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BEFORE USE 

It is the responsibility of the purchaser and user of this product to: 

 ! Read the product instructions and labels and follow them. 

 ! Inspect the product immediately after purchase and before and after each use. 

 ! Receive training in the proper use of the equipment and in the appropriate techniques.  Proper 

   training includes safety procedures, limitations of the equipment, inspection of equipment and 

   risk management. 

 ! Use good judgement and do not exceed the limitations of the user’s skill or the equipment. 

 ! Use adequate safety precautions including belays and backup systems.  Practice risk management 

   at all times. 

 ! Do not alter the product in any way. 

INSPECTION/RETIREMENT 

CMI Corporation recommends inspection before and after each use.  Retire this product if there are any signs of distortion, cracks, corrosion, 

sharp edges or wear.  Equipment that has been shock loaded or subjected to excessive loads including drops should also be retired.  Equipment 

should be retired and replaced if there is any doubt about the safety or serviceability of the equipment. 

MAINTENANCE 

Clean and dry this equipment after each use to remove any dust, debris, and moisture.  Dry out of direct sunlight.  Store this and all other 

equipment in a clean, dry place. 

 

CMI , PO Box 535,  338 Mill Road, Franklin, WV 26807  www.cmigearusa.com 



The CMI Rope Jack is a Mechanical Advantage tool for pre-tensioning static lines, light lifting and cabling. The Rope Jack is small enough 

and light enough to be carried aloft by a climber for Mechanical Advantage within the crown. The length of the handle on the Rope Jack 

limits excessive loading to avoid rope damage. Under no circumstances should a cheater bar be used to increase leverage as it may dam-

age the unit, the rope, or severely injure personnel.  It is designed to be used by only one individual using one hand only; It shall be re-

moved before any 'shock' load is applied; It shall NOT be used for heavy or dynamic loads as there are other tools available for those ap-

plications. 

It can attach mid-line and can run virtually any length of rope.  The MA is approximately 3:1 -- no pulleys, no extra rope, minimum weight, 

minimum friction, quick, easy on-off, works well 'topside', too. 

 

The CMI Rope Jack is used to remove slack & stretch for lowering and to lift the tips on light limbs without having to break out the big 

guns.  

 

It is NOT for heavy loads. Cams, even 'untoothed' like a Rescucender and Gibbs, have been shown to shred a rope with high loading. There 

are much better tools for the heavy work. 

 

The rope jack is approved for life support use as long as another form of progress capture device is used in conjunction with the device.  

Never use the Rope Jack by itself for hauling human cargo. 

The CMI Rope Jack is approved for static ropes from 3/8-5/8” diameters.  Testing has shown that a single person can generate somewhere 

between 300-800 pounds of force while using the Rope Jack.  Testing revealed CMI ascenders will strip the sheath of brand new ½” rope 

at roughly #1500. 

To remove a load from the Rope Jack, pull the handle and allow the trailing cam to loosen, then pull handle again and allow the forward 

cam to loosen.  Releasing the Rope Jack will take a little practice.  The Rope Jack should be relieved from tension a little bit at a time off 

each cam. 

Anchor end.  Attach to sling, 

carabiner, port a wrap, etc. 

Special thanks to JB Holdway in Boonsboro, MD for bringing us the Rope Jack concept 

To load 
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Check out product video on our website at www.cmigearusa.com 

Note:  The Rope Jack handle is designed as a fail safe device.  If too much 

load is applied, the handle will bend and/or break.  This helps protect the 

integrity of the overall operating system.  New handles can be purchased 

separately in the event of a failure. 


