
CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF

MUIR WOODS NATIONAL MONUMENT

1908 refers to the year in which our Founder and CEO Steve Savage’s 

Great Great Uncle — William Kent — saved one of the last great Redwood 

Groves from being sold to lumber interests. He bought all 300 acres and 

presented the property to Teddy Roosevelt and the US Government

as a gift. The land is now known as Muir Woods National Park.

Please note the letters are retyped here for easier reading, the letters 

retain their original syntax.



The White House

Washington

January 22,  1908

My dear  Mr.  Kent :

 I  have just  received f rom Secretary  Garf ie ld your  very  generous 

let ter  enc los ing the gi f t  of  Redwood Canyon to the Nat ional  Government 

to be kept  as  a  perpetual  park  for  the preservat ion of  the giant  redwoods 

there in and to be named the Muir  Nat ional  Monument.  You have 

doubt less  seen my proclamat ion of  January 9th,  instant ,  c reat ing th is  

monument.  I  thank you most  heart i ly  for  th is  s ingular ly  generous and 

publ ic  spi r i ted act ion on your  part .  Al l  Amer icans who pr ize the 

undamaged,  and especia l ly  those who rea l i ze the l i tera l ly  unique va lue of  

the grover  of  g iant  t rees,  must  feel  that  you have conferred a great  and 

last ing benef i t  upon the whole country.

 I  have a very  great  admirat ion for  John Muir ;  but  a f ter  a l l ,  my dear  

s i r,  th is  i s  your  g i f t .  No other  land than that  which you give is  inc luded in  

th is  t ract  of  near ly  300 acres  and I  should great ly  l ike to name the 

monument the Kent  Monument i f  you wi l l  permit  i t .

S incere ly  yours ,



Kentf ie ld,  Cal i forn ia

January 30,  1908

To the Pres ident ,

Washington,  D.C.

My dear  Mr.  Roosevel t :

 I  thank you f rom the bottom of  my heart  for  your  message of  

apprec iat ion,  and hope and bel ieve i t  wi l l  s t rengthen me to go on in  an 

at tempt to save more of  the prec ious  and vanish ing glor ies  of  nature for  

a  people too s low of  percept ion.

 Your  k ind suggest ion of  a  change of  name is  not  one that  I  can 

accept .  So many mi l l ions of  better  people have died forgotten,  that  to 

s tenci l  one’s  own name on a benefact ion,  seems to carry  wi th i t  an 

impl icat ion of  mundane immorta l i ty,  as  being something impurchasable.

 I  have f ive good,  husky boys that  I  am t ry ing to br ing up to a  

knowledge of  democracy and to a  rea l i z ing sense of  the r ights  of  the 

“other  fe l low”,  doctr ines which you,  s i r,  have taught  wi th more v igor  and 

effect  than any man in  my t ime.  I f  these boys cannot  keep the name of  

Kent  a l ive,  I  am wi l l ing i t  should be forgotten.

 I  have th is  day send you by mai l  a  few photographs of  Muir  Woods,  

and t rust  that  you wi l l  bel ieve,  before you see the rea l ty  th ing (which I  

hope wi l l  be soon)  that  our  Nat ion has acqui red something worth whi le .

Yours  t ru ly,


