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AND 

CLOSE 
A 

CIRCLE 

 For most Wiccans, it is a common practice to cast a   

circle before performing any ritual or casting a spell. While other 

religions, like Christianity turn to a church or temple as a place 

of worship, Wiccans are not limited to any place, and can in fact 

cast a circle pretty much any place they choose to perform a 

ritual.  
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 I use most because not 

every Wiccan casts a circle. There 

are many traditions who do not 

believe in this. Many Reconstruc-

tionist paths skip casting a circle 

altogether.  

WHY SHOULD YOU CAST 

A CIRCLE?  
 So what is the use of casting a 
circle? What makes it so important to 
many Wiccans out there? For one 
thing, the circle you cast is there to 
protect you and serves as a           
precaution. Casting a circle wards off 
distracting energies, and it brings the 
practitioner, and that’s you, to a    
higher level of consciousness or state 
of mind. Casting a circle just might be 
the single, most important thing you 
can learn before moving on to     
learning how to cast spells and      
perform rituals. 
 Think about this, metaphysical 
energy attracts the attention of      
spirituals beings. Just as you wouldn’t 
leave the front door of your house 

open for anyone to drop by and show 
themselves in, you also have to close 
supernatural doors. And imagine 
casting a spell without even carving 
out a ritual space. Casting a spell or 
performing a ritual is a very spiritual 
activity. It deserves no less than    
having the full sensitivity to carve out 
your own space for it. This is what 
makes casting a circle and invoking 
the watchtowers so important. 
 Now a lot of Wiccans,             
especially those who are still starting 
out, are at a loss when it comes to 
the business of casting a circle. The 
common questions are: Where do 
you begin? What do you do?  



HOW DO YOU START? 
Here are the tools you can  

make use of to cast your circle: 

 

  Candles 

  Athame 

  Wand 

  Altar Bell 

  Incense or Smudging stick 

  Gemstones 

PREPARATION 
1. Plan out how much space you will need in your ritual. If it's just you, 

one way to measure it is to make a circle big enough to fit your      

outstretched arms. If the ritual requires you to stand or move around, 

or if you are making room for an altar or more people, then it’s best to 

find a bigger space. 

2. Check if you have everything you need for your ritual before casting a 

circle. You should not be distracted by something you forgot. If    

something really urgent comes up mid-ritual, visualize cutting out a 

door, and seal it again when you return. This is to ensure that your   

circle is not interrupted. 

3. Clean your ritual area physically and metaphysically. It will be very 

helpful to tidy up and then follow it up with cleansing and consecrating 

the ritual space. To cleanse and consecrate, brush the floor with a  

besom and light up some incense and fan the smoke around the area. 

Right an atar bell to rid the space of negative energies. As you do all 

this, it is very important to visualize the negative energy leaving the 

area. Not doing so will make it useless. 

4. Before casting a circle, sit quietly with your eyes closed, and imagine 

a white light surrounding you and your ritual area. This white light 

symbolizes pure protective energy. Start by envisioning the light    

coming from above you just like the sunlight. Allow the light to grow 

brighter, bright enough that you begin to feel its warmth and notice 

your surroundings getting quieter. These are the signs that you are 

doing it correctly. 



CASTING THE CIRCLE 
 Now is the time to cast a circle. Use an athame or a wand to trace 

 out a circle. If you don’t have either, you may use your hand. You 

 don’t have to actually touch the ground, pointing it downwards and 

 barely touching the ground will do. And when you do this, visualize 

 a beam of energy coming from within and let it flow from your    

 casting arm to your casting tool, and then settling on the ground. 

 Take your time focusing on the circle, the stronger your                

 visualizations are, the better and more protective your circle will be. 

  

 Some Wiccans like to cast a circle multiple times, one for each   

 purpose. Like one for protection, another for focus, and another for 

 power. You may do so if you wish. 

 

 Many Wiccans also like to call the four quarters (East, South, 

 West, North), especially for rituals concerning the divine. If you 

 wish to call on the four quarters, place a candle at East, South, 

 West and North. You are going to have to address every quarter: 

5. 

A. Light a candle in the East and say: 

“Guardians of the East, I call upon you 
to watch over this ritual. 

Powers of knowledge and wisdom, 
guided by Air, 

I ask that you keep watch over me 
within this circle. 

Let me enter the circle under your guidance, 
And I’ll do so in perfect love and perfect trust.” 

B. Light the candle in the South and say: 

“Guardians of the South, I call upon you 
to watch over this ritual. 

Powers of energy and will, 
guided by Fire, 

I ask that you keep watch over me 
within this circle. 

Let me enter the circle under your guidance, 
And I’ll do so in perfect love and perfect trust.” 

 
 



 

C. Light the candle in the West and say: 

 
“Guardians of the West, I call upon you 

to watch over this ritual. 
Powers of passion and emotion, 

guided by Water, 
I ask that you keep watch over me 

within this circle. 
Let me enter the circle under your guidance, 

And I’ll do so in perfect love and perfect trust.” 

D. Light the candle in the North and say: 

Guardians of the North, I call upon you 
to watch over this ritual. 

Powers of endurance and strength, 
guided by Earth, 

I ask that you keep watch over me 
within this circle. 

And let me enter the circle under your guidance, 
I will do so in perfect love and perfect trust.” 

6. You may mark your circle using candles or gemstones. This will also 
 help with keeping the energy within the circle. 

7. Once your circle has been cast, you may start with your ritual or spell 
 casting. Remember to always be mindful of your circle and not just 
 step out and step in any way you like. 



CLOSING THE CIRCLE 
8. If you called on the quarters, starting at the north, take your 
 athame, wand, or index finger and move in a clockwise motion, 
 crossing every quarter. As you do this, visualize the pure white 
 light of your circle being absorbed by your finger or tools. You 
 may say: 

"The circle is open yet unbroken." 

9. Say a personal thank you message to each of the quarters or  
 deities you invoked. 

 
10. Once you have made your way back to the North, ground the      
   energy by dispersing it into the earth. 

11. Finally, you may close and leave the circle. 

THINGS TO REMEMBER 
WHEN CASTING 

A CIRCLE 
1.Have all your tools ready ahead of time!  
 You shouldn’t be distracted going in and out of your 
 circle while you are casting it. 
 
2. It is ok to improvise your words when casting a circle. 
 This is a very personal practice and it is much better 
 to say something that comes from the heart! 
 
3. It is ok to make mistakes. You will not be graded for this!  

 Plus, mistakes are always a good starting point for  

 deep learning. 
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http://themoonlightshop.com/collections/magick/products/wand-of-dreams?variant=3998065669

