
Group Study Guide

acts
THE book of

k

Study Guide developed by Darlene Fizer for the ECS Bible study course, The Book of Acts.

R . E .  H a r l o w ’ s



Lesson #1: Read pages 5-8 of the lesson
  Memory verse: Acts 1:8
Lesson #2: Read pages 9-14 of the lesson
  Memory verse: Acts 2:24
Lesson #3: Read pages 15-20 of the lesson
  Memory verse: Acts 4:12
Lesson #4: Read pages 21-26 of the lesson
  Memory verse: Acts 7:55, 56
Lesson #5 Read pages 27-21 of the lesson
  Memory verse: Acts 10:42, 43
Lesson #6 Read pages 33-38 of the lesson
  Memory verse: Acts 12:24

Lesson #7 Read pages 39-46 of the lesson
  Memory verse: Acts 13:38, 39
Lesson #8 Read pages 47-53 of the lesson
  Memory verse: Acts 16:30, 31
Lesson #9 Read pages 55-61 of the lesson
  Memory verse: John 14:12
Lesson #10 Read pages 63-69 of the lesson
  Memory verse: Acts 22:14, 15
Lesson #11 Read pages 71-73 of the lesson
  Memory verse: Acts 26:22, 23
Lesson #12 Read pages 75-80 of the lesson
  Memory verse: Acts 27:25

Getting Started:
Thanks for joining us for this 12-week study on The Book of Acts! The book of Acts tells us how the early 
church faced the challenge of taking the gospel to the world. It tells how the gospel made its way westward 
until at last it reached Rome. 
Below you’ll find reading assignments, questions, and Bible verses to memorize. This study guide has been 
written to accompany the ECS Bible study course The Book of Acts.
Each student should have his/her own copy of the study questions and of the Bible course and use them 
when preparing for the study. The questions are then discussed when the group meets.
Read through the assigned chapters in the ECS Bible course The Book of Acts, including the suggested 
Scripture for each week. Then answer the questions before your group comes together.  
Also included with your Bible course are exams that correspond with each chapter. Make sure to get 
instructions from your leader on how and when to take these exams. Leaders: a good practice for 
answering the exam questions would be to have each student take the exam before the lesson—then at the 
study, the lessons can be graded. 

Group Study Guide

“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” –2 Timothy 2:15

Schedule
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The Book Itself 1
Lesson

For this lesson, be sure to read pages 5-8 in the ECS Bible course The Book of Acts. 
Memorize Acts 1:8.

A.  The New Testament
“The Acts of the Apostles is the only inspired church history; it is also the first curch history, and the only primary 
church history to cover th eearliest days of the faith. All others merely draw on Luke’s work with a few traditions (and 
many conjectures) added. We would be at a total loss without this book.” - William MacDonald

1. How can the New Testament be divided into three sections according to their subject content? (p. 5)

2. Explain why Acts is such an important book of the Bible (p. 5).

3. How is it unique among all the books of the Bible? See above notes.

B. The Acts
1. Who is the Person acting in the book of Acts and how? (p. 5)

2. What might be a good name for Acts? (p. 5) 

3. What promise which Christ made to the disciples is fulfilled in the book of Acts and when was it fulfilled? 
(Jn 14:16-17; Acts 1:8; 2:4; p. 7)

4. Why was the coming of the Holy Spirit so important to the formation of the church? (Acts 1:8)

C. Who Wrote the Book of Acts?
1. Who was Luke and why was he well qualified to write Acts? (Acts 1:1;16:10; Col. 4:14; 2 Tim 4:11; p. 7)

2. How can we know from the book itself when Luke is recording his travels with Paul?  (p. 7)

3. In what sense is he the author? (2 Tim. 3:16, 17)
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D. Why Did Luke Write Acts? 
1. Why did Luke write this second account and why is it so important? (1:1)

2. What is Christ’s glorious “unfinished” work? (Heb 7:25; p. 7) 

E. What is Acts About?
1. What command did Christ give His disciples before He left for heaven? What promise did He make? 

