
WITCHCRAFT:
A QUICK HISTORY LESSON



The word “witch” comes 
from the Anglo-Saxon 
word “Wicca,” which 
comes from the word  
“wicce,” meaning “wise.”

The origin of the word 
dates back to thousands of 
years when people widely 
worshipped Mother Earth 
or Nature as goddesses.

They also revered women 
as they were the creators 
of new life.

Witchcraft was the prac-
tice of witches.

It was widely practiced 
primarily by women
because they stayed at 
home while the men went 
out to work.

But of course, there were 
male witches as well, but 
they were not very 
common.

WItchcrAft 
to hEAl

Witchcraft not only 
included performing 
magick, but also creat-
ing home medicines like 
potions, herbs, stones, and 
oils.

Since witches provided 
vital health and family 
services, they were 
considered wise and were 
highly respected.

Witches performed hyp-
nosis to help ease the pain 

of childbirth and other 
health conditions.

The mothers and 
grandmothers would teach 
witchcraft to their
 daughters and grand 
daughters because 
witchcraft involved 
healing oneself physically, 
mentally, emotionally, and 
spiritually.

At that time, witches were 
not feared, but revered 
and valued. Because they 
healed the sick. They 
also attended to those 
who were suffering. They 
healed both human beings 
and animals.



WItchcrAft 
WAS A 
rElIgIouS 
prActIcE

Witches used telepathy, 
clairvoyance, intuition, 
dowsing, crystal gazing, 
trance, communication 
with spirits and similar 

other occult practices.

religion and magick were 
inseparable from each 
other.

thE cAtholIc 
church

When the people flocked 
to witches with their prob-

lems, the catholic church 
felt threatened.

They believed the magick-
al powers of the witches 
were owed to the Devil.

Since the church and the 
monarchy in Europe were 
united, they colluded in 
persecuting the witches.

They filed cases 
against them in the 
court and sent them 
to jail or even 
sentenced them to 
death.

The Scottish 
Witchcraft Act of 
1563 went so far as 
to punish the people 
who consulted the 
witches for medical 
problems.

The young people
 refrained from 
practicing witchcraft 
for the fear of 
persecution. Those 
who continued 
became ostracized 
and deprived as the 
time passed.

This is the reason 
why the witches have 
been portrayed as 
old, mean and 
fearful.



WIccA BElIEf

Witches love and worship 
nature in all its manifesta-
tions. They deeply revere 
the earth, sun, moon, 
stars, planets, trees,
animals, forests, clouds, 
rains, oceans, rivers and 
lakes.

They believe the changing 
phases of the moon and 
the passing of the seasons 
as harbingers of change.

Witchcraft is very close to 
the pagan practice.

Witches have a deep 
knowledge of the benefits 
of trees, plants and herbs. 
They praise the different 
trees since they are not 
only life-giving, they are 
also wise.

WItchcrAft 
froM
 EuropEANS

Witchcraft was brought to 
North America by the 
Europeans. Some early 
settlers practiced it 
secretly, to protect 
themselves from the 
attacks of the Native 
Americans.

NEW AgE 
WItchcrAft
Witchcraft has regained its old 
respect and is being widely 
practiced by people from all 
walks of life.

It has survived the many years 
of prosecution and those who 
practice it are no more violent 
or aggressive.

It is the true religion of peace.

WItchcrAft: 
A DEMocrAtIc 
rElIgIoN
Witchcraft is the most demo-
cratic religion in the world as it 
gives you the freedom to prac-
tice your own religious beliefs 
without referring them to any 
established religious regime.

It’s also a religion that does 
not disrespect other religions 
or prevent any other religious 

practitioners to practice what 
they believe in.

thE VEry 
fIrSt WItch 
BurNED At 
thE StAkE
The very first person accused 
of witchcraft would be Alice 
kyteler and her servant. Dame 
Alice de kyteler or kettle was 
born in kilkenny at kyteler’s 
Inn in 1280.

