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Consistent. Humane. Compliant.

NEX is suitable for 
poultry, game, and 
waterfowl weighing 
up to 5kg.

Hold the NEX between the 
first and middle fingers of 
your preferred hand.

Poultry and game birds may have to be killed on farm, at a 
shoot or in your back yard for many reasons. Whether they 
are sick, injured, for the welfare management of your flock 
or at the end of their natural, productive life, it must be done 
with care and confidence in order to prevent unnecessary 
suffering to the bird.
The Livetec NEX® is a mechanical device to assist in the neck 
dislocation of poultry, game and waterfowl. It can be used 
on birds up to a weight of 5kg and there is no limit on the 
number of birds that can be despatched per day. When used 
following the instructions over leaf, it is a mechanical method 
of cervical dislocation, compliant with the European Directive 
on the Protection of Animals at the time of killing (EU 
1099/2009) and the UK regulations on the Welfare of Animals 
at the Time of Killing (England & Wales 2015, Scotland 2012).

The Livetec NEX® has been developed following several 
years of scientific research and field trials. The initial 
concept was developed during research undertaken by 
Dr Jess Martin with SRUC and the University of Glasgow, 
funded by the Humane Slaughter Association Centenary 
Research Training Scholarship. Dr Martin investigated 
existing and novel devices for despatching individual 
birds. Her research concluded that with regard to reliability, 
humaneness and consistency the NEX was the most 
successful novel method.
Livetec Systems have taken the prototype device and, 
following extensive field trials and user feedback, developed 
a simple to use and robust device to ensure that neck 
dislocation is carried out consistently, compliantly and 
humanely, protecting the welfare of the bird at all times.



How to use the 
Livetec NEX®
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Place the NEX 
around the bird’s 
neck, immediately 
behind the head,  
with your palm  
facing down.
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… while tilting the bird’s 
head directly back and 
upwards, pushing the 
central edge of the 
NEX into the back of 
the bird’s head/top of 
the neck.

Take care not to rotate 
the head left or right.
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You will be able to feel 
the neck extend and 
the bird should rapidly 
wing flap and convulse. 

Immediately check for 
signs of bird death – at 
least a good two finger 
gap in the neck.
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Using the same 
technique as manual 
neck dislocation, in 
one swift movement 
stretch the bird’s 
neck downwards… 
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Confirm no rhythmic 
breathing or eye 
reflexes present.
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Hold the bird by 
the legs and rest 
its underside 
against your  
opposite thigh.

The edge of the NEX, 
between the fingers should 
rest just behind the bird’s 
skull, at the top of the neck.

Close your thumb, fourth and 
little finger under the bird’s 
head to secure it in place.
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