(Matt. 28:18-20; Lk 24:46-48)

2. Is His command and promise applicable to us today? Explain.

 F. Whom Does Acts tell About?
1. Who are the main personalities of the book? How many different people are mentioned in the book? (p. 8)

Personal Application
How would you explain to someone why it is important to study the book of Acts? 
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The Coming of Pentecost 2
Lesson

A. The Lord Jesus Ascends to Heaven 
1. Why is it important that Jesus showed Himself to the disciples and gave many convincing proofs that He was 

alive? (Acts 1:3; p. 9)

2. How did Jesus prepare and equip His disciples to continue His ministry on earth? (vv. 4-8; pp. 9-10)

3. Compare verse 8 with John 14:16-17, 26; 16:8-10, 13-14. What new truth about the Holy Spirit does He tell 
them about in verse 8 that He did not tell them about before His death?  Why do they need to know this 
now?

4. Describe Christ’s ascension into heaven (vv. 9-11). With what promise were the witnesses left? When will 
this take place or when will this promise be fulfilled? (Acts 2:17-21;  John 14:1-3; 1 Thessalonians 4:16 -17)

5. What difference would His ascension and the promise of His return make in the disciple’s ministry?

6. Why do you think prayer was the major activity they engaged in after they returned to Jerusalem? What 
characterized their prayer and who was in those prayer meetings? (vv. 12-26; p. )

7. What were the qualifications of the person who would replace Judas, and why were these  important? (vv. 
21-25)

B. The Coming of the Holy Spirit (2: 1-47)
1. Describe in detail what happened on the day of Pentecost. (2:1-4)

2. What gift were the disciples given and for what purpose? (2:5-11)

For this lesson, be sure to read pages 19-14 in the ECS Bible course The Book of Acts, 
which covers chapters 1-2 of Acts. Memorize Acts 2:24.

5



3. What were the different reactions to this event? (2:12 -13)

4. How does Peter explain what happened? (2:14-16; Joel 2:28-32, pp. 13 -14)

5. What part of the prophecy was fulfilled at Pentecost? When will the rest be fulfilled? What part of the prophecy 
was true at Pentecost and is still true today? (2:17-21; Rom.10:13)  See above notes and pages 13 –14)

6. What does it mean to call upon the name of the Lord? What is the result? 

7. On what basis does Peter say that God has made this Jesus both Lord and Christ? (vv. 25- 36; pp. 13-14)

8. How does the crowd respond to what he says about Christ and themselves? (vv. 37- 42)

9. How did the new converts prove the reality of their profession of faith in Christ? (vv. 42-47) Are these 
things a part of your life as a believer?

Personal Application
What do we learn about the power of the Holy Spirit and 
prayer in this lesson? How do both equip us to carry out 

the Lord’s command to go into all the world and preach the 
Gospel?
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Triumph and Testing 3
Lesson

A. The Lame Man is Healed (3:1-10)
1. What dramatic example does Luke give of the many wonders and miraculous signs done by the apostles? 

(Acts 2:43; 3:2-10)

2. By what authority does Peter respond to the man’s request? (v. 6)

3. Compare what the man asked for, and expected, with what he actually received (vv. 3- 9, 15; p. 15)

4. How does Luke assure us that this was an immediate healing and not a gradual process? (vv. 7- 8) How is 
the human and divine brought together?

5. How and why did Peter use this miracle to draw attention away from the apostles to the Lord Jesus? (11-26, 
pp. 15-16)

6. What important points does Peter make in his sermon? What is his conclusion? (vv. 13-26, pp. 15-16)

7. What different titles does Peter give to Jesus and what do they tell us about Him? (vv. 13-26)

8. What do we learn about the attitude of the religious leaders towards Peter and John? (Acts 4:1-21; p. 16)

9. Of what does Peter accuse the religious leaders? (v. 10; 3:13-15)

10. Describe their prayer (vv. 24-30) What specific requests do they make? How are those requests different from 
what you might expect under the circumstances? (p. 17) what was the result of their prayer? (vv. 31-37)

For this lesson, be sure to read pages 15-20 in the ECS Bible course The Book of Acts, 
which covers chapters 3-5 of Acts. Memorize Acts 4:12.
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B. Opposition From Satan (5)
1. What was the sin that Ananias and Sapphira committed and why was it so serious? (5:1-11) What might have 

been their motive or reason for doing what they did? (4:32-37, p. 18) 

2. How is this opposition from Satan against the church different from what happened in chapter 4 when the 
apostles were arrested for healing the lame man? (p. 18)

3. What was the result of this judgment on the church? (11-16)

4. How do the authorities respond to the ministry of the apostles? (vv. 17-33)

5. What can we learn from this passage about obeying human authority and obeying divine authority? See also 
Acts 4:18-20.

