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two of us had ever conversed with each other. Af-
ter some introductory sentences and asking about my 
expectant wife, he took over the interview and asked 
how I came to know Jesus. I shared a little about my 
own journey to faith and how I ended up in seminary, 
and a trust and friendship began to grow between us. I 
had read a bit of biographical information on Grainger 
so it was only fair that he get to know me as well. Our 
conversation turned to marriage and how precious a gift 
it is. God blesses us with a spouse and despite our actions 
and words, when we turn to the Lord he will continue to 
bless that precious gift. 

We began to talk about his early success as an artist 
with shows around the country. While the money began 
to come in and checks were cashed, Grainger realized 
something was missing from his life. Grainger, while on 
top of the world of art, was struggling internally and 
felt deflated knowing it would take another two years of 
hard work to get back to this point of having show-ready 
pieces. He began to question the satisfaction that came 
with his success. It took a dying friend sharing Jesus with 
him and the hope he had from his deathbed for Grainger 
to begin to carve away what was blocking his heart from 
knowing the Lord. Shortly thereafter in a quiet and 
solitary moment, just Grainger and Jesus, Grainger knew 
that he believed and he was born again.

Grainger went from a love and worship of creation to 
a love and worship of the Creator. He never wanted to 
misrepresent a bird or creation in his artwork, but now 
he did not want to misrepresent the one who created 
those birds. He had come to know the Lord and was liv-
ing his life for Him in new and bold ways. He had a new 
confidence knowing where his talent came from, and 
as he grew to know the Lord better, he did not want to 
misrepresent the Lord in his art or in his life. 

Grainger then told a story of meeting with a curator 
of a museum up North that was less than excited about 
sitting down with a Southern boy in a sawdust-covered 
workshop. He explained to her that all he does is take a 
block of wood and make it appear to be something that 
it is not. He told her, with her nose upturned, that the 
greatest art is what comes from an internal change that 
no human can create. The type of change that comes 
when one begins to walk to with Christ. Grainger can 
carve away at a piece of wood and recreate the most 
beautiful bird anyone has seen, but only God can change 
someone from the inside.

Our conversation turned from here to the various 
ministries that Grainger has been involved in. He told 
stories of state prisoners he interacted with through 
Kairos ministry and times he served on Cursillo. One of 
these characters called him up after being released from 
prison and wanted him to come speak at his church. 
How could Grainger say no to that, the man had served 
30 years and had come to know the Lord through Kairos. 
Another fellow called him up during a work release 
program and Grainger became his sponsor, bringing him 
to an Anglican church and showing him the ocean for 
the first time. Grainger has prayed with a lot of people 
and the Lord has done some mighty work through him. 
Grainger, the man of faith, has by far had a greater and 
longer lasting impact on people’s lives than Grainger the 
artist.

Grainger has remained humble though, making it very 
clear that God is the artist working in his life and that 
he, and all of us, are still very unfinished artwork. As he 
continues working on new pieces for future shows and 
commissioned work, Grainger will be the first to say that 
the message is more magnificent than the medium. The 
birds are beautiful but without the message of Jesus with 
those birds it means very little. No artist, no matter how 
good they are, can ever capture the full beauty of what 
God has done. With every bird comes Grainger’s story 

of faith in the risen Lord, his heart for Jesus is in every 
piece of art. And Grainger seems to live his life with a 
simple prayer in the forefront that he may never seek in 
creation what can only be found in the creator.

Newman Lawrence is a seminary student at Trinity School 
for Ministry in Ambridge, Penn. He and his wife, Trish Sosnowski 
Lawrence, are expecting twins this fall. They are members of St. 
Michael’s Church in Charleston and may often be found along 
Bohicket Creek somewhere in between Wadmalaw Island and 
Camp St. Christopher.
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McKoy, cont.

By Vaughn Burns

If you’re a longtime 
Charlestonian, you might 
know or have heard of 
Capers Landrum Cauthen 
and his business, Landrum 
Tables. 

He’s been the subject 
of many articles including 
pieces in our flagship pub-
lication, the Charleston Mer-
cury and the venerable Post 
and Courier. In addition, his 
creations and design have 
been featured in Garden and 
Gun, Architectural Digest and 
Country Living. He’s created 
tables and furnishings for 
some of the most celebrat-
ed homes in our region and 
beyond.

Most recently he was 
honored to have his custom 
design and build high-
light the Rev. Clementa 
Pinckney’s Bible in the Mother Emanuel monument at 
Charleston International Airport. As we approach the 
anniversary of this horrific event, we remember that 
our community mourns everyday but exemplifies how 
Charleston deals with the challenge of modern 

If I’m still not ringing a bell, you might be familiar 
with someone in a long list of the Cauthen and Lan-
drum families that have preceded him. Many have had 
an impact on the history, culture and preservation of 
Charleston and the surrounding Low country. His father, 
Henry F. Cauthen, was the longtime director of the 
Preservation Society of Charleston, so his childhood was 
happily blessed following his dad from one historic site 
to another, soaking up all the history, preservation tech-
niques and knowledge of his father. Today, it’s obvious 
that young Capers was paying attention and his crafts-
manship and creations are beautiful representations that 
honor our history and his lineage as well.

