
         onvicted of 1st degree assault, 
         Ed Wolff faced a daunting 20 years 
behind prison bars. Although Ed (now 
inmate ID#506882) had previously 
served in the military and could hold 
his own, he was scared. The Texas prison 
system was tough, but the hardened 
inmates there were even tougher.
 “My plan was to find the toughest guy 
on the inside and hurt him . . . that way 
people would know they couldn’t mess 
with me.”
 But God had other plans. The toughest-
looking guy was a Christian, who after 
meeting Ed helped introduce him to the 
ECS Bible study program. “He reached 
out and gave me a copy of Born to Win, 
says Ed. “That course made a huge 
difference in my life!”
 Ed realized his way wasn’t working. 
Even though he had previously received 
Jesus Christ as his Savior, he had 
wandered far from Him. Yet the 
testimony of Christian inmates and the 
ECS study courses (mailed to him by 
Write-Way Prison Ministries of Texas) 
helped  lead Ed back to the Lord and 
learn God’s Word. 
 Finally, after nearly two decades behind 
prison bars and concrete walls, Ed was 
released. “The transition back into society 
was tough and discouraging,” says Ed. 
“But the lessons I learned in those studies 
helped keep me focused.”
 By the grace of God, Ed now owns and 
manages his own landscaping business. 
He even hires ex-inmates, recognizing 
how difficult it is for them to find a job. 
In addition, Ed takes the opportunity to 
share his testimony with them.
 “When I think of redemption,” says 
Ed, “it makes me think of the word 
‘restoration’. It’s fixing whatever is broken, 
and that’s precisely what God does in our 

lives. He restores and raises up people for 
His glory and for His purpose.”
 Prison ministry is a field that is ripe for 
harvest. Both individuals and churches 
have the opportunity to proclaim God’s 
wonderful grace to those who have lost 
hope and are searching for answers. 

C Ed personally experienced the value of 
prison ministry. “All those people who 
grade correspondence courses, they made 
a tremendous difference in my life.”
 Will you be God’s instrument in 
helping inmates find and grow in the 
Lord?

Watch Ed’s testimony at 
www.ecsministries.org/prison-ministry-videos 
or simply scan the QR Code.

www.ecsministries.org/prison-ministry-videos


   

Rob Tyler, Director
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BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE

PURCHASE 
WAREHOUSE 

$600,000

CURRENT 
FUNDS RAISED  

$198,491

   e are praising God for the 
     continued growth in the 
building fund balance! 
 Our current warehouse is in an old 
turn-of-the-century warehouse building 
in downtown Dubuque. In May 2012 
we opened the fund, and as of 
September 2015, the overall amount 
stands at $198,491.

Our Building for the Future plan is:

Purchase / Renovate a Warehouse – 
$600,000.

Establish a Relocation & Equipment 
Fund – $100,000.

Create a Building Maintenance Fund – 
$300,000.

FYI, our Building for the Future resourc-
es are now split proportionately across 
these funds to ensure that we can meet 
the financial costs.

Check out the ECS website to view the 
warehouse video.

W completion of 72 units of study) and a 
Diploma in Biblical Studies (for 
completion of 144 units of study) with 
Emmaus Correspondence School. These 
diplomas constitute recognition of a very 
real effort made in studying the Bible.
 And last but not least, I can confirm 
that rumors of my retirement are true. 
I have advised the ECS Board of Directors 
that I plan to retire by June 30, 2016. 
My wife Sue and I agree that it is time 
for a younger man to lead ECS Ministries 
through the next set of challenges and 
opportunities, and for us personally to 
focus on our family as it grows through 
the addition of grandchildren. As you are 
aware, God has blessed ECS significantly, 
not only in the expansion of the type and 
volume of materials, but in the media 

through which they are now accessible. 
I humbly thank Him for allowing me 
to be part of this thriving ministry since 
2000. Please pray with the Board of 
Directors and me as we look to the Lord 
to raise up the next Executive Director.