6. What accusation does Peter make once again and how does this reveal that Peter was indeed a changed man? 
(v. 30) See also Acts 2:23, 36; 3:14, 15; 4:10. What remedy or hope does Peter offer them? (5:31; 2:38; 3:19. 26)

7. How did God intervene on behalf of the apostles? (v. 19 vv. 34-39)

8. How did the authorities respond to Gamaliel’s logic? (v. 40)

9. How did the apostles respond to the beating they received? (vv. 41- 42)

10. What has been the re-occurring theme so far? See Acts 2:30-32; 3:13-15, 26; 4:10; 5:30)

Personal Application
What can we learn about the opposition of Satan in the church 
and his opposition from outside the church from this lesson? 
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A Martyr and a Missionary 4
Lesson

A. The Work, Speech and Death of Stephen
1. What new problem confronts the church and how did they solve it? (6:1-7) What remains a priority for the 

apostles? (v. 4; p. 21)

2. One of those chosen was Stephen. What kind of man was he? (6:8-15)

3. What was the charge made against Stephen? (vv. 13, 14; p. 21) 

4. What important points does Stephen mention about Abraham’s life and why does he make them? (7:1-8; p. 22)

5. In what ways was Joseph a picture of Christ? (7:9-16, p. 22) What was Stephen’s purpose in reviewing 
Joseph’s life?

6. How did Stephen’s account of Moses reinforce his defense? (7:17-43; pp. 22-23)

7. What charge does Stephen make against the leaders? (vv. 44-53; p. 23)

8. What was their response to his charge and what does this reveal about them?  (54-60; pp. 23-24)

9. What impresses you about the way Stephen dies? Why? What challenges can we accept from his example? 
(vv. 59, 60) 

For this lesson, be sure to read pages 21-26 in the ECS Bible course The Book of Acts, 
which covers chapters 6-8 of Acts. Memorize Acts 7:55, 56.
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B. The Gospel Travels to Samaria and Africa
1. How does the death of Stephen and the persecution that follows help to fulfill the Promise that Christ 

made in Acts 1:8? (Acts 8:1-8; p. 24)

2. Who is at the forefront of this persecution? (7:58; 8:1, 3) 

3. Why is it significant that Philip, a Jew goes to Samaria to preach the Gospel? (pp. 25-26, John 4:9)

4. Who was Simon, and how was he affected by the Gospel message? (8:9-13)

5. Why was it important for the church in Jerusalem to send Peter and John to minister to these new 
Samaritan believers? See note above and pages 24-25.

6. What did Peter teach Simon about following Christ? (8:18-25, p. 25)

7. What evidence is there from the text that Simon had not truly believed? (vv. 18-25; p. 25)

8. What is involved in the Ethiopian official becoming a believer in Christ? (8:26-36)

9. What can we learn about witnessing to others of Christ from this incident?

10. What evidence is there that the conversion of the Ethiopian was real? (vv. 36-39; Acts 2:41; Rom. 10:9, 10) 
NOTE: v. 37 is not found in earlier manuscripts.