She was the only child of a 
prominent hiberno-Norman 
family. kettle was a noblewom-
an; and together with her ser-
vant petronella, were victims 
of the world’s earliest recorded 
witch trial.

Dame de kyteler was married 
four times. And she outlived 
all her four husbands. The last 
of the husbands, John le poer 
became sick in 1324.



When he realized he was 
dying, he changed his will to 
make sure his wife would be 
well-compensated after his 
death. le poer’s children from 
his previous marriage lost their 
inheritance at the rewriting of 
the will.

his children were enraged, and 
together with their mothers 
and their husbands, accused 
Dame de kyteler of poisoning 
their father and casting evil 
spells on them. They also ac-
cused her of running a brothel 
and dismembering animals.

They all brought their com-
plaints to the Bishop of ossory. 
richard de ledrede convened 
a court of Inquisition to re-
view the facts of the case.

But bishop de ledrede had an 

ulterior motive. he believed 
that the wealthy city of kilken-
ny were becoming increasing-
ly secularised. he wished to 
reinstate the church’s power in 
the city.

you can guess the outcome of 
the evaluation. The inquisition 
concluded that there was a 
coven of witches or sorcerers 
operating in the city headed by 
Dame de kyteler.

The bishop had the Dame ar-
rested and the bishop himself 
was also arrested eventually 
and imprisoned for 17 days. 
This only made de ledrede 
angry and set out to pursue the 
Dame and her followers.

he had many of her servants 
jailed and made them confess 
to sorcery. on learning of these 

alleged confessions, Dame ket-
tler left. There were no records 
of her after 1324.

The bishop and his inquisition 
searched her house and public-
ly burned items they claimed 
to find there like ointments, 
powders, the fat of murdered 
infants, dead animals, men’s 
fingernails, and various tools 
for witchcraft.

petronella was tortured under 
false accusations of heresy 
and she eventually confessed 
to witchcraft. Acting on her 
confession, the bishop had 
her flogged and burned at the 
stake.

petronella was one of the first 
people to be charged with 
witchcraft in Europe. She was 
also the first person in Ireland 



to be burned at the stake.

thE VEry 
fIrSt WItch 
hANgED IN 
SAlEM
Bridget Bishop was the first 
person executed in the Salem 
witch trials of 1692.

thE rEASoN

Bridget Bishop was accused 
in the 1692 Salem witch-hunt 
because her second husband’s 
children wanted property that 
she had possession of as an 
inheritance from oliver.

her behavior also made her an 
easy target of accusations since 



she was often disagreeable 
and did not obey so easily. She 
also associated with what the 
community called “the wrong 
people,” and stayed out late, 
drank, gambled. Bridget liked 
to have a good time.

Bridget also fought with her 
present husband and previous 
husband publicly. She also 
wore a scarlet bodice, which 
was a pretty scandalous color 
choice back then.

Bridget Bishop was accused 
of witchcraft after her second 
husband’s death. She angrily 
denied the accusations, at one 
point saying “I am innocent 
to a Witch. I know not what a 
Witch is.”

MorE SErIouS chArgES

A more serious charge against 
Bishop came when two men 
she’d hired to work on her 
cellar testified that they had 
found rag dolls with pins in 
them on her walls.

The men also testified that 
Bridget had visited them in 
spectral form while they were 
lying in bed at night.

ArrESt, trIAl, AND 
coNVIctIoN

on April 18, Bridget Bishop 
was arrested with others ac-
cused of witchcraft and taken 
to Ingersoll’s tavern.

The following day, magistrates 
John hathorne and Jonathan 
corwin examined Bridget 
Bishop.

on June 8, Bridget Bishop 
was tried before the court of 
oyer and terminer and was 

convicted of the charges, and 
sentenced to death.  

Bridget Bishop was the was the 
first to be tried in that court, 
the first to be sentenced, and 
the first to die.

