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PAINTING FABRIC 

WITH BLAKE & 

TAYLOR CHALK 

FURNITURE 

PAINT

Blake & Taylor Chalk Furniture Paint is 

so versatile it can be used on many 

different surfaces, including fabric. 

Painting upholstery using Blake & 

Taylor Paint is a fantastic way to 

revitalise worn-out furniture and inject 

your personal style into your living 

space. This step-by-step guide will 

walk you through the process, from 

preparation to finishing touches, 

ensuring that even if you're a beginner, 

you can achieve stunning results. You 

can try experimenting with printing and 

stencilling to introduce pattern and 

design. 

We'll show you how with this step by 

step guide to using Blake & Taylor Paint 

on your fabrics.

B E F O R E
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Painting upholstery  is a cost effective way to update rather than re-covering

Works best on natural fabrics such as cotton and linen.  Great on leather.

Easy application with a brush

Perfect for a quick change for outdated fabric prints

Versatile and easy to apply

Colourfast 

A F T E R
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♻  You'll be helping the environment and preventing old pieces 

ending up in landfill 

💲 Save your money and don't buy new. You might even make extra 

money restoring furniture and selling it on to others 

🧑 🎨 Be your own artist. Create your own style which reflects your 

personality, choosing your own colour palette 

❤  Enjoy the satisfaction of creating something you love

W H Y  S H O U L D  Y O U  U P C Y C L E  

R A T H E R  T H A N  B U Y  N E W ?
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W H E R E  T O  

S T A R T

Before you begin you' l l  need to  

assess the condit ion of  your  

furn i ture  making sure there are 

no holes  or  tears  in  the fabr ic .  

Do any necessar y repairs  f i rst . Spray bottle•

Paintbrushes  •

Container to mix paint •

Masking Tape•

Fine grade sandpaper•

Wax •

Basic Tools

Natural  fabr ics  such as cotton,  

l inen and leather  work best

•

You' l l  need fewer layers  of  paint  i f  

you work with l ight  co loured 

fabr ics  without  lots  of  bold 

pattern .

•

Choose smooth weave fabr ics  

without  heavy texture or  nap.  

Velvets  and heavi ly  textured 

fabr ics  can be painted but  the 

f inal  fee l  and overal l  texture wi l l  

be changed by paint ing.  

•

C h o o s i n g  y o u r  

f a b r i c
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Make sure your  p iece is  

c lean.  Use masking tape to  

tape off  any areas you are 

not  paint ing,  l ike  chair  legs 

or  f rame.  Dampen your  

fabr ic  with a spray bott le  

and th in  out  your  paint .

1
Prep

General ly  2-3 coats  wi l l  be 

needed depending on the 

colour,  pattern and texture 

of  your  fabr ic .

2
Paint

Paint

Once the paint  has dr ied i t  

can be l ight ly  sanded and 

wax appl ied for  a  softer  

f in ish

3
Protect

B L A K E  &  T A Y L O R  

P A I N T  

E A S Y  A S  1 , 2 , 3

6



P R E P A R I N G  Y O U R  

F A B R I C  F O R  

P A I N T I N G

D A M P E N  T H E  

F A B R I C  A N D  T H I N  

O U T  Y O U R  P A I N T

Your  upholstered fabr ic  must  be c lean and 

f ree f rom any debr is .   Give the fabr ic  a  

good vacuum making sure to  remove any 

pet  hair.   Spot  c lean any sta ins or  marks 

and let  i t  dr y.

The most  impor tant  steps to  

paint ing fabr ic  with Blake & 

Taylor  Paint  is  to  work with a 

damp sur face and th inned 

paint .   Use a f ine mist ing 

spray  to  dampen your  fabr ic .  

This  a l lows the paint  to  soak 

into the fabr ic  f ibres more 

easi ly.  

Pour  a  smal l  amount  of  your  paint  into a sui table  mix ing container.   

S lowly add smal l  amounts of  water  a  l i t t le  at  a  t ime and mix wel l .   Tr y  

a 1 :2  water  to  paint  rat io  to  star t  with and test  an area.   I f  th is  dr ies  

with a hard texture t r y  a  1 :1  rat io.   The paint  should be th in  enough so 

that  i t  is  absorbed into the fabr ic  f ibres.
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1
Your First  Coat

P ro tec t  any  areas  you  are  

not  pa int ing  wi th  mask ing  

tape .   Once  you  have  the  

r ight  cons is tency  o f  pa int  

use  a  brush  to  app ly  pa int  

to  your  fabr ic .   App ly  one  

coat .   You  might  not i ce  

that  the  pa int  appears  

patchy,  th is  i s  normal  

wi th  the  f i rs t  app l i cat ion .   