    e are excited to have over 90
            courses available in eCourse 
format through our website! This is in 
addition to those available via Apple 
and Android devices. So now you can 
complete our courses on a PC, a tablet, 
a smart phone, and of course, in paper 
format.
 One nice feature of the eCourses 
available through our website is that 
you can purchase a course and give it to 
someone else. Simply give us their name 
and email address when you buy a course, 
and we will notify them and get them 
started.
 Next, I want to remind you of 
something I mentioned in the last issue. 
We are now offering an Associate 
Diploma in Biblical Studies (for 
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From the Prisoner’s Pen

“Someone once said that one man’s garbage 
is another man’s treasure. I found a copy of 
Walkin’ the Walk in a trash can. Thank God! I’m 
having so much fun reading and taking the 
exams. Can you please send me some more 
courses?” – Ray 

“I appreciate with my whole heart the work 
and dedication you take to make it possible for 
these studies to reach our hands without cost. 
I pray there will always be people to donate 
so you can continue helping people like me to 
be able to know something as wonderful as 
the Word of the living God. Thank you for the 
attention you give to us.” – Rodrigo 

“In the late 1990s and early 2000s, I took ECS 
courses. They helped me get a foundation 
concerning the Word of God. A house built on 
the right foundation is important to grow a 
fruitful Christian. I am one of the recent grad-
uates of the 2015 inaugural class at South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary at the 
Darrington Unit. I have been incarcerated for 
twenty years. Currently I am transitioning to 
my new unit of assignment as a field minister 
to help change prison culture and spread the 
good news of Jesus Christ. Thank you for the 
ECS courses, because they give a foundational 
support from the Word of God. Please keep me 
and the other field ministers in prayer as we 
go out. Also, please pray for me as I draw near 
the time for release.” – Tracy 

ECS is 73-years-old! Check below if you are 
 73-years-old and use the coupon for a free 
 course up to  $7.95 in value.

Yes, I am 73 years old! 
 Please send me me ____________________ free course

No, I am not 73 but I would like to give a $73 donation.

SEVENTY-THREE SPECIAL

All gifts are tax-deductible. Give online at ECSMinistries.org/donate.

http://ECSMinistries.org/donate


C O L U M B I A
Colombia recruits churches to have 
“in-house” ECS Bible Schools. They 
get new students through Emmaus 
Day Conferences with 300 to 600 in 
attendance!

P E R U
Peru prints an Emmaus calendar each 
year that advertises the courses on the 
walls of as many churches as they can 
get it to.

D O M I N I C A N  R E P U B L I C
Dominican Republic is self-sufficient 
under the direction of a successful 
national businessman.

B O L I V I A
Bolivia is using the courses through 
their Bible Institute to challenge the 
Bolivians to a higher level of biblical 
education. 

       hat happens when you bring a 
            group of 30 people together 
in a little town that has 15 homes, no 
grocery store, no gas station, and no 
distractions? Answer: A lively Emmaus 
conference!
 Gil Vargas, Spain’s Regional 
Director, and his wife Carolyn host-
ed the group in their home and three 
neighbors’ weekend cottages in the 
small town of Casas de Monleón, 
Spain. Directors from many Central 
and South American countries traveled 
in, and Sharon and I found ourselves 
“back home” in the Spanish context. 
There were many long discussions 
about how to expand the ECS work 
in each of their countries.

S PA I N
Spain has almost doubled their course 
use each year for the past few years 
as they transition from prison work 
to community outreach. This is done 
through teams and offices in three 
main regions of the country. They can’t 
handle more students, though, until 
they get more workers!

W 

SPANISH SPICE!
2 0 1 5  L AT I N  A M E R I C A N  –  S PA N I S H  C O N F E R E N C E

PRAY FOR THE DIREC TORS AND VOLUNTEERS IN THESE    EUROPEAN AND CENTRAL/SOUTH AMERICAN COUNTRIES.

The Spain team, reaching out into communities, has experienced much growth! 
More workers = more students, and still they need more workers!

The beautiful Spanish countryside 
blessed the souls of the attendees 
as they worked at the conference.

From her home, Carolyn Vargas 
fed 3 meals a day to 40 people 

for 2 conferences!

Great teaching times to 
encourage the directors. 
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PRAY FOR THE DIREC TORS AND VOLUNTEERS IN THESE    EUROPEAN AND CENTRAL/SOUTH AMERICAN COUNTRIES.

