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Eco tip The recyclable vacuum 
Miele (its Triflex HX1 Pro has a 
0.6 litre capacity; £629 from 
John Lewis) while Dyson’s V11 
Absolute has 0.76 litre (£599 
from Currys). The Pure 
Cordless has a two-year 
guarantee and arrives in 
plastic-free packaging. 

Lupe also offsets carbon
for the life cycle of each 
model sold.
Victoria Brzezinski

had great suction on carpets 
and floorboards, running for an 
hour without the performance 
dipping as the battery was 
drained. It is also effective at 
removing pet hair — but
be warned that it is noisy, 
especially on the highest 
power setting.

The bagless dust filter has 
a 1 litre capacity, a little larger 
than comparable models from 

Claiming to suck faster and 
harder than its top-end 
vacuum rivals, the Pure 
Cordless from Lupe 
Technology is designed by an 
ex-Dyson engineer aiming to 
do his bit in tackling the 
mountains of electrical waste 
(£569; lupetechnology.com).

The clever convertible 
design can be used as an 
upright or handheld vacuum. 
The big selling point is its 
sustainability — unlike its 
flashier counterparts, there
are no high-tech features
like LCD screens, and each 
part is replacable and 
recyclable, including the 
lithium-ion battery. Made from 
a thick, recyclable plastic, the 

sturdy, self-standing modular 
design, right, weighs just under 
5kg. Lighter designs made of 
thinner plastic are welded 
together, instead of using bolts, 
so the Pure Cordless can feel 
heavy if you’re used to a 
featherlight design. 

It has three power modes
— eco, standard and max — 
and a washable Hepa filter. 
Even the lowest power setting 

 Wish you lived here? 
Mersea Island

The tiny Essex isle has a magic not 
found on the mainland (plus a sea 

view premium), says Ruth Bloomfield

lived in town.’ But I never felt like that,” 
he says. “I have loved being on the
water since I was a kid, and we go for a 
lot of walks and to the beach. I think 
there is a lot to do, and there are 
some good pubs.”

He is in the process of selling his 
three-bedroom house — but leaving this 
friendly community, where everyone 
says hello to each other and doors are 
frequently left unlocked, is not part of 
his plan. “I can’t imagine not living on 
Mersea, it is all I have known,” he says.

Connections Once on the mainland, 
Colchester, the nearest big town, is nine 
miles away (there are regular bus 
services). From there you can be at 
London Liverpool Street in just under an 
hour. Stansted airport is 37 miles away, 
and the M11 45 miles. 

For days out there is a foot ferry to 
Brightlingsea, and the Dedham Vale
area of outstanding natural beauty is 
17 miles away, the Suffolk coast just 
beyond that.The Felixstowe Ferry is 38 
miles along the coast for trips to Europe.

Top: Mersea Island. 
Above left: The Hall, 
on West Mersea’s high 
street, is on sale for 
£1.5 million with 
Moores. Above right: 
A beachfront property 
would need a budget of 
up to £1.2 million

for Environment, Food & Rural 
Affairs classifies the bathing water 
on Mersea as “good”.

Amenities There are stacks of local 
clubs to join, including a thriving film 
club, art and dance classes and various 
sports teams. Find out what’s going on 
by consulting the residents’ Facebook 
page, Eat shop play Mersea.

Green space comes in the form of 
the East Mersea Flats, a wetland nature 
reserve, and Cudmore Grove Country 
Park. There are sailing clubs, an 
annual regatta, and you can try 
paddleboarding, windsurfing and 
kayaking. Mersea’s tourist appeal 
sustains a good range of pubs, 
restaurants and cafés. Mersea Island 
School primary is rated “good” by 
Ofsted, and older children can try for 
one of Colchester’s grammar schools.

James Craig, 28, is Mersea born and 
bred. He lives with his young family and 
works as a commercial fisherman. 
“When I was a teenager a lot of people 
would say, ‘Mersea is boring, I wish I 

would normally expect at this time of 
year. “We have seen levels deplete since 
last summer, when the stamp duty 
holiday was introduced and we sold 
almost all our stock,” he says.

Fans of Mersea include the novelist 
Sarah Perry, who has described it as “a 
strange and wonderful place”. A TV 
adaptation of her 2016 book The Essex 
Serpent starring Claire Danes and Tom 
Hiddleston is being filmed in locations 
on and around the island.

Beyond the summer tourist hordes, 
the main inconvenience for Mersea 
residents is the fact that the causeway 
regularly floods at high tide, marooning 
them for an hour or two, although the 
consensus is that this is easy enough to 
work around.

Average property price The average 
price of a home on Mersea Island is

£383,000, according to Savills
estate agency, down almost

3 per cent during 2020
but up 18 per cent over

the past five years.
Expect to pay about
£448,000 for a
detached house or
£308,000 for a semi.

Sea view premium
Up to 100 per cent,

Reid estimates. He
says that a four or five-

bedroom detached house
without a sea view would cost

between £450,000 and £600,000.
Add a partial sea view and the price 
would go up to £600,000 to £700,000. 
And if you want beach frontage you 
would need to pay between £900,000 
and £1.2 million.

Best place for Fossil hunting. Mersea 
has several beaches but Cudmore 
Grove beach in East Mersea is a 
particularly rich hunting ground for 
fossils — sharks’ teeth and small 
mammal fossils are often revealed as 
the sea erodes the low cliff that
backs the beach.

Sand or pebbles? Both. Mersea’s 
beaches are mostly sandy, with a few 
pebbly patches, and mudflats are 
exposed at low tide. The Department

S
eparated from the mainland
by a thin strip of water 
and accessible by an 
ancient causeway, Mersea
Island has been a holiday
destination for millennia
and was once a popular
haunt for smugglers.

Today “strange and wonderful” 
Mersea in Essex is the perfect refuge 
from the rigours of city life but is only
a couple of hours away from London — 
tides permitting.

James Thomson, 47, was born on 
Mersea but in his twenties was tempted 
by the bright lights of Colchester and 
moved to the mainland. Once his two 
children, now 11 and 14, were born, he 
and his wife, Tanya, 45, returned home.

“It is a really great place to bring up 
children,” says James, who runs boats 
tours around the island. “I like
the winter because it is empty, 
there are stunning skies, 
and it is bracing,” he 
says. “In the summer it 
gets mobbed.”

Mersea Island 
measures about 
seven square miles 
and has two towns: 
rural East Mersea 
and West Mersea, 
with its sailing 
clubs, shops and 
excellent seafood 
restaurants.

Jamie Reid, a director of 
Oakheart Property, said that before 
Covid-19 most buyers moving there 
were, like James and Tanya, leaving 
Colchester. During the pandemic the 
property market has diversified, with 
more Londoners in the mix. “They are 
either moving out of east London or 
they are buying second homes or Airbnb 
lets,” Reid says.

Mersea’s property stock is a bit of a 
mixed bag. Buyers searching for a 
home with kerb appeal are going to have 
to look hard, although there are 
Victorian cottages and villas, and some 
grand seafront trophies. Zavek Orrin, a 
director of Blackwater Estates, estimates 
that about three quarters of the houses 
on the island were built after 1960. 
Another issue is the shortage of housing, 
which is at about half the level Orrin 
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