Personal Application
How can we see from this lesson that problems within the 
church and persecution from without the church can be 

beneficial for the church?
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Two Key Conversions 5
Lesson

A. Saul Believes in Christ (9:1-9)
1. Describe Saul of Tarsus. (7:58; 8:1-3; 9:1,2; 22:3-5; 26:4, 5, 9; Phil. 3:5, 6, p. 27)  What happened to him on 

the road to Damascus? (vv. 3-9)

2. What did Saul learn about Jesus and His followers from this encounter? (vv. 4, 5; p. 27)  

3. Who was Ananias and why was he reluctant to do what the Lord told him to do? (vv. 10-14; pp. 27,28)

4. What is the significance of Ananias’ ministry to Saul? (vv. 15-18) What does he learn about Paul’s future?

5. What evidence do we see in verses 19-25 that Saul is a changed man?

6. What transpires between verses 21 and 22? (See Galatians 1:15-17) Why is this important?

7. What is the response of the Christians in Jerusalem to Saul? (v. 26) 

8. Contrast the way Saul leaves Jerusalem before his conversion with the way he leaves after his conversion 
(vv. 1-3; 29, 30)

9. What connection is there between Paul’s conversion and the time of peace the churches in Judea, Galilee 
and Samaria enjoyed? (v. 31)

10. How do the miracles that transpired in Lydda and Joppa prove that Peter was a genuine disciple of Christ? 
(vv. 32-34)

For this lesson, be sure to read pages 27-32 in the ECS Bible course The Book of Acts, 
which covers chapters 9-10 of Acts. Memorize Acts 10:42, 43
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B. The House of Cornelius
1. What evidence is there that Cornelius is ready to believe to Gospel? (10:1-8)

2. How did God prepare Peter to meet Cornelius? (10:9-23, pp. 30-31)

3. What evidence do we see of Cornelius’ hunger to hear the Word of God? (vv. 24-33)

4. What does Peter tell Cornelius, his friends, and relatives, about God and His Christ? (vv. 34-43)

5. What evidence did Peter give to prove that what he was saying was true? (vv. 39-43)

6. What choice did he present to them? (vv. 42, 43) 

7. What factors contributed to the conversion of Cornelius, his friends and relatives?

8. What proof do we see of genuine faith in those who heard the Word? (vv. 44-48)

Personal Application
Compare the conversion of Paul with how Cornelius 

came to faith in Christ.
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Growing Pains 6
Lesson

A. Jerusalem and Antioch
1. What did the leaders of the circumcision in Jerusalem criticize Peter for? (11:1-3) How did he 

respond to their criticism? (vv. 4-14)

2. What evidence does Peter present as proof that the Gentiles were saved the same way the Jews 
were saved? (vv. 15-18; p. 34) 

3. Describe the outreach of the Gospel in verses 19-21.

4. What happened at Antioch to further the spread of the Gospel? Who was involved in this 
ministry? (vv. 22-26)

5. How is fellowship and love among the believers in Jerusalem and Antioch seen here?

B. Persecution at Jerusalem
1. How do we see God working differently on behalf of James and Peter? (12:1-4)

2. How does the church and Peter himself respond to his imprisonment? (vv. 5, 6)

3. For what reasons might Peter be calm and unafraid at this time? (Acts 5:17-21; John 21:18,19) 
What can we learn from his experience? 

4. Describe the miraculous release of Peter from prison (vv. 7-14).

5. Compare the response of the believers with that of the soldiers and Herod when they earn of 
Peter’s release? (vv. 15-19)

For this lesson, be sure to read pages 33-38 in the ECS Bible course The Book of Acts, 
which covers chapters 11-12 of Acts. Memorize Acts 12:24
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6. What solemn warning is there in God’s judgment on Herod? (vv. 20-23)

7. In contrast to what happened to Herod, what is happening to the gospel? (vv. 24, 25)

8. Contrast the way chapter 12 begins with the way it ends (12:1-4, 11, 23, 24)

Personal Application
What do we learn about the way God works from these 

two chapters? 
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The Regions Beyond 7
Lesson

 A. Paul’s First Missionary Journey
1. Who are the first missionaries sent out and how were they chosen? (vv. 1-4; p. 39) Where and how did they 

preach the Gospel? (v. 5) 

2. Contrast the pro-counsel with Elymas (vv. 6-8; p. 39)

3. Why do you think that Paul was so severe in his reprimand of Elymas? (vv. 9-12) What was the result?

4. How is it evident that Luke is now going to focus on Paul, and that he has now emerged as the leader? 
What happened at Perga? (v. 13)

