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Praise for The Romance of Siam

Jai Arun Ravine’s Siam is a mesmerizing land of Cheshire-cat smiles: 
a sly, feverishly antic journey through a détournement of pop songs 
and travel television shows, labyrinthine reimaginings of The King 
and I and W. Somerset Maugham, and rapid-fire sestinas of lifted 
tourist lingo unfolding like tropical flowers ready to bite. Is Thailand 
an actual place in Asia, a mythologized theatre of longing, or some 
uncanny hybrid of both? Beyond questions of authenticity, beyond 
discourses of identity underlying this outré trip, The Romance 
of Siam reveals Ravine as an exuberant DJ of culture shock who 
unleashes a boundless capacity for self-reinvention.

Pamela Lu

It’s a lonely planet for the white alien, but let Jai Arun Ravine stage 
your hysteric dream tour. Navigating Siam’s dream jungle might 
require mounting white elephants, hunting nasty cats and exotic 
tigers, consuming stinky tropical durian. Too tame? Too cliche? 
Then stage your disappearance from whiteness and pop culture 
disfigurement: dance a threesome with Yul, Anna, and Christy; share 
a bed with Somerset and Haxton, hang yourself by silk threads from 
pagoda rafters, gild yourself in gold before mummification.   

Karen Tei Yamashita

It is difficult to describe the experience of reading The Romance of 
Siam. It is impossible to describe the experience of constitution in 
a body that disappears under direct gaze. The Romance of Siam is 
an unqualifiable “Death by Dream.” What is the essence of Siam? 
To ask that question is to ask what the essence of whiteness is. It is 
the parable of the blind men and the universal white elephant. At 
the moment of conception/colonial desire, the “abject” of identity is 
already lost. A dream dies when it comes true.

Feng Sun Chen

About Timeless, Infinite Light

A small press in Oakland, CA. Our books are spells for unraveling 
capitalism. We have a heavy West Coast lean towards the 
experimental / radical / mystical.

About Jai Arun Ravine 

Jai Arun Ravine is a writer, dancer and graphic 
designer. As a mixed race, mixed gender and 
mixed genre artist, their work arises from 
the simultaneity of text and body and takes 
the form of video, performance, comics and 
handmade books. Jai’s first full-length book, 

and then Entwine: Lesson Plans, Poems, 
Knots, re-imagines immigration history and 
attempts to transform cultural inheritances 
of silence. Their short film Tom/Trans/Thai 
approaches the silence around female-to-male 
(FTM) transgender identity in the Thai context 
and has screened internationally.The Romance 
of Siam is their second book.
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The Romance of Siam: A Pocket Guide is a 
subverted travel guide that interrogates the 
desire white people have to lose and reinvent 
themselves in Thailand. Ravine tracks how this 
“white love” manifests in the tourism industry, 
popular American media and the western 
imaginary. 