ECS Czech Republic: Vladimir 
and Dalibor. Praise God for 

a growing work.

France director Brigitte Sutherland 
and her husband, David. Praise God 

for renewed vision.

ECS Serbia: Vladimir and 
Ana Majersky. Pray for new courses 

to be translated.

EUROPEAN COMMUNIT Y
2 0 1 5  E C S  E U R O P E  C O N F E R E N C E

       arious issues facing the countries 
       in the European Union (EU) are 
often in our news these days. These 
problems, along with the particular 
problems related to the European 
ECS ministries (like a shortage of 
volunteers and aging leadership) 
were among the topics discussed at 
the fifth ECS Europe Conference. 
 Only 11 of the 21 European 
countries were able to attend, but 
those country coordinators came 
with an infectious zeal! The Spain 
team kindly hosted us again in the 
town of Casas de Monleón.

n  England, trying to revive the 
work, brought five people, including 
two board members.
n  The work in the Czech Republic 
is expanding. The director did not 
attend but sent two team members 
from their new work in the capital 
city.
n  Italy has a brand new director who 
came and learned much!
n  France explained the great success 
in transitioning from missionary in-
volvement to new national leadership 
with renewed vision.
n  Switzerland’s director brought 
their main corrector so she could 
learn from others.

n  The director in the Ukraine always 
brings enthusiasm, where in spite of a 
war, large numbers of students study 
the courses.
n  The new kid on the block was from 
Denmark, scouting out whether 
Emmaus can be started in that ultra- 
secular country. 

 The “community” at the confer-
ence was magnificent. We slept in little 
village homes with shared facilities, but 
the closeness of our fellowship grew 
as we shared the ministry needs, goals, 
issues, and realities.

Pray for the attendees who all serve in very secular countries.



The Bible Speaks
BY JAMES M. GRAY

The Bible is God’s communication to 
men and women, and in that sense we 
can say it speaks to us. This course 
covers the basic teachings of the 
Christian faith, clearly and concisely.
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Discovering Christ 
in the Psalms
BY KEN FLEMING

Jesus Christ is the dominant theme of 
Scripture. He Himself said that when 
we search the Scriptures, we discover 
that they testify of Him (John 5:39). A 
messianic psalm is one of the psalms in 
the book of Psalms that contains one 
or more references to God’s Messiah 
in connection with His ministry as 
Prophet, His suffering as Priest, or His 
glory as King.
 The psalms covered in this study 
course are limited to the ones that are 
quoted directly in the New Testament. 
May you be richly rewarded in your 
quest to discover Christ in the Psalms!

Looking for Diamonds 
in a Coal Bin
BY DICK HOPKINS 

Through his tireless work of comment-
ing on courses, writing letters, visiting 
prisoners, and helping them find a 
church, a place to live, a job, and often 
purchasing clothing for them, there 
was never a doubt that Dick exempli-
fied Christlike nature and servanthood.
 Dick is now with his Lord and
Looking for Diamonds in a Coal Bin 
is his “ministry autobiography.” Dick 
shares insights and new perspectives 
into the lives of inmates. Read many 
testimonies of how God takes the pieces 
of coal found inside our prisons walls 
and transforms them into something 
precious. 
The study courses written by Dick 
Hopkins are Proverbs for Life and 
How to Succeed on the Streets.

New Foundation Studies
The Source of Life
BY WILLIAM BRADSHAW

“In Him was life…” With grand 
simplicity, the apostle John begin’s 
his account of the earthly life of Jesus 
Christ by boldly stating one of its most 
significant themes – Christ is the 
center and source of all life.

Check out a video 
trailer and preview 
the 1st chapter.



