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IMBOLC (FEBRUARY 2nd) 



DECORATING YOUR IMBOLC ALTAR 

red 

white 

green 

seeds 

dried foods 

onions 

potatoes 

squash 

snowdrops 

crocus 

daffodils 

yellow  

 forsythia 

pussywillow 

buds 

red maple 

buds 

amber 

bay 

bayberry 

pine 

frankincense 

myrrh 

turquoise 

amethyst 

garnet 

onyx 

oil lamps 

brooms 

candles 

corn 

woollen yarn 

sheeps 

Use lots of Red and White colors. The white symbolizes the     

melting snow, while the red represents the awakening sun. 

 

In this time of year, most plants and flowers are still bulbs and not 

yet blooming. Use that in your altar decoration (if your flowers 

start to bloom when taking them inside, it's okay). 

 

Brighid is a Celtic Goddess, so it's appropriate to add Celtic     

designs to your altar (circles, spirals, triquetras etc.)  



“GOODBYE TO WINTER” 

SOLITARY RITUAL 

What you need: 
 

Candle 

Pot or cauldron 

Small candles for light or night lamp (optional) 

     A snowflake made of paper 

 

 
 

1. Sit in a dark room. You want the room to symbolize that darkness of 

 winter. Use drapes or a sheet to keep as much light out as possible. 

2. Place your candle in a holder and put your pot or cauldron next to it 

 (don't light the candle yet). If it gets too dark, have a smaller candle 

 to make some light (or a night lamp). 

3. Take your snowflake outside. Stand in the cold for at least a couple 

of minutes. You want to experience the cold and shilling effect of 

winter. 

4. Hold up your snowflake in front of your face and contemplate on the 

 meaning of winter. How it affects the world and how it affects you. 

 Think about how winter gives all life a chance to gather energy  and             

 regenerate. 

5. Go back inside. Feel the warmth and safety of being inside. 

6. When you are ready say the following (or similar): 

 

"The days grew shorter and shorter; the nights longer and longer 

Winter got colder and colder and cold enveloped the earth 

The sea froze over, and we watched life wither and fall 

While we felt the chill, we knew the cold wouldn't last. 

The spark of life from the womb of the Goddess always remains, 

Spring is coming, bringing warmth, comfort and hope" 

 

7. Light your candle. Feel how the light fills the room with warmth and  

 life. Envision the sun warming up the land. 

What You Should Do: 



8. Say the following or similar words: 

 

"That spark of light, like the light at the end of the tunnel,                      

is always there. 

Even when we’re plunged in the depth of darkness and despair,      

we know it is there. 

It is always promised to be there; and even when we can’t see it,    

we have only to 

Remember it in our hearts… and, as promised,                                    

the light always returns. 

It grows, and melts away the winter." 

 

9. Take you snowflake and hold it to the flame. When it catches 

 fire, lay it in the pot. Look at it and say: 

    

"It melts away the cold.                                                                               

It grows and melts away the despair. 

It fills the darkness, bringing the promise of hope,                                  

and a chance to start anew. 

I can feel the light growing, in me and around me,                               

to guide me through." 

 

     10. As the fire burns out, close your eyes in sit in the darkness.            

   Mediate on the meaning of this season and what it will mean    

   when the sun comes back. 

Note: 

 You can have the ashes of the 

snowflake reside on your altar or you can 

go outside and shatter the ashes in the 

wind.  



IMBOLC SNOW AND ICE 
RITUAL 

 What you need: 
 

A Cauldron 

Snow or crushed ice 

White candle 

Light green candle 

Light yellow candle 

A pentacle (on your altar) 
 

What You Should Do: 
 

1.Fill your cauldron with snow or crushed ice (if you don't have snow 

 outside, take some ice from your freezer and crush it) 

2.Put your white candle in the middle of the snow or ice (don't light it 

 yet) 

3.Place the green candle on the top left of your altar and the yellow 

 candle at the top right (don't light them yet) 

4.Place your three whites candles around the pentacle. These          

 represent the Triple Goddess. 

5.Cast a circle. Then go up to the cauldron and light the white candle, 

 while saying: 

 

 

"We call to the Goddess of the Spring. 

The Maiden who walks with the flowers and melts the snow. 