She was executed by hanging 
on gallows hill on June 10.

thE END of 
thE 
WItchcrAft 
trIAlS
In october 1692, governor 
William phipps of Massachu-
setts ordered the court of oyer 
and terminer dissolved and re-
placed with the Superior court 

of Judicature.

The Superior court of 
Judicature forbade the type of 
sensational testimony allowed 
in the earlier trials.

The executions stopped. Those 
incarcerated and awaiting 
trial were eventually released; 
those sentenced to death were 
pardoned.

The Salem witch trials, which 
led to the executions of 19 
innocent women and men, had 
officially ended.

ExoNErAtIoN

A 1957 act of the Massachu-
setts legislature exonerated 
Bridget Bishop of her 
conviction.



4 NotABlE WItchES IN hIStory
lAurIE 
cABot
laurie cabot was one of the 
people who popularized 
witchcraft in the united States.

her interest in the magical arts 
led her to New England (she’s 
from california).

After years of studying the 
craft, she set up shop in Salem, 
Massachusetts.

She was careful not to declare 
herself a witch. Even though 
the year was 1970, the word 
“witch” was still not accepted 
in Salem.

When laurie came out of the 
broom closet (due to her cat 
familiar), she became a nation-
al celebrity.

She set up a coven and a witch-
craft shop, both became very 
well-known and popular.  The 
shop even became a tourist 
destination.

laurie cabot rapidly became 
one of the most high-profile 
witches in the world and she is 
also participates in community 
activities.

The governor of Massachusetts 
himself, Michael Dukakis, de-
clared her the official “Witch of 
Salem” thanks to her influence 
and good work in the commu-
nity.

laurie never performs dark 
magick because she believes 
that any curse will come back 
to haunt you.

According to her, witchcraft 
is magic, astrology, and envi-
ronmentalism combined in a 

scientific manner. She is the 
author of many books on her 
practice.

And although laurie cabot is 
hailed as the high priestess of 
Wicca, she says she does not 
actually practice Wicca…

...because she was already 
doing it long before gerald 
gardner Introduced Wicca to 
the world.

rAyMoND 
BucklAND
raymond Buckland is regard-
ed as “The father of American 
Wicca.”

Buckland’s family immigrated 
to the united States and settled 
in Brentwood, long Island, 
New york.  



his interest in the occult was 
strong but he was still without 
a religion and felt there was 
something missing in his life.

Shortly after his arrival in the 
States two books came into his 
possession: The Witch-cult In 
Western Europe by Margaret 
A. Murray and Witchcraft to-
day by gerald B. gardner.

he was deeply influenced by 
gerald gardner’s book. So 
much so that he took gerald 
gardner’s teachings and cre-
ated his own variation called 
Seax-Wicca.

Buckland’s long Island coven 
would become one of the great 
incubators of American pagan-
ism.

The “The long Island line” of 
gardnerian Witchcraft would 
evolve from it.

Most well-known witches 
of the 20th and 21st century 
are long Island line Witches 
who can all be traced back to 
Buckland.

he is a Wiccan priest and
a revered expert in all
things neo-pagan. he
spent decades as the most 
recognizable spokesman
and the foremost expert
of the craft. 

DIoN 
fortuNE
Dion fortune was a British 
occultist and author who
wrote prolifically about the 
occult and used her
magickal prowess to help
people during the Second 

World War.

In 1924, she founded 
the fraternity of the 
Inner light, a magickal 
society dealing with re-
ligious philosophy and 
alternative realities.

During the Second 
World War she orga-
nized her own contri-
bution to the war effort 
on a magical level.

With her meditation 
group, she operated in 
the midst of the Blitz 
despite a bomb bring-
ing down the roof of 
her headquarters in 



1940.

This period was well covered 
by a series of weekly publica-
tions and letters. They were lat-
er published as Dion fortune’s 
Magical Battle of Britain.

She died of leukemia in 1946, 
leaving behind her magical 
society, which has survived to 
this day.