5. To whom did they first go with the Gospel in Antioch? (v. 14, 15) 

6. Summarize Paul’s message (vv. 16-41; p. 41)

7. How do we see God’s grace emphasized in Israel’s history in verses 16-25?

8. What truths about Christ does Paul proclaim? (vv. 23-39) How does Paul prove the reality of Christ’s 
resurrection? (vv. 30-37)

9. What conclusion and final appeal does he make? (vv. 38-52) What was the result of his message? (vv. 42-52)

10. How did the people of Iconium and Lystra respond to Paul and Barnabas and their message

11. Why was their presentation of the truth different in Lystra than it was when they preached in the 
synagogue on the Island of Cyprus and Iconium? Compare 13:14-17, 14:14-17)

For this lesson, be sure to read pages 39-46 in the ECS Bible course The Book of Acts, 
which covers chapters 13-15 of Acts. Memorize Acts 13:38, 39
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12. What did they do on their return trips to Lystra and Iconium and Antioch? Why? (vv. 21- 23). How did 
Paul conclude his first missionary journey? (vv. 24-28)

B. The Jerusalem Council (15)
1. What new problem arose for the Christian community? (15:1-5) What similar problem had these men 

from Judea caused earlier? (11:2, 3; p. 43)

2. Why was this such a serious problem? (p. 43, Eph. 2:8, 9; Gal. 2:16, 3:26; Rom.3:20)

3. How did they decide to solve the problem? (vv. 2-5)

4. How does Peter defend the truth that circumcision is not necessary for salvation? How did Paul and 
Barnabas reinforce this? (v. 12)

5. What did James contribute to support Peter’s argument? (vv. 13-18)

6. For what reason did James suggest what he did in verses 19-21?” (pp. 44-45)

7. What did the leaders do to insure that this important decision was adequately communicated to the 
churches? (vv. 22-29)  

8. How was this message received, and with what final outcome? (vv. 30-35)

9. How did Paul and Barnabas deal with their disagreement over John Mark? (vv. 36-41)

Personal Application
Why do you think the problem of adding works to 

salvation continues to be a problem to this present day? 
What kind of works do people today think we must do in 

order to be saved?
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The Second Round 8
Lesson

A. From Antioch to Philippi
1. How was it that Timothy joined Paul and his party? (vv. 1-5) After all the discussion at Jerusalem about 

Gentiles not needing to be circumcised, why did Paul have Timothy circumcised before taking him on his 
missionary journey? (p. 47)

2. How did the Holy Spirit guide Paul and his party into Europe? (vv. 6-11) Who now joins the group? (v. 10; p. 49)

3. Where and with whom did they share the Gospel in Philippi? Why didn’t they go to the synagogue? (vv. 
11-15; p. 49) Why were they jailed in Philippi? (vv. 16-24)

4. How was it possible for Paul and Silas to respond with such joy in being wrongfully imprisoned? (v. 25; p. 
50) See Philippians 4:4-7) What is our natural response to difficulties and trials? (James 1:2-4)

5. Why did the jailer ask “What must I do to be saved?” (vv. 26-31, p. 50) With what result? (vv. 32-34)

6. Why didn’t Paul and Silas leave Philippi quietly as they were asked to? (vv. 35-40)

B. On to Athens and Back to Antioch
1. Describe Paul’s approach to the Jews in Thessolonica. How did they respond? (17:1-4)

2. What charge did the unbelieving Jews make against Paul and what motivated them? (vv. 5-9)

3. Compare the response of the Bereans to the Gospel to that of the Thessalonians. (vv. 10-12; p. 51)

4. How was it that Paul went to Athens and what caught his attention there? (vv. 13-16) What did he do in 
response to what he saw? (v. 17; p. 52)

For this lesson, be sure to read pages 47-53 in the ECS Bible course The Book of Acts, 
which covers chapters 16:1-18:22 of Acts. Memorize Acts 16:30, 31
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5. What new opportunity was given to Paul to preach the Gospel? (vv. 18-21)

6. How did Paul introduce his subject and what did he tell them about God? (vv. 23-29) How did he bring 
them to the point of making a decision? (vv. 30-34) What was the response?

