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WHAT IS A SALVAGE DRUM?

Salvage drums are for the packaging of hazardous material containers that are damaged, 
defective or found to be leaking and hazardous materials that have spilled or leaked.
Hazardous material containers that have leaked may be placed in a metal or plastic removable 
head salvage drum that is compatible with the loading, and then shipped for repackaging or 
disposal...

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Hazardous material: A substance or material which has been determined to be capable of 
posing an unreasonable risk to health, safety and property transported in commerce.

WHAT IS A UN NUMBER?

Each country has its own transport regulations to enable goods to be transported safely. The 
UN regulations enable goods to be transported while still meeting different countries 
regulations.

Standards for the outer container (Overpack) have been set to meet internationally 
recognised performance tests.

Drums undergo a range of tests:

 Drop
 Leak proof
 Hydrostatic-pressure
 Stacking

They are marked to indicate the performance level they have attained.

UK CLASSIFICATIONS

PACKING GROUP I: MOST HAZARDOUS

PACKING GROUP II: MEDIUM HAZARD

PACKING GROUP III: LEAST HAZARDOUS

PACKING GROUPS AND HOW THEY TIE IN WITH UN MARKS

“X” - AUTHORISED FOR PACKING GROUPS I, II AND III

“Y” - AUTHORISED FOR PACKING GROUPS II AND III ONLY

“Z” - AUTHORISED FOR PACKING GROUP III ONLY
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HOW TO READ UN MARKINGS

EXAMPLE: UN 1H2/X340/S

The first letters (UN) signify the United Nations performance standard applies

The first number (1) denotes the type of container

1 = Drum - 2 = Wooden barrel - 3 = Jerri-can - 4 = Box - 5 = Bag - 6 = Composite receptacle 7 
= Pressure receptacle

The next letter (H) signifies material type

A = Steel - B = Aluminium - C = Natural wood - D = Plywood - F = Reconstituted wood
G = Fibre board - H = Plastic - I = Textile - M = Paper multi-wall
N = Metal other than steel or aluminium - P = Glass, porcelain or stoneware

The second number (2) refers to the head type

1 = Non removable head - 2 = Removable head

The next letter (X) denotes the rating

“X“ = Authorised for packing groups II III and I

“Y“ = Authorised for packing groups II and III

“Z“ = Authorised for packing group III

The final group of numbers (340) shows the gross mass of the container in kilograms

The last letter (S) denotes “rated for solids only”

If the container is for use with liquids the marking will be different

EXAMPLE: UN 1A1/X1.8/300

The 1.8 stands for relative density (water =1) the 300 shows the tested pressure in 
kilopascals
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FOR SHIPPING SOLIDS

UN 1H2/X340/S

340 = MAX. GROSS MASS (kg)

S = SOLIDS ONLY
H = PLASTIC1 = DRUM

2 = REMOVABLE HEAD

X = PACKING GROUPS I, II, III

FOR SHIPPING SOLIDS

UN 1H2/X340/S

340 = MAX. GROSS MASS (kg)

S = SOLIDS ONLY

H = PLASTIC
1 = DRUM

2 = REMOVABLE HEAD

X = PACKING GROUPS I, II, III
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WHERE TO FIND THE MARKINGS ON A DRUM

Steel Open and Closed head drums must be marked with the UN number permanently embossed 
on the bottom

Plastic drums must be marked (embossed) on the bottom or the side

If labels are used they must be durable (labels are not compulsory)

NOTES

 Vapour pressure = kpa (kilopascal) is the metric equivalent to p.s.i. (pounds per sq  
 inch)

 Specific gravity = must be equal or less than (never more) the rating

 Gross mass = must equal or less than (never more) the rating

 “Overpak” = a strong outer packaging designed to protect an intact container placed  
 in it

 “Salvage drum” = a strong outer packaging designed to protect a damaged,    
 deteriorating or leaking container placed in it