In the book, “The triumph of 
the Moon: A history of Mod-
ern pagan Witchcraft,” Dion 
is  considered as “the foremost 
female figure” of early 1900s 
British occultism.

gErAlD 
gArDNEr
gerald gardner is called 
“father of witchcraft” for he 
founded modern Wicca.

he has helped with the growth 
and development of the dif-
ferent traditions in modern 
Wicca throughout the world.

gerald gardner was a man 
who had a vision. he was not 
afraid to try out anything and 
he went against the grain.

When gardner met Aleister 
crowley, he was initiated into 
crowley’s ordo templi orien-
tis.

gardner eventually became 

well-versed in matters of folk-
lore, Witchcraft, and Magic.

gardener wanted to write 
about his learnings and pass on 
the knowledge.

After the Witchcraft laws had 
been repealed, he published his 
writings, and his writings be-
came the basis for what would 
become “gardnerian Wicca.”

It was very important for 
gerald gardner to ensure that 
Wicca survived and people 
could learn about the religion 
and practice.

So many had suffered in the 
past but still… Wicca has con-
tinued to flourish. Its followers, 
none the more violent and 
vengeful.



WOULd YOU QUALIFY 
AS A WITCH IN 1692?



If you were alive in 1692 
when Witchcraft trials 
were in full swing, find out 
whether you being as you 
are now would be charged 
with witchcraft based on 
their checklist. I mean, yes 
you are a witch, but for 
entirely different reasons! 
Being charged with witch-
craft back then was a ter-
rible thing because a few 
lived to tell the tale and 
maintain their sanity. And 
most of those convicted 
ended up being hanged, 
with one being pressed to 
death.

The checklist is a ridicu-
lous one and everyone was 
in an accusation frenzy 
pinpointing who was 
a witch. If any of these 
applies to you, then be 
thankful you were not in 
Salem in 1692.

ArE you fEMAlE?

Being a female back then 
made you a prime candi-
date for suspicion as being 
one of the devils many 
brides. Just by being a 
female back then, associ-
ated you with witchcraft 
because the general belief 
was that being a woman 
made you more suscepti-
ble to sinning. remember 
Adam and Eve’s story? 
yeah, it probably stemmed 
from that.

Are you financially depen-

dent on someone?
The penniless and home-
less who relied on the 
kindness of others tosur-
vive were suspected of be-
ing witches. All because of 
annoyed members of the 
community who report 
them to the authorities.

ArE you 
fINANcIAlly
 INDEpENDENt?

See how tricky this
checklist is? you’re a witch 
if you’re penniless and 
you’re still a witch if you’re 
rich. your jar of newt is 
probably what’s helping 
you survive independently 
without a man.

Do you lIkE to MEEt 
WIth your gIrl 
frIENDS?

A meeting of women 
without a male chaperone 
is seen as a coven meeting 
to worship the Devil.

Do you hAVE AN 
ArguMENt WIth 
ANy of your gIrl 
frIENDS?

If you have an argument 
with any of your girl 
friends, that very same 
girl friend might report 
you to the authorities as 
being a witch. This ex-
tends to arguments with 
male friends. At this time, 
anyone can suspect you of 

being a witch just for any 
ridiculous reason under 
the sun!

Do you come from a
single parent household?
If you so much as come 
from a mother who
married later in life, has a 
mental condition, a
widow, or you come from 
a single parent household 
then you are more likely 
to be accused of being a 
witch. There was a very 
strong class-system back 
in the 17th century.

ArE you MArrIED 
AND WIthout
 chIlDrEN?

A marriage without
children means fewer 
people there are to speak 
up for you if you are
suspected.

A lesson you can take 
from this is that other 
than being very lucky to 
be a living witch of today, 
is that there are many lives 
lost due to the dangers of 
ignorance.

This is why we here at 
the Moonlight family are 
dedicated to spreading 
knowledge and positive 
messages about Wicca, the 
nature-loving and spiritual 
religion with a strong 
balancing and inspiring 
force. Blessed be!