7. What do we learn about Paul from Acts 18:1-5?

8. Why did Paul take such the drastic action to the Jews opposition to his message (vv. 5, 6)? To whom was he 
called? (Acts 9:15; Galatians 2:7, 8)

9. What happened as a result of Paul’s preaching to the Gentiles? (vv. 7, 8)

10. How did the Lord encourage Paul at this time and with what result? What two promises did the Lord make 
to him? (vv. 9-11)

11. What charge did the Jews bring against Paul and to what extent did they go in their persecution of him? 
(vv. 12-16) Why was Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue beaten? (v. 17); p. 53)

12. Trace the rest of Paul’s journey back to Antioch. (vv. 18-22) This now concludes his second missionary 
journey. 

Personal Application
Compare the different kinds of people we see responding 

to the Gospel in this lesson. 
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More Worlds to Conquer 9
Lesson

A. Revival in Ephesus (18:23-28)
1. Describe Apollos and his ministry. 

2. How are Apollos, Priscilla and Aquila examples to us?

3. How was the knowledge and experience of the 12 disciples that Paul met imperfect and defective? (19:1-7)

4. What fruit do we see from Paul’s work in Ephesus from verses 8-20?

5. What did Satan do to try to oppose and obstruct God’s work? (vv. 13-16) See also 2 Corinthians 11;13, 14; 
1 Timothy 4:1-3;1 John 4:1-3; Exodus 7:8-13, 20-22.

6. Why did Demetrius oppose Paul? (vv. 21-28) 

7. Describe the scene that took place as a result (vv. 28-41)

B. Towards Jerusalem
1. What characteristics of Paul’s ministry can be seen in verses 1-6 of chapter 20?

2. What can we learn about the early Christians from the meeting at Troas? (vv. 7-12)

3. Why did Paul bypass Ephesus on this trip? (vv. 13-16) 

4. How would you describe his farewell talk with the Ephesian elders. (vv. 17-27, p. 60)

For this lesson, be sure to read pages 55-61 in the ECS Bible course The Book of Acts, 
which covers chapters 18:23-20:38 of Acts. Memorize John 14:12.
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5. What kind of attitude did Paul have towards suffering and death? (vv. 22-24) Why? See also Psalm 16:8.

6. What exhortation and warning does he give the elders? (vv. 28-31, pp. 60-61) Why is this charge 
important? (v. 28)

7. Why was Paul not afraid to leave them? (v. 32)

8. What further example from his own life did Paul set before the elders? (vv. 33-35)

9. How did he conclude his visit with them? (vv. 36-38)

Personal Application
What do we learn from this lesson about the 

characteristics of a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ?
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Paul is Arrested 10
Lesson

A. Paul in Jerusalem (21-22)
1. What warnings does Paul receive about his plans to go to Jerusalem? (vv. 1-14) See also Acts 20: 22, 23.  

How did Paul’s friends respond to these warnings? (vv. 12-14)

2. How did Paul respond to the warnings? What did he consider important? (vv. 20:24; 21:13)

3. What did Paul and his friends do upon their arrival at Jerusalem? (vv. 15-19) 

4. Why did Paul agree to take this special vow? (vv. 20-25; p. 65)

5. What two charges were made against Paul and with what result? (vv. 26-36)

6. How does God intervene on Paul’s behalf? (vv. 37-40)

7. How does Paul defend himself? (22:1-21) 

8. How is God’s intervention in Paul’s life seen in his testimony?

9. At what point does the crowd interrupt him and continue their assault against him, and why? (vv. 21-24; p. 66)

10. How did justice and the Roman law help Paul at this time? (vv. 25-29)

B. Paul Goes to Caesarea (23-24)
1. With what claim does Paul begin his defense before the council? (23:1-5)

For this lesson, be sure to read pages 63-69 in the ECS Bible course The Book of Acts, 
which covers chapters 21-24 of Acts. Memorize Acts 22:14, 15
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2. Why does Paul’s claim of living in all “good conscience” anger the high priest?