What I’d like to tell you about most is the Capers 
Cauthen that I met for the first time on a day in early 
May after having researched all the background I could 
find. He’s a very busy man — like most chasing that 
entrepreneurial bliss — but Capers graciously agreed to 
meet me on a particularly hectic day. Upon entering his 
temporary headquarters in North Charleston, I was im-
mediately drawn to the deer mounts, tanned hides on the 
couch and the smell of priceless wood being worked into 
the next masterpiece.

Shaking his hand for the first time, his warm smile, 
honest eyes and the strong hands of a craftsman were ob-
vious and agreed with my expectations of meeting one of 
our area’s premier furniture artists. What really impacted 
me was the excitement of his answers to my questions 
about those white-tailed deer racks, the beautiful hide 
spread across the office couch and the stories that ac-
companied each trophy. One can’t help but connect 
the patience and love of the outdoorsman that sits in a 

chilly tree stand at dawn, in reverence of the beauty of 
God’s creation not knowing if he’ll see any antlers today 
and the craftsman who looks at a 200-year-old piece of 
salvaged timber from an 1800s home and sees a modern 
but classic piece of furniture that might compliment one 
of Charleston’s showpiece homes.

Perhaps more significant to the success of his busi-
ness, many of his projects are found in equally beautiful 
but less historically notable homes too. Very soon in our 
meeting, I’m thinking this man could have been a very 
successful lawyer or evangelist or pastor in another life 
and he admits that his gene pool has a few of each — 
but that wasn’t God’s plan; this man was meant to be a 
craftsman and entrepreneur. With all that in mind, I’m 
here to research a piece in the Carolina Compass so I’m 
here to learn about Capers the Christian, his challenges, 
the resurgences and the path to the faith and commit-
ment that have been a large part of his success today.

He’ll tell you that he prays a lot; he prays when he’s 
driving, when he’s hunting, when he’s thinking about a 
project; and he prays out loud, early and often without 
a bit of shame in his telling. His audible prayers are his 
way of confessing all the things that he’s facing at that 
moment with his God — straight talk between creation 
and his Creator. Capers is pretty matter of fact on eve-
rything we discussed and I learned that his experiences 
have taught him to be honest in prayer with his Savior 
and equally honest in his business dealings and those 
challenges too. He’s had more than his share of business 
challenges lately, and he knows that his faith has carried 
him through seemingly insurmountable obstacles. His 
victories are quickly explained by his conviction and 
trust in Christ in a faith journey that includes divorce, 
financial collapse and the deaths of family members who 
were anchors in his life; he knows complete rock bot-
tom. Through his trust in God’s plan, again he found 
happiness in love, life and his work.

More recently, when business was seemingly going 
great and years of collected “old wood” was sitting in his 
warehouse waiting for the next project, he learned his 
shop lease was being terminated. Imagine:  Tons of wood 
and years of collecting it and he learned with very short 
notice that his lease was being terminated. Many would 
have folded but he did not; there was no way he could do 
that. With lots of prayer and a bit of divine intervention, 
he’ll tell you today that this faith has been rewarded. 
He’s a strong man in victory but more importantly, he 
was a stronger man in what most would have called 
defeat.

He reached out to the community to try and share 
those beautiful pieces of old wood that he treasured so 
dearly. The response was disappointing at first but over 
a period of a few weeks, he was blessed with meeting 
hundreds of people who thankfully found uses for his 
treasures. They included dads and sons looking for a 
project, weekend warriors with a wood shed project and 
even a few “competitors” (if he truly has any) who were 
blessed with access to Capers years of finding and saving 
some of Charleston’s old wood. He sold some at nominal 
prices and gave away quite a bit too. He’ll tell you today 
that the blessings of that challenge are many and many 
friends and customers resulted.

His business plan and a future show room and expand-
ed shop on much-valued Charleston peninsula real estate 
are well underway and within the next year, he’ll humbly 
be showing off his new location with a smile and giv-
ing all glory to his Savior as he joyfully moves on to the 
next stage of the story of Landrum Tables. I’m anxious to 
write my next piece about Capers when he has a grand 
opening at the new location. He’s been an inspiration to 
me and an example for all of us when we think we’re in a 
corner and can’t get out or against a wall we can’t climb. 
Next time that happens to me, I’ll surely think of Capers 
— and probably will be praying out loud, too. 

Cauthen blesses Lowcountry 
with special project, everyday faithfulness

 IMAGE COURTESY OF THE AUTHOR 

Cauthen’s display for the Rev. Clementa Pinckney’s Bible.
 IMAGE COURTESY OF THE AUTHOR 

Capers Cauthen.

 IMAGE BY CAROLINA COMPASS STAFF

Floride and Grainger McKoy.

“...God is the artist 
working in 

his life ... he, and 
all of us, are still 
very unfi nished 

artwork.”
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