
H-58 Tenon Swedger 

Instructions 

The New H-58 heavy duty tenon Swedger is designed to help you 

both shrink and true tenons on Saxophones and Bass Clarinets. 

  

To operate: 

      Loosen Part A. Be sure Part C does not intrude into the collet 

receiver portion of Part E.  

      Slide the collet Part D you’re going to use into the bore of Part E. 

lightly tighten by hand Part C into the machined relief of Part D just 

enough to hold the collet from spinning in the bore. 

Over tightening Part C can damage the collet bore. 

      At this point we recommend using a lubricant. We have 

used our Z-6 mixed with a petroleum jelly product as per 

instructions on the can. 

     Next, Install the lubricated tenon of the neck into Part D and 

tighten Part A until a resistance is felt. 

      Now there are two methods used to shrink the tenons. You can use 

one or both and decide which one you prefer or you may use them both 

in different situations and at different times. 

      The first method is to use the tool very much the same as you 

would a flute tenon shrinker. That is, tightening the tool a little and 

turning the neck in the tool, watching the tubing very carefully and 

being careful not to kink it. 

      It is NOT recommended to tighten Part A more than 1/12 of a turn 

at a time, for proper swedging. (From numeral 1 to numeral 2 on a 

clock, for example) Carefully rotate the neck back and forth in a 

swedging motion. 

      DO NOT try turning the neck in the tool if the neck starts to 

distort or twist, It will kink!  Stop! Loosen Part A and start over 

again. 

      The second and most preferred method is to put the neck tenon 

into the set up tool and tighten the tool 1/4 turn, loosen the tool, rotate 

the neck 1/4 turn or so and then tighten the tool 1/4 turn again.  

     



     Repeating as necessary until you get all the way around the tenon. 

Test fit and then if necessary, go around again, perhaps not tightening 

the tool up quite as mush, as you deem necessary. Always use the tool 

equally. 

      Note: 

     Some of you are going to just squeeze the tenon and hope for the 

best. That can work but, it is a gamble. Be sure, if using this 

unapproved method, that you do not get a "line" down the side of the 

tenon that may cause an air leak. Tighten, turn, tighten, loose, turn, 

etc... to help avoid getting a line. 

The whole idea is NOT to sand or file to fit. 

       Part B is only to be used if the collet is stuck in the holder. You 

turn the cap screw in to push the block open to remove the collet and 

remove the cap screw. If you leave the cap screw in and do not back it 

off you will damage the threads on Part A when you go to use it again. 

You might never need to use the cap screw but, it`s there if you need 

it. 

      This great H-58 tool mounts in your vise. It comes equipped with 6 

collets for most alto and tenor Saxes in existence and a hex key for 

Part B. 

      The two smaller collets provided fit most alto Saxes and the four 

larger collets provided are for most tenors. 

 

 


