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Release of book-length poetry  
by Melissa Mack

Timeless, Infinite Light is pleased to announce the 
release of The Next Crystal Text by Melissa Mack on 
February 24th 2018 in Oakland, CA

About The Next Crystal Text

The Next Crystal Text connects the glittering consumption of gems to 
the brutal exploitation of their production, undermining our cultural 
myths of beauty, wealth, and the feminine. These multiform poems 
accrete language from geology and political resistance into a faceted 
amalgam that’s completely original. Dazzling and various, it both 
mimics and critiques the intricacy of global capitalist systems.
 

Praise for The Next Crystal Text

“The Next Crystal Text is philosophically provocative and complex 
in what it offers. It reminds me of Robert Duncan, and in its music 
I am reminded of Myung Mi Kim’s work, but with a fuller and 
more boisterous brass section. The Next Crystal Text also posits 
developments to multiple traditions – both the experimental lyric and 
the open field poetics of Black Mountain, but with an affable foray 
into contemporary conceptual minimalism. Its approach to syntax 
and music is compelling; its wielding of the image is often stunning 
and lucid. The Next Crystal Text is able to draft from and grow 
through multiple discourses – geology, world systems, immanent 
critique, local organizing culture – while remaining very much its 
own creature terms of tone and image.”

           Divya Victor

“Sky’s the limit! No no I meant to say earth is the limit, a limitation, 
because we are dealing with mining here, a dirty, scurrilous business. 
And gemstones, gleaming with $$$. Written in five sections, The Next 
Crystal Text samples Dante and Drake, Duncan and Kanye, George 
Oppen, Ted Rees and many others, making reference to Sedna, the 
Kalevala, the Bible, the Bhagavad Gita, the I Ching. Melissa Mack’s 
seriously gorgeous, well-timed The Next Crystal Text, sometimes prose, 
sometimes poetry, is a book-length poetic essay that startles and 
stuns, “exploding the system” with lyric freight. Now is the time for 
The Next Crystal Text. An astonishing pearl of a book!”
 
           Norma Cole

About Melissa Mack 

Melissa Mack is a poet. She lives in Oakland, California. Her work 
has appeared in journals (Elderly, The Capilano Review, Try!, 
With+Stand), anthologies (Catechism: Poems for Pussy Riot, What 
We Want: A List of Our Fucking Demands), a chapbook, Includes All 
Strangers (Hooke Press, 2013), Poet’s Theater (Debt: A Play, with 
Lara Durback, Lauren Levin, and Anne Lesley Selcer), at the Alette 
in Oakland Conference, and at many public readings. She aspires 
to live in a world where everyone has their needs met and human 
creativity can flower in whatever directions it wishes without being 
manipulated or devoured by capitalism.

About Timeless, Infinite Light

Timeless, Infinite Light is a queer publishing 
and performance collective. We are committed 
to supporting critical poetic work by artists 
whose identities are often excluded from 
the literary mainstream. We believe in the 
radical potential of collaborative, hybrid, and 
embodied writing, and promote work that 
resists structures of oppression, both in form 
and content. This preference for challenging 
work extends to the design and structure of the 
books we produce.
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