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Accell’'s PowerGenius review:
“  The outlets rotate so that
"™ none get blocked
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g1 Accell PowerGenius Rotating Outlet Surge
Protector (Model DDBOB'DESK] ) MSI's GTBO Titan SLI gaming
"|| *dkkk  530.00 4 ’% laptop is faster than your
3 i . i . ) . desktop
This surge-protector's rotating outlets are its primary claim to fame; it's an
g4 ingenious solution to the common problem of one power adapter blocking -
adjacent outlets on the strip. H [ty otz Sl ke
m oso money?
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m In an ideal world, every power adapter would be an in-line brick with its plug on the end of
1
3 a pigtail. Until we realize that world, Accell's PowerGenius surge protector might be the T
next best thing. OO
5l
It .seems M.ke no matter how the outlets Oh the typ\.cal outlet strip are or\er.ﬁec?, you always The 15 best
".I wind up with one or more adapters blocking an adjacent plug and rendering it useless. Android games to
3 Not this one. Each of the PowerGenius's six outlets rotates 180 degrees so that no play right now
a1 matter how large of a wall wart you plug into it, the next outlet won't be blocked. In addition
to its six outlets, the strip has two USB charging ports that can deliver 5 volts and 2.4
|3||| amps directly to a USB device—no adapter needed. HTC One M9
The two ports share that power, however; the port labeled “tablet” can deliver a maximum review: A
an of 2.4 amps, while the port labeled “phone” can deliver a maximum of 1.0 amps. Plug in disappointingly
m two phones that draw 1.0 amp each, and the strip can charge both at full speed. Plug ina good phone
3' phone drawing 1.0 amps and a tablet drawing 2.4 amps at the same time, and Accell
estimates the strip will charge bath devices 55 percent as fast. If you don't need the USB Tested: The Galaxy
31 feature, Accell also offers a less-expensive model that has 7 outlets but no USB ports. S6 is one of the
best camera
"II phones ever
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The rest of PowerGenius's features are pretty standard fare: The strip comes with a six-
foot grounded cable, and it has a red LED to indicate when it's properly grounded and a
green LED to indicate when it's delivering active protection. It's equipped with a 15-amp
circuit breaker that will shut the power strip down if a connected device malfunctions or
total power draw exceeds its 1800-watt capacity.

The MOVs {metal-oxide varistors) that enable the PowerGenius to protect connected
devices from power surges are encased in a fireproof material that prevents them from
igniting in the event of a massive power surge. Once the strip is no longer capable of
absorbing power surges, it will cease to conduct power to its outlets to protect connected
devices.

The

The PowerGenius is a prefty terrific surge suppressor, but two features found on the
Tripp Lite TLPEOGDIMUSE would make it even better: A set of sturdy clamps to secure it
to the edge of your work surface, and locating the master toggle switch on the end of the
strip—where the power cord emerges—instead of the top. The switch is somewhat
recessed in its present location, but | did depress it unintentionally and turn the strip off
while | was plugging a power adapfer into the closest outlet.

| can't say those two criticisms are more important than the rofating outlets, however,
they're a fabulous idea.

Related: Power Supply  Accessories
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Accell PowerGenius Rotating Outlet
Surge Protector (Model D0808-025K)

At aGlance

This surge-protector's rotating outlets are its primary claim to fame; it's an
ingenious solution to the commeon problem of one power adapter blocking
adjacent outlets on the strip.

View full product specs »

Price when rated:  $30

Pros

+ Outlets rotate, so no single power
adapter blocks another outlet

« Dual USB charging ports

+ B-foot power cord

Cons
« NMaster power switch could be better
located
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Michael Brown senior Editor

m W Follow @brownieshg | [ Follow Ea

3 Michael is the lead editor of IDG's TechHive property, which is focused on
g4 the connected-home and home-entertainment markets. He's an early

adopter of connected-home technology. having built his own smart heme in

m 2007, which he uses as a real-world test lab when reviewing new products. Michael also reviews

3 home-networking products for TechHive and PCWorld
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to Nothing for Solar Panels For Those Of Us That Have

Solar America
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Top 10 Best Cloud Storage
Cloud Storage Providers Reviewed. Read Our in Depth Reviews!
TheTop10BestOnlineBackup.com
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100% Free Cloud Storage
m Backup Your PC Online and Access Your Files Anywhere. Anytime.
3' www.JustCloud.com
g1 ORIGIN PC Custom Built PC
Started by former AW execs. Customize your desktop or laptop today
m OriginPC.com
[]
3 Microsoft Security
Free Download. Version for Windows. Microsoft Security Essentials
8+ PC-file.com/Microsoft-Security
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in the dark.

Keep visual hackers

Download the free PCWorld Daily iPad App!
Check out PCWorld Daily and uncover the latest in the PC ecosystem for
heme, business, or play

Agile Development, Better Software & DevOps Conference West
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Don’t wait to upgrade your home with the latest smart home
technology.

‘With QNAP's NAS, you can set up your home with the best tech for the
ultimate smart home experience.

Managing Mac in a Windows world
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Don’t subject yourself to a slow home network. Try unlimited courses from Skillfeed, free!
A network using QNAP's NAS is optimized for high speeds and maximal Leamn tech, coding, design, and more-free for 30 days.
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