
 
 

 

 

How to Leave a Bequest  

to the  

Joan Sutherland & Richard Bonynge Opera Foundation 
 
 

The Art is in the Giving - give today, make a difference tomorrow 
As a not-for-profit organisation we rely solely on the goodwill and generosity of the community to help us 
perpetuate the Sutherland/Bonynge legacy of supporting young artists.  Philanthropy is the lifeline that 
keeps us at the forefront of this initiative which has lead to the Foundation becoming one of Australia’s 
leading boutique music education programmes. Today, we live in unprecedented times where artists are 
having to choose whether or not to keep pursuing a career in music. This makes the work we do all the 
more important. Our aim is to continue to create strong, confident artists who inspire and excel to ensure 
music continues to fill our hearts and lives.  
 
Leaving a Bequest 
One way of caring for the next generation of singers and perpetuating the Sutherland/Bonynge legacy is 
to consider leaving a Bequest or Gift in your Will. Each individual Bequest will help us support our most          
talented young singers with their studies and ensure the continuation of the Joan Sutherland & Richard 
Bonynge Bel Canto Award and our Scholarship and Performance Programme. If you are considering                  
leaving a Legacy in your Will to the Joan Sutherland & Richard Bonynge Opera Foundation, here is some 
information that may assist you. 
 
What is a Legacy? 
A Legacy is when you leave a Bequest or Gift of personal property to a named person or organisation in 
your Will. It is an instruction in your Will, directing some or all of your estate to be gifted to a charity or        
particular cause. 
 
Types of Bequests 
• You can leave a specific amount of money from your Estate. 
• You can leave a portion, a percentage or the residual of your Estate. 
• You can leave a specific Gift from your Estate. e.g. real estate property, shares, debentures,                  

artworks, jewellery, antiques, musical instruments or other objects of value. 
 
Who can leave a Bequest? 
You don't have to be wealthy to leave a Bequest or Gift - whatever you choose to give will make a                
difference as long as you are over 18 years of age and have a legal Will. 
 
What about my family? 
We are extremely conscious of people’s families and their needs, therefore most people leave a portion  
of their Estate to charity and the rest to their family. We would strongly recommend you discuss                 
clearly with your family and your lawyer your wishes so as to avoid any difficulties with your Estate. 
 
How do I leave a Bequest? 
• It is a simple procedure that allows you to include the JSRB Foundation as a beneficiary in your Will.  
• A Bequest can be made by creating a new Will or by adding a codicil to your existing Will. 
• It is important that the wording regarding your Bequest is very specific. If you have any doubts 

about making a Bequest, please seek advice from a solicitor or lawyer. 
• Bequests or Gifts are usually directed to the Foundation’s tax deductible public fund, the                                

Joan Sutherland & Richard Bonynge Opera Foundation for use at the Board’s discretion. 
• They can also be directed towards a specific purpose. 
 

-2- 

 



Examples of specific purposes 
1. A number of years ago we received a Bequest of $20,000 from the Marja Baudish Estate.   

Dame Joan’s singing had comforted Marja Baudish through a difficult period in her life after suddenly 
losing her son in an accident. The Committee at the time decided to use the Bequest to provide the 
$1,500 prize in the Joan Sutherland & Richard Bonynge Vocal Scholarship. For a number of years that 
prize was called the Marja Baudish Encouragement Award until those funds ran out.  

2. You can perpetuate your love of opera by sponsoring one of our awards or by leaving a specific 
amount of money to be either spread out over a number of years or given as a one off prize or           
donated for general use.  

3. Awards can be named after you or a loved one or donated anonymously. The clearer you are with 
your wishes will help the Board to ensure they follow through with your wishes. 

4. We also fund other projects from time to time. E.g. we assisted Australia’s entrant in the BBC Cardiff 
Singer of the World Competition, mezzo soprano Helen Sherman with one a grant, another to attend 
the San Francisco Conservatory for two years, another the Berlin School of Arts. Another project we 
sponsored was Lawrence Miekle’s performances in the first every recording of Peggy Glanville-Hicks’ 
opera Sappho, as well as our own staged concert performances of Handel’s Rodelinda in                    
Sydney and Melbourne and Richard Bonynge’s recent book Chalet Monet. 

 
Additional important information 
• We would recommend you use a qualified solicitor or lawyer to draw up your Will or any codicil to an 

existing Will. 
• You must be over 18 years of age for a Will to be valid. 
• Your Will must be in writing - handwritten or typed. 
• Your Will must be signed by yourself and two witnesses in a specific way (all using the same pen). 
• The Will must be dated and each page signed by you and your two witnesses. 
• If in doubt, it is always preferable to seek legal advice. 
• Keep your Will in a safe place and tell your executor where it is. 
 
What is the correct wording for a Bequest in my Will? 
We have the following suggested wordings but highly recommend you seek professional advice from a 
qualified solicitor or lawyer when leaving your legacy. 
 
Non-specific legacy 
I hereby bequeath to the JOAN SUTHERLAND & RICHARD BONYNGE OPERA FOUNDATION, a New South 
Wales non-profit organisation (ABN: 61 583 080 824) whose postal address is at P.O. Box 2692, Bowral NSW 
2576, (insert specific item to be given) or the sum of (insert specific amount to be given) for its general            
purposes as determined by the governing Board. 
 
Specific Legacy 
I hereby bequeath to the JOAN SUTHERLAND & RICHARD BONYNGE OPERA FOUNDATION, a New South 
Wales non-profit organisation (ABN: 61 583 080 824) whose postal address is at P.O. Box 2692, Bowral NSW 
2576, (insert specific item to be given) or the sum of (insert specific amount to be given) to be used to fund 
a prize in the Bel Canto Award or, to be used to provide a prize/scholarship/study grant in (insert name) 
name for (insert number of years) number of years or until the legacy runs out. 
 
Keep in touch 
If you are planning to leave a Bequest or Gift to the Foundation in your Will, please let us know so we can 
thank you personally. If you would rather remain anonymous we certainly respect your wishes.  
 
For further information or should you have any questions please contact the General Manager, Fiona Janes 
on 040 202 4118 or at generalmanager@jsrbfoundation.com. 
 

The Joan Sutherland & Richard Bonynge Foundation Ltd 
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