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Landrum Tables opens retail space in downtown Charleston
By Shamira McCray
smccray@scbiznews.com

Craftsman Capers Landrum Cau-
then said he normally meets peo-
ple in a workshop, covered in 

sawdust and glue. But he hopes to now be 
able to meet and greet people on a retail 
level at Landrum Tables’ new brick-and-
mortar space in downtown Charleston.

Cauthen has owned and operated the 
business since 2010. The new retail shop 

opened in September 
at 60 Broad St., in a 
shared space with 
Cecil Byrne Gallery. 

Cauthen said his 
retail sales were tra-
ditionally out of his 
warehouse.

At the shop on 
Broad Street, custom-

ers can browse a variety of original tables 
made from reclaimed wood. 

Cauthen, a Charleston native, said he 
has been building furniture since 2005. 
After Hurricane Hugo, he said he noticed 
a lot of wood being thrown out.

“In my mind, I was like, somebody 
needs to save this wood,” Cauthen said. 
“And of course, it was only like 20 years 
later before I actually did. But there’s just 

so much history in the wood, and there’s 
so much quality.”

Most of the wood used for Landrum 
Tables comes from Charleston homes, 
Cauthen said. But he also builds outdoor 
furniture from old docks; and customers 
sometimes choose to have their own sen-
timental lumber used for custom pieces. 

The new retail space is a way to have 
inventory pieces available for customers 

while also continuing to make custom 
works, Cauthen said.

“There’s only one way to have a retail 
shop and that’s to open the doors. And 
that’s what we’ve done,” Cauthen said. 
“We’ve also done that especially to attract 
the tourists who don’t know a thing about 
our company. The local people know us 
pretty well, but the average person who 
comes to Charleston may or may not  

ever hear about us.”
Cauthen said the shared space with 

Cecil Byrne Gallery allows people to look 
at the furniture in a realistic setting with 
artwork above and around it.

Furniture made by Landrum Tables is 
seen in homes and can be found in local 
businesses. Cauthen said his business has 
given him some unexpected experiences, 
such as building a table to hold the Rev. 
Clementa Pinckney’s Bible. 

Pinckney was one of nine people killed 
when a gunman opened fire during a 
Bible study at Emanuel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Charleston in 2015. 
The Bible is on display in a memorial at 
Charleston International Airport, inside 
a glass case on a round Landrum Table. 

“That’s probably the thing I’m most 
proud of, just that I could be a part of 
what’s really a monument,” Cauthen said. 
“It’s a sad monument, but it’s a reminder 
what Charleston did to prove to the world 
that we love each other as a community.”

Cauthen also has pieces on permanent 
display at the Charleston City Gallery. 

Moving forward, Cauthen said he 
plans to bring some new designs to life, 
including functional kitchen islands. CRBJ

Reach staff writer Shamira McCray at 843-849-
3119 or @shamiratweets on Twitter.

Landrum Tables are built in a variety of shapes and sizes using reclaimed wood from the Charleston area. 
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