3. What was Paul’s response to being treated unjustly at this point? What was he apparently not aware of? (vv. 
3-5; p. 67)

4. What happened when Paul claimed to be a Pharisee, one who believed in the resurrection,  and why? (vv. 
6-10)

5. How was Paul encouraged that very night? (v. 11)

6. How is God’s hand of protection on Paul seen in what happened the next day? (vv. 12-22)

7. In what ways did God use the government at that time to fulfill his purpose for Paul in bringing him safely 
to Caesarea for trial before Felix, the governor? (vv. 23-35)

8. Who prosecutes Paul and what four charges (vv. 5, 6) were made against him? (24:1-10; p. 68)

9. Describe Paul’s defense against each of these charges (vv. 10-21; pp. 68, 69)

10. What did Paul and his friends do upon their arrival at Jerusalem? (vv. 15-19) 

11. What challenge did Paul give them? (vv. 20, 21) 

12. What was the out-come of the trial? (vv. 22-29) 

Personal Application
What people and factors were involved in Paul being 

saved from death at this time? What can we learn about 
God’s work on behalf of His own from this lesson?
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The Appeal to Caesar 11
Lesson

A. Paul Answers to Festus and Appeals to Caesar
1. How is it that Paul defends himself before Festus in Caesarea? (25:1-6; p. 71)

2. Why did Paul finally appeal to Caesar (the Emperor)? (vv. 7-12; p. 71)

3. What do we learn about Festus himself from the account of Paul that he sent to King Agrippa? (vv. 13-22)

4. Who was King Agrippa, and why is it unlikely that Paul will receive a fair trial from him?

5. What did Festus hope to accomplish by sending Paul to Herod Agrippa? (vv. 23-27)

6. How does Paul begin his defense? (26:1-11) What searching question does he ask King Agrippa? (vv. 6-8)

7. What was Paul’s real defense? (vv. 12-23) According to verses 17 and 18 what information does he give 
about the Gospel?

8. What truths about Christ did Paul share with the king in his testimony? (vv. 15-18)

9. How did Festus respond to Paul’s testimony and why? (vv. 24-26; I Cor. 1:18)

10. What searching question did Paul ask King Agrippa and how did he respond? (vv. 27, 28)

11. What impresses you about Paul’s response to them? (v. 29) 

For this lesson, be sure to read pages 71-73 in the ECS Bible course The Book of Acts, 
which covers chapters 25-26 of Acts. Memorize Acts 26:22, 23
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12. What final decision concerning Paul is made? (vv. 30-32)

Personal Application
How was Paul an exemplary testimony during this entire 
time? What can we learn about honoring the Lord under 

the stress of trials from his experience?
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Perils and Prison 12
Lesson

A. The Journey to Rome (27)
1. Who was in charge of those sailing to Rome with Paul? How did he treat Paul? (27:1- 8; p. 75) What does 

this tell us about Paul?

2. Why do you think the centurion took the captain’s advice about going 20 miles further rather than Paul’s 
suggestion to stay at Fair Havens for the winter? (vv. 9-12; pp. 75-76)

3. What happened as a result? (vv. 13-20) 

4. How does Paul save the ship and the passengers? (vv. 21-38)

5. What promises were the foundation of Paul’s faith? (vv. 23-25)

6. Who is really in charge at this point? Why? 

7. How do we see the centurion’s care for Paul once again and God’s hand in preserving him in order for him 
to reach Rome? (vv. 39-44)

B. Paul Arrives at Rome (28)
1. How is it evident that Paul is still in charge although he is a prisoner? (28:1-10)

2. Who now encourages Paul? (vv. 11-16; p. 78) 

3. What special treatment does Paul receive from the centurion once they reach Rome? (v. 16)

For this lesson, be sure to read pages 75-80 in the ECS Bible course The Book of Acts, 
which covers chapters 27-28 of Acts. Memorize Acts 27:25
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4. To whom does Paul seek to witness in Rome? (vv. 17-20) What was the result? (vv. 21-29; p. 79)

5. How does Luke end this account of the spread of the Gospel? (vv. 30, 31)

6. From 2 Corinthians 4:8-10 and 11:23-28, what does Paul tell us about his life?

Personal Application
How is Paul’s Christ-like character seen throughout this 

entire trip to Rome? 
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