OC TOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

W O R L D W I D E  P R AY E R  G U I D E

WEEK 1 (BEGINNING 10/5)  
Associate Instructors, US

David McNabb – CO
Bill McCotter – CO
Charles Gray – MO
Ruth Hughes – MO
Robert Deeds – PA

WEEK 2 (10/12)  
International, Europe

Portugal – New director needed
Vladimir Majersky – Serbia
Anatoly Slivca – Moldova
Allessandro Zanella – Italy
John Kremidas – Greece

WEEK 3 (10/19) 
Prison work, Northeast US

Walter Martin – NJ
Jim Yorgey – PA
Henry Sanchez – NY
Peg Hart – NJ
Greg Kuras – NJ

WEEK 4 (10/26)
International, ZAM Coordinators

(Central Africa Mission – ZAM)
Mark Schibli – Haitian work
Hartmut Schulte – Central Africa
Herbert Martin – Congo/Angola
Andreas Reh – Asia/Eastern Europe
David Astier – Africa

WEEK 1 (11/2) 
Special Needs

Printing of new courses/books
Outreach through our website
Financial support of ECS Ministries  

  worldwide
Editorial staff reviewing new   

  materials
Increased enrollment in the 2016  

  Bible Book Challenge

WEEK 2 (11/9) 
Dubuque office staff

Al Stoltz – Prison Ministry   
  Coordinator

Rick Volgarino – Operations   
  Manager

Linda Jeske – Student Services
Mark Wainwright – Pub./Comm.  

  Manager
Rob Tyler – Director

WEEK 3 (11/16) 
Associate Instructors, 
 Northeast US

Daril Neverson – NY
Mike O’Connor – NY
James Moriello – RI
Robert Lucas – VT
James Varn Hagen – NJ

WEEK 4 (11/23) 
International, Middle East

George Khalil – Israel
Babu Thomas – U.A.E.
Renji Philip – Qatar
Ibrahim Zakria – Jordan
Oman – New director needed

WEEK 1 (BEGINNING 11/30) 
Prison work, Midwest US

Mike Woeffler – MN
Jim Wilcox – OH
Pradeep Mathew – KY
Gaylord Kramer – IN
Ron Goossen – OK

WEEK 2 (12/7)
International, India

K.C. Jacob – India Regional   
  Coordinator

Santosh Thomas – Board Chairman 
 & Hindi
Awadhesh Thakur –Bengali
K.C. Johnson –Malayalam
A.D. Rathnakavar – Kannada

WEEK 3 (12/14) 
Prison Work, Eastern US

James Boyd – NY
Eric Hester – NC
Martin Steinberg – VA
Frank Owen – NC
Anita Gray – PA

WEEK 4 (12/21) 
International, Europe

Jean Price – England
Markus Wilhelm – Switzerland 
Markus Schulze – Germany
Gil Vargas – Spain
Brigitte Sutherland – France

WEEK 5 (12/28)
Associate Instructors, US

Janet Freeman – IA
Carla Wills – GA
Alfredo Rios – FL
Brent Runge – WA
John Avery – IL
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DON’T HAVE A QR CODE READER? TRY THE REDLASER APP, WWW.REDLASER.COM/APPLICATION.

GET DAILY PRAYER REQUESTS BY 
“LIKING” OUR FACEBOOK PAGE. 

ON A WEEKLY BASIS, WE EMAIL 
MORE URGENT PRAYER REQUESTS. 

SIGN UP BY USING THE QR CODE

http://www.redlaser.com/application
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     ver 850 people studied Judges.    
        Here in the Dubuque office we 
were blessed and encouraged to read 
how God blessed the study of that 
often-neglected book to the many 
participants. 
 Bonnie, with Lake Community 
Bible Church, said this about last year’s 
study: “We really enjoyed the study. 
One of our participants said they 
never knew Judges was so interesting. 
We have all learned a lot.”
 It’s now time to sign up for next 
year’s study! The 2016 Bible Book 
Challenge will be studying The Letter 
to the Galatians. Start gathering your 
group together and plan to participate!

REGISTRATION STARTS
October 1, 2015

REGISTRATION ENDS
December 2, 2015

THE CHALLENGE STARTS
January 3, 2016

Registration, including the study 
course and grading, is only $5 for 
each participant, with a $5 team 
registration. Complete details 
are available at 
www.BibleBookChallenge.org

2016 BIBLE BOOK CHALLENGE

http://www.ecsministries.org
http://www.ecsministries.org
mailto:ecsorders%40ecsministries.org?subject=
http://www.BibleBookChallenge.org 

