
We want to make our ideas as eco-friendly  
as possible, so we try and suggest ways to  
re-use everyday things in your creations.

Make + Wonder  
Teacher Kit
This teacher kit includes three 
stories and art ideas 
• Lauren Child
• Alma Thomas
• Simryn Gill

The box contains ideas and materials 
to encourage creativity and spark your 
children’s imagination. There are no rules!

Top Tip

Adults only need to provide materials and let 
children use their imagination and explore.



 

There are no rules  
for exploring.  
Here are some good ideas 
to help children explore

• Keep trying out new ideas.  
You have awesome ideas!

• It’s good to take some risks

• It’s OK to get annoyed when things 
go wrong - keep trying

• Getting things wrong and making 
mistakes is OK

• Sometimes we need grown ups to 
help us do tricky things

• Sometimes you need to make a 
mess while you explore and help  
to tidy up at the end

• Use our resources in any way -  
we love to see your amazing 
creations

Have fun exploring  
and creating!

Share photos of 
your creations with 
#makeandwonder on 
Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram.



Process
• Collect collage materials to make your own 
picture. Collect patterns for wallpaper,  
cut out pictures from magazines, photos  
and your own drawings

• Stick your pictures to the inside of the box,  
to make a mini stage set

• Draw your own characters, and use the card 
stands to make them stand up

More Ideas
• Can you use your picture and characters to 
tell a story? 

Talk Ideas
• I like how the colours look together 
• I noticed that you added lots of hair
• I wonder what it will look like if you add  
some fluffy material



Explore collage
Combine pictures, 
patterns and drawings  
to create Lauren Child 
style collages

Materials
• Collage paper (included)

• Washi tape (included)

• Glue (included)

• Sharpie (included)

• Glue (included)

• Card up stands (included)

• Scissors

• Box (use ours)





Lauren Child 
Lauren was born in Malborough, Wiltshire.  
Lauren’s birth name was Helen, and she changed 
it to Lauren when she was a child. She has two 
sisters and her parents were teachers. After art 
college Lauren wasn’t sure what she wanted 
to do. She had many different jobs while she 
worked this out. She drew some dots for Damien 
Hirst, made window displays in Harvey Nichols, 
made furniture, decorated china and set up a 
lampshade-making company

Lauren began to draw some picture books, but 
nobody wanted to print them. This didn’t stop 
Lauren; she kept trying and wrote more books. 
Lauren invented the character “Clarice Bean”  
and wrote lots of funny books about Clarice 
Bean. Lauren created the witty and funny  
‘Charlie and Lola’ books. Lauren’s beautiful 
Illustrations contain a mixture of magazine 
cuttings, photographs, collage, fabric, drawings 
and watercolour paintings.

Lauren was made the Children’s Laureate in 
2017. This important award is given to writers 
to celebrate their work. Lauren is passionate 
about illustration and how pictures can often 
communicate ideas more clearly than words.





Alma Thomas
Alma was born in Georgia in the USA in 1891, 
the oldest of four children. Her dad was a 
businessman and her mum a dress designer.  
Alma was really creative as child and liked to 
make puppets, sculptures and plates out of clay 
from the river near her house.

Alma wasn’t known as a professional artist 
until she retired from teaching. Colour was very 
important to her and she tried to focus on beauty 
and happiness. Alma’s technique was to draw 
faint patterns and shapes and fill the canvas 
with paint afterwards. She liked to paint things 
from different angles and used lots of dots in a 
pointillist style of painting. Inspired by the moon 
landings she painted a series called Space, 
Snoopy and Earth using dramatic contrasting 
colours to create mood. 
Alma was the first African American to have a 
solo show at the Whitney museum of Modern Art. 
Michelle Obama chose two of Alma’s paintings to 
hang in the White House in 2009.



Create a 
collage picture
Make a bright colourful 
picture
• Coloured paper (included)

• White paper (included)

• Scissors

• Glue (included)



 
 

Process
•  Alma made her artwork ‘Watsui’ by  
manipulating Matisse’s ‘Snail’ artwork.  
She changed the colours and shifted the  
shapes around to make it her own

• The picture is made of cut up shapes arranged 
in a full circle. It does not look like a ‘real’ snail  
but the shapes remind us of a snail

• Cut out your own abstract shapes and arrange 
them

• Do your shapes remind you of something?  
A bird, an elephant, a house, a face?

• More ideas
• Can you make a cut out paper version of  
a drawing you have done?

Talk ideas
• The shapes remind me of a ....

• I like how you used contrasting colours



Simryn Gill
Artist 



Simryn Gill
Simryn was born in Singapore in 1959. She grew 
up in Malaysia. She now lives in Malaysia and 
Australia.

Simryn makes intersting art from things she finds 
in the world around her. She arranges objects 
and groups them together to make art. She looks 
closely at the small details, such as trees, flowers, 
the local market, houses, cafés, things dropped 
on the ground, or washed up on beaches.

Simryn took lots of photos of people going about 
their daily tasks, but replaced their heads with 
tropical fruit. The photos are funny but they also 
make you think about how we are connected to 
nature. 

Simryn also works a lot with paper. She made 
a series of necklaces for friends by turning the 
pages of their favourite books into beads.



Explore land art
Simryn used natural 
objects and household 
items to make fab land art 

Materials
• Natural objects 
• Household objects



Process
• Go for a nature walk and collect lots 
of interesting things - pebbles, shells, 
conkers, leaves and flowers

• Arrange your natural items with 
some household items

• Try to arrange in lines, spirals and 
different shapes

• Can you make a repeating pattern?

More ideas
•  Take a photo of your land art

Talk ideas
• Wow, look at that pattern?

• How did you make that shape? 


