope you can join us on 

Sunday 8 November for our final concert of the year in Paddington. I 

thank you all for your continued support of the Foundation and wish you a 

Merry Christmas and a very prosperous and music filled 2016..Fiona Janes 
________________________________________________________ 
 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE FOUNDATION 
Membership offers discounts and special invites to certain 

events plus a hard copy of this newsletter. Contact us for a 

form or download one from the website.  Yearly cost: $20 per person. 

 

 Inspiring and developing our opera singers for the future! 



             
  News from afar!!  

 
If you love “Schmaltz” you will certainly love our final concert for the 

year. To assist us with catering call Annemarie Kinnon on 9817 4919 

to reserve your seats today. 
_________________________________________________________________  

WHAT ARE THEY UP TO? 
   
Morgan Balfour took part in a           

masterclass with Renee Flemming        

as part of the Melba Trust Programme. 

Nicole Car has made a triumphant 

Royal Opera House Covent Garden 

debut as Micaëla in Carmen. Isabella 

Moore and Teresa Romano are 

headed for San Francisco to audition for the Merola Programme who have 

made Darren Pene Pati and Amina Edris Adler Fellows for 2016. Julie 

Adams has won first prize in the Bravo Opera Competition in the USA. She 

recently made her San Francisco Opera debut as First Lady and sang in the 

home of Mr & Mrs Gordon Getty in the presence of patron Marilyn 

Horne. Deirdre Angenent has won joint first prize in the Valsesia Music 

Int. Voice Competition in Italy including a contract to sing Venus in Seoul 

in 2016. She also came 3rd in the Leyler Gencer Competition in Istanbul.  

Tabatha McFadyen will sing in the Tait Memorial Trust’s Winter Prom in 

November in London and work with Dennis O’Neill. Darren Pene Pati 

and Anna Dowsley competed in the Neue Stimmen competition in           

Germany with Pene coming 2nd. Marlena Devoe recently sang Mimi in 

Dublin. Amy Corkery, Amanda Windred and Deirdre Angenent are  

competing in the Paris Opera Awards as is Justine Viani who will sing 

Salome, and Sieglinde in an abridged version of the Ring Cycle in the UK in 

2016.  Stacey Alleaume, who’s also been working with Marilyn Horne 

recently, will sing Leila and Micaëla for Opera Australia in Sydney in 2016. 

 
How well do you really know  

these ladies of opera? 
 

Found on Facebook, author unknown, with a few additions from us! 
 

Opera Heroines with Low Self-Esteem Support Group 

Schedule for upcoming meetings. 

All session begin at 2pm and conclude with tea. 

First names only, please.  
 

Tuesday, March 7 - Gilda’s house: Two very special guests! Carmen will 

coach us in saying No and Tosca will speak to us about What to Do 

When He Won’t Take NO for an Answer. 
 
Tuesday, March 14 - Marguerite’s house: Dalila teaches us how to stay 

in control of any situation. 
 
Tuesday, March 21 - Desdemona’s palace: Panel discussion: Violetta 

and Cio-Cio San present different approaches for achieving financial 

independence. 
 
Tuesday, March 28 - Donna Anna’s villa: Elvira discusses “How to Tell if 

He’s Being Unfaithful”. Anna will present her popular workshop, “Is 

your boyfriend a loser?” 
 
Tuesday, 4 April - Mimi’s garret: By popular demand, Isolde repeats 

her presentation on how drugs can cloud your judgement. 
 
Tuesday, April 11 - Zerlina’s farmhouse: Mimi and Violetta on how to 

stop using illness as an excuse. Brunnhilde on self defence.  
 
Tuesday, April 18 - Cio Cio San’s house: Suzuki discusses her new 

book, “Memoirs of an Enabler.” 
 
Tuesday April 25 - The Marschallin’s schloss: Octavian and Cherubino 

will present a workshop on how to be a successful cross–dresser. 
 
Reminder: The first Sunday of every month is our Solidarity Visit to 

Happy Dale Psychiatric Centre to offer encouragement to stricken     

sisters Salome, Elektra, Lucia, Queen of Night and Ophelia. These visits 

help us to appreciate that, no matter how bad things get, they could 

be worse. 
 
May highlights will include a panel discussion on “How to get down 

from that pedestal before they knock you off”, as well as a preview of 

the fabulous new book by Susanna and Rosina, “Using Your Smarts 

with Your Smile”, and a special presentation by Sesto and Romeo on 

what men really want. 
 
Highlight of the year for those needing that little something extra or 

who have simply had enough: Lady Macbeth, Lucrezia and Adriana will 

be giving a weekend workshop on making your own potions and poisons! 

            

 
 Our final event and some operatic humour! 

 

Julie Adams and Marilyn Horne                
 John Longmuir & Greta 
 Bradman at the dinner              



 

Isabella Moore Nance Grant & Richard Bonynge 

Daniel Macey 

Deirdre Angenent 
Teresa Romano 

Julie Adams 

Morgan Balfour 

Deirdre Angenent loving Sydney 
Elisabeth Rosenberg 

Rebecca Moret 

Annika Hinrichs 

 Compere - Silvio Rivier Julie Adams & Isabella Moore 

 Gunta Cēse 

enjoying her aussie trip 

 Gunta Cēse Tabatha McFadyen 

David Harper 

Videos of the finals are on Youtube 

P.O. Box 880, Leichhardt NSW 2040 
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www.jsrbfoundation 

Julie Adams  
with a local! 

Winners... 