Join us tonight in our circle. Touch us with the sense of Spring. 

Help us to look anew at every day and fill our hearts with joy 

Help us in this journey from winter to spring. 

Blessed Be." 



6.Now light the green and the yellow candles, with the white    

 candle and say the following: 
 

"We call to the God of the Spring, 

Lord of the Wood join us in our circle tonight. 

Touch us with thoughts of Spring and fill us with your joy 

Reveal The happiness of longer days and shorter nights. 

The time has come to dance with you again. 

Hail the Spring, Hail the God! 

Blessed Be!" 

 

7.Light the three white Goddess candles with the main white    

 candle. Feel how the light starts to fill the room. Put the white 

 candle back in the cauldron and say: 
 

"I honor Thee, Maiden, most blessed Bride 

As Your candle burns through this night 

Melt the snow and bring forth the spring 

We thank You for the renewed life 

As You emerge from the dark to the light." 

 

     8. Put the cauldron in the middle of your altar. Close the circle and    

 let the light burn out by itself, while it melts the snow. 

SOLITARY CANDLE 

IMBOLC RITUAL 

2 altar candles 

1 goddess candle 

4 element candles 

13 candles for the 

 circle 

2 candles for the 

 cleansing ritual 

 

 

 

 

maize or corn meal 

A loaf of bread 

13 stones 

 

 

 

 

 

A small sheaf of 

 grain 

A candle for the 

 sheaf of grain 

What you need: 



What you should do: 

1.Set up your altar to represent the season. Place two altar candles on 

 each side of your later (left and right). Then place one candle for 

 each of the four elements. 

2.Next, place 13 stones in a circle, on your altar. Within the circle of 

 stones, make another circle of 13 candles. 

3.Within the circle of candles, spread some maize or corn as an offering. 

4.In the middle of everything, place a white candle to represent the 

 Goddess. 

5.Finally, place a candle and corn or maize, to the east of the altar. 

6.Your room should be as dark as possible, but light a small candle for 

 light. Sit for a while and meditate about the meaning of this season 

 and how the Mother Goddess awakes and melt the snow away. 

7.Go to your altar and light the two altar candles. Then light the four     

 element candles and the one to the far east (start with the east one 

 and then move clockwise). 

8.Cast a circle. Then Invoke the Goddess by saying this: 
 

"We call to the Goddess of the Spring. 

The Maiden who walks with the flowers and melts the snow. 

Join us tonight in our circle. Touch us with the sense of Spring. 

Help us to look anew at every day and fill our hearts with joy 

Help us in this journey from winter to spring. 

Blessed Be." 

 

9.Next Invoke the Horned God by saying this: 
 

"We call to the God of the Spring, Lord of the Wood join us                                    

in our circle tonight. 

Touch us with memories of Spring-the green forest, 

Pan’s Charge, the warmth of the sun upon our skins. 

Fill us with your joy and may your smile grace our lips as we revel                                                        

in the happiness of longer days and shorter nights. 

The time has come to dance with you once more. 

Hail the Spring, Hail the God! Welcome! Blessed Be!" 

 

 



10. Now slowly and carefully light the 13 candles and then the Goddess 

   candle and say: 
 

"Warm and quickening Light 

Awaken and bring forth beauty 

for thou art my pleasure and my bounty 

Lord and Lady 

Aengus Og AND Brighid" 

 

11. Next light the candle in the sheaf of grain and then hold it up while 

 saying: 
 

"As the seed becomes the grain, 

so the grain becomes the food, 

so the food becomes life, 

Thus the everlasting value of our seasons." 

 

12. Break a piece of the bread and burn it as an offering in the central   

   candle. 

13.Consecrate cakes and wine as usual, then raise your chalice and say: 
 

"Hail to thee Brighid 

Hail to thee Aengus Og 

For thou art blessed" 

 

      14. Sit and meditate on the God and Goddess, while the candles burn. 

     Then close your circle. 

Note: 

 Any ritual you choose should have the 

goddess Brighid, love, healing and protection 

in mind. The ritual you choose should be in 

accordance with your desires and belief. Don’t 

be afraid to add your personal touches in the 

rituals for a personal connection with the       

deities. Remember, rituals are a form of     

communication, so make it your own.  