I f  you  are  cover ing  a  

pat te rned  sur face  you  wi l l  

p robab ly  s t i l l  see  th is  

pat te rn  through the  pa int .   

Th is  wi l l  be  covered  wi th  

the  next  coats .   A l low to  

dr y  thorough ly  over  n ight .   

I f  poss ib le  leave  i t  in  the  

sun .

P A I N T I N G  Y O U R  F A B R I C

2
Y o u r  S e c o n d  C o a t

M a k e  s u r e  t h e  f i r s t  c o a t  i s  

t h o r o u g h l y  d r y .  L i g h t l y  

s a n d i n g  w i t h  a  f i n e  g r i t  

s a n d p a p e r  w i l l  s m o o t h  o u t  

t h e  s u r f a c e .  C l e a n  o f f  a n y  

d u s t .  A p p l y  y o u r  s e c o n d  

c o a t .  I f  y o u r  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  

h a d  a  b o l d  p a t t e r n  y o u  w i l l  

n o w  n o t i c e  i t  s t a r t i n g  t o  

d i s a p p e a r .  Tw o  c o a t s  m a y  

b e  e n o u g h  i f  y o u  a r e  

w o r k i n g  w i t h  a  p l a i n  f a b r i c .  

A  t h i r d  c o a t  m i g h t  b e  

n e e d e d  i f  y o u  c a n  s t i l l  s e e  

t h e  o r i g i n a l  p a t t e r n  

s h o w i n g  t h r o u g h .  A l l o w  t o  

d r y  i n  t h e  s u n  o r  o v e r  

n i g h t .
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3
Your Third Coat  and 

Wax

A p p l y  y o u r  t h i r d  c o a t  i f  
n e e d e d .   O n c e  t h o r o u g h l y  
d r y,  s a n d  w i t h  a  f i n e  g r a d e  
s a n d p a p e r  a n d  r e m o v e  
d u s t .   Yo u  c a n  l e a v e  y o u r  
p i e c e  a s  i t  i s ,  b u t  a p p l y i n g  
n a t u r a l  w a x  w i l l  g i v e  i t  a  
s o f t e r  f e e l  a n d  a d d e d  
p r o t e c t i o n .  A p p l y  a  t h i n  
c o a t  o f  w a x  w i t h  e i t h e r  a  
l i n t  f r e e  c l o t h  o r  c l e a n  
b r u s h .  W i p e  a w a y  a n y  
exc e s s  w a x  a n d  l e a v e  f o r  
2 4 h o u r s  t o  f u l l y  d r y.  I t  w i l l  
t a ke  7  d a y s  f o r  i t  t o  f u l l y  
c u r e .

B E F O R E

A F T E R

Two coats

Three coats
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F A Q  W I T H  

P A I N T I N G  

F A B R I C

Wil l  the paint  come off  when I  

s i t  on i t?   

No stain ing or  co lour  t ransfer  

wi l l  happen.

Should you seal  the paint?

Seal ing the paint  wi l l  g ive i t  

added protect ion.   You can 

seal  with heat ,  e i ther  with an 

i ron or  dr y ing in  the sun,  or  

you can apply  our  natural  wax .

Does the paint  make the 

sur face hard and st i f f ?

No.   I f  you th in  out  your  paint  

to  the r ight  consistency and 

dampen your  fabr ic  before 

appl icat ion,  th is  should not  

happen.  Also,  paint  with th in  

coats  and no more than 3 

layers .

E x p e r i m e n t  w i t h  

s t e n c i l s  o r  o t h e r   

p r i n t i n g  

t e c h n i q u e s  t o  

a d d  s o m e  p a t t e r n

HAVE FUN!
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S H A R E  Y O U R  N E W L Y  P A I N T E D  

F U R N I T U R E  W I T H  U S

Follow and share on 

Facebook 

Blake & Taylor Paint

Follow us on Instagram 

@blakeandtaylorpaint 

and tag your photos

Send us your pictures via email 

info@blakeandtaylorpaint.com.au

We love seeing what  you have created,  so share your  p ictures with us !   

You might  just  inspire  someone e lse to  p ick  up a paintbrush when they see 

how easy i t  is  to  t ransform your  f i rst  p iece of  furn i ture .   

Check out our other painting guides at 

www.blakeandtaylorpaint.com.au
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