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Thank you for purchasing this DIY leathercrafting kit! Our premium 9oz Horween leather belt is built to last a 

lifetime and is a great gift for someone special or yourself. The kit that you will receive comes with a raw 

strap and keeper that will build a belt up to 42 waist size. If you require a larger size please reach out and 

we will assist you. We’ve included (almost) everything you need to construct and finish your own, just 

follow the instructions below. 

 
Watch our video instructions here: https://www.popovleather.com/YOUTUBE 
We strongly recommend watching this video, these written instructions are much easier to follow 
when you can see the motion of our work and hear us explain the process. Please like and subscribe 
to our YouTube channel to get future videos and updates on all our DIY kits. 
 

 
Buy your DIY kits here: https://www.popovleather.com/DIY 
Your choice of thread and leather options. Great for learning how to craft leather goods in the 
comfort of your home. 
 

 
For personal use only 
These DIY kits are for personal use. The product design is designed and owned by Popov Leather 
Ltd. Any commercial use of this product is prohibited. 
 

 

 

https://www.popovleather.com/YOUTUBE
https://www.popovleather.com/YOUTUBE
https://www.popovleather.com/
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Included: 
 

- 2 Lengths of Tiger Thread 
- 2 Harness Needles for Sewing 
- 1 Length BELT Leather 
- 1 Matching Keeper 
- 1 Buckle 
- 3 Chicago Screws 
- Printable PDF Template 
 

Not Included: 
 

- Flat head screwdriver 
- Scissors 
- Lighter 
- Tape Measure 
- Wood Board 

 
  

Optional items available for purchase at www. popovleather.com: 

• Strap End Punch (https://www.popovleather.com/collections/diy-make-along-with-popov-

leather/products/strap-end-punch-40mm) 

• 4mm Hole Punch (https://www.popovleather.com/collections/diy-make-along-with-popov-

leather/products/hole-punch-4mm) 

• Advanced Burnishing Kit (https://www.popovleather.com/collections/diy-make-along-with-

popov-leather/products/advanced-burnishing-kit) 

• Nylon Maul (https://www.popovleather.com/collections/diy-make-along-with-popov-

leather/products/leatherworkers-maul) 

• Alphabet Stamping Kit (https://www.popovleather.com/collections/diy-make-along-with-

popov-leather/products/alphabet-stamp-set) 

 

https://www.popovleather.com/collections/diy-make-along-with-popov-leather/products/strap-end-punch-40mm
https://www.popovleather.com/collections/diy-make-along-with-popov-leather/products/strap-end-punch-40mm
https://www.popovleather.com/collections/diy-make-along-with-popov-leather/products/hole-punch-4mm
https://www.popovleather.com/collections/diy-make-along-with-popov-leather/products/hole-punch-4mm
https://www.popovleather.com/collections/diy-make-along-with-popov-leather/products/advanced-burnishing-kit
https://www.popovleather.com/collections/diy-make-along-with-popov-leather/products/advanced-burnishing-kit
https://www.popovleather.com/collections/diy-make-along-with-popov-leather/products/leatherworkers-maul
https://www.popovleather.com/collections/diy-make-along-with-popov-leather/products/leatherworkers-maul
https://www.popovleather.com/collections/diy-make-along-with-popov-leather/products/alphabet-stamp-set
https://www.popovleather.com/collections/diy-make-along-with-popov-leather/products/alphabet-stamp-set
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You can measure your belt in a few different ways, you can use a pair of well fitting pants and add 2” to the size to 

achieve your belt size. OR you can use an existing belt. 

 

Measure and mark your belt length by laying the belt out flat with the end folded over as if the buckle were installed. 

Line this end up with the end of a table or bench. Use the tape measure from the end of the table and mark the center 

of the belt will the dull end of a tool. This will be the center hole of your belt which will give you the option of using 3 

holes on either side of your center mark.  

 

Download the template free at popovleather.com/DIY for reference. Use it to cut out and place the center 

hole of the template over the mark you made when you measured your belt. Use the strap end punch to 

lightly mark the position of the end of the belt by applying gentle pressure. Mark the holes the same way 

using the hole punch.  

 
Our kit does not include a measuring tape. You can also use your favorite belt with your most used 
hole to measure your new belt. See more detailed information online at 
www.popovleather.com/youtube 
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Use a 4mm punch over a block of wood or old cutting board to punch out the holes. We are using a poly 

cutting board. Using the strap end punch, lightly press the marked end of the belt to ensure that it is 

straight. Punch the end of your belt. 

 

 
Pro Tip: You may want to practice using the strap end punch and hole punch at the very end of the 
belt before you commit to the final punches on the belt   

 

Use the 4mm punch, widen the holes on the other end for the Chicago screws. 
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If you’ve chosen to finish the edges, and have purchased the Advanced Burnishing Kit from Popov 

Leather, use the hand beveler to practice on the scrap cut off belt. Use even pressure and long strokes to 

achieve a consistent look. 

 

Now that you’ve practiced, use the hand beveler to edge all sides of your belt keeping away from the tip. 

Bevel the keeper as well. 

 

Use Popov Leather Balm and your finger or a soft cloth to cover the raw exposed edges of your belt and 

keeper carefully. Now using the Rosewood Hand Burnisher and the appropriate groove size, rub the edges 

smooth and work the leather balm into newly edged belt and keeper. 
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Prepare your thread for sewing. Attach one needle to both ends of a single piece of thread. You have 2 

lengths of thread included in your kit; one is a spare. 

 

Put thread through the needle eye, then pull the thread through about 5 cm. Take that same needle and 

pierce the length of thread you pulled through the needle eye. Then pull the thread to complete a knot. 

Repeat step these steps on the other end of the thread. You should have one length of thread with 1 needle 

knotted on both ends. 

 

Start with the thread stretched straight underneath the top of the keeper with the holes overlapping one 

another.  
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While pinching the keeper tightly closed and lined up use the thread to loop around both sides coming up 

through the hole. Keep the tension tight and repeat 3 times. When you are ready to tie off, threads need to 

both be pulled through the hole toward the inside. Achieve this by fishing the top thread under the loops 

and back down through the hole. This will lock the stitch. Double tie off the ends on the inside of the 

keeper. Snip the ends and burn the threads.  
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Remove the plastic tab off the belt buckle. Install the buckle carefully to be sure the prong is oriented 

correctly. Using a flat head screwdriver, install the first Chicago screw. Keep pressure with your finger on the 

front of the Chicago screw to ensure that it doesn’t turn. 

 

Slide the keeper into place with the sewn side hidden between the layers. Install the second Chicago screw.  
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Voila! All done! Enjoy your new Premium Belt! 

This is one in a series of DIY kits we hope to release. Nothing is ever perfect, so if you have any difficulty 

with your kit, please reach out: hello@popovleather.com We can help and we will use your feedback to 

make our instructions and kit even better. 

Would you like to make other things? Tell us! 

Tag us on Instagram with the hashtag #makewithpopov and show us what your wallet looks